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(?.-'iAA'The  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illlnola 
Is  one  of  a  number  of  guides  to  historical  materials 
prepared  throughout  the  United  States  by  workers  on 
the  Historical  Records  Survey  Projects  of  the  Work 
Projects  Administration.   The  publication  herewith 
presented,  an  Inventory  of  the  archives  of  Cass  County, 
Is  number  9  of  the  Illinois  series. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  was  undertaken  In 
the  winter  of  1935-36  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
useful  employment  to  needy  unemployed  historians, 
lawyers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers. 
In  carrying  out  this  objective,  the  project  was  organ- 
ized to  compile  inventories  of  historical  materials, 
particularly  the  unpublished  government  documents 
and  records  which  are  basic  in  the  administration  of 
local  government,  and  which  provide  Invaluable  data 
for  students  of  political,  economic,  and  social  history. 
Up  to  the  present  time  approximately  1,300  publications 
have  been  Issued  by  the  Survey  throughout  the  country. 
The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is  intended  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  day-to-day  administration 
by  the  officials  of  the  county,  and  also  the  needs 
of  lawyers,  business  men,  and  other  citizens  who  re- 
quire facts  from  the  public  records  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  their  affairs.   The  volume  is  so  designed 
that  it  can  be  used  by  the  historian  in  his  research 
in  unprinted  sources  in  the  same  way  he  uses  the 
library  card  catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  the  Historical 
Records  Survey  Projects  attempt  to  do  more  than  give 
merely  a  list  of  records  -  they  attempt  further  to 
sketch  in  the  historical  background  of  the  county 
or  other  unit  of  government,  and  to  describe  pre- 
cisely and  in  detail  the  organization  and  functions 
of  the  government  agencies  whose  records  they  list. 
The  county,  town,  and  other  local  inventories  for 
the  entire  country  will,  when  completed,  constitute 
an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  well  as  a 
bibliography  of  local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  Projects,  even  in  a  single 
county,  would  not  be  possible  without  the  support 
of  public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists, 
and  many  other  groups  in  the  community.   Their  co- 
operation Is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  Survey  was  organized  by  Luther  H.  Evans, 
who  served  as  Director  until  March  1,  1940,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Sargent  B.  Child,  who  had  been 
National  Field  Supervisor  since  the  inauguration 
of  the  Survey.   The  Survey  operates  as  a  nation- 
wide series  of  locally  sponsored  projects  in  the 
Division  of  Community  Service  Programs,  of  which 
Mrs.  Florence  Kerr,  Assistant  Commissioner,  Is 
in  charge.  HOWARD  0.  HUNTER 

Commissioner 


ill 
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The  undertaking  now  officially  designated  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  Projects  was  initiated 
nationally  in  January  1936,  as  part  of  the  Federal 
Writers'  Project  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration, 
now  the  Work  Projects  Administration.   In  Illinois 
the  Survey  became  an  independent  unit  in  August  1936, 
but  continued  to  operate  as  part  of  the  nation-wide 
project  under  the  technical  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther 
H.  Evans,  National  Director,  and  under  the  administra- 
tive supervision  of  the  Division  of  Community  Service 
Programs.   Dr.  Evans  resigned  March  1,  1940  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  director,  Sargent  B.  Child. 
Alston  0.  Field,  Howai^i  E.  Colgan,  and  Royal  S.  Van 
de  Woestyne  were  the  first  three  state  directors, 
serving  until  November  1,  1937,  to  May  16,  1939, 
and  to  October  1,  1940,  respectively.  On  September 
1,  1939  the  Illinois  State  Library,  of  which  Secre- 
tary of  State  Edward  J.  Hughes  is  State  Librarian  and 
Helene  H.  Rogers,  Assistant  State  Librarian,  became  the 
sponsor  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey.  On 
January  15,  1940  this  sponsorship  was  assumed  by  the 
University  of  Illinois.  The  present  sponsor  of  the 
Survey  is  the  Honorable  Dwlght  H.  Green,  Governor 
of  Illinois. 

In  compiling  this  Inventory  of  the  archives  of 
Cass  County,  the  Survey  has  sought  to  locate,  describe, 
and  classify  all  extant  county  records  and  to  make 
them  more  easily  accessible  to  county  officials,  the 
general  public  and  research  workers.   It  is  believed 
that  this  Inventory  will  be  useful  as  a  guide  to  the 
archives  wherein  may  be  found  so  much  important  informa- 
tion in  the  fields  of  history,  sociology,  political 
science,  and  economics  and  that  it  will  result  in  a 
greater  interest  in  their  preservation.   While  some 
historians  have  realized  this  for  many  years  the 
general  public  has  never  been  made  aware  of  the 
intrinsic  worth  of  this  material.   In  the  official 
documents  of  Cass  County  are  found  the  materials  of 
another  chapter  In  the  story  of  the  coming  into  the 
Illinois  wilderness  of  settlers  who  created  a  terri- 
tory and  the  rudiments  of  a  simple  frontier  govern- 
ment, bought  and  sold  land,  built  roads,  established 
schools  and  later  founded  a  state. 

The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  has  proved 
to  be  of  considerable  assistance  to  local  and  county 
governments.   Records  have  been  rearranged  and  made 
more  accessible,  material  believed  to  be  lost  has  been 
located,  indexing  projects  have  been  fostered,  and 
county  officials  have  been  encouraged  and  induced  to 
provide  new  equipment  for  their  offices  and  better 
storage  space  for  the  records. 

In  addition,  the  program  of  the  Survey  has  been 
planned  to  dovetail  with  the  long-range  plans  of  the 


▼1  Preface 

State  of  Illinois  for  the  care  of  state  and  local 
archives.   For  example,  the  first  step,  the  removal  of 
all  state  records  to  a  new  Archives  Building,  has  been 
materially  aided  by  the  preparation  of  preliminary  in- 
ventories by  survey  workers  for  tiie  various  state  de- 
partments.  Furthermore,  the  program  of  the  state  for 
the  preservation  of  county  records,  Including  the  mak- 
ing of  mlcrophotographlc  copies  of  all  Important  histori- 
cal documents,  obviously  presupposes  Inventories  such 
as  the  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  is  now  making. 

The  inventories  being  compiled  by  the  Historical 
Records  Survey  Projects  also  make  possible  for  the  first 
time  a  scientific  study  of  the  question  of  record  de- 
struction.  Under  the  Illinois  law  no  records  may  be 
destroyed  without  specific  enabling  legislation.   This 
provision,  together  with  the  tremendous  Increase  in 
the  quantity  of  records  In  recent  years,  has  made  it 
Impossible  for  either  the  state  or  the  counties  to  take 
care  or  zne   documents  adequately.   Hence  a  certain  amount 
of  record  destruction  has  been  Inevitable.   If,  as  seems 
probable,  a  study  of  these  inventories  should  lead  to 
the  enactment  of  adequate  and  Intelligent  legislation 
governing  the  disposition  of  public  records,  these 
compilations  may  prove  to  be  the  most  important  contri- 
bution of  the  Survey. 

Preliminary  work  on  the  survey  of  records  in  Cass 
County,  the  ninth  on  the  alphabetically  arranged  list 
of  102  counties  in  Illinois,  was  begun  September  3, 
1936,  and  finished  as  far  as  possible  October  5.   The 
inventory  field  forms  were  then  sent  to  the  state  office 
in  Chicago  where  they  were  received  March  3,  1937.   All 
of  these  forms  were  sent  back  to  the  county  November  29, 
for  a  final  recheck,  and  were  returned  to  Chicago, 
March  14,  1940.   Abstracting  and  transcribing  of  county 
board  records,  upon  which  much  of  the  contents  of  this 
Inventory  is  based,  was  started  October  30,  1939,  and 
finished  October  3,  1940.   The  Inventory  was  taken  by 
Hubert  Thomas,  Leonard  Sronce,  James  Rae  Anderson, 
Helen  R.  Keltner,  Ivan  E.  Baxter,  Wlnfred  E.  Marine, 
and  Ralph  A.  Clsne.   The  final  recheck  was  made  under 
the  supervision  of  Kenneth  C.  Blood. 

The  inventory  was  prepared  for  publication  by  the 
state  editorial  staff  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Records 
Survey  at  Chicago,  under  the  supervision  of  Herbert  R. 
Rifkind,  State  Editor.   The  record  entries  were  pre- 
pared by  Isadore  Markln  under  the  direction  of  Martine 
O'Connor;  the  legal  essays  were  prepared  by  Romeo  Bur- 
well.   Seymour  J.  Porarenze  wrote  the  historical  sketch, 
preliminary  research  on  which  was  done  by  Hubert  K. 
Decker.   Under  the  supervision  of  Edward  J.  McDonough, 
in  charge  of  collation  and  supplementary  units,  research 
data  on  the  housing  and  care  of  records  were  assembled 
by  Fred  Komarek  and  the  essay  was  written  by  Dominic 
Krzywonos;  Charles  J.  Cooley  compiler  the  roster  of 
county  officers  and  the  bibliography.   The  Inventory 
was  indexed  by  Leslie  Pyle  and  Daisy  Roberts.   Maps 
and  charts  were  drawn  by  Charles  Snyder.   Dorothy 
Herold  supervised  typing  of  the  manuscript.   Credit 
also  must  be  given  to  the  other  members  of  the  editor- 
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ial, research,  and  typing  staffs  for  their  Intelligent 
and  diligent  cooperation  In  the  compilation  of  this 
Inventory.   The  Inventory  in  final  manuscript  form 
was  edited  In  the  National  office  by  Guy  P.  Tlraboe, 
assistant  editor,  and  further  reviewed  by  Mabel  8. 
Brodle,  editor  In  charge  of  public  records  Inven- 
tories. 

All  of  the  officers  of  Cass  County  cooperated  In 
every  way  with  the  workers,  and  grateful  acknowledge- 
ment of  their  aid  Is  hereby  made.   I  also  wish  to  ex- 
press appreciation  for  the  assistance  rendered  by 
the  officials  of  the  Illinois  Work  Projects  Adminis- 
tration and  the  Illinois  Writers'  Project.   For  the 
cover  design  we  are  Indebted  to  the  Illinois  Art  Pro- 
ject. 

The  various  units  of  the  Inventory  of  the  County 
Archives  of  Illinois  will  be  available  for  distribution 
to  the  governmental  offices,  libraries,  schools,  and 
historical  societies  in  Illinois,  and  libraries  and 
governmental  agencies  in  other  states  (for  list  of 
Illinois  publications,  see  page  290).   Requests  for 
information  concerning  any  of  these  units  should  be 
addressed  to  the  State  Suoervisor. 


Thomas  R.  Hall 
State  Supervisor 
Illinois  Historical 
Records  Survey 

May  1,  1941 
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(First  entry,  p.  117) 

1.  HISTORICAL  SKETCH 
Introduction 

The  present  area  of  Cass  County  was  settled  be- 
tween the  close  of  the  War  of  1812  and  the  beginning 
of  the  Mexican  War  -  a  phase  of  the  westwaM  movement 
In  United  States  History  which  carried  the  frontier 
line  to  the  one-hundredth  parallel  and  beyond.   In 
that  interval  local  governmental  institutions  were 
set  up  in  the  county,  schools  and  churches  establish- 
ed, and  agriculture  developed.   Since  the  land  was 
rich  and  yielded  of  its  fruit  in  abundance,  the  rural, 
agricultural  way  of  living  entrenched  itself  very  firm- 
ly.  Although  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  immi- 
grants, especially  from  Germany,  added  a  distinctly 
European  flavor  to  the  social  and  cultural  life  in  the 
county,  yet  the  fact  that  they  originated  almost  ex- 
clusively in  western  and  northern  Europe  and  that  they 
arrived  in  the  county  during  the  formative  years  meant 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  did  not  face  diffi- 
cult racial  and  religious  problems.   While  towns  de- 
veloped early  and  the  railroad  entered  the  region  in 
1857-1358,  the  farming  economy  maintained  its  hege- 
mony in  Cass  County  up  until  our  own  day. 

Physical  Geography 

Cass  County  is  located  in  the  Illinois  River  basin, 
occupying  an  area  31  miles  east  by  west  and  17  miles 
north  by  south.   The  294,400  acres  within  the  approximate  400 
square  miles  of  the  county  are  divided  into  three  parts: 
prairie,  wood,  and  river  bottom  lands. ^  When  the  early 
pioneers  first  entered  the  present  limits  of  the  county 
they  found  the  grass  on  the  prairie  to  be  higher.  In 
some  places,  than  a  man  on  horseback. 2  The  woodlands 
contained  trees  of  various  species:   oak,  hickory,  elm, 
sugar  maple,  black  walnut,  and  linden  were  most  prom- 
inent. 3  Although  the  surface  is,  in  the  main,  rolling, 
some  bluff  elevations  exist  along  the  water  frontage 
(45  miles  on  the  Illinois  and  Sangamon).   The  land  is 
about  630  feet  above  sea  level,* 

Geologically  considered,  the  formation  of  Cass 
County  belongs  to  the  Quaternary  Period.   Glacial  drift 
and  coal  measures  underlie  the  surface.  While  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county  is  of  the  Middle  Illinois 
Glaciation,  the  western  part,  composed  of  sand,  late 
swamp,  and  bottom  lands  is  of  the  Wisconsin  Glaciation.^ 

1.  Charles  A.  Martin,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County,  p. 
617,619;  Illinois  Department  of  Secretary  of  State, 
Counties  of  Illinois,  p.  66. 

2.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  618. 

3.  William  Henry  Perrln,  ed.,  History  of  Cass  County. 
Illinois,  p.  53 

4.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  618. 

5.  Douglas  C.  Ridgley,  The  Geopiraphy  of  Illinois,  p. 
16-36,  152;  Martin,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County, 
p.  618. 
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The  significance  of  these  glaclatlon  formations  is 
readily  understood  when  one  realizes  that  the  rock 
materials  which  entered  Into  the  glacial  soils  fur- 
nished the  necessary  plant  food  In  abundance  and  left 
sand,  gravel,  and  clay  for  building  purposes. S  The 
soil  Is  dark  loam  with  a  light-colored  clay  subsoil; 
and  the  mean  temperature  of  between  70  and  90  degrees 
Fahrenheit  during  the  growing  season  affords  an  excell- 
ent climate  for  agriculture.''  The  surface  of  the 
county  abounds  In  rivers,  lakes,  creeks,  and  sloughs 
among  which  are  the  following:   Illinois ,  Sangamon, 
and  Little  Sangamon  rivers;  Clear,  Mound,  Treadway, 
Swan,  Meredosla,  and  Cotton  Wood  lakes,  mainly  In  the 
western  parts  of  the  county;  Indian,  Clear,  Prairie, 
Little  Indian,  Little  Panther,  Big  and  Middle  creeks; 
and  Wood  and  Hager  sloutrhs.  8 

Indians  and  the  French 

The  Mound  Builders  lived  In  the  area  in  prehistoric 
days.   The  mound  located  In  the  Beardstown  area  region 
is  evidence  of  their  presence  In  the  county. 9  They 
are  considered  by  some  anthropologists  as  earlier 
Indian  groups.   The  Illinois  Indians  occupied  the  area 
for  some  time;  and  •.-.•e  know  definitely  that  the  Mas- 
couten  Indians,  believed  by  some  historians  to  be  a 
subsidiary  branch  of  the  Illinois  tribes,  established 
a  rather  large  settlement  around  the  later  site  of 
Beardstown.  1^  These  Indians  v;ere  driven  out  by  the 
Mlamls  and  Iroquois  during  the  great  wars  between  the 
Algonqulns  and  the  Iroquois  In  the  eighteenth  century; 
and  ti;e  area  was  then  occupied  by  an  Invading  group, 
the  Klckapoo  Indians.   They  were  still  around  the 
northwestern  portion  of  the  county  when  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers,  Thomas  Beard,  arrived  In  1819  on 
the  site  later  to  be  named  after  him.   Further  east, 
along  the  Sangamon,  In  the  n'^lghborhood  of  the  present 
town  of  Chandlervllle  the  Pottawatorales  dwelt  until 
1825.11 

While  the  Indians  occupied  the  region  French  ex- 
plorers and  traders  moving  up  and  down  the  Illinois 
passed  by  and  frequently  stopped  within  the  Cass 
County  area.   Marquette  and  Jollet  and  other  explor- 
ers no  doubt  passed  along  the  western  boundary;  and 
French  traders  used  the  Beardstown  site  as  their  head- 


6.  Rldgley,  The  Geography  of  Illinois,  p.  34-36. 

7.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  618. 

8.  Perrln,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County,  map  following 

p.  VI  ;  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Build- 
ings, Division  of  Highways,  Map  of  Cass  County. 

9.  John  Leonard  Conger  and  William  E.  Hull,  eds., 
History  of  the  Illinois  River  Valley.  T,  18-28.  For 
a  photograph  of  the  Beardstown  Mound  in  1817,  see 
p.'  19  . 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  61. 

11.  Ibid. ,  p.  30,39,42,43,55,56.   See  also  quote  from 
Hiram  Beckwith,  Illinois  and  Indiana  Indians  ( n.  p. ) , 
In  Rldgley,  The  Geography  of  Illinois  p.  30,51. 
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quarters  in  the  decades  preceding  the  settlement. 12 

Coming  of  the  Settlers,  1816-1840 

Founders  of  Beards town,  Arenzvllle, 
Virginia  and  Chandlerville 

Although  the  earliest  Americ-an  settler  in  present- 
day  Cass  County  was  Ell  Cox  who  arrived  at  Cox's 
Grove  (later  Sylvan  Grove — in  the  eastern  section  of 
the  county)  in  1816,13  the  first  important  group  of 
settlers  established  themselves  in  the  northwestern 
section.   Thomas  Beard  (1795-1849),  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  arrived  in  the  Beards  town  area  in  1819 
and  was  soon  followed  by  others.   During  the  first 
few  years  the  settlers  were  squatters.   In  1827, 
however,  Beard  and  Enoch  C.  March  another  early 
settler  entered  the  land  on  which  Beardstown  was 
platted.   The  first  sale  of  land  occurred  in  1832 
—  ths  year  of  the  Black  Hawk  vVar  when  Beardstown 
served  as  a  rendezvous  for  the  troops  £Uid  a  depot 
for  supplies.  ^^ 

One  of  the  most  prominent  settlers  in  Beardstown 
in  the  early  thirties  was  Francis  A.  Arenz  (1800-1856), 
a  native  of  Prussia.   He  entered  the  merchandising  and 
real-estate  business,  and  was  very  active  in  the  early 
life  of  Beardstown.   For  example,  in  1833  he  began  to 
publish  the  first  newspaper  in  the  county.  The  Beards- 
town Chronicle  and  Illinois  Bounty  Land  Advertiser.   In 
that  very  same  year  Arenz  purchased  some  land  in  the 
northern  section  of  Morgan  County,  and  in  1839  he 
settled  in  the  present  town  of  Arenzvllle.   Other 
settlers  and  German  immigrants  soon  Joined  Arenz  In  his 


12.  Conger  and  Hull,  eds. ,  History  of  the  Illinois 
River  Valley.  I,  89;  Bateman,  et  al. .Historical 
Encyclopedia  of  Illinois,  I,  84. 

13.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  634  ff. 

14.  Among  the  other  settlers  in  the  Beardstown  area 
before  1831  were:   John  Cettrough  (or  Chittrough), 
Timothy  Harris,  Archibald  Job  (who  later  moved 

to  Cox's  Grove),  Seymour  Kellogg,  the  Llndsleys, 
the  Egglestons,  John  Baker,  Jerry  Bowen,  the 
Three  Carr  brothers,  the  Reverend  Reddick  Horn, 
Amos  Hager,  Benjamin  Horrom,  John  Knight,  Solomon 
Penny,  and  the  Plasters  family.   Perrln,  ed. , 
History  of  Cass  County,  p.  19-22,  115,116;  Bate- 
man, e_t  al. ,  Historical  Encyclopedia  of  Illinois, 
I,  84.   For  a  very  early  description  of  frontier 
condition  in  the  area,  see  Mary  W.  Parkinson,  "Tra- 
vels In  Western  America  in  1837, "  Journal  of  American 
History,  III  (1909),  511-16. 
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new  settlement. ^5 

Some  persons  attracted  to  Beardstown  went  east- 
ward, and  :.et  up  communities  within  the  present  limits 
of  Cass  Countv.   In  the  early  1850 's,  Dr.  Henry  H.  Hall 
(died  In  1847),  a  native  of  Ireland  and  resident  In  the 
state  of  Virginia  from  1618  to  1831,  passed  through 
Beardstown  and  decided  to  establish  himself  In  the 
central  portion  of  the  county.   He  became  one  of  the 
largest  landowners  In  the  county  acquiring  1,475  acres 
of  land  and  20  town  lots,  and  by  1827  was  Instrumental 
In  securing  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Beards- 
town to  the  central  portion  of  the  county  on  the  site 
he  called  Vlr.lnla  after  his  first  adopted  state. 16 

Dr.  Charles  Chandler  also  passed  through  Beards- 
town on  his  way  to  the  Sangamon  River  Valley  In  the 
northcentral  part  of  the  county.   He  located  himself  on 
the  site  of  Chandlervllle  In  1832  where  he  built  the 
first  frame  house  and  drug  store.   The  town  itself, 
however,  was  not  laid  out  until  1848,  Abraham  Lincoln 
being  one  of  its  surveyors. 

Origin  of  Settlers..  Population  1840 

Scattered  throughout  the  county  were  many  settlers 
and  their  families  who  preceded  in  time  of  arrival,  the 
founders  (except  Beard)  of  the  above-mentioned  settle- 
ments.  Perrin  lists  over  two  hundred  persons  who 
entered  land  in  the  northwestern  area  alone  before  1831. 1' 

15.  Some  of  the  settlers  that  preceded  Arenz,  in  time  of 
settlement,  in  the  Arenzvllle  area  were  James  Crura, 
the  Mathews,  John  Malone,  the  McKeans,  William  McHenry, 
the  Pltners,  Charles  Robertson,  and  Charles  Wigg-lns. 
John  Savage  settled  in  the  area  about  1823.   Some  of 
the  early  German  settlers  were:   the  brother  of  Fran- 
cis Arenz.  J.  A.  Arenz,  John  L.  Cire,  Henry  Kircher, 
Frederick  Diekel,  Charles  Coupor,  Dr.  Oeorge  Englebach, 
and  H.  Lippert.   See  Perrin  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County, 
p.  23  143  149;  Bateman  et  al.,  Historical  Encyclopedia 
of  Illinois,  I,  22,  23. 
■  16.  Some  of  the  settlers  in  the  Virginia  area  by  1832 
were:   Jesse  Allred,  Reverend  John  Biddlecome, 
Elijah  Carver,  Joshua  Crown,  Nathan  Compton,  James 
Davis,  the  Eplers,  the  Clarks,  Thomas  (Jatton,  Richard 
Graves,  Henry  Hopkins,  Alexander  Huffman,  the  Mont- 
gomerys.  the  Pratts,  the  Stephensons,  and  the  Yaples. 
Perrin,  ed.,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  23,24,80, 
84,  172-74. 
17.  Some  of  the  earlier  settlers  in  the  eastern  part 

of  the  county  were:   William  Crow,  the  Millers,  the 
Nances,  the  Shorts,  Robert  Leiper,  James  McAuley, 
Amos  ogden,  Isham  Reavis,  the  Reverend  Levi  Springer, 
Bartlett  Conyers,  the  Wilsons,  and  Robert  Hawthorn. 
Newmc-nsville  was  not  laid  out  by  M.  Newman  until 
1858.   Perrin,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  134, 
137,  15a,  155,  156,  131,  162.  179-31,   Bateman,  et.  ai. , 
Historical  Encyclopedia  of  Illinois,  I,  87;  Martin, 
ed..  History  of  Cass "bounty,  p.  634. 
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Among  the  pioneers  In  the  county  we  find  the  New 
Eiigland,  Middle  Atlantic,  upper  southern,  and  old 
northwestern  and  southwestern  states  represented,  as 
well  as  at  least  a  half  a  dozen  German  states  (Prussia, 
Hanover,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Bavaria,  Bremen,  and  Frank- 
furt-am-Maln),  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Switzer- 
land. ^°   The  German  and  northern  pioneers  were  located, 
In  the  main,  In  the  western  part  of  the  county  (Beards- 
town  and  Arenzvllle  vicinity);  and  the  southern  and 
western  pioneers  In  the  eastern  part  (Virginia  and 
Chandlervllle  vicinity).  19 

Population  Increased  slowly  during  the  first  decades 
of  settlement,  and  In  1840  there  were  only  2.981  persons 
In  the  county  Including  11  persons  of  color. *0 

Organization  of  the  County 

Enabling  Act  of  1857 

Three  years  before  the  census  of  1840  was  taken,  Cass 
County  was  organized  from  Morgan  County.   The  enabling  act  of 
March  3,  1837  defined  the  boundaries  of  the  county  and  laid 
down  certain  specific  regulations  governing,  among  other 
things,  the  establishment  of  the  county,  location  of  the 
county  seat,  division  of  the  school  funds  between  Morgan  and 
Cass  counties,  and  representation  In  the  state  legislature. 
The  stipulation  regarding  the  county  seat  was  Interesting. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  Beardstown  was  already  well  estab- 
lished, the  law  provided  that  the  town  pay  the  county  $10,000 
to  be  applied  In  the  erection  of  public  buildings  If  It  be 
chosen  as  the  county  seat.   If  the  corporation  of  Beards- 
town,  however,  failed  to  pay  the  |10,000  (by  a  later  law 
of  1837  the  town  was  allowed  to  pay  the  amount  In  three 
annual  payments  Instead  of  one  payment),  "the  county  com- 
missioners' court  (was  ordered  to  )  .  .  .locate  the  county 
seat  at  some  other  point  near  the  center  of  said  county, 
where  the  quanlty  of  land  mentioned   (15  acres  )  .  .  . 
shall  be  provided  .  ..."  21 

The  movement  for  this  division  of  Morgan  County  ante- 
dated the  year  when  Cass  County  was  erected.   The  people 
of  the  northern  part  of  Morgan  County  had  Joined  the  group 
In  Illinois  that  favored  the  selection  of  Springfield  as 
the  state  capital  rather  than  Jacksonville,  the  county 
seat  of  Morgan;  and  Thomas  Beard  and  Archibald  Job  (of 
Beardstown  and  later  Sylvan  Grove)  were  delegates  to  the 
Rushvllle  Convention  (Schuyler  County)  In  1834.   In  fact, 


18.  The  old  northwestern  states  were  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois;  the  old  southwestern  states,  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.   Perrln,  ed.,  History  of  Cass  County,  p. 116. 

19.  This  generalization  Is  based  upon  a  compilation  of 
the  places  of  origin  of  those  persons  mentioned  in 
the  sketch  as  well  as  of  those  listed  in  the  biograph- 
ical sections  of  Perrin,  Bateman,  and  Martin. 

20.  U.  5.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Ninth  Census  of  the 
United  States. 1870,  I,  Population.  23. 

21.  L.  1837,  p.  101-3. 
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Job  was  appointed  one  of  the  locating  conunlssloners  after 
Springfield  was  chosen  by  the  convention  as  Its  selection 
for  the  capital.  22 

As  provided  In  the  Act  of  March  3,  1837,  elections 
were  held  In  April  and  May  1837  to  decide  whether  the  di- 
vision of  Morgan  County  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
people  of  that  county  and  whether  the  county  seat  should 
be  located  at  Beardstown.   Although  the  exact  results  of 
these  elections  are  not  known,  we  can  Infer  the  following 
things  from  the  laws  regarding  Cass  County  approved  July 
21,  1837:  (1)  "A  majority  of  the  voters"  of  Morgan  County 
voted  for  the  creation  of  Cass  County;  (2)  Beardstown 
received  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  county  seat; 
and  (3)  special  acts  were  passed  to  do  away  with  any  doubts 
that  Cass  County  was  created,  that  Beardstown  was  estab- 
lished as  the  county  seat,  or  that  Beardstown  was  an  Incor- 
porated town.   These  laws  also  discussed  the  procedure 
regulating  the  election  of  county  officers,  selecting  0.  M. 
Long  and  Thomas  Pogue,  notaries  In  Beardstown  to  be  In 
charge  of  the  election. 23 

Election  Results  and  Procedures 

The  election  of  August  1,1837  resulted  In  the  selec- 
tion of  Joshua  P.  Crow,  Amos  Bonney,  and  George  F.  Miller 
as  the  first  county  commissioners,  and  John  W.  Pratt  as  the 
first  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court. 24  The  other 
first  county  officials  for  their  respective  offices  were: 
John  L.  Wllbourne,  probate  Justice  of  the  peace;  Thomas 
Wllbourne,  county  treasurer;  Thomas  Plasters,  Jr.,  school 
commissioner;  and  Lemon  Plasters , sheriff .25  The  first  grand 
Jurors  were  William  H.  Nelms,  Isaac  C.  Spence,  Jesse  Ancrum, 
William  De  Haven,  James  Pounds,  William  Bewail,  David  Carr, 
Isaac  Plasters,  Robert  Taylor,  Richard  McDonald,  Joshua  Najice, 
George  Boggs, Stephen  Lee,  Joseph  Robinson,  John  Nlckolls, 
Berry  Freeman,  Reddlck  Horn,  Ephralm  Moseley,  James  Boland, 
Benjamin  Beasley,  Caleb  Lee,  James  Davis,  and  William  B. 
Gaines;  and  the  first  petit  Jurors  were  Thomas  Wllbourne, 
Ellsha  Ollcut,  Ruben  Hager,  Joseph  Baker,  James  Carr,  James 
Logan,  Luclan  T.  Bryant,  Isham  Reavls,  Benjamin  Sutton, 
John  P.  Dick,  William  McAuley,  Marcus  Chandler,  Archibald 
Job,  William  Blair,  Ezra  Dutch,  Jonas  McDonald,  Amos  S.  West, 
Jesse  B.  Pearce,  Joseph  Corbey,  Alfred  Elder,  William  Schoop- 
man,  Henry  McKean,  Robert  B.  Gaines,  and  Mathew  McBrlde.26 

For  future  county  elections  the  county  commissioners' 
court  divided  the  county  Into  six  districts  and  selected 
the  Judges  and  places  of  election.  (See  Table  I) 


22.  Perrln,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  36,  37. 

23.  L.  1837,  Sp.  Sees.,  p.  48-50,  95,  96. 

24.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  1,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

25.  Ibid.  ,  p.  2,3,10,2'77~ 

26.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  7,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3.   The  Jurors  each 
received  seventy-five  cents  per  day  (p.  27). 
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TABLE  I:   ELECTION  DISTRICTS,  les?^''' 


Districts 

Judges 

Village 
or  -Town 

House  of 

Beards town 

Peter  3.  Bell 
William  L.  Felix 
Joseph  Neiper 

Beardstown 

Augustus 
Knapp  (one 
of  his  build- 
inKs) 

Virginia 

John  Scott 
James  Ross 
J.  J.  Brown 

Virginia 

John  Deeber  (if 

Monroe 

A.  Huffman 
Jasper  Buck 
James  Arnold 

Monroe 

(?) 

Sugar  Grove 

Henry  Hopkins 
John  Slack 
John  Wilson 

Philadelphia 

John  Slack 

Richmond 

Robert  Leiper 
Carey  Nance 
John  Taylor 

Flichmond 

Eaton  Nance 

Bowens 

John  Waggoner 
Jeremiah  Northern 
William  Cole 

(?) 

David  Carr 

By  1847  It  was  no  longer  necessary  to  use  private 
homes  for  election  places  since  towns  had  developed  In 
the  southwestern,  southestern,  and  northern  parts  of 
the  county.   The  election  districts  were  then  renamed 
as  follows:   Arenzvllle,  Beardstown,  Virginia,  Lancaster, 
Richmond,  and  Sangamon.   28  in  1857  Indian  Creek  had 
been  set  off  from  Arenzvllle  as  a  new  election  district. 29 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  election  districts  continued 
with  the  growth  of  population:   in  1852  to  9  and  1923 
to  19."^*-'  The  procedure  of  voting  also  changed:   after 


27.  Ibid..,  p.  2,13,36. 

28.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  395,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

29.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  240,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

30.  The  election  precincts  in  1852  were:   Beardstown, 
Arenzvllle,  Monroe,  Houstln,  Virginia,  Princeton, 
Chandlerville,  Lancaster,  and  Richmond;  In  1923: 
Arenzvllle,  Ashland  no.  1,  Ashland  no.  2,  Bluff 
Springs,  Chandlerville,  no.  1,  Chandlerville  no.  2, 
East  Beardstown,  Hickory,  Indian  Creek,  Monroe,  Oregon, 
Philadelphia,  Princeton,  Richmond,  Virginia,  West  Beards- 
town no.  1,  West  Beardstown  no.  2,  West  Beardstown 

no.  3,  and  West  Beardstown  no.  4.   County  Court  Rec- 
ord, V.  B,  p.  83, 84, In  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record), 
see  entry  3;  Miscellaneous  Record,  v.  E,  p.  121,  see 
entry  67.   See  also  maps  before  prefaces  in  Perrln, 
ed.,  History  of  Cass  County,  and  Martin  ed.,  History 
of  Cass  County,  for  najnes  of  election  precincts  in 
I^82~and  1915. 
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a  decade  of  voting  by  voice  the  secret  ballot  was  Intro- 
duced In  the  county  following  the  law  of  February  12,1849.31 

Change  In  County  Boundary,  Name  of  County 

The  original  boundaries  of  the  county  were  also 
changed  during  the  first  decade.   Some  of  the  settlers 
living  In  the  three-mile  strip  In  the  northern  part  of 
Morgan  County  were  eager  to  Join  Cass  County.   The  law 
of  February  26,  1845  gave  them  permission  to  decide 
whether  they  should  be  attached  to  Cass  or  remain  In 
Morgan  County. 32  At  the  election  of  May  5,  1845  the 
voters  decided  by  a  vote  of  246  to  78  In  favor  of  having 
the  area  attached  to  Cass  County,  and  the  Arenzvllle 
and  Princeton  election  precincts  were  set  up  accordingly. 33 

The  area  of  Cass  County  was  by  this  action  enlarg- 
ed to  Its  present  size.   The  county  was  then  bounded  on 
the  west  by  Brown  and  Schuyler;  on  the  north,  by  Mason; 
on  the  east,  by  Menard  and  Sangamon;  and  on  the  south, 
by  the  "mother"  county,  Morgan.   The  setting  off  of 
Cass  County  was  the  fifth  subdivision  of  this  section 
of  the  state:   St.  Clair,  1790;  Madison,  1812;  Sangamon, 
1821;  Morgan,  1823;  and  Cass,  1837.  34  ^  is  significant 
to  note  that  the  man  after  whom  the  people  of  Case 
County  named  the  area,  Lewis  Cass  (1782-1866),  was  play- 
ing a  very  significant  role  In  western  and  national 
politics  during  this  period  In  American  history. 35 


31.  R.8.   1845,  p.  214;  Const.  1848,  Art.  VI,  sec.  2; 
L.  1849,  p.  71-75  (approved  February  12).   See  also 
Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  532  where  It  ls*Ordered 
that  Philip  Gooth  be  allowed  and  paid  the  Sum  of  Six 
Dollars  for  making  Eight  Ballot  boxes.   Ordered  that 
L. L.  Sanders  be  allowed  and  paid  the  Sum  of  Three 
Dollars  for  Doors,  Hinges  of  Screws  for  ballot  boxes." 

32.  L.  1845,  p.  313-15.   A  previous  act  of  March  4,  1843 
had  contemplated  the  creation  of  the  County  of  Benton 
from  parts  of  Morgan  and  other  counties.   See  L.  1843, 
p.  105-8. 

33.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  288,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (  Record  ),  see  entry  3. 

34.  Illinois  Department  of  Secretary  of  State,  Counties 
of  Illinois,  p.  66. 

35.  Uewls  Cass  had  achieved  a  significant  record  of  sei^ 
vice  to  the  West  (brigadier-general  during  the  War 
of  1812  and  civil  governor  of  Michigan,  1813-1831), 
and  Jackson  appointed  him  Secretary  of  War  -  a  marked 
compliment  from  one  general  to  another.   Cass  also 
served  as  Secretary  of  State  under  Buchanan.   He  was 
one  of  the  two  ante-bellum  Democratic  candidates  to 
be  defeated  by  a  Whig,  and  will  be  remembered  In 
American  constitutional  history  as  one  of  the  "fathers" 
of  the  popular  sovereignty  Idea.   See  Benson  John 
Losslng,  et_  al . ,  Harper's  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  History  from  485  A.  D.  to  1905.11.  67. 
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Shifts  In  County  Seat  -  Beardstown, 
1857-1839.  Virginia.  1859-1845 

Although  the  county  seat  was  established  by  the 
law  of  July  21,  1857  at  Beardstown  it  did  not  remain 
there  very  long.   The  corporation  of  Beardstown  failed 
to  pay  the  $10,000  which  had  been  stipulated  In  the 
law  of  March  5,  1837,  for  several  reasons:  (1)  It  was 
difficult  to  raise  $10,000  In  a  frontier  community 
even  In  three  years;  (2)  many  of  the  people  In  Beards- 
town did  not  favor  paying  the  entire  cost  of  the  county 
buildings;  and  (3)  the  first  county  commissioners 
seemed  to  favor  the  location  of  the  seat  at  Virginia. 36 
According  to  a  later  law  the  county  commissioners  secur- 
ed from  Dr.  Henry  H.  Hall,  the  owner  of  the  site  of 
Virginia,  fifteen  acres  for  county  purposes. 37  County 
business  did  not  begin  at  Virginia  until  1839.38 

A  well-organized  minority  In  Beardstown,  however, 
continued  the  struggle  to  have  the  seat  returned  to 
their  town.   They  pointed  out  that,  even  though  Beards- 
town was  not  centrally  located.  It  was  the  largest  town 
in  the  county  and  accessible  to  most  of  the  Inhabitants. 
By  the  act  of  March  4,  1843  a  special  election  was  held 
to  determine  the  location  of  the  county  seat.   Beards- 
town was  chosen  by  a  vote  of  453  to  288,  and  the  com- 
missioners' court  began  Its  meetings  there  on  March  5, 
1845.39 

Public  Buildings,  1857-1852 

Beardstown  and  Virginia 

Vfhen  the  county  seat  was  shifted  from  Beardstown 
to  Virginia  and  back,  new  buildings  for  a  county  court- 
house and  a  county  Jail  had  to  be  rented  or  erected. 
During  the  first  two  years,  1857-1839,  one  of  the 
several  houses  owned  by  Augustus  Knapp  in  Beardstown 
was  rented  as  a  courthouse  at  $100  per  annum. 40 
The  first  courthouse  and  Jail  built  by  the  county  were, 


36.  In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Thomas  Wllbourne,  pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Beardstown,  re- 
questing an  extension  of  time  to  make  the  payment, 
John  W.  Pratt,  county  clerk,  answered:   "  I  am  di- 
rected by  the  county  commissioners  court  to  Inform 
you  that  they  have  considered  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted to  them  from  B.  0-.  Gatton  through  your  board 
and  regret  that  they  do  not  feel  themselves  author- 
ized by  law  to  accede  to  it."  See  Perrln,  ed.. 
History  of  Cass  County,  p.  109,110. 

37.  L.  1839,  p.  287,  288;  Perrln,  ed..  History  of  Cass 
County,  p.  79. 

38.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  52,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

39.  L.  1843,  p.  102-4;  Perrln,  ed.,  History  of  Cass 
County .  p.  50;  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  TT  p.  440 
In  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3, 

40.  Ibid.,  p.  9,15,15,18,26,56,90. 
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however,  located  at  Virginia.   The  contractor  for  public 
buildings  was  naturally  Dr.  Henry  H.  Hall,  the  founder  of 
Virginia  and  owner  of  most  of  the  real  estate.   The 
courthouse  cost  about  $2,000;  the  cost  of  the  Jail  was 
not  mentioned  In  the  records.  On  September  2,  1839 
Hall  notified  the  commissioners  that  the  courthouse 
and  the  Jail  were  completed;  and  the  county  clerk  was 
Instructed  to  advertise  In  the  press  that  the  offices 
In  the  courthouse  were  ready  for  occupancy  by  the 
officers  entitled  to  them.  41  When  the  county  seat  was 
returned  to  Beardstown  In  1845  the  courthouse  was  leased 
to  the  school  board  district  and  the  old  Jail  and  lot 
were  sold  back  to  the  son  of  the  donor  for  $150.25.  ^2 

Beardstown  1845-1852 

The  Beardstown  authorities  expressed  their  satis- 
faction over  the  return  of  the  county  seat  by  presenting 
to  the  county  the  lots  and  buildings  upon  them  necessairy 
for  a  courthouse  and  a  Jall.'*>5  The  Jail  did  not  fill 
the  needs  of  the  county.   Crime  cases  dealing  with 
counterfeiting,  horse  thievery,  and  blackmail  were 
mentioned  often  In  the  records  during  the  40's  and  50'b.44 
The  county  court  was  forced  to  use  the  Schuyler  County 
Jail  In  1851  to  hold  some  prisoners  while  the  new  Jail, 
which  It  had  decided  to  build,  was  In  the  process  of 
construction.   Thomas  J.  Burns,  the  contractor,  finished 
his  task  December  7,  1852  and  was  paid  the  last  Install- 
ment of  the  total  sum — $2,751.86.  45  iphg  administration 
of  prison  affairs  changed  as  the  number  of  prisoners 
Increased  and  a  regular  Jailer  was  appointed  for  the 
new  Jail  -  the  old  practice  of  hiring  out  prisoners, 
disappearing. 46 

Other  Administrative  Duties  of  the 
Commissioners'  Court,  1837-1849 

In  addition  to  dealing  with  the  problems  connect- 
ed with  the  establishment  of  the  county  seat  and  the 


41.  Ibid. .  p.  50.53,57,64.   On  June  5,  1838  Dr.  Hall 
was  allowed  |49.50  for  locks  ,  Iron  grates  ,  emd 
bolts  for  the  Jail.  The  cost  of  the  courthouse  Is 
given  In  Perrln,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  CountTj  p.  95. 

42.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  5?,  In  Supervisors • 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

43. Commissioners '  Court,  v.  1,  p.  274,  In  Supeirvlsors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3;  Deed  Record,  v.  B, 
p.  22,  see  entry  76. 

44.  The  Case  of  George  Davis, found  guilty  of  counter- 
felting,  was  quite  sensational.   Cass  County  Circuit  Court 
Record,  v.  B,  p.  359,  see  entry  163;  Mason  County 
Circuit  Court  Record,  v.  A,  p.  378.   See  also  County 
Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  25,  169,  In  Supervisors' 

Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

45.  Ibid. ■  p.  18,  26,  28,  64,  67,  82,  108,  130,  143,  149. 

46.  For  examples  of  early  methods  of  Jail  administration, 
see  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  27,  28,  60.  In 
1875  a  residence  for  the  Jailer  was  built  In  Vir- 
ginia (County  Court  Record,  v.  D,  p.  383,384  ). 
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erection  of  public  buildings,  the  commlsBloners •  court 
was  charged  also  with  the  care  of  roads  and  bridges, 
the  county  poor,  and  county  finances.   These  duties 
were  not  too  onerous  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
scope  of  control  exercised  by  the  court  was  greater 
during  the  formative  years  than  at  any  later  period. 
Once  the  machinery  to  deal  with  local  transportation, 
public  welfare,  and  finance  was  set  up,  the  subsequent 
developments  were  largely  Influenced  by  the  growth  of 
the  population  In  the  county. 

Roads  and  Bridges 

Next  to  the  acquisition  of  cheap  land,  the  sub- 
ject most  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  average  frontier 
farmer  was  the  building  of  roads,  bridges  and  other 
means  of  transportation  that  would  allow  him  to  bring 
his  produce  to  market.   The  state  law  concerning  public 
roads  of  1827  vested  with  the  commissioners  the  general 
superlntendency  over  the  public  roads  within  the  county. 
The  commissioners  were  authorized  to  lay  out  the  county 
Into  road  districts  and  to  appoint  road  supervisors. 
They  also  were  given  the  power  to  order  all  able-bodied 
males  between  18  and  50  to  perform  road  work  or  pay 
75  cents  a  day  for  an  8-hour  day,  5  days  a  year  or  less. 
Whenever  the  commissioners  received  a  petition  from  at 
least  35  voters  on  the  subject  of  opening  a  new  road 
or  closing  a  useless  road,  they  were  authorized  to 
appoint  viewers,  hear  their  report,  and  accept  or  re- 
ject the  views  expressed.  ^'^ 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  and 
subsequent  road  laws  the  county  officials  In  Cass  pro- 
ceded  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  transportation  In 
the  county.   In  the  very  early  meeting  of  the  commiss- 
ioners '  court  the  county  was  divided  Into  eleven  road 
districts.   The  respective  supervisors  were  Lawrence 
Clark,  Thomas  Wiggins,  Francis  Arenz,  Henry  Hopkins, 
William  Lynn,  James  Hlckey,  Jeremiah  Bowen,  Jeunes  Carr, 
William  W.  Babb,  William  Moore,  and  Madison  Beadles.  48 
As  the  population  waxed,  the  number  of  road  districts 
Increased  to  16  In  1840  and  21  In  1857.  49  One  of  the 
earliest  roads  viewed  In  the  county,  by  Thomas  Boyd, 
J.  R.  Bennett,  and  Julius  Elmore,  was  the  road  leading 
from  Peter  Cartwrlght's  place  In  Sangamon  County  to  the 
town  of  Virginia. 5"  Other  roads  constructed  during  the 
period  from  1837  to  1840  were  those  leading  from  A.  Job's 
place  to  Babb's  West  Bridge  at  the  Bluffs,  Beardstown 
to  Petersburg,  Beardstown  to  Amos  Hager's  place,  the 
Illinois  River  nearly  opposite  Sugar  Greek  Intersect- 
ing the  Beardstown-Hager  Road,  Henry  McHenry's  place  to 


47.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  340-46.   For  examples  of  provisions 
made  for  road  work  In  the  county,  see  Commissioners' 
Court,  v.  1,  p.  6,20,47,158,159,240.242,  In  Super- 
visors' Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

48.  Ibid. .  p.  3-6.  

49.  Ibid.,  p.  82-99;  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  329. 

50.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  7. 
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the  Huron  Road,  along  the  bluffs  to  the  Jacksonville 
Road,  J.  P.  Crow's  place  to  the  foot  of  the  bluffs, 
the  Princeton  Road  to  the  Lexington  and  Matanzas  State 
Road,  Beardstown  to  Manchester,  and  Lexington  to  Ma- 
tanzas. ^^ 

The  county  made  at  least  two  attempts  to  secure 
funds  from  the  state  government  for  road  purposes.   In 
1838  the  county  made  an  attempt  to  collect  Its  propor- 
tionate share  of  the  funds  appropriated  by  law  to  those 
counties  "through  which  no  railroad  or  canal  Is  pro- 
vided to  be  made  at  the  expense  or  cost  of  the  state 
of  Illinois  .  ..."  52  Since  the  depression  of  1837 
had  "knocked  the  bottom"  out  of  the  rather  chimerical 
Internal  Improvements  program,  It  seems  that  the  county 
did  not  collect  Its  share.  53 

The  second  effort  to  secure  extra-county  aid  for 
roads  proved  more  successful.   Under  the  Swamp  Act  of 
1850  Congress  gave  the  "swamp  and  overflowed"  lands  to 
the  states  In  which  they  were  located.   Illinois  In 
turn  presented  these  lands  to  the  respective  counties 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  necessary  levees 
and  drains  to  reclaim  the  lands,  and  for  "the  purpose 
of  education,  roads,  and  bridges,  or  to  such  other  pur- 
poses as  the  courts  or  county  Judge  may  deem  It  exped- 
ient." 54  In  accordance  with  this  act  C.  Van  Ullch 
was  appointed  drainage  commissioner;  and  the  county 
hired  legal  advisers  to  make  claim  for  Its  proper 
share  of  land.  55  The  monies  that  were  received,  plus 
#2,000  from  private  subscription,  were  allocated  as 
follows:   (1;  $300  was  appropriated  for  the  road  from 
Beardstown  to  Petersburg;  (2)  three  fifths  of  the  rest 
of  the  money  went  to  the  road  from  Beardstown  to  Vir- 
ginia; and  (3)  the  remainder  was  given  for  the  road 
from  Beardstown  to  Arenzvllle.   The  reasons  given  for 
allocating  the  funds  In  the  above  manner,  to  appease 
the  eastern  sections  of  the  county,  were:   that  It 
would  benefit  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  county; 
that  the  Federal  and  state  governments  had  contemplat- 
ed that  the  proceeds  should  go  for  the  drainage  of  that 
part  of  the  county  In  which  lands  were  situated  (and 
most  of  the  land  was  located  In  the  western  part);  and 
that  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  had  benefitted  to 
the  amount  of  $50,000  subscribed  to  a  projected  rail- 
road In  that  area. 56 

Besides  roads  as  an  agency  of  transportation  there 
were  other  methods  which  facilitated  trade,  commerce, 


51.  Ibid., p.  72-78. 

52.  L.  1837,  p.  135. 

53.  Ibid. .  p.  121-51.  William  Thomas  of  Jacksonville, 
Morgan  County,  was  appointed  the  collecting  agent  for 
the  county.   Commissioners'  Court, v.  1,  p.  21,35,  In 
Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record),  see  -^ntry  3. 

54.  L.  1852,  Second  Sess.,  p.  178.   See  also  p.  179-86. 
5e.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  142,  In  Supervisors' 

Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 
56.  Ibid.,  p.  595.  6467^11. .  v.  C,  p.  47. 
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and  social  Intercourse.   Beardstown  on  the  Illinois 
served  as  a  connecting  point  with  St.  Louis  and  all 
Intermediary  points  via  steamboat. 57  Bridges  and 
ferries  across  the  Illinois,  Sangamon,  and  other 
rivers  and  creeks  were  provided  for  very  early  In  the 
history  of  the  county. 5°  In  fact,  the  first  ferry  any- 
where along  the  Illinois  River  was  licensed  by  Thomas 
Beard  at  Beardstown  In  1826,  and  served  the  surround- 
ing country  until  1888  when  a  wooden  toll  bridge  re- 
placed lt.o9  An  attempt  was  even  made  In  the  early 
40 's  to  build  a  Beardstown  and  Sangamon  Canal, 60  but 
the  Idea  was  given  ud  when  It  was  realized  that  the 
Sangamon  River  was  not  suitable  for  steamboat  transpor- 
tation.  With  the  coming  of  the  railroad  In  the  1850 's, 
the  relative  economic  Importance  of  other  means  of  trans- 
portation decreased,  and  the  program  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments, centered  mainly  around  roads  and  railroads. 

Public  Welfare 

The  care  of  the  needy  In  the  earlier  period  of  the 
county  history,  much  In  the  same  manner  as  the  problem 
of  Internal  Improvements,  was  vested  In  the  hands  of 
the  local  authorities.   The  poor  law  of  1833  provided 
that  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  together  with  a  person 
appointed  by  the  county  commissioners,  shall  act  as  the 
overseers  of  the  poor.   Their  duty  was  "diligently  to 
Inquire  after  all  such  persons  .  .  .  unable  to  earn  a 
livelihood  in  consequence  of  any  bodily  infirmity, 
idiocy,  lunacy,  or  other  unavoidable  cause  and  to  pro- 
vide for  them  the  necessary  comforts  of  life,  by  con- 
fiding the  care  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  to  some 
moral  and  discreet  householder  or  householders  in  the 
district,  of  sufficient  ability  to  provide  for  them. "61 
The  law  also  authorized  the  commissioners'  court  to  es- 
tablish a  poorhouse  —  In  which  case  the  powers  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  were  to  be  curtailed. o2 

During  the  first  years,  and,  in  Isolated  cases, 
after  the  purchase  of  a  poor  farm,  each  pauper  was  given 
Individual  consideration  by  the  commissioners.   Some  of 


57.  Shipping  rates  from  St.  Louis  to  Beardstown  in  1839 
were  37^  cents  per  hundred  pounds  of  freight.   See 
Conger,  History  of  the  Illinois  River  Valley.  I. 
167,168.  ^ 

58.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  14,48,123;  County 
Court  Record,  v.  B,p.  64,  In  Supervisors'  Minutes 
(Record),  see.  entry  3;  Prlv.  L.  1865,  II,  267-69; 
Prlv.  L.  1869,  II,  354,355. 

59.  The  history  of  the  Beardstown  ferry  is  very  interest- 
ing since  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the  growth 
of  Beardstown.   See  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  9; 
County  Court  Record,  v.  C,  p.  211;  Perrln  ed. ,  History 
of  Cass  County,  p.  20;  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass 
County,  p.  781;  Prlv.  L.  1865,  I,  536. 

60.  L.  1839,  p.  196;  L.  1841,  p.  48. 

61.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  480,  as  amended  in  L.  1839,  p.  138. 

62.  Ibid.,  p.  138-40. 
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the  cases  dealt  with  were:   (1)  Francis  Ashbury  Hai*(ly 
was  assigned  to  his  brother  James  W.  Hardy  and  the 
county  paid  $8  a  month  for  his  board  and  keep;  (2)  John 
Miller,  a  lunatic,  was  confined  to  the  county  Jail,  but 
when  the  commissioners  found  out  that  he  had  relatives 
and  property  in  Pennsylvania  he  was  shipped  there  by 
the  county;  (3)  Frederick  V/ltte  was  allowed  $25  for 
keeping  his  son  who  was  Insane;  (4)  William  S.  Clemons 
was  paid  $6  for  digging  four  graves  for  a  Mr.  Steward 
and  wife,  an  Irishman,  and  Murgus,  a  poor  person;  (5) 
physicians  In  the  county  were  hired  for  lump  annual  sums 
ranging  from  $40  to  $75  to  take  care  of  the  health  of 
the  poor;  and  (6)  --  and  unusual  case  to  be  sure  — 
"William  Blair  (was)  allowed  |85  to  build  a  small  frame 
as  a  substitute  for  a  hospital  for  keeping  a  deranged 
woman  In  Sugar  Qrove  district.  .  .  ."65 

By  1846  the  number  of  needy  persons  had  Increased 
sufficiently  to  warrant  the  purchase  of  a  poor  farm. 
The  farm  of  Reddlck  Horn,  130  acres  located  near  the 
present  station  of  Bluff  Springs,  was  bought  by  the 
county  for  $1,500.   An  addition  to  the  poor  farm  was 
made  In  1852  when  a  piece  of  land  was  bought  from 
James  Buck  for  11,050.   The  total  area  of  the  poor 
farm  numbered  194  acres.  64 

Periodically  the  poor  farm  was  rented  out  to  the 
person  who  was  the  successful  bidder.   This  Individual 
would  pay  the  county  rent  for  being  allowed  to  till  the 
farm  land  and  would  be  paid  for  taking  charge  of  the  poor 
on  the  farm.   The  statement  of  James  Buck,  lessee  for 
1850,  showed  that  he  was  charged  $141  rent  and  was  owed 
a  similar  amount  by  the  county.   The  same  general  prac- 
tice continued  for  many  years. 65 

County  Finances 

The  brevity  and  simplicity  of  the  early  assessment 
reports  to  the  commissioners '  court  reveal  In  a  telling 
way  the  frontier  conditions  existing  In  the  county.   On 
September  8,  1837  "the  court  ordered  the  following  kinds 
of  property  to  be  taxed  at  the  rate  of  one-half  percent. 
Town  lots,  indentured  or  registered  negroes,  or  mulatto 
servants,  pleasure  carriages,  Stock  In  Trade  on  all 
horses,  mares,  mules,  asses  and  all  neat  cattle  over 


63.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  38,  357;  County  Court 
Record,  v.  B,  p.  26,35,69,634,656,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3.  The  building  of  the 
frame  house  by  Blair  Is  described  In  Commissioners' 
Court,  V.  1,  p.  108;  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p. 
281,321,  and  v.  D,  p.  236. 

64.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  347,  353;  Deed  Rec- 
ord, V.  B,  p.  530  and  v.  T,    p.  189,  see  entry  76; 
County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  113. 

65.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  540;  County  Court 
Record,  v.  B,  p.  31,  142,  225,  281,  656  and  v.  C, 
p.  92,  In  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record),  see  entry 
3.   See  also  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County, 
p.  672,  673. 
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and  under  three  years  old.   Hogs,  sheep,  wagons  and 
carts. "66  The  statement  In  1838  showed  that  the  tax 
upon  personal  property  was  $576.34,  and  the  tax  on  land 
was  $356.01.   Licenses  and  fees  paid  to  the  commissioners 
amounted  to  0148.67  "phe  tax  on  land  was  levied  on  the 
basis  of  the  list  or  transcripts  of  all  land  subject 
to  taxation  procured  by  William  Babb  from  the  clerk's 
office  at  Jacksonville. 68  In  1840  the  court  ordered 
that  the  county  be  divided  Into  three  assessor's 
districts,  but  this  division  was  abolished  the  very 
next  year. 69  During  the  ante-bellum  period  the  sums 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  total  only  a  few  thousand 
dollars  for  the  county,  and  the  tax  rate  averaged  be- 
tween 30  cents  and  $1.00  on  $100.  '^0 

In  newly  organized  communities  dishonest  officials 
were  common  enough  not  to  cause  too  great  a  furor.   In 
Cass  County  the  case  of  Lemon  Plasters,  collector  and 
sheriff  during  the  years  1837  to  1840,  was  especially 
interesting  since  he  and  his  securities  were  released 
from  liability  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature, 
approved  March  3.  1845,  on  the  plea  that  Plasters 
was  Insolvent  and  the  securities  unable  to  pay  his 
defaulting  bill  of  $1,819.15  excluding  cost.  71  Some- 
times an  official,  usually  the  treasurer,  was  unable 
to  make  his  report  on  time  because  the  delinquencies 
in  payment  of  taxes  were  many.   72  The  difficulty  In 
arriving  at  final  tax  settlements  also  caused  the 
financial  statements  of  the  county  to  be  Incomplete. 73 

Early  Economic  Development 

Economic  and  social  institutions,  like  political 
forms  and  ideas,  were  transplanted  by  the  settlers 
and  immigrants  from  their  old  homes  and  introduced  in 
their  new  ones.   As  population  quadrupled  in  Cass 
County  during  the  first  two  decades  of  its  existence 
and  agriculture  and  business  began  to  flourish, 
schools  and  churches  were  built  and  newspapers  appeared 
throughout  the  region.   By  1860  orderly  society  was 
firmly  established  in  Cass  County. 

Growth  of  Population, 
1840-1S60 

The  largest  increase  in  population  in  the  entire 

66.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  8. 

67.  Ibid.,  p.  51. 

68.  Ibid.,  p.  9. 

69.  Tbid. .  p.  41,  90. 

70.  Ibid.,  p.  98;  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  18, 
53,654;  ibid. .  v.  C,p.  3. 

71.  L.  1841,  p.  305;  L.  1845,  p.  127,  128,  343.   Case 
of  John  Craln,  1849.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1, 
p.  511. 

72.  Case  of  Joseph  McLane.   County  Court  Record,  v. 
B,  p.  30. 

73.  Case  of  Phlneas  Underwood.   County  Court  Record, 
V.  B,  p.  529. 
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history  of  Cass  took  place  In  this  early  period.   From 
a  total  of  2,981  persons  in  1840  the  population  figures 
Jumped  to  7,253  in  1850  and  11,313  in  1860.   The  colored 
population  was  very  negligible  during  the  whole  period — 
there  being  but  5  Negroes  in  the  county  in  1850  and  12 
in  1860.   The  foreign-born,  however,  were  considerable 
by  1860.   There  were  2,454  persons  in  the  county  born 
outside  the  United  States  the  year  before  the  Civil  War 
broke  out,  and  these  came  largely  from  Germany,  Ireland, 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Scandinavian  countries. ^4 

Agricultural  Development 

The  inhabitants  of  Cass  County  in  the  ante-bellum 
period  were  engaged  mainly  in  agriculture  and  business. 
Very  little  of  the  area  of  the  county  was  not  suited 
for  agriculture  and  two  fifths  of  the  rich  prairie 
could  produce  maximum  crop  yields.  "^^  A  chemical  analysis 
of  the  soil  was  made  in  1840  by  Justus  Liebig  and  a  Mr. 
Bausingault;  and  later  analysis  showed  that  over  50  per- 
cent of  the  soil  belonged  in  soil  grades  no.  1  to  no. 5 
(no.  1  being  the  most  productive  soil  grade,  consider- 
ing only  the  major  crops  grown  in  the  county  and  no,  10 
submarglnal  land).   The  chief  crops  grown  were  corn', 
wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley,  buckwheat,  potatoes,  Irish 
and  sweet,  as  well  as  a  great  variety  of  vegetables. "^6 

The  pioneers  also  tried  their  hands  at  raising 
cotton  and  establishing  an  extensive  pork  and  beef 
center  in  the  county.   The  cotton  experiment  failed 
after  the  great  snow  of  1831;  '^'^  but  the  other  effort 
proved  to  be  successful.   Before  the  era  of  extensive 
railroad  building  many  Cincinnati  (also  called  "Pork- 
opolls")  packing  firms  had  branches  in  Eeardstov.'n, 
and  the  cattle-raising  farmers  in  the  vicinity  brought 
their  animals  into  the  town  to  be  slaughtered.   Already 
in  the  1830 's  one  farmer  had  700  head  of  cattle,  and 
John  Prunty,  as  late  as  1874,  had  a  thousand-acre  farm 
devoted  almost  wholly  to  livestock.   Some  farmers  were 
engaged  in  raising  pure-bred  cattle  of  various  kinds 
and  even  racing  horses. '^8 

Early  In  the  1850 's  many  farmers,  and  business 
people  closely  allied  to  farming.  Joined  the  Illinois 
State  Agricultural  Society  under  the  leadership  of 
Francis  A.  Arenz.   In  1856  the  Cass  County  Agricultural 


74.  U.  3.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Eighth  Census  of 
the  United  States.  1860.  Population,  p.  79;  ibid. . 
Ninth  Census  of  the  United  States. 1870.  I,  Population. 
23,351. 

75.  University  of  Illinois,  Information  P'^rtairilnK  to 
Farm.  Home  and  Community,  p.  9^  (Hereinafter  cited 
as  Farm.  Home  and  Community. ) 

76.  Farm.  Home  and  Community,  p.  9.   See  also  Martin 
ed.,  History  of  Cass  County,  d.  730-34. 

77.  Perrln,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  26. 

78.  Martin  ed History  of  Cass  County,  p.  730-34. 
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Society  was  organized  with  Arenz  as  Its  first  president. '^9 
The  Society  bougcht  ten  acres  of  land  from  Robert  Hall 
In  1857  and  formed  the  Cass  County  Fair  Grounds  Organ- 
ization to  serve  the  agricultural  and  social  interests 
of  the  farmer  and  his  family. SO 

By  1860  the  value  of  the  farms  In  the  county  was 
^4,260,382,  and  the  number  of  acres  Improved  and  un- 
improved were  104,041  and  92,224  respectively.   The 
Implements  and  machinery  used  on  the  farms  were  worth 
$139,213;  the  livestock  in  the  county  was  valued  at 
1649,730;   and  the  animals  slaughtered  at  $264,030.81 

Business  Activities 

The  early  businesses  in  the  county  were  largely 
dependent  upon  the  agricultural  needs  of  the  inhabitants. 
Mills  to  grind  corn  and  cut  timber  were  established 
throughout  the  county  in  the  20 's  and  30 's.   Some  of 
these  mills  were:   Horace  Billing's  mill  set  up  in  the 
1820's;  Richard  Sheppard's  mill  on  Indian  Creek  (1821); 
John  Thompson's  mill  (1830)  in  the  Virginia  vicinity; 
A.  S.  West's  and  William  Morgan's  mill  on  Panther 
Creek  (1838);  Richard  McDonald's  mill  and  Henry  L. 
Ingall's  mill  also  on  Panther  Creek;  the  horse  mill 
around  Arenzville  in  1830;  and  James  Watkin's  small 
water  mill  in  the  northeast  portion  of  the  county. 
Horace  Billing's  mill  proved  to  be  a  failure,  and 
those  on  Panther  Creek  engaged  in  sawing  timber  were 
all  carried  down  the  stream  in  floods.   N.  B.  Burns 
built  the  first  steam  mill  in  Virginia  but  it  was 
burnt  in  1852  or  1853.   The  firm  of  Armstrong  and 
Beasley  was,  however,  successful  in  setting  up  a  steam 
mill  in  1862,  and  in  running  it  until  1871  when  it  was 
sold  to  M.  Cooper. 82 

Blacksmith  shops,  general  merchandise  stores,  and 
taverns  were  also  opened  very  early  in  the  county's 
history.   Smithies  were  at  work  in  the  Beardstown  and 
Virginia  vicinities  in  the  20 's;  Matthew  Holland  set 
up  his  shop  in  the  northeast  In  1835,  and  Dr.  Chandler 
provided  a  blacksmith  for  the  convenience  of  his  local- 
ity in  the  same  year. 93  Merchandise  licenses  were  grant- 
ed to  J.  L.  Wilbourne  at  Beardstown,  Leonard  Wllkey, 
and  H.  C.  Meyers  in  the  late  1830 's. 84  The  first  tavern 
license  granted  by  the  commissioners'  court  was  to 


79.  Bateman,  et_  al_.  ,  Historical  Encyclopedia  of  Illinois, 
I   22  23. 

80.  Priv.'L.  1857,  p.  1181,  1182;  Perrin,  ed. ,  History  of 
Cass  County,  p.  67,  70,71. 

81.  U.  3.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Ai^criculture  o_f  the 
United  States  in  1860,  p.  30,31,33. 

92.   Perrin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  83,84,122,123, 
125,127;  Conger  and  Hull,  eds.,  History  of  the 
Illinois  River  Valley.  I,  471. 

83.  Perrin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  22-24. 

84.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  6,475,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3;  Perrin,  ed. ,  History 
of  Cass  County,  p.  138,  139. 
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George  H.  Nolte  of  Beardstown;  others  followed.  35  The 
general  order  concerning  the  regulation  of  taverns  by 
the  commissioners  In  1839  provided  the  following  raaxlmura 
charges  for  the  various  services  rendered  by  tnem:   each 
meal  of  victuals,  37^  cents;  each  night's  lodging,  25 
cents;  feed  for  a  horse,  25  cents;  keeping  a  horse  per 
night,  50  cents;  half  a  pint  of  whiskey,  12^  cents;  half 
a  pint  of  brandy,  25  cents;  half  a  pint  of  gin,  25  cents; 
half  a  pint  of  rum  and  cordials,  25  cents;  and  a  half 
a  pint  of  rum,  25  cents. °°  Some  years  later  the  court 
attempted  to  discourage  the  sale  of  liquor  by  ordering 
that  "hereafter  no  license  or  permit  to  keep  a  grocery 
for  retailing  ardent  spirits  be  issued  for  less  than 
$200  per  annum. "  8"^ 

Among  the  businessmen  and  artisans  in  Beards- 
town  in  1834  were  Francis  Arenz,  L.  W.  Talmage  and 
Co.,  T.  and  J.  L.  Wilbourne, J.  M.  Marchant  and  Co., 
Haywood  Read,  and  J.  Parratt  and  Co.,  general  merchants; 
John  Allred,  M.  Kingsbury,  and  Llscomb  and  Buckle, 
tailors;  J.  Roulston,  hatmaker;  Henry  Boemler,  cabinet- 
maker; M.  McCreary, cooper;  and  Maloney  and  Smith,  for- 
warding and  commission  business. SB  An  important  tann- 
ing yard,  established  by  the  father  of  James  Cunningham, 
was  located  in  Beardstown.   89 

A  traveler  through  the  town  in  1848  described  Beards- 
town as  an  enterprising  trading  center.   He  wrote:   "In 
the  spring  of  1848  I  spent  a  week  or  two  in  Beaixistown. 
This  was  an  ambitious  place  -  had  a  brick  tavern  and 
a  landing,  and  was  the  entrepot  and  the  outlet  of  nearly 
all  the  saleable  products  of  a  large  part  of  the  State. 
A  traveler  between  Springfield  and  Beardstown  would  rarely 
be  out  of  sight  of  heavily  loaded  wagons  carrying  out 
the  productions  or  bringing  In  the  merchants'  goods. "90 

By  1860  there  were  7  manufacturing  establishments 
in  the  county  whose  plant  and  equipment  were  valued  at 
$41,756,  hiring  an  average  of  71  employees  a  year  and 
paying  523,928  in  wages. 91  They  produced  carriages, 
flour  and  meal,  furniture,  iron  castings,  saddlery  and 
harness,  tin  copper  and  sheet  metal  and  ironware. ^2 
The  value  of  the  products  was  $  83,840.^3 


85.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  7. 

86.  Ibid.,  p.  44. 

37.   County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  255,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

88.  Perrln,  ed'. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  31. 

89.  Conger  and  Hull,  eds..  History  of  the  Illinois  River 
Valley.  I,  468,471.  

90.  A.  W.  French,  "Early  Reminiscences,"   Illinois  State 
Historical  Society,  Transactions.  1901,  o.  61. 

91.  U.  S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Eighth  Census  of  the 
!^"^^ed  States.  1860.  Ill,  Manufactures.  ST. 

92.  Ibid. 

93.  Ibid. 
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Early  Social  Institutions 
Educational  Propiress.  1827-1867 

The  establishment  of  schools  and  churches  followed 
soon  after  the  clearance  of  the  first  farms  and  the 
growth  of  the  early  businesses.   The  frontier  schools 
were  usually  constructed  by  the  citizens  of  the  local- 
ity who  were  anxious  that  their  children  should  be 
taught  how  to  read,  write,  and  cipher.   M.  L.  Lindsley 
erected  a  log-cabin  school,  near  the  river  bluffs 
about  five  miles  west  of  Beardstown  as  early  as  1827. 
A  few  years  later,  Messrs.  Beard  and  Arenz  built  a  log 
cabin  in  Beardstown  and  donated  it  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  thriving  community  for  school  purposes.   Amos 
Ogden  did  the  same  for  his  neighborhood  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  county.   "^ 

Some  of  the  early  teachers  in  these  log-cabin 
schoolhouses  scattered  throughout  the  county  were 
William  Holmes,  Mrs.  Henry  Ingalls,  Moses  Hurlinson, 
Thomas  S.  Berry,  and  B.  F.  Nelson.   Berry,  it  was  re- 
puted, had  made  a  900-mile  Journey  on  horseback  from 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  Virginia,  Cass  County,  in 
1829  carrying  all  his  belongings  in  a  saddle  bag.   Of 
Nelson  one  author  says  that  he  was  "'a  man  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  scholarly  and  gentlemanly  in 
his  manners,  but  entirely  without  energy  and  Industry.'"  95 

The  first  school  commissioner  was  a  member  of  the 
politically  active  Plasters  family,  Thomas,  Jr.  He  was 
appointed  in  1837  and  held  office  until  1841.   His 
successor  was  Richard  S.  Thomas  who  was  elected  in 
1841  and  served  until  1849.   Besides  serving  as  school 
commissioner  Thomas  was  interested  in  railroads  and  be- 
came the  president  of  the  Illinois  River  Railroad  in 
1857.   Other  school  commissioners  before  the  Civil  V/ar 
were  John  B.  Shaw,  Ebenezer  Leonard,  and  Isaac  V/. 
Overall.  96 

Several  important  events  happened  in  the  latter 
1840' 6  which  served  to  promote  educational  activities. 
In  1845  Richard  S.  Thomas  was  instructed  to  apportion 
and  distribute  the  school  funds  to  all  the  school  dis- 
tricts or  townships  making  a  proper  return  of  the 
children  under  twenty  years,  in  the  areas, 97  and  in 
the  same  year  the  courthouse  at  Virginia  was  given  to 
the  school  trustees  of  township  17,  north,  range  10, 
west,  for  a  period  of  ten  years  (at  a  sum  of  $1   per 


94.  Bateman,  et  al_.  ,  Historical  Encyclopedia  of  Illinois, 
I,  84;  PefHn,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  31, 
77,  112,  146,  148;  Conger  and  Hull,  eds.,  History  of 
the  Illinois  River  Valley.  I,  290,  291. 

95.  Ibid.,  p.  291. 

96.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  6,  146;  County  Court 
Record,  v.  B,  p.  254,  262,-281,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

97.  L.  1844,  p.  185. 
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year)  to  be  used  for  school  purposes.  ^Q  Two  years 
later,  under  the  leadership  of  Henry  E.  Dummer,  the 
Beardstown  Library  Association  was  Incorporated  to  pro- 
vide library  facilities  for  Its  members.   The  trustees 
of  the  Association  were  Virginius  A.  Turpln,  Tnomas  R. 
Sanders,  James  McClure,  George  H.  Nolte,  and  Henry  E. 
Dummer.   The  association  was  allowed  to  use  the  room 
formerly  occupied  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for 
library  purposes.  °- 

A  very  significant  educational  event  was  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Virginia  Seminary  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church  in  1852,  The  original  incor- 
porators of  the  Seminary  were  John  K.  Berry,  Abraham 
H.  Goodpasture,  Nathan  H.  Downing,  Elihu  Bone,  Richard 
S.  Thomas,  Kahlon  H.  L.  Schooley,  John  H.  Thompson, 
Harvey  O'Neal  and  Gilbert  Dodds.   The  objects  of  the 
institution  were  to  serve  as  a  seminary  of  learning 
for  the  advancement  of  religion,  science,  and  the 
cause  of  education  generally.  1*^^  j^   ^^^g  located  near 
Virginia  and  seems  to  have  disappeared  in  the  1870 'a. 
Its  name  was  changed  in  1857  to  the  Union  College  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  but  the  old  name 
was  assumed  again  in  1869.101  There  is  also  a  law  deal- 
ing with  the  establishment  of  the  Virginia  Female  Sem- 
inary in  1857,  but  no  mention  of  it  has  been  found  in 
the  records  of  the  county  court  or  in  secondary  sources 
available. 102 

Although  various  state  laws  had  been  passed  deal- 
ing with  a  system  of  public  Instruction  the  first  com- 
prehensive act  was  the  school  law  of  1855.   Embodying 
the  principal  suggestions  of  the  memorial  presented  to 
the  state  legislature  In  1844  by  J.  S.  Wright  of  Cook 
County,  H.  W.  Wead  of  Fulton,  and  D.  J.  Pinkney  of 
Ogle,  the  law  provided  for  a  state  superintendent  of 
schools;  for  a  system  of  county  superintendents  of 
schools;  and  for  local  taxation  sufficient  to  keep  open 
a  free  school  in  every  district  at  least  three  months 
a  year. 105  By  1867  there  were  65  public  scnools  in  Cass 

?8.   Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  308. 

99.  The  name  of  Henry  E.  Dummer  appears  quite  frequently 
in  the  records.   He  often  rendered  legal  advice  to 
the  county  and  played  an  Iraoortant  role  in  the  cultur- 
al development  of  the  county.   He  rode  the  circuit 
with  such  famous  lawyers  as  Abraham  Lincoln,  Orville 
Hickman  Browning,  William  Brown,  and  Henry  J.  Shaw. 
Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  398,  399,  in  Super- 
visors' Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3.  Almost  a 

half  a  century  later  the  Women's  Club  of  Beardstown 
secured  $10,090  from  the  Carnegie  Func  ana  built  the 
Beardstown  Public  Library  (190?).   See  Edward  F. 
Dunne,  ed. ,  Illinois  the  Heart  of  the  Nation.  V, 
200,201. ~ 

100.  L.  1852,  o.  25-27. 

101.  Priv.  L.  1357,  p.  1072,1073;  Prlv.  L.  1859,  I,  49-52. 

102.  Priv.  L.  1857,  p.  843-45. 

103.  Samuel  Willard,  "Brief  History  of  Early  Education  in 
Illinois,"  in  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Biennial  Report.  1882-1884,  p.  cxvil. 
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County  in  66  school  districts  serving  3,306  pupils  out 
of  a  possible  school  population  of  4,188  (including 
children  between  the  ages  of  6  to  21)  having  103 
teachers.   Two  private  schools  with  70  pupils  also 
existed  in  the  county.   The  total  expenditures  for 
the  year  ending  June,  1867  were  $31,303,  and  the  district 
tax  levy  for  the  year  was  $22, 506.  K-''* 

Churches 

Religious  organizations  were  established  in  the 
county  area  almost  as  soon  as  the  settlers  arrived, 
although  church  buildings  like  school  buildings  were 
not  erected  until  after  the  inhabitants  had  established 
themselves.   Among  the  earliest  denominations  in  the 
county  were  the  Methodists.   The  Reverend  Levi  Springer 
came  to  Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1823  from  Indiana,  and 
settled  near  the  town  of  Virginia.   He  and  his  wife 
had  traveled  on  horseback  and  spent  their  first  two 
nights  sleeping  in  the  open  prairie  with  only  blankets 
for  protection  and  the  wolves  howling  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 105  No  church  organization  seems  to  have  been 
effected  in  Virginia,  however,  until  about  1836.   In 
that  year  an  old  horse  barn  was  secured  and  services 
held  therein.   The  Reverend  Springer  was  a  member  of 
this  group;  but  the  pastoral  duties  were  performed  by 
the  Reverend  Enoch  Faulkner. 1^6 

In  Beardstown  the  Reverend  Reddick  Horn,  also  a 
Methodist  preacher,  began  to  conduct  services  in  the 
log-cabin  used  as  a  schoolhouse  in  1832. 10'^  An  amus- 
ing Incident,  illustrating  the  close  tie  between  re- 
ligion and  politics,  is  told  of  the  Reverend  Horn. 
One  time,  during  a  service  in  the  courthouse  in  1838, 
the  Reverend  Horn,  a  Whig,  ascended  the  rostrum  to 
preach.   Mr.  N.  B.  Thompson  a  Democrat,  arose,  put 
on  his  hat,  and  left  the  hall.   Before  Thompson  could 
reach  the  door  the  Reverend  Horn,  in  a  loud  and  firm 
voice,  recited  the  following  verse  of  scripture:  "The 
wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursuethJ "   108  This  group 
built  their  first  church  in  1848  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  State  Streets. 109 

The  Presbyterians  were  organized  at  the  home  of 
Dr.  Charles  Chandler  by  the  Reverends  Hale  and  Theron 
Baldwin  in  October,  1836.   The  services  were  held  there 
until  1841  —  both  Professor  J.  B.Turner  and  the  Rev- 
erend Thomas  Llpplncott  preaching  before  the  group 
occasionally. 110  In  1847,  however,  the  group  turned 
into  a  Congregational  church. Ill  The  same  incident 

104.  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Seventh 
Biennial  Report,  1867-1868.  p.  476,480,484. 

105.  James  Leaton,  History  of  Methodism  in  Illinois  from 
1785  to  1832.  p.  394. 

106.  Ferrin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cjss  County,  p.  97-102. 

107.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Csss  County,  p.  746-57. 

108.  Ibid. 

109.  Tbid. 

110.  Ibid . .  p.  750. 

111.  Ibid. 
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occurred  In  Beardstown  when  the  Presbyterian  church, 
formed  In  1845,  became  Congregational  In  1850.112 

The  Reverend  3amuel  Brockman  served  the  Dis- 
ciples of  Christ  church  organized  at  Princeton  (later 
moved  to  Philadelphia  a  village  southeast  of  Virginia) 
In  1837.  113  Princeton  was  then  a  thriving  town  of 
about  200  Inhabitants  but  It  rapidly  disappeared  after 
1860  when  the  Illinois  River  Railroad  missed  the  town. 114 
The  Virginia  Christian  Church  was  organised  two  years 
later  (  In  1839  )  by  the  Reverend  V/llllam  H.  Brown.  115 

According  to  the  rpcoiTds  dealing  with  the  admitt- 
ance of  new  churches  Into  the  Baptist  Association,  the 
Sangamon  Bottom  Church  was  organized  In  1838.  116  The 
quotation,  dated  October  3  and  4,  1838  reads:  "  The  Sang- 
amon Bottom  Church,  conslstlnr  of  seven  members  (and) 
located  In  Cass  County  .  .  .  (was)  received  into  the 
Association,  the  hand  of  fellowship  being  given  to  their 
delegates  by  the  moderator. "  H'^  This  church  ceased 
to  exist  in  1864.  118  The  second  Baptist  church  in  the 
county  was  organized  at  Virginia  in  1341  but  it  lasted 
only  four  years.  H^  Two  other  churches,  one  at  Vir- 
ginia and  one  at  Beardstown.  did  not  survive  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Civil  War.   120 

Among  the  early  Baptist  preachers  in  the  county 
were  the  Reverends  Cyrus  V.'rlght  and  V/llliam  Crow.   Al- 
though they  visited  both  Beardstown  and  Virginia  during 
1827,  they  did  not  organize  any  churches  in  the  county. 121 

A  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in 
Arenzvllle  in  1854.   This  church  paid  off  Its  debt  on 
the  church  building  In  1870,  and.  for  a  time,  prospered; 
but  gradually  it  disappeared.  12S   The  Shiloh  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  3|  miles  west  of  Virginia, 
was  organized  in  1357  and  continued  its  existence  after 
the  Civil  War. 123  The  Reverend  John  Dale  organized  a 
Presbyterian  church  at  Virginia  and  erected  a  build- 
ing for  services  in  1857,  serving  as  its  pastor  until 
1862  when  he  entered  the  army  as  a  chaDlaln.  124  g.  W. 


112.  Martin,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  750. 

113.  Nathaniel  3.  Haynes,  History  of  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  in  Illinois  1819-1914.  p.  127,128. 

114.  Ibid. 

115.  Ibid." 

116.  Edwin  3.  Walker,  History  of  Springfield  Baptist 
Association,  p.  17. 

117.  Ibid. 

118.  2S2.  •  P-  lO'^- 

119.  Edwin  S.  Walker,  History  of  Springfield  Baptist 
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120.  XDia. 

121.  Martin,  ed.,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  751, 

122.  Ibid.,  p.  752. 

123.  Ibid. 

124.  Ibid.,  p.  752,753. 
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Goodspeed,  M.  D. ,  petitioned  the  Presbytery  for  a  formal 
organization  of  this  church;  and  it  was  duly  formed  as 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Virginia  on  July  4,  1863  — 
he  and  David  Downing  being  elected  and  Installed  as 
elders.  125 

The  parent  denominations  of  these  early  frontier 
churches  aided  their  offspring  with  money  and  preachers. 
The  religious  conquest  of  the  frontier  was  prosecuted 
with  great  zeal  in  the  Illinois  area  by  the  represent- 
atives of  the  frontier-minded  denominations.   The  Meth- 
odists especially  were  very  successful  in  establish- 
ing themselves  as  the  largest  group  in  the  county.   An 
Interesting  tale  is  told  by  Dr.  French  regarding  one 
of  the  churches  in  Cass  erected  from  funds  supplied 
by  eastern  religious  groups.   He  wrote: 

On  ray  way  across  Cass  County  I  saw  a  little  place 
with  a  rather  pretentious  name,  one  of  the  numerous 
churches  which  had  little  hope  of  ever  being  com- 
pleted. In  my  eastern  home  I  had  often  heard  from 
the  pulpit  appeals  for  aid  for  western,  particularly 
Illinois  churches  and  there  was  a  pretty  steady 
flow  of  contributions  for  that  purpose  and  here 
was  one  of  the  products.   The  building  had  got  It- 
self inclosed,  but  if  the  door  or  windows  had 
been  used  they  were  now  gone,  and  a  flock  of  real 
sheep  sought  within  a  shade  from  the  summer  sun. 
A  purer  congregation  is  not  conceivable,  for  not 
a  goat  was  there. 126 

The  early  church-goers  did  not  always  distinguish 
very  clearly  between  the  religious  services  offered  by 
the  various  denominations.   Many  were  interested  in  going 
to  church  for  religious  and  social  reasons:   the  type 
of  service  did  not  bother  them  very  much  as  long  as  it 
was  offered  by  the  prevalent  American  Protestant  denom- 
inations.  A  very  keen  observation  of  this  Important 
fact  was  noted  by  Dr.  French  during  his  week's  stay  in 
Beardstown  in  1848.   He  said: 

Several  religious  societies  existed  in  the  town 
of  Beardstown  and  as  many  efforts  had  been  made 
to  erect  places  of  worship  but  none  of  them  had 
been  brought  sufficiently  near  completion  to  be 
used.   So  by  common  consent  each  church  in  turn 
used  the  courthouse  as  a  place  of  worship.   The 
Episcopalians  would  meet  in  the  morning,  have  their 
spontaneous  singing,  responses,  united  oral  prayer, 
while  sitting,  responsive  reading,  etc.   In  the 
afternoon,  the  Presbyterians  would  assemble,  sing 
the  formal  hymns  first,  then  read  to  them,  rise 
for  orayer,  and  sit  during  the  singing  and  en- 
Joy  a  formal  and  well  studied  sermon  all  with 
marked  due  solemnity.   In  the  evening  the  Meth- 
odists took  their  turn  in  the  use  of  the  public 
building,  kneeled  during  prayers,  stood  in  sing- 
ing and  as  was  their  custom  in  those  days  re- 


125.  Ibid. 

126.  French,  "Early  Reminiscences,"  Illinois  State  His- 
torical Society.  Transactions,  1901.  p.  61. 
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lleved  any  dullneBS  which  an  observer  might  feel 
by  Individually  Injectlnt-  Into  the  ceremonies  a 
little  ejaculatory  agreement  with  sentiments 
uttered,  etc. 

Now  the  queerest  part  of  all  this  Is,  that  with 
a  half  a  dozen  exceptions  in  a  full  house,  ex- 
actly the  same  men  and  women  filled  the  seats 
and  participated  In  the  morning  ■.-.orshlp,  after- 
noon -ind  night,  adapting  themselves  so  well  to 
what  was  expected  of  them  by  the  man  in  the 
pulpit,  or  rather  on  the  rostrum,  and  fullflll- 
ing  the  requirements  of  each  mode  of  worship. 127 

The  Immigrant  groups  In  the  county  established 
their  own  churches.   The  Irish,  German,  and  other  Catho- 
lic grouDS  held  services  In  private  homes  during  the 
early  years.   In  1833  the  Reverend  Charles  Felix  Von 
Qulckenborne,  S.  J.,  of  St.  Louis  visited  Beardstown 
and  organized  one  of  the  oldest  parishes  In  the  state. 
In  1838  the  Reverend  J.  B.  Raho  of  La  Salle  visited 
the  county.   He  described  his  Journey  through  the 
area  In  the  following  terms:   "  I  discovered  about 
200  Irish  Catholics  scattered  around  a  radius  of  60 
miles  of  Beardstown.   I  visited  them  on  foot  carry- 
ing a  carpet  bag  containing  everything  necessary  for 
the  celebration  of  Holy  Mass  and  the  administration 
of  the  Sacraments.  .  .  .  "128  in  1851  the  Beardstown 
Catholic  community  was  favored  with  a  visit  by  the 
Right  Reverend  James  Oliver  Vandervelde,  second  bishop 
of  Chicago.   He  Initiated  a  movement  for  the  erection 
of  a  church  in  the  town  and  contributed  |50  from  his 
own  funds  for  that  purpose.   This  church  was  completed 
1852  and  was  called  St.  Alexius  Church. 129   Catholic 
societies  also  existed  in  Virginia,  Arenzville,  and 
Ashland  before  the  Civil  War,  but  no  churches  were  erect- 
ed until  after  the  war.   130 

The  German  Protestant  groups  organized  the  first 
German  Evangelical  church  in  Beardstown  about  1841. 
This  church  became  a  Germnn  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
in  1345.121  In  1850  some  members  left  the  church  for 
doctrinal  reasons  and  formed  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  at  Beardstown.   132  Q-erman  religious  groups 
were  also  prominent  in  Arenzville  and  Chandlerville 
before  the'  Civil  War.  133 


127.  French,  "Early  Reminiscences,'*  Illlnoie  State  His- 
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128.  Joseph  J.  Thompson,  Comp.,  Diocese  of  Springfield 
in  Illinois,  Diamond  Jubilee  History,  p.  174. 

129.  Joseph  J.  Thompson,  Comp.,  Piocese  of  Springfield 
in  Illinois .  Diamond  Jubilee  History,  pt  174-76. 

130.  Ibid..  232,  233. 

131.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  750. 
•  132.  Ibid. .  p.  751. 

133.  Evanrellcal  Lutheran  Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio  and 
Other  States,  Statistical  Year-Boojc  1938.  p.  43. 
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Local  Newspapers 

The  political  newspaper  appeared  very  early  In  the 
county.   The  Beardstown  Chronicle  and  Illinois  Bounty 
Land  Advertiser,  which  appeared  In  June  18,  1853, lasted 
only  until  the  fall  of  1834.134  For  the  next  twelve 
years  Cass  County  did  not  possess  a  newspaper. 135  Qn 
August  15,  1845,  however,  Sylvester  Emraons,  a  famous 
anti-Mormon  leader  who  had  been  expelled  from  Nauvoo 
the  previous  year,  established  the  G-azette,  a  Whig 
sheet.  In  Beardstown.   1^6  The  Whigs  had  carried  the 
county  In  the  presidential  elections  of  1840  and  1844 
by  small  margins,  and  succeeded  In  beating  the  Demo- 
crats again  In  1848.   137  Emmons  ran  the  Gazette  until 
December  2  ,  1852  when  he  sold  It  to  J.  L.  Sherman.   The 
latter  changed  the  name  of  tne  paper  to  the  Beards- 
town and  Petersburg  Gazette.  138  The  owners  of  the 
sheets  were  changed  again  In  1854;  and  It  v;a.  named  the 
Central  Illlnolslan  --  under  which  title  It  was  publish- 
ed until  the  Civil  War.   139  other  newspapers  appeared 
sporadically  during  the  50 's  and  60 's;  but  they  either 
did  not  last  very  long  or  their  owners  removed  them 
from  the  county.   Among  them  were  the  Owl,  a  reputed 
"scandal-mongering  society  paper"  which  appeared  in 
Virginia  from  1848  to  1849; 140  the  Virginia  Chronicle 
an  ultra-Whig  paper  put  out  by  a  Mr.  Tildsn  from 
1847  to  1852  and  then  removed  from  the  town; 141  and  the 
Democrat  Issued  by  W.  D.  Shurtleff  in  Beardstown  rrom 
1858  to  1865.  142  The  last-mentioned  newspaper  no 
doubt  helped  the  Democrats  continue  their  control  over 
the  county,  which  they  had  established  in  the  elections 
of  1852  and  1856,  during  the  Civil  War  period  --  for 
Lincoln  did  not  carry  Cass  County  either  in  1860  or 
1864.143 
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28  Historical  Sketch 

German  Literary  Association 

The  presence  of  a  large  number  of  Immigrants  from 
Germany  during  the  ante-bellum  period  and  their  con- 
tributions to  the  economic  and  social  life  of  the 
county  has  been  pointed  out.   In  1857  a  group  of 
Germans  In  Beardstown  secured  a  charter  for  the  "Ger- 
man Literary  Association  of  the  city  and  vicinity  of 
Beardstown."   The  leading  spirits  of  the  Association 
were  Christopher  H.  C.  Kaveklut,  Frederick  Ehrhardt, 
Frederick  Krohe,  Ferdinand  Gibbers,  Alexander  Sommers, 
Emll  Llppert,  and  Joseph  Strehlln.   The  object  of  the 
Association  was  declared  to  be  "to  unite  Germans,  of 
all  creeds  and  classes.  In  a  literary  bond  of  brother- 
hood and  mutual  friendship,  In  the  pursuit  of  science 
and  literature."  144  v/ith  schools,  churches,  a  theo- 
logical school,  a  library  association,  and  a  literary 
association  established  In  the  county  by  1860,  the 
educational  and  religious  needs  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Cass  County  were  adequately  served. 

From  the  Civil  War  to  1940  —  Political 

Even  before  the  Civil  V/ar  the  growing  complexity 
In  the  work  of  the  county  administrative  units  was 
evident.   The  war  merely  accelerated  this  process  until 
the  county  could  not  bear  the  burden  of  carrying  on  Its 
normal  functions  without  outside  aid.   The  state  govern- 
ment attempted  to  help  the  county  out  of  Its  difficulties 
by  passing  special  acts  enabling  the  local  government 
to  Increase  Its  tax  rates.   After  the  turn  of  the  century, 
however,  the  state  government  found  Itself  cau^Jiht  In 
the  whirlpool  of  centralization.   V/hen  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment stepped  In  after  192P  and  took  over  some  of 
the  governmental  functions  formerly  considered  the  sole 
province  of  the  local  regions,  the  county  was  not  mere- 
ly relieved  of  certain  responsibilities  but  also  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  determining  directly  the 
politics  affecting  public  relief,  roads,  and  other 
functions. 

War  Record 

During  the  Civil  War  Cass  County  contributed  Its 
manpower  to  the  military  branches  of  the  nation.   The 
following  army  divisions  had  groups  of  men  from  Cass 
In  them:   19th  Illinois  Cavalry;  32nd  Illinois  Regi- 
ment, Com.!)any  G;  33rd  Illinois  Regiment,  Company  K; 
47th  Illinois  Regiment,  Company  F;  19th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, Company  F;  33rd  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  K; 
and  114th  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  D.  Charles  E.  Llpp- 
Incott,  a  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Charles  Chandler  and  a 
resident  In  Chandlervllle,  was  the  captain  of  the  33rd 
Illinois  Infantry  Company  K,  and  later  was  made  a 
brigadier  general.   145  The  county  court  in  1862  had 
ordered  that  a  count  should  be  made  of  the  number  of 
persons  that  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 


144.  Frlv.  L.  1857,  p.  421,422. 

145.  Perrln,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  119,  163-65. 
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from  the  commencement  of  the  war  up  to  September  1, 
1862.   The  returns  by  precincts  showed  the  following: 

3.  SERVICE,  1862^'*^ 
of  Men 


TABLE  II: 

MEN  IN  U. 

Prlnclnct 

No. 

Beardstown 

283 

Lancaster 

130 

Princeton 

17 

Chandlerville 

61 

Monroe 

25 

Richmond 

64 

Arenzvllle 

52 

Indian  Creek 

40 

Virginia 

146 

TOTAL 


ai8 


By  186Ck  1  out  of  every  10  persons  in  the  total  popula- 
tion (1,312  out  of  11,325)  was  In  the  army.  147  (see 
Table  II  ) 

The  county  aided  the  families  of  the  soldiers  away 
from  home  somewhat;  and  the  question  of  giving  county 
bonuses  was  raised  by  James  A.  Dick  and  others  in  October 
1864.148  This  petition  and  the  one  of  Patrick  O'Brien 
In  February   1865  were  refused  because  "the  people  are 
already  taxed;  and  .  .  .  there  is  not  authority  in  this 
Court  to  make  such  appropriation. "  1^^  The  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1865,  however,  authorized  the  county  court 
to  levy  a  special  tax  for  a  bounty  fund  and  to  award 
drafted  men  or  volunteers  not  more  than  $500  each. 1^0 
War  orphans  were  provided  for  at  the  Illinois  Soldiers' 
College  at  Fulton,  Whiteside  County.  151 

The  material  dealing  with  the  participation  of  the 
men  from  Cass  County  in  the  Spanish  -  American  War  and 
World  War  I  Is  not  readily  available.   Yet,  we  do  know 
that  the  county  was  represented  in  both  wars.   The  hon- 
or roll  of  Cass  County'  In  the  Virginia  Public  Library 
lists  1,032  names  of  men  who  served  in  the  World  War. 152 

Final  Change  in  County  Seat  — 
Establishment  of  Township  System 

A  little  over  a  decade  before  the  Civil  War  the 


146.  County  Court  Record,  v.  C  p.  92,95,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

147.  D.  W.  Lusk,  Politics  and  Politicians,  p.  172;  U.  3. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Eighth  Census  of  the  United 
States.  1860.  Population,  p.  79. 

148.  County  Court  Record,  v.  C,  p.  188. 

149.  Ibid.,  p.  202. 

150.  Priv.  L.  1865,  I,  117. 

151.  County  Court  Record,  v.  C,  p.  363,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see   entry  3. 

152.  Soldiers'  Discharges,  v.  1,  see  entry  98;  Miscellaneous 
Record,  see  entry  78  (ix). 
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state  constitution  of  1848  had  required  all  counties 
to  change  their  form  of  government  from  the  county 
commissioners'  court  to  the  county  court  and  further 
provided  that  those  counties  that  wish  to  adopt  the 
township  system  may  do  so. 153  Accordingly  the  last 
county  comr.lssloners,  Kenry  McHenry ,  George  H.  Nolte, 
and  George  V/.  V/eaver  gave  way  to  the  first  officials 
under  the  county  court  form  of  government  (December 
1849):   James  Shaw,  county  Judge;  William  Taylor  and 
Thomas  Plasty 
and  Lewis  F. 


,o    .^iiCA",     V^^^V^liVJ     jv^^g,^,,     ..^^-.- j__-    

:ers,  Justices  of  peace  for  the  county- 
,  Sanders,  clerk  of  the  county  court. 1°* 


An  effort  to  effect  a  township  organization  was 
not  lacking.   In  1849  an  election  was  held  upon  peti- 
tion on  the  question  of  townshlo  or^-anlzatlon.  A  major- 
ity of  those  voting  (  236  to  178  )  decided  In  favor 
of  the  township  form  of  government  and  laying  out 
commissioners  were  aocolnted  (  F.  A.  Arenz,  James  Berry, 
and  Charles  Chandler")  "to  lay  off  the  County  Into  towns 
or  townships,  and  to  name  each  Township  so  laved  off . "15^ 
The  commissioners  failed  to  perform  their  duty  as  sched- 
uled since  Berry  died  and  Arenz  and  Chandler  couldn't 
get  together.   156  Although  the  records  do  not  mention 
the  Incident  again  It  can  readily  be  seen  that  the  num- 
ber that  voted  for  township  organization  did  not  con- 
stitute over  50^  of  the  total  of  legal  voters  In  the 
county.  157  Therefore,  the  first  attempt  to  establish 
township  government  failed. 

In  the  meantime  the  citizenry  In  the  central  and 
eastern  parts  of  the  county  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Virginia  to  Beardstown 
In  1845.   Elections  on  the  question  of  returning  the 
seat  to  Virginia  were  held  In  1853,  1857,  1868,  and 
1872.158  Only  In  the  last  election  did  a  majority  vote 
to  remove  the  seat  to  Virginia  (1,458  to  1,330). 159 
The  results  of  this  election  were  contested  oy  the 
Beardstown  people  In  the  circuit  court  and  In  the 
Illinois  Supreme  Court.   In  both  cases  the  decision 


153.  Const.  1846,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6,  L.  1349,  p.  62-57. 

154.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  543;  County  Court 
Record,  v.  B,  p.  1,  In  Supervisors'  Klnutes  (Record), 
see  entry  3. 

155.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  3. 

156.  Ibid.,  p.  2,13. 

157.  Only  286  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  township 
system.   The  tota''  vote  cast  In  the  election  of  1843 
was  1,435.   See  The  Whig  Almanac  and  United  States 
Register  (1849),  p.  62. 

15S.  L.  1353,  p.  152,  153;  L.  1357,  p.  193;  Perrln,  ed. , 
History  of  Cass  County,  p.  51. 

159.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D,  p.  131,  In  Supervisors' 

Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3.   The  sectional  divis- 
ion over  the  location  of  the  county  seat  cc^n   readily 
be  seen  from  the  vote  by  precincts.   Those  nearer 
Beardstown  opposed  the  removal  by  a  vote  of  1,201 
to  110;  thos'e' near  Virginia  voted  1,348  to  128  for 
the  removal.   Ibid. ,  p.  140. 
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was  In  favor  of  Virginia — but  it  was  not  until  1875 

that  the  removal  was  finally  maijifi  and  business  begun 

at  the  present-day  county  seat.-'-°'^  VJith  the  removal  of  the 

seat  from  Beardstown  the  courthouse  in  that  city  was 

turned  over  to  school  district  no.  1  until  September 

15,  1877  when  both  the  courthouse  and  the  Jail  were 

sold  for  $300;  ^^^  and  a  new  courthouse  was  received 

as  a  present  from  the  City  of  Virginia. 162  The  new 

Jail  in  Virginia  was  built  by  the  county  in  1876-1877 

and  cost  about  $15,000.   The  contractor  was  Joseph 

W.  Black  of  that  city. 163 

After  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1870, 
counties  under  the  county  form  of  government  auto- 
matically went  back  to  the  county  commissioners' 
system. 164  The  last  county  court  officials  (1873) 
were  F.  H.  Rearick,  Judge;  Jeptha  Plasters  and  Andrew 
Struble,  county  Justices;  Allen  J.  Hill,  county  clerk; 
and  George  Volkmar,  sheriff. 165  The  first  board  of 
county  commissioners  met  December  1873.   They  were 
Robert  Fielden,  John  H.  Malone,  and  William  Campbell. 
James  3.  Black  was  the  first  clerk  and  George  Volkmar 
continued  holding  the  sheriffalty.  166  Although 
elections  were  requested  several  times  after  1849  on 
the  question  of  changing  to  township  organization, 
the  county  continued  under  the  commissioners'  form  of 
government  until  after  the  World  War. 167 

The  petition  of  F.  C.  Wallbaum  in  1923  praying 
that  the  court  submit  the  question  of  township  organiz- 
ation again  to  the  voters  proved  to  be  successful. 
At  the  election  held  on  November  6,  1923  the  voters 
decided,  by  a  vote  of  3,521  to  761,  in  favor  of  mak- 
ing the  change. 168  The  commissioners  appointed  to 
divide  the  county  were  Jeptha  Armstrong  of  Chandler- 
vllle,  John  Broeker  of  Beardstown,  and  Joseph  E.  Edwards 
of  Oregon.  169  They  set  up  eleven  townships:   Arenzville, 
Ashland,  Beardstown,  Bluff  Springs,  Chandlerville,  Hag- 
ener,  Newmansvllle,  Panther  Creek,  Philadelphia,  Sanga- 
mon Valley  and  Virginia.  I'^O  The  first  meeting  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  was  held  April  14,  1924. 1"1  The 


160.  76  111.   35,  37;  County  Court  Record,  v.  D,  p.  123, 
124,  132,  287,  288,  289. 

161.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D,  p.  430,  504. 

162.  Ibid. ,  D.  292,  306,  316,  344. 

163.  Ibid.,  p.  383,  384. 

164.  Art.  X,  sees.  5  and  6. 

165.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D,  p.  196,198,  in  Supervisors* 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

166.  Ibid.,  p.  303. 

167.  Petitions  of  Peter  Richard  (1857),  Kelling  Berry 
(1871),  and  Levi  Horton  (1901).   See  ibid. .  \.  B, 
p.  457;  ibid..  V.  D,  73;  Martin  ed. ,  History  of 
Cass  County,  p.  660,  561. 

168.  County  Board  Minutes,  v.  5,  p.  546. 

169.  Ibid.,  p.  557,  558. 

170.  Ibid.,  p.  583-86. 

171.  Martin,  ed..  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  583-86. 
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supervisors  In  the  eleven  townships  In  1940  were:   Albert 
Nlcol,  Arenzvllle;  George  Jenkins,  Ashland;  Wesley  Perry, 
William  H.  De  Sollar,  and  Arnold  F.  Gramman,  Beardstown; 
QtuB   A.  Clark,  Bluff  Springs;  C.  F.  Harbison  Chandlervllle; 
Russell  Nordslek,  Hagener;  S.  S.  Monroe,  Newmanvllle;  George 
Cllne,  Panther  Creek;  R.  E.  Wankel,  Philadelphia;  T.  3. 
Barber,  Sangamon  Valley;  and  Frank  C.  Fox,  Virginia. -^-""^ 

County  Roads  —  Federal  Aid 

Under  both  the  county  court  and  board  of  county  com- 
missioners new  roads  were  opened  in  the  60 ' s  and  70 's. 
Turnpike  and  toll  roads  appeared  as  early  as  1841,  and  in 
1866  the  claying  of  the  Beardstown-Petersburg  Road  was 
ordered.^ '''^  The  first  hard  surface  road  was  laid  in  1909. •'•"5 
By  1940  the  total  length  of  rural  roads  in  the  county  was 
527.7  miles  (see  Table  III). 

Increase  of  Poor  Relief  — 
Federal~Prop:ram 

The  enlargement  of  the  poor  relief  program  also  took 
place  after  the  Civil  War.   Only  two  years  after  the  addi- 
tion to  the  poor  farm  was  purchased  (1852),  the  county 
board  decided  to  build  a  poorhouse  to  replace  the  farm 
house  on  the  poor  farm.   Jesse  Rlgglnls  was  awarded  the 
contract  and  completed  the  poorhouse  In  December  1854.  He 
was  paid  $950. 1'^°  Some  thirty  years  later,  in  1888,  a  n^w 
poorhouse  was  erected  by  Henry  J.  Schroeder  for  $3,844.-'- 
This  three-story  poorhouse  was  burned  down  in  1899,  and  a 
new  two-story  house  covering  a  larger  area  was  erected  with 
the  fire-insurance  money  received  (^3,096.44)  plus  other 
county  monies.   The  total  cost  of  this  poorhouse  (still  In 
use  in  1940)  was  not  stated  in  the  records. -^'^ 

Within  the  last  four  decades  the  problem  of  public 
welfare  has  increased  in  complexity  —  especially  after 
1929  when  the  old  local  system  broke  down  under  the  severe 
economic  dislocation,  and  the  Federal  Government  was  forced 
to  take  over  many  of  the  local  public  welfare  functions. 
The  statistical  data  presented  in  Table  IV  shows  to  what 
extent  this  transfer  has  been  effected. 


173.  Record  of  Officers  Elected,  v.  1,  p.  4,  see  entry  51. 

174.  Cominissloners '  Court,  v.  1  p.  130;  County  Court 
Record,  v.  C,  p.  308,  in  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record), 
see  "^ntry  3. 

175.  Hartin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  781. 

176.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  229  338,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

177.  Martin,  ed.  ,  History  of  Ca,ss  County,  p.  672,  673. 

178.  A  man  named  Knapp  was  tried  for  arson  in  connection 
with  the  burning  of  the  almshouse,  but  was  acquitted, 
October  1849.   See  Criminal  Case  Files,  nos.  1730-1820, 
entry  166.   For  the  1899  poorhouse,  see  Register  of 
Warrants,  v.  D,  nos.  B7827,  B7928,  B6138,  see  entry  8. 
C.  H.  Sexton,  the  contractor,  received  t2 . 200  plus  an 
unspecified  amount. 
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growing  Complexity  In 
County  finances 

The  additional  expenses  Incurred  by  the  county  as  a 
result  of  larger  expenditures  for  public  buildings  and 
their  furnishings,  roads  and  bridges,  public  welfare,  and 
railroads  meant  an  increase  In  tax  rates.   Tax  rates  rose 
from  below  $1.00  per  $100  valuation  on  personal  and  real- 
estate  property  to  as  high  as  $2.15  per  $100  In  1860.181 
After  the  war,  however,  the  rates  fell  to  about  $1.50  In 
1870  and  remained  at  about  $1.25  per  $100  for  the  next 
seven  decades. 1°^  The  amounts  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments passing  through  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer 
each  passed  the  $30,000  mark  In  1880  and  the  $100,000  mark 
In  1920. ■'■^'^  The  Items  In  the  lists  of  assessed  taxable 
property  changed  during  the  last  eight  decades;  and  such 
significant  property  Items  as  automobiles,  machinery  and 
equipment,  capital  stock  of  corporations,  rallroaa  proper- 
ties, and  public  utility  personalty  became  more  and  more 
Important  In  the  later  lists.   From  these  same  lists,  how- 
ever, It  Is  also  evident  that  the  county  still  remained  a 
predominantly  agricultural  region.   (See  the  comparative 
statement  of  taxable  property,  1879,  1902,  1920,  and  1938 
In  Table  V. ) 

County  In  National  Politics 

The  close  division  of  the  vote  of  the  county  In 
national  elections  visible  In  the  ante-bellum  period  and 
during  the  Civil  War  continued  for  the  next  five  decades. 
Yet,  during  all  the  elections  from  1868  to  1916  Inclusive 
the  Democratic  presidential  candidates  carried  the  county. 
In  some  years  the  margin  of  victory  was  substantial  as  In 
1868,  1384,  1892,  and  1912.   In  other  years,  however,  the 
defeated  candidate  failed  to  carry  the  county  by  a  few 
hundred.   In  1872  Oreeley  defeated  Grant  by  only  5  votes 
(see  Table  VI). 


TABLE 

VI:   VOTES  CAST  IN 

CASS  cqunt:i: 

-1916184 

■  FOR  PRESIDENT. 

1868 

Year 

Democrat 

Republican   Year 

Democrat 

Republican 

1868 

2125 

1077 

1896 

2462 

1946 

1872 

1152 

1147 

1900 

2626 

1846 

1876 

1618 

1209 

1904 

1906 

1827 

1880 

1778 

1262 

1908 

2434 

1878 

1884 

2506 

1405 

1912 

2223 

719 

1888 

2073 

1527 

1916 

4485 

3193 

1892 

2203 

1533 

161.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  654;  ibid.,  v.  c,  p. 
574,  In  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

182.  County  Board  Record,  v.  E,  p.  207;  ibid.,  v.  F,  p. 
220.   County  Board  Minutes,  v.  2,  p.  187,  In  Super- 
visors' Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3.  Collector's 
Books,  1900,  1910,  1920,  1930,  and  1938,  see  entry  27. 

183.  County  Board  Record,  v.  F,  p.  228;  County  Board 
Minutes,  v.  5,  p.  325. 

184.  The  Tribune  Almanac  and  Political  Register  (1868), 
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After  the  World  War,  In  the  elections  of  1920,  1924, 
and  1928,  the  county  switched  to  the  Republican  column; 
but  In  the  last  three  elections  the  Democrats  were  again 
the  victors. ^°^  The  proclivity  of  the  majority  of  voters 
in  the  county  toward  the  Democratic  Party  since  the  dis- 
integration of  the  Whig  Party  in  1852-1854  is  interesting 
—  especially  in  view  of  the  general  contention  of  some 
political  historians  that  Whig  areas  usually  (except  in 
the  South)  became  attached  to  the  Republican  Party. 186 

From  the  Civil  War  to  1940  -  Economic  and  Social 

The  economic  and  social  changes  after  the  Civil  War 
were  reflected  in,  and  overshadowed,  the  political  and 
administrative  developments.   The  coming  of  the  railroad 
and  the  increase  of  business  and  manufacturing  activities 
stimulated  the  expansion  of  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
county.   Forces  beyond  the  control  of  the  local  farming 
group,  however,  arose  after  the  World  V/ar  which  tied  the 
county  to  the  cycles  of  prosperity  and  depression  and 
resulted  in  the  economic  and  social  dislocation  of  many 
of  its  Inhabitants. 

Growth  of  Population 

After  1860  the  number  of  people  In  the  county  In- 
creased very  slowly  (except  for  the  decade  between  1870 
and  1880),  and  after  1920  the  total  number  actually 
declined.   Very  few  Iraralgrants  entered  the  county,  so 
that  by  1930  the  number  of  foreign-born  (which  had  been 
2,454  in  1860)  was  only  322  out  of  a  total  population  of 
16,197.   All  of  them,  except  14,  came  from  northern  and 
eastern  European  countries.   (See  tables  VII  and  VIII.) 

The  changes  in  the  centers  of  population  In  the 
county  after  the  Civil  War  also  were  not  very  great. 
Beardstown,  which  was  Incorporated  as  a  city  in  1849, 
easily  continued  holding  the  lead  which  it  possessed 


p.  r±,     vxofoy,  p.  oo,  \j.oi3/,    p.  64j  (1881),  p.  46| 
(1884),  p. 52;  (1889),  p.  62;  (1893),  p.  270;  (1897), 
p.  235;  (1901),  p.  323;  (1903-1905),  p.  312;  (1909), 
p.  323.   The  Chicago  Dally  News  Almanac  and  Yearbook 
(1913),  p.  436;  (1917),  p.  431. 

185.  Ibid.  (1921),  p.  729;  (1925),  p.  713;  (1929),  p.  690; 
TT933),  p.  688;  (1937),  p.  795.   Illinois  Department  of 
Secretary  of  State,  Official  Vote  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  Cast  at  the  General  Election,  Nov.  5.  I?40, 

p.  8.   The  total  vote  for  the  elections  held  during 
1920-1940  was:   1920,  Republican,  3,956;  Democrat,  2,861. 
In  1924,  Republican,  3,139;  Democrat,  2,909.   In  1928, 
^publican,  4,009;  Democrat,  3,461.   In  1932,  Democrat, 
5,669;  Republican,  2,745.   In  1936,  Democrat,  5,786; 
Republican,  3,209.   In  1940,  Democrat,  4,854;  Republican, 
4,490. 

186.  See  Theodore  Clark  Smith,  Parties  and  Slavery  1850-1859. 
p.  108-20;  Jesse  Macy,  The  Anti-Slavery  Crusade  A 
Chronicle  of  the  Gathering  Storm,  p.  98-111. 
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TABLE  VII:   POPULATION  STATISTICS, 

1  QOn-T  QAH  18" 


1870-1940 


Year 

Total 

Colored 

Foreign- 
Born 

1870 

11,576 

7 

1,656 

1880 

14,487 

6 

1,760 

1890' 

14,391 

1 

1,572 

l'900 

15,938 

4 

1,284 

1910 

17,368 

4 

866 

1920 

17,896 

600 

1930 

16,197 

322 

1940 

16,425 

Not  yet 
Available 

from  the  Y§^y  beginning  over  the  other  towns  in  the 
county,  ^88  Virginia  was  not  Incorporated  as  a  city 
until  1873;  °^   and  town  governments  were  established  in 
Chandlervllle.  Arenzvllle,  and  Ashland  In  the  1850*8 
and  1860 's,  ^^^   Several  villages  which  had  existed  In 
ante-bellum  days,  like  Monroe,  Princeton,  and  Lancaster 
were  forced  out  of  existence  mainly  because  they  did  not 
possess  railroad  connections;  while  Philadelphia  which 
was  laid  out  and  platted  In,  the  1830*8  declined  In  favor 
of  Virginia  in  the  60*8.  ^^^ 


187.  U.  S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Ninth  Census  of  the 
United  States.  1870.  I. Population.  23,  109,  351; 
Tenth  Census, 1880,  I,  Population.  387,  505;  Eleventh 
Census, 1690,  I,  Population.  Part  I,  407,  619;  Twelfth 
Cepsus,  1900  I,  Population,  Part  I,  579,  746;  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Fourteenth  Census,  19'P0,    III, 
Population,  251,  271;  Fifteenth  Census,  1930, 
Population  III,  Part  I,  614,  637;  Rand  McNall.v  Commercial 
Atlas  aiTT"Karketlns  Guide,  p.  120,  121. 

188.  Prlv.  L.  Ii67,  p.  1049,1050.   See  Directory  of 
Newcrsariers  and  Periodicals.  1940,  p.  195,197,  and 


201  for  comparative  population  figures  on  cities 
and  towns  In  Casb  County. 

189.  Prlv.  L.  1857.  p.  1443-50 

190.  Prlv.  L.  1861.  p.  577;  Prlv. 
Perrin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass 

191.  iDld.  p.  159. 


L.  1869,  III,  566-74; 
County,  p.  147. 
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42  Historical  Sketch 

Coming  of  the  Railroad 

Railroad  promoters  realized  In  the  50*8  the  necess- 
ity for  tapping  an  area  having  farms  valued  at  over 
four  million  dollars  and  producing  manufactured  goods 
totaling  over  eighty  thousand  dollars. IS^  Several 
companies,  planning  to  serve  the  Cass  County  locality, 
were  Incorporated  before  the  Civil  War;  194  yet  only 
two  were  actually  constructed  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  county.   The  St.  Louis,  Jacksonville  and 
Chicago  (by  1884  a  part  of  the  Chicago  and  Alton) 
was  opened  In  1858.*  It  ran  through  Ashland,  Caae 
County,  and  served  only  a  small  portion  of  the  extreme 
southeast  of  the  county. 195  The  Illinois  River  Rail- 
road (by  1887  a  part  of  the  Chicago,  Peoria  and  St. 
Louis)  was  completed  In  1859  from  Pekln  ( Taa swell 
County)  to  Vlr'glnla,  and  extended  to  Jacksonville  In 
1869.196  The  railroad  people  felt  that  the  $100,000 
worth  of  subscriptions  made  by  the  county  were  not 
enough  and  tried  to  secure  an  additional  $15,000 
from  the  county  before  completing  the  road  from  Vir- 
ginia southward.   When  the  county  officials  failed  to 
comply  with  this  request  the  tracks  were  not  laid 
directly  through  the  town  but  about  one  fourth  of  a 
mile  east  of  it.   19'''  Virginia,  however,  soon  out- 
grew its  limits  and  extended  eastward  to  include  the 
railroad  station. 198 

The  first  post-bellum  railroad  to  be  completed  was 
the  Rockford,  Rock  Island  and  St.  Louis.   The  road  was 
incorporated  in  1865  and  work  was  begun  four  years 


193.  U.  3.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Agriculture  of  the 
United  States  in  1860,  p.  30;  Eighth  Census  of  the 
United  States,  1860.  Ill,  Manufactures,  84. 

194.  The  railroad  companies  that  were  incorporated  during 
the  50 's  and  60 's  and  that  had  rights  of  way  through 
Cass  County  were:   Beardstown  and  Petersburg  Rail- 
road (1853);  Jacksonville  and  Beardstown  Railroad  (1857); 
Illinois  Farmers'  Railroad  (1859);  Beardstown,  Chand- 
lervllle  and  Mason  City  Railroad  (1869);  Peoria, 

Pekln  and  Jncksonville  Railroad  (1869) ;and  Quincy, 
Beardstown,  and  Northeast  Railroad  (1867).   See 
Prlv.  L.  1853,  p.  31-34;  Priv.  L.  1857,  p.  1261- 
66.   Also  see  Priv.  L.  1867,  II,  642-44  for  the 
act  of  incorporation  of  the  Beardstown,  Rushvllle  and 
Keokuk  Railroad,  and  the  Priv.  L.  1869,  p.  322-25  for 
the  act  to  authorize  certain  counties  to  subscribe 
stock. 

195.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cess  County,  p.  760. 

196.  The  Illinois  klver  Railroad  was  incorporated  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1853.   The  Company  was  organized  in  1857 
with  R.  S.  Thomas,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Cass 
County,  as  Its  president.   Ibid. ,  p.  775-77. 

197.  Martin,  ed.,  History  of  CasT-Uounty.  p.  775-77. 

198.  Ibid. 
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later. 199  jn  1870  tracks  between  Beardstown  and  Arenz- 

ville  were  laid. "00  These  tracks  are  today  a  part  of 

the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Qulncy  Railroad  which  has  opened  a 

workshop  in  Beardstown  employing,  at  times,  as  high 

as  1,000  to  1,200  men. 201 

The  last  railroad  to  be  constructed  in  the  county 
was  the  Pana,  Springfield  and  Northwestern  Railroad  in 
1871.   The  tracks  ran  through  the  entire  length  of  the 
county  from  the  northwest  to  southeast  connecting  Beards- 
town with  Bluff  Springs,  Virginia,  Philadelphia,  and 
Ashland. 202  in  1893  this  road  became  part  of  the  Balt- 
imore and  Ohio  chain. 203 

The  tendency  throughout  the  nation  for  the  amalga- 
mation of  small  railroads  with  larger  ones  was  visible 
In  Cass  County.   By  1940  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and 
Q,uincy  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  controlled  three  of 
the  four  roads  in  the  county  —  the  fourth,  the  old 
Chicago,  Peoria  and  St.  Louis,  having  been  taken  over 
by  the  Jacksonville  and  Havana  Railroad. 204 

Agricultural  Prosperity  and  Depression 

The  period  after  the  coming  of  the  railroad  wit- 
nessed an  increase  in  the  number  and  value  of  farms. 
In  1830  there  were  1,382  farms  in  the  county;  in  1900, 
1,432.   The  value  of  the  farms  rose  from  |;4,260,382  to 
111, 614, 360.   Farm  implements  and  machinery  were  used 
more  extensively  in  1900  than  in  1860;  and  the  value 
of  livestock  increased  from  $649,730  in  1860  to  Si, 243, 724 
in  1900.   The  estimated  value  of  farm  products  alone 
in  1900  was  $1,463,428.  (see  Table  IX)' 

After  the  World  War  the  number  of  farms  decreased 
from  1,164  in  1920  to  1,070  in  1930,  and  their  value 
declined  by  nearly  $20,000,000,  the  greatest  deprec- 
iable item  being  land  (declined  from  -330,383,311  in 
1920  to  $15,527,688  in  1930).   The  value  of  Imple- 
ments ano  machinerv  and  livestock  also  took  a  severe 
drop  (see  Table  IX);  and  the  total  worth  of  farm  pro- 
ducts declined  by  about  three  and  a  half  million  dollars. 
Cass  County  was  caught  in  the  net  of  the  nationwide  agri- 
cultural depression  that  followed  the  Great  War  of  1914- 
1918. 


199.  Martin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  777,  778. 

200.  Ibid. 

201.  Ibid.,  p.  778,  779. 

202.  Ibid.,  p.  777. 

203.  Ibid. 

204.  See  Illinois  Commerce  Commission,  Flailroad  Map  of 
Illinois  1928  by  P.  H.  Moynlhan,  et  al.  Copy  of 
map  located  at  433  East  Erie,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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Other  statistical  data  dealing  with  farm  Income, 
population,  Indebtedness,  tenure,  and  mechanization, 
and  with  the  comparative  value  of  farm  products  (state 
and  county)  around  1930  reveals  the  impact  of  the  World 
War  and  urban  industrialism  on  the  agrucultural  economy 
of  the  county.   In  1930  the  rural  population  was  5,553 
or  33.6  percent  of  the  total. 206  The  largest  proportion 
of  farms  were  devoted  to  crop  specialties  (55.3  percent), 
with  general  (18.9),  animal  (16.2),  dairy(2.9),  truck 
(.9),  and  poultry  (.8)  farms  following  in  their  respective 
order. 207 

Farm  incomes  were  derived,  percentably,  from  these 
specified  sources:  crops,  44.6;  livestock,  37. 8*  live- 
stock products,  9.4;  and  forest  products,  0.4.208  The 
operators  of  the  farms  used  about  7.8  percent  of  the 
products  themselves. 209  Crops  and  pasture  lands  were 
devoted  largely  to  raising  winter  wheat  (19.8);  rye 
(1.9);  spring  grain  (8.6);  hay  (5.0).  210  other  crops 
took  up  2.6  percent  of  the  crop  lands,  and  pasture  and 
idle,  fallow,  and  "failure"  land  amounted  to  34.5  per- 
cent of  the  total  crop  and  pasture  land. 211  The  com- 
parative average  crop  yields  over  the  decade,  1924- 
1933,  shows  in  what  proportion  Cass  County  was  a  typ- 
ical Illinois  agricultural  county   (see  Table  X). 
During  this  period  (1920-1940)  as  much  as  90  percent 
of  the  county  land  was  in  farms. 212 

Even  in  the  pre-World  War  period,  in  the  more 
prosperous  days,  share  cropping  and  tenancy  made  their 
appearance  in  the  county.   The  number  of  farms  operated 
by  their  owners  decre;ised  from  844  In  1880  to  413  In 
1930;  the  number  held  on  a  rental  basis  were  130  In 
1880,  163  in  1900,  and  48  in  1930;  and  those  in  which 
the  products  were  shared  amounted  to  408  in  1880, 
468  in  1900,  335  in  1920,  and  450  in  1930.213  Of  the 
owner-operated  farms  in  1930,  46.1  percent  were  mortgag- 
ed in  the  county  as  compared  to  41.3  percent  in  the 
whole  state.   The  average  mortgage  debt  in  the  county 
was  $9,569  per  farm  mortgage;  in  the  state,  $6, 182.214 
The  average  rate  of  interest  on  the  mortgage  debt  and 
the  average  taxes  on  lands  and  buildings  per  acre, 
however,  were  almost  equal  for  the  county  and  the 
state  (5.8  percent,  state  average  interest  rate,  5.7, 
for  the  county;  1.15  percent  average  taxes  on  lands 


206.  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  2. 

207.  Tbld. .  p.  38. 

208.  Ibid. 

209.  Ibid. 

210.  Ibid.,  p.  15. 

211.  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  15. 

212.  Ibid. ,  p.  3. 

213.  U.S.  Departuent  of  the  Interior,  Heport  on  the  Pro- 
duction of  Ap;rl culture.  1880.  p.  44,45;  ibid.  .  1900, 
V,  Agriculture,  Part  I,  72;  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
1920.  VI,  Agriculture.  Part  I,  The  Northern  States. 
377;  ibid.  .  1930.  II  At^-rlculture .  Part  I,  The  North- 
ern States.  559. 

214.  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  41. 
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TABLE  X:   AVERAGE  CROP  YIELD,  1924-1933, 
AND 


CROP  YIELD  INDEX 


215 


Item 

Illinois  In  percent 

Cass  In  percent 

Corn,  Bushel  per  acre 

34.9 

37.1 

Oats,  Bushel  per  acre 

32.4 

oX  •  (1> 

Winter  Wheat 

16.4 

17.1 

Spring  Wheat 

18.1 

16.8 

Barley 

27.6 

25.4 

Rye 

13.6 

13.3 

Soy  Beans 

16.7 

14.9 

Tame  Hay,  Tons 

1.3 

1.3 

Crop  Yield  Index 
(Corn,  Oats,  Wheat) 

100. 

103.9 

TABLE  XI:   M.-VNUFACTURING  STATISTICS,  1960-1930  ^^^ 


Item 

1860 

1870 

1880 

1900 

1919 

1930 

Number  of  Estab- 
lishments 

7 

22 

67 

132 

12 

11 

Capital 

41,756 

130,200 

196, 640 

566.648 

Average  Number 
Employees 

71 

107 

104 

404 

81 

543 

Wages 

23,928 

40,655 

25.427 

143,088 

81.709 

776,693 

Cost  Materials 

194,385 

277,816 

580.418 

4,251,770 

3.302,620 

Value  of  Product 

83,840 

293,252 

367,558 

912,137 

4,412,496 

4,349,487 

215.  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  16 

216.  U.  3.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  El^-nth  Census  of 

the  United  States.  I860.  Ill,  Manufactures,  84;  ibid. . 
A  Compendium  of  the  Ninth  Census  of  t.-.e  United  St-T  tes, 
1670,  p.  818;  ibid. ."I'enTh  Census  of  the  Unite"  States, 
1880.  II,  Manufactures.  107;  ibid.,  1900.  VIII.  Manu- 
factures, Part  I.  168;  U.  3.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
Fourteenth  Census,  1920.  IX,  Manufactures,  311;  ibid-. 
1930.  Manufactures.  III.  139. 
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and  buildings  for  the  state,  1.16  for  the  county). 218 
Although  the  land  values  of  farms  were  considerably 
high  In  Cass  County  than  In  the  state  (value  per  farm: 
Illinois,  $15,553;  Cass,  $18,529),  yet  In  1930,  56 
percent  of  the  farmland  was  tenant  operated.  219 

Business  and  Manufacturing 

The  commercial  activities  of  the  county  after  the 
Civil  War  continued  to  be  centered  mainly  around  the 
agricultural  pursuits.   Manufacturing  establishments 
Increased  from  7  in  1860  to  132  In  1900  but  declined 
In  number  to  11  In  1930.   The  average  number  of  employees 
of  the  132  establishments  In  1900,  however,  was  only  404 
while  the  11  In  1930  hired  543  employees  on  the  average. 
Moreover,  wages,  cost  of  materials,  and  value  of  the  pro- 
ducts were  considerably  greater  In  1930  than  In  1900 
Illustrating  the  operation  of  the  process  of  consoli- 
dation, (see  Table  XI).   Banking  facilities  were  estab- 
lished and  enlarged  throughout  the  county,  and  the 
number  of  retail  stores  of  various  kinds  In  1940  were 
248.220 

Social  Development 

In  spite  of  the  relative  slow  growth  of  population  , 
before  1920  and  Its  decline  In  absolute  number  after 
the  last  war,  the  number  of  schools  and  teachers  In- 
creased steadily  and  the  value  of  school  property  rose 
markedly,  (see  Table  XII).   High  schools  were  estab- 
lished throughout  the  county  and  the  number  of  Illiter- 
ates was  reduced  to  a  mere  108  out  of  a  total  popula- 
tion of  16,425.221 

Parallel  to  the  Increase  In  the  number  of  schools 
In  the  county  wae  the  growth  of  church  buildings  and 
groups.   Maintaining  the  lead  gained  by  their  Itiner- 
ant preachers  In  the  ante-bellum  period,  the  Metho- 
dists waxed  In  number.   By  1940  they  had  5  churches 
In  the  county  located  at  Beardstown,  Bluff  Springs, 
Chandlervllle,  Virginia,  and  Ashland  and  a  membership 
of  2,653  persons. 222  The  other  denominations  also  In- 
creased In  number  so  that  by  1940  there  were  12  In  the 
county  with  31  churches  In  operation  and  5,697  members. "=^2^ 

218.  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  41. 

219.  Ibid.,  p.  40. 

220.  For  a  description  of  the  banks  In  Cass  County  see 
Perrln,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  85-88,  113, 
114,  148;  Rand  ^cNally  Commercial  Atlas  and  Market- 
InR-  Guide,  p.  120. 

221.  Ibid. .  p.  121 

222.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Illinois  Annual  Conference, 
Journal  and  Year  Book.  1939,  p.  869. 

223.  See  Congregational  and  Christian  Churches,  Year  Book 
StatlstlcsT  1938.  p.  103-10;  Disciples  of  Christ, 
1939 'Year  Book  of  the  International  Convention,  p. 
376;  Illinois  Baptist  State  Convention,  Annual 
1939.  p.  Ill;  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Miss- 
ouri, Ohio  and  Other  States,  Statistical  Year- Book. 
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The  total  church  membership,  however,  was  larger  since 
those  who  were  communicants  of  the  six  Catholic  churches, 
the  Episcopalian  preaching  station,  and  the  Christian 
Science  Society  were  not  included  in  the  total  figure. 

An  interesting  event  in  newspaper  history  occurred 
in  the  fruitful  70 'e  when  the  Reverend  Schaberhorn 
attempted  to  publish  a  German  newspaper  in  the  county: 
Per  Beobachter  am  Illinois  Flusz  (1877).  A  year  later 
Theodore  Wilkins  bought  Per  Beobachter  and  renamed  it 
Per  Beardstown  Wochenblatt»?24  The  latter  sheet  also 
seems  to  have  been  short-lived. 

Several  well  established  daily  and  weekly  local 
newspapers,  however,  appeared  in  the  post-bellum  period 
which  were  still  in  existence  in  1940.  The  old  Central 
Illinoisian,  after  several  mergers,  finally  appeared 
in  1899  as  the  Illinoisian  Star,  with  an  office  at 
Beardstown.   225  At  the  county  seat  the  Virginia 
Gazette,  edited  from  1881  to  1913,  by  Charles  M. 
Tinney,  a  Republican,  appeared  regularly  since  1872.226 
The  Ashland  Sentinel,  started  by  John  S.  Harper  as  the 
Weekly  Eagle,  was  only  four  years  younger  than  the 
Virginia  Gazette;  and  the  Chandlerville  Times  dated 
back  to  1874.227 

Conclusion 

Viewing  the  history  of  the  county  retrospectively 
from  the  Civil  War  until  1940,  we  are  able  to  note  the 
following  outstanding  events:   (1)  the  replacement  of 
the  county  court  and  board  of  county  commissioners  by 


1938.  p.  43;  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  General 
Assembly,  Minutes  One  Hundred  Ninth  Meeting  (June 
1939),  p.  195;  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A., 
General  Assembly,  Minutes.  1939.  Part  I,  JourneJ. 
and  Statistics,  p.  502;  United  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  Illinois  Synod,  Minutes  of  the  Twentieth 
Annual  Convention.  1939.  p.  80;  United  Lutheran 
dhurch  in  America,  Wartburg  Synod,  Minutes  of  Sixty- 
fourth  Convention.  1939.  p.  36;  E.  P.  Alldredge, 
Southern  Baptist  Handbook,  1939.  p.  257,  515,  516; 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  Year  Book.  1940.  p.  330;  The  Christian 
Science  Journal  (June  1940),  LVIIlTT^o.  3,  13;  The 
Official  Catholic  Pirectory.  1935.  p.  533-35. 

224.  Perrin,  ed. ,  History  of  Cass  County,  p.  122,  123. 

225.  Martin,  ed..  History  of  ^ass  bounty,  p.  786,  787. 

226.  Iti^.,  p.  785,  786. 

227.  l^X^.,    p.  786,  787. 
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the  township  system  of  government;  (2)  the  establish- 
ment of  schools,  churches,  newspapers,  and  other  social 
Institutions;  (3)  the  breakdown  of  the  old  agricultural 
life  because  of  mechanization,  the  coming  of  the  rail- 
road, and  the  rise  of  the  competatlve  urban  Industrial 
order;  and  (4)  the  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
government  to  step  In  and  help  the  county  government 
carry  out  Its  many  functions. 


(First  entry,  p.  117) 

2.  GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATION  AND  RECORDS  SYSTEM 

Introduction 

The  county  In  Illinois  Is  a  corporate  body^  and 
an  administrative  unit  of  the  state;  Its  governmental 
organization  is  at  all  times  largely  an  expression 
of  this  dual  nature. 

The  growth  of  the  county  as  a  body  politic  is 
reflected,  in  each  of  the  state's  three  constitutional 
periods,  in  a  progressive  expansion  of  the  powers  which 
may  by  law  be  exercised  by  the  county  board,  and  in  the 
creation  of  new,  and  the  extension  of  existing,  county 
offices.   The  latter  phase  of  growth  in  Cass  County  and 
in  others  similarly  organized  at  present,  has  also  been 
affected  by  the  adoption  of  township  organization,  which 
for  the  first  time  constituted  the  civil  towns  as  an 
additional  level  of  government. 

An  analogous  development  appears  in  the  state's 
invasion  of  new  fields  of  government  and  the  extension 
of  the  county's  role  as  its  agent.   Originally,  the 
county  performed  but  a  single  Important  function  for 
the  state,  that  of  collecting  its  share  of  the  taxes 
levied  within  the  county.   Since  then  however  education, 
public  health,  registration  of  vital  statistics,  public 
assistance,  and  many  similar  if  less  important  matters 
have  entered  the  province  of  state  control  or  super- 
vision.  To  effect  this  control,  new  governmental  units, 
subcounty  districts  of  various  types,  have  come  into 
existence  or  have  been  converted  to  new  purposes;  the 
county,  because  of  its  intermediate  position,  has  be- 
come more  important  as  a  medium  of  that  control. 

Thus  the  complete  operation  of  county  government 
in  Illinois  brings  into  play  a  number  of  partly  distinct 
authorities.   Their  relationships,  at  any  time,  are 
complex.   The  changing  governmental  organization  of 
Cass  County,  therefore,  is  more  easily  traced  from 
the  viewpoint  of  the  major  functions  of  county  government. 

General  Administration 

General  administrative  jurisdiction  over  county 
business  has  always  been  vested  in  the  county  board. 
During  the  first  constitutional  period  the  county 
commissioners'  court  acted  as  tne  county  Loard  in  all 
counties. 2  It  was  expressly  declared  to  have  no 
original  or  appellate  Jurisdiction  in  civil  or  criminal 
actions,  but  had  all  power  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  Its  Jurisdiction  in  cases  concerning  the  public 
affairs  of  the  county  collectively.*^  The  commissioners 


1.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  107;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  130;  R.  3. 
1874  p.  305. 

2.  Const.  1818,  Schedule,  sec  4;  L.  1819,  p.  175, 
176. 

3.  L.  1819,  p.  176. 
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were  constitutional  officers,'*  and  were  elected;^ 
the  court  existed  solely  by  statutory  provision.^ 
Attached  to  It  In  a  ministerial  capacity  was  the  In- 
dependent statutory  office  of  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court,   at  first  filled  at  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  court, 9  later  by  election.^ 

Under  the  second  constitution,  the  newly  created 
county  court  succeeded^to  the  position  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court.  ^  As  an  administrative  body.^l 
It  was  composed  of  the  county  Judge,  an  elected,  con- 
stitutional officer, 12  a^d  two  Justices  of  the  peace, 
elected  at  large.  ■'■^  Another  new  office,  that  of  clerk 
of  the  county  court,  was  created  to  provide  it  with  a 
ministerial  officer;  the  clerk  also  was  elected. ^'^ 

The  constitution  of  1348  also  made  provision,  for 
the  first  time  for  an  optional  form  of  county  govern- 
ment.^^  The  subsequent  enabling  acts,  °  provided 
that  whenever  the  voters  of  a  county  might  so  determine, 
that  county  should  adopt  township  organization;  one  of 
the  principal  results  of  such  a  change  was  to  alter 
the  form  of  the  county  board. ^"  An  act  of  1849  pro- 
vider that  the  administrative  body  In  such  counties 
should  consist  of  a  board  of  supervisors,  composed 
of  members  elected,  one  in  each  of  several  townships. ^^ 
The  clerk,  of  'She  county  court  was  required  by  law  to 
act  as  the  "inisterial  officer  of  the  new  county  board. ^^ 
in  1872,  however,  that  clerk  was  replaced  by  a  new 


4.  Const.  1818,  f'chedule,  sec.  4. 

5.  L.  1819,  p.  99;  L.  1821,  p.  80;  L.  1837,  p.  103,104, 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

7.  Ibid. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  m837,  p.  49;  L.  1845,  p.  28. 

10.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

11.  The  county  court  was  also  a  court  of  law.   For 
Its  lurlsdlctlon  as  such,  see  Administration  of 
Justice,  Courts,  p.  58. 

12.  Const.  1943,  Art.  V,  Sec.  17. 

13.  Ibid. .  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  65.66. 

14.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  Sec.  19;  L.  1349,  ?.  63. 

15.  Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6. 

16.  The  original  enabling  act  of  1849  (L.  1849,  p. 
190-224)  was  repealed  two  years  later  by  a  more 
comprehensive  'but  essentially  similar  law(L.  1851, 
p.  35-78). 

17.  Other  effects  of  the  change,  within  the  sphere  of 
county  government  proper,  appear  with  regai?d  to 
the  taxation  procedure.   See  Finances  p.  55. 

18.  Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.  1851,  d.  53^ 
50-52;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  5.   Township 
organization  was  adopted  by  Cass  County  in  1923, 
but  the  change  did  not  become  effective  until  1924. 

19.  L.  1849,  p.  203;  L.  1851,  p.  52. 
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officer,  the  county  clerk,  whose  office  had  been  creat- 
ed and  made  elective,  by  the  third  constitution, 20 
and  who  was  required  by  law  to  act  as  ministerial  offi- 
cer for  the  county  board. ^i  Another  significant  change 
in  the  form  of  the  county  board  has  been  the  addition 
to  its  membership  of  assistant  supervisors,  elected 
from  the  various  towns  on  the  basis  of  population; '^'^ 
the  assistant  supervisors  have  no  powers  or  duties  as 
town  officers,  but  are  members  of  the  county  board  and 
as  such  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  rights  as  other 
members. 23 

The  Constitution  of  1870  also  provided  a  new  form 
of  county  board  in  counties  not  under  the  township 
organization.   This  board  was  to  be  composed  of  three 
officers,  styled  commissioners,  who  would  transact 
all  county  ousiness  as  provided  by  law. 24  Subsequent 
legislation  granted  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
all  powers  and  duties  fomerly  exercised  by  the  county 
court  'vhen  acting  in  its  administrative  capacity. 25 
Casf  County  was  under  the  county  commission  form  of 
government  from  1873  to  1924  when  township  organization 
was  instituted. 

Concurrent  with  the  changing  organization  of  the 
county  board  is  an  expansion  of  Its  functions,  without, 
however  considerable  extension  beyond  tne  original 
Jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  county  comralsftioners • 
court.   The  authority  of  that  body  extended  to  the  im- 
positicn  and  regulation  of  taxes, ^6  ^  limited  but  in- 
creasing management  of  county  property, 27  and  a  grow- 
ing fiscal  control,  stringent  in  regard  to  tax  collect- 
ions, 28  sporadic  in  its  check  on  the  expenditures  of 
other  county  of flees. 29  The  court  additionally  had 
power  to  appoint  Judges  of  election,'^'-'  select  Juries, "^^ 
and,  with  limitations,  to  provide  for  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges. 32  Poor  relief *53 


20.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

21.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  322. 

22.  Ibid. .  p.  1080;  L.  1925,  p.  605;  L.  1929.  p  774: 
L.  1931,  p.  905-10;  L.  1933,  P.  1115,  1116. 

23.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1080. 

24.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  6. 

25.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79. 

26.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

27.  Ibid.,  p.  237,  238;  L.  1842-43,  p.  128. 

28.  L.  1819,  p.  238,  318;  L.  1823,  p.  208;  R.  L. 
1827.  p.  373.  375;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  121;  L.  1842- 
43,  p.  112;  L.  1845,  p.  11,  12. 

29.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  266;  L.  1831,  p.  175. 

30.  L.  1819,  p.  90. 

31.  Ibid. .  p.  255;  L.  1823,  p.  182. 

32.  Either  by  calling  on  the  able-bodied  men  of  the 
county  for  labor,  or  by  raifiias  bond  Issues  by 
subscription  (L.  1819,  p.  333,  334,  336,  337, 
343;  L.  1821,  p.  167;  L.  1825,  p.  130-33). 

33.  L.  1819,  p.  127;  L.  1839,  p.  138.  139. 
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and  a  tentative  supervision  of  education  ^^4  also  fell 
within  its  general  administrative  Jurisdiction. 

The  effect  of  subsequent  legislation,  in  the  main, 
has  only  been  to  broaden  that  Jurisdiction.   The  county 
board  has  been  given  full  power  to  purchase,  contract 
for,  dispose  of,  and  make  regulations  concerning  all 
real  and  personal  property  of  the  county. ^^  It  is  now 
required  also  to  audit  all  claims  against  the  county 
and  the  accounts  of  such  offices  as  were  not  provided 
for  by  law. 36  Otherwise,  the  changes  in  form  of  the 
county  board  in  Cass  County  have  not  materially  affect- 
ed the  general  administrative  Jurisdiction  of  that 
body.*5'7 

Finances 

In  Illinois  counties,  there  has  always  been  a 
close  relationship  between  the  taxation  processes 
and  fiscal  control.   This  circumstance,  as  well  as 
frequent  evidence  of  the  county  board's  ultimate 
control  in  such  matters,  appears  in  a  resume  of  the 
legal  status  and  duties  of  the  officers  involved. 

Taxation 

The  assessment  function  in  taxation  was  dele- 
gated by  the  first  General  Assembly  to  the  county 
treasurer,  a  statutory  officer  appointed  by  the  county 
commispioners'  court. "^^  The  administrative  body, 
within  statutory  limits,  fixed  the  amount  of  the  levy, 
while,  the  value  of  many  categories  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  was  fixed  by  law;  however  ,  a  limited 
discretion  was  left  to  the  assessing  officer. '^^  In 
1825,  assessments  were  made  by  the  county  assessor, 
also  an  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court. ^'-* 
This  duty  reverted  to  the  county  treasurer  in  1827^^ 
and  continued  to  be  vested  in  that  office  until  1839, 
when  the  General  Assembly  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment by  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  district 


34.  R.  3.  1845,  p.  500,  501. 

35.  L.  1849,  p.  202;  L.  1851,  p.  50,  51;  L.  1861, 
p.  235,  236;  R.  3.  1874,  p.  306,  307;  L.  1911 
p.  245,  246;  L.  1923,  p.  304,  305;  L.  1937,  p. 
453   454. 

36.  L.  i849,*p.  202;  L.  1851,  p.  51;  R.  3.  1874, 
p.  307;  L.  1923,  p.  299. 

37.  Cf .  this  running  summary  with  R.  S.  1874,  p.  306, 
307;  and  111.  Rev.  3tat.  1939.  p.  942-44. 

38.  L.  1819,  p.  315. 

39.  Ibid.,  p.  313,  319;  L.  1325,  p.  173;  L.  1839, 
D.  4-6;  L.  1840,  p.  4;  L.  1345,  p.  6. 

40.  L.  1825,  p.  173. 

41.  R.  L.  1827,  D.  330. 
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assessors,  not  to  exceed  one  In  every  Justice's  district. ^2 
The  earlier  system  was  reestablished  In  1844,  with  the 
treasurer  ,  however,  now  having  the  status,  ex-off Iclo  of 
county  assessor.    Since  1924,  the  date  of  the  Institut- 
ion of  township  organization  In  Cass  County:  the  assess- 
ment function  has  been  performed  on  the  lower  govern- 
mental level  by  town  assessors,  elected  one  In  each  town- 
ship.^'* Today,  the  principal  duties  of  the  assessing  offi- 
cers, taken  together,  are  to  bring  up  to  date  each  year 
the  periodic  assessment  of  real  property,  to  take  current 
lists  of  and  appraise  personal  property  and  special 
categories  of  other  property. 45  The  treasurer  now  has 
the  status  ex-offlclo  of  supervisor  of  assessments. ^^ 

Before  the  creation  of  a  board  of  review,  the 
functions  which  today  fall  within  Its  scope  were  per- 
formed. In  substance  by  various  officers.   In  the  first 
constitutional  period  It  was  left  to  Interested  Indi- 
viduals or  parties  to  report  property  omitted  from  as- 
sessment; the  county  comnilssioners  '  court  could  hear 
appeals  from  assessments  but  there  was  no  provision 
for  their  equalization  by  districts. 4'^  in  1849  It  was 
provided  that  appeals  were  to  be  made  to  the  county 
court. 48  After  the  Institution  of  the  commission  form 
of  county  government  In  1873,  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners heard  all  appeals.*^  The  county  board  was 
required  to  laeet  annually  to  assess  omitted  property, 
review  assessments  upon  comDlalnt,  and  equalize  val- 
uations between  districts. ^^  In  1893  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  became  ,  ex  officio,  the  boai^i  of 
review. ^^  However,  since  the  Institution  of  township 
organization  In  1924,  the  board  has  consisted  of  the 
chairman  of  the  county  board  as  chairman  ex  officio 
of  the  board  of  review,  and  two  citizens  appointed 
by  the  county  Judge. 52  rphe  members  of  the  board 
select  their  own  clerk. 5*5 

The  collection  function  was  originally  performed 
in  all  counties  by  the  sheriff,  an  elected  constitutional 


42.  L.  1839,  p.  4. 

43.  L.  1843,  p.  231;  effective  in  1844. 

44.  L.  1849,  p.  192;  L.  1851,  p.  38;  L.  1871-72,  p. 20-24. 

45.  L.  1853,  p  16,17;  L.  1871-72,  p.  11,  14,  15,  19,  23; 
L.  1873,  p.  51;  L.  1879,  p.  241-45;  L.  1881,  p.  133, 
134;  L.  1885,  p.  234;  L.  1895,  p.  300,  301;  L.  1905, 
p.  360;  L.  1915,  p.  568;  L.  1923,  p.  495,500;  L.  1931- 
32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69. 

46.  L.  1898,  p.  36-44. 

47.  L.  1819,  p.  316;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  330;  L.  1839,  p.  7; 
L.  1845,  p.  8. 

48.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

49.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79,80. 

50.  L.  1371-72,  p.  21,  82,  24,  25. 

51.  L.  1898.  p.  46. 

52.  L.  1923,  p.  496;  L.  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  71,  72, 

53.  L.  1923,  p.  496,497. 
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officer. ^'^  Its  nature  has  changed  little  since  that 
time.   Essentially,  the  collecting  officer  collects 
taxes  according  to  Information  originating  outside 
his  Jurisdiction,  pays  over  such  suras  to  authorities 
designated  by  statute  to  receive  them,  and  reports 
on  payments  of  taxes  and  delinquencies.'^^  In  1839, 
by  a  development  analogous  to  that  which  occurred  with 
regard  to  assessments,  the  county  board's  control  was 
extended  to  enable  it  to  appoint  a  separate  county 
collector. °^  Soon  after  the  law  reverted  to  the 
earlier  situation  with  the  sheriff  acting  ex  officio 
as  collector. 57  This  situation  continued  until  the 
Institution  of  township  organization  in  1924  ;vhen  the 
county  treasurer  became,  ex  officio,  county^S  ^j^^j  town 


collector 
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Coordination  of  the  taxation  processes  has  always 
been  effected  by  the  county  clerk  or  his  predecessors. 
The  assessment  books  are  made  out  by  the  clerk,  and 
returned  to  him  by  the  assessors;  similarly,  the  collect- 
or reports  on  collections  on  delinquent  property;  finally, 
the  treasurer's  receipts  to  the  collector  for  taxes 
paid  come  Into  hie  possession,  and  the  centralization 
of  records  concerning  the  basic  taxation  procedure  Is 
completed.^^ 

Fiscal  Control 

The  fiduciary  function  in  county  finances  is  per- 
formed by  the  county  treasurer  alone.   The  duties  of 
the  office  have  remained  substantially  the  same  since 
its  creation,  namely:   to  receive,  principally  from 
the  collectors  of  taxes,  the  revenue  of  the  county;  to 
have  custody  of  Its  funds;  and  to  disburse  funds  only 
on  specific  authorization  by  law,  or  in  accordance 
with  the  order  of  the  county  board. ^1  Through  this 


54.  Const.  1813,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  L.  1819,  p.  315. 

55.  Ibid.,  p.  316-18;  L.  1821   p.  182,185;  R.L.  1827, 
p7332, 333;  R.  L.  1829,  p. 121-23;  L.  1831',  p.  125 
L.  1837,  p.  194,  195;  L.  1839  ,  p.  7-12;  L.  1843, 
p.  234;  L.  1845,  p.  11;  L.  1847,  p.  81;  L.  1871-72, 
p.  55,57,58. 

56.  L.  1838-39,  p.  7. 

57.  L.  1843,  p.  234. 

58.  L.  1871-72,  p.  3,6. 

59.  L.  1917,  p.  793.   This  provision  affected  counties 
with  fewer  than  100,000  Inhabitants.   The  population 
of  Cass  County  was  17,896  in  1920  and  16,537  in  1930. 
Population  Bulletin,  p.  8.  According  to  the  1940 
census,  the  population  is  16,425. 

60.  L.  1819,  p.  317;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  373;  L.  1837, p. 
194,195;  L.  1839,  p.  8-12;  L.  1840,  p.  3;  L.  1845, 
p.  9,11;  L.  1853,  p.  71,111;  L.  1871-72,  p.  32,34, 
35.46,56-58;  L.  1873-74,  p.  51;  L.  1911,  p.  485;  L. 
1917,  p.  654;  L.  1919,  p.  765;  L.  1931,  p.  747. 

61.  L.  1819,  p.  315,316;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  138;  L.  1861, 
p.  239;  R.  3.  1874,  p.  323,324. 
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last  requirement,  and  that  of  the  treasurer  to  report 
periodically  to  the  board  on  the  transactions  of  his 
office,  In  addition  to  his  regular  settlement  with  It, 
the  lines  of  flnagclal  authority  once  more  lead  to 
the  county  board. "2 

Administration  of  Justice 
Courta 

Justice,  In  Illinois  counties,  has  been  administered 
by  a  constantly  Increasing  number  of  bodies.   The 
Constitution  of  1818  vested  the  Judicial  powers  of  the 
state  In  a  Supreme  Court  and  such  Inferior  courts  as 
the  General  Assembly  should  ordain  euid  establish; 
required  the  Supreme  Court  Justices  to  hold  circuit 
courts  In  the  several  counties;  and  provided  for  the 
appointment,  In  such  manner  and  with  such  powers  and 
duties  as  the  General  Assembly  should  direct,  of  a 
competent  number  of  Justices  of  the  peace  In  each 
county.  o«5 

Federal  statutes  already  allowed  circuit  courts 
In  all  states  Jurisdiction  over  the  naturalization  of 
aliens; 64  the  first  state  legislature  additionally 
conferred  on  the  circuit  court  Jurisdiction  ov»r  all 
causes  at  common  law  and  chancery  and  over  all  cases 
of  treason,  felony,  and  other  crimes  and  misdemeanors. ^5 
The  legislature  further  required  that  two  terms  of  a 
circuit  court  be  held  In  each  county  annually  by  one 
of  the  Supreme  Court  Justices, 66  but  In  1824  provision 
was  made  for  the  holding  of  circuit  courts  by  separate 
circuit  court  Judges,  to  be  appointed,  as  were  the  Su- 
preme Court  Justices  by  both  branches  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  to  hold  office  during  good  behavior. ° 
In  1827  the  General  Assembly  repealed  the  1824  law, 
and  again  provided  for  circuit  courts  to  be  held  by 
Supreme  Court  Justices.  68  ^^  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature,  when  a  new  circuit  was  established,  pro- 


62.  L.  1819,  p.  318;  L.  1837,  3p.  Sess.,  p.  59,  60; 
L.  1845,  p.  33;  R.  3.  1845,  p.  138,139;  L.  1861, 
p.  239,240;  R.  3.  1874,  p.  323,  324. 

63.  Const.  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  1,4,8. 

64.  2  U.  S.  Stat.  153-55. 

65.  L.  1819,  p.  380. 

66.  Ibid,   p.  378. 

67.  L.  1824,  p.  41.   The  Constitution  of  1818,  which 

had  required  that  Supreme  Court  Justices  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  further  pro- 
vided that  they  should  not,  after  the  first  sess- 
ion of  the  legislature  subsequent  to  January  1, 
1824,  hold  circuit  courts  unless  required  to  do 
so  by  law   (Art.  IV,  sec.  4). 

68.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  118,  119. 
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vision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  circuit  Judge 
to  act  therein. ^^  At  that  time,  therefore,  the  circuit 
courts  were  held  by  Supreme  Court  Justices  ln,^^our  Judicial 
circuits  and  by  a  circuit  Judge  In  the  fifth. ^  A  Change 
was  made  again  In  1835,  when  power  to  hold  circuit  courts 
was  taken  away  from  the  Supreme  Court  Justices  and  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  appointment  of  five  circuit 
Judges,  In  addition  to  the  one  already  authorized,  to 
hold  circuit  courts. '^^  The  six  Judicial  circuits  exist- 
ing at  that  time  were  supplemented  during  the  next  few 
years  by  the  creation  of  new  circuits, "^  so  that  they 
numbered  nine  in  1841  when  the  office  of  circuit  Judge 
was  again  abolished  and  the  Supreme  Court  Justices, 
also  increased  to  nine  were  required  to  hold  circuit 
court.  '"^  Then  in  1849  another  change  was  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  second  constitution  which  provided  for  the 
election  of  circuit  Judges  by  Judicial  district  elector- 
ate. "^4  This  system  has  continued  from  that  date  until 
the  present. '^5 

The  authority  of  Justices  of  the  peace  was  limited 
by  law  to  Jurisdiction  in  specified  civil  cases  and  in 
misdemeanors,  with  appeals  allowed  from  their  Judgments 
to  the  circuit  court. '6  The  power  of  appointment  the 
legislature  at  first  reserved  to  itself;  ""  in  1827, 
however,  Justices  of  the  peace  were  required  to  be 
elected  ,  two  In  each  of  such  districts  as  should  be 
determined  within  statutory  limits  by  the  county 
commissioners'  Court. '^ 

Jurisdiction  over  probate  matters  was  at  the  outset 

delegated  to  the  county  commissioners'  court. '^^  By  act 
of  the  next  General  Assembly,  It  was  transferred  to  the 
court  of  probate, 80  consisting  in  each  county  of  one 
Judge  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly. ^1  as  a  result 


69.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  38. 

70.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  42,48. 

71.  L.  1835,  p.  150. 

72.  L.  1837,  p.  113;  L.  1838-39,  p.  155. 

73.  L.  1841,  p.  173. 

74.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V.  sec.  7,15. 

75.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  13. 

76.  L.  1819,  p.  185,  192,  195. 

77.  Ibid.,  p.  22. 

78.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  255,  256.   Since  1821,  however,  the 
county  commissioners'  court  had  been  required  to 
establish  such  districts,  which  also  constituted 
general  election  precincts   (L.  1821,  p.  74).  For 
changes  In  the  statutory  limitations  of  this  power, 
of  the  court,  see  R.  L.  1827,  p.  255  and  R.  L. 
1829,  p.  93. 

79.  L.  1819,  p.  223-33. 

80.  L.  1821,  p.  121. 

81.  Ibid.,  p.  119.  The  Constitution  of  1818  (Art. 
IV,  sec.  4)  had  also  designated  this  manner  of 
election  for  Judges  of  all  inferior  courts. 
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of  the  substitution  In  1837  of  probate  Justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  Judges  of  probate, 82  Jurisdiction  over 
probate  matters  for  the  first  time  was  placed  In  the 
hands  of  elected  officers. Q3 

The  county  court  was  the  creation  of  the  second 
constitution, °*  which  also  made  circuit  Judges  elected 
officers.  ^  With  regard  to  the  new  court,  It  was  fur- 
ther provided  by  law  that  It  should  be  held  In  each 
county  by  a  single  elected  officer,  the  county  Judge. 86 
Its  authority  extended  to  Jurisdiction  in  all  probate 
matters  and  to  such  Jurisdiction  in  civil  and  criminal 
cases  as  might  be  conferred  by  the  General  Assembly. °" 
In  pursuance  of  this  latter  provision,  the  county  court 
was  first  given  the  same  civil  and  criminal  Jurisdiction 
as  Justices  of  the  peace;88  at  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  however.  It  was  declared  that  county 
Judges  when  exercising  this  Jurisdiction,  acted  only  In  the 
capacity  of  Justices  of  the  peace. ^y  Until  the  next 
constitutional  period,  the  county  court,  as  such,  was 
given  Jurisdiction  only  In  a  limited  number  of  special 
actions, 90  it  was,  however,  considered  entitled  to  equal 
Jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  over  naturalization. 91 
In  this  same  period,  provision  was  made  for  Increasing, 
on  the  basis  of  population,  the  number  of  Justices  of  the 
peace  to  be  elected  in  each  district.   In  Cass  County, 
and  others  similarly  organized,  one  additional  Justice 
of  the  peace  is  now  elected  for  every  1,000  inhabitants 
exceeding  2,000  inhabitants  In  each  town. 92 

Provision  was  first  made  by  the  Constitution  of  1870 
for  the  establishment  by  the  General  Assembly  of  an  in- 
dependent probate  court  in  each  county  having  a  popula- 
tion of  more  than  50,000  inhabitants. 93  As  first  estab- 
lished by  statute,  the  new  courts  were  to  be  formed  In 
counties  of  100.000  or  more  inhabitants. 94  This  popula- 


82.  L.  1837,  p.  176,177. 

83.  The  Constitution  of  1818  (Art.  IV,  sec.  8)  had 
reserved  to  the  General  Assembly  the  right  to 
prescribe  the  manner  of  appointment  of  Justices 
of  the  peace. 

84.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  1,16. 

85.  Ibid.,  sec.  7,15. 

86.  Ibid. .  sec.  17. 
37.   Ibid. ■  sec.  18. 

88.  L.  1849.  D.  65. 

89.  L.  1849,  Second  Sess.,  p.  15. 

90.  L.  1849,  p.  65,66;  L.  1853,  p.  103;  L.  1861,  p. 
171,172. 

91.  2  U.  S.  Stat.  155. 

92.  L.  1854,  p.  30..  No  more  than  five  Justices,  how- 
ever, may  be  elected  from  any  town  or  election 
precinct. 

93.  Art.  VI,  sec.  20. 

94.  L.  1877,  p.  79,80. 
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tlon  requirement  was  lowered  to  70,000  In  1881.^  The 
population  of  Cass  County  not  having  reached  this  figure, 
Jurisdiction  over  probate  matters  has  continued  to  be 
vested  In  the  county  court  In  accordance  with  constitution- 
al provision  to  that  effect. 96  The  county  court,  early 
In  this  period,  was  given  concurrent  Jurisdiction  with 
the  circuit  court  In  appeals  from  Justices  of  the  peace; 9" 
Its  original  Jurisdiction  was  extended  to  be  equal  with 
that  of  the  circuit  court  In  all  that  class  of  cases 
cognizable  by  Justices  of  the  peace^Q  and  Involving  In 
controversy  sums  not  exceeding  $500.99  in  1906,  however, 
It  lost  Its  naturalization  Jurisdiction  since  It  failed 
to  meet  the  additional  requirement  of  Federal  legislation 
that  It  possess  Jurisdiction  at  law  without  limitation 
upon  amounts  In  controversy. ^^^  The  present  constitution, 
also,  for  the  first  time,  directed  the  manner  In  which  the 
General  Assembly  should  establish  Judicial  circuits,  re- 
quiring that  circuits  be  formed  of  contiguous  counties 
and  that  they  should  not  exceed  In  number  one  circuit 
for  every  100,000  of  population  of  the  states. 101  At 
present  there  are  eighteen  circuits  In  Illinois,  ana 
Case  County  Is  attached  to  the  eighth  circuit. 102 

Clerks  of  Courts 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  1818,  was  to  be  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the 
Justices  of  that  court. 103  since  1849,  however,  by 
provisions  of  the  constitutions  of  1848  and  1870,  the 
office  has  been  filled  by  election. 104  The  office  of 
clerk  of  the  county  court,  which  was  an  independent 
elective  office  under  the  second  constitution, 105  ig 
now  filled,  ex  officio,  by  the  county  clerk  106  who  Is 


95.  L.  1881,  p.  72.   In  1933,  the  act  of  1877  was  fur- 
ther amended  to  make  the  establishment  of  an  in- 
dependent probate  court  mandatory  in  counties 
having  a  population  of  85,000  or  more  and  optional 
in  counties  having  a  population  of  between  70,000 
and  85,000  (L.  1933,  p.  458). 

96.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18;  L.  1877,  p.  80; 
L.  1881,  p.  72. 

97.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  340;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L.  1895, 
p.  212,223. 

98.  The  Jurisdiction  of  Justices  has  also  been  pro- 
sressively  Increased  during  this  period.   See  L. 
1871-72,  p.  524;  L.  1895,  p.  189,  190;  L.  1917, 
p.  562,563;  L.  1929,  p.  541,542. 

99.  L.  1871-72,  p.  325. 

100.  34  U.  S.  Stat.  596. 

101.  Const.  1870,  Art. VI,  sec.  13. 

102.  L.  1933,  p.  436. 

103.  Art.  IV,  sec.  6. 

104.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21,29;  Const.  1870, 
Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

105.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19. 

106.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  260. 
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also  required  by  constitutional  provision  to  be  elected. lOV 
The  county  commissioners'  court,  which  for  a  brief  period 
held  Jurisdiction  over  probate  matters,  had  Its  own  clerk 
who  was  at  that  time  appointed  by  the  court. 108  Probate 
Judges  and  Justices  of  the  peace  who  subsequently  held 
probate  Jurisdiction,  were  required  to  act  as  their  own 
clerks.  ■'■'-'9  with  the  transfer  of  probate  Jurisdiction  to 
the  county  court,  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  was  re- 
quired to  keep,  separately,  records  of  probate  proceedings 
and  business. 110  In  Cass  County  where  the  county  court 
retains  probate  Jurisdiction,  the  county  clerk  serves  It  in 
these  matters  in  his  capacity  as  clerk  ex  officio  of  the 
county  court. Ill  Justices  of  the  peace  have  always  been 
required  to  keep  their  records  In  person. 112 

Ministerial  Officers 

The  principal  ministerial  officer  of  all  courts  of 
record  in  Illinois  counties  Is  the  sheriff.   The  first 
constitution  provided  that  the  sheriff  should  be  elected. H^ 
Later,  In  1827,  statutory  provision  was  made  for  the 
appointment  of  deputies  by  the  principal  officer;  1^  since 
1870,  the  number  of  deputies  that  the  sheriff  may  appoint 
is  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court. 115  The  minis- 
terial duties  of  the  sheriff  have  undergone  little  change 
in  more  than  one  hundred  years.   Essentially  he  is  to 
attend,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record  in 
the  county,  obeying  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
court,  and  to  serve,  execute,  and  return  all  writs,  war- 
rants, process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to 
him. 116 

The  coroner  was  originally  given  power  equal  with 
the  sheriff  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  the  courts. 117 
He  was  also  required  to  serve  all  process  in  any  suit  in 
which  the  sheriff  was  an  Interested  party  118  and  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  sheriff  when  that  office 


107.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

108.  L.  1819.  D.  175. 

109.  L.  1821,  V.    119,120;  L.  1837,  p.  177,178. 

110.  L.  1849,  p.  66. 

111.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  250. 

112.  L.  1819,  p.  185-97  (  no  specified  record-keeping 
requirement  listed  among  general  duties  of  Justices), 
326  (  establishing  fees  to  be  paid  Justices  for 
keeping  records);  R.  L.  1827,  p.  260  (  becomes 
definite  provision  for  Justices  to  keep  own  records); 
L.  1895,  p.  221,  222. 

113.  Const.  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11. 

114.  R.  L.  1827,  D.  373. 

115.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X  sec.  9. 

116.  L.  1819,  p  111;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  990,991. 

117.  L.  1819,  p.  111. 
113.  L.  1821,  p.  20-33. 
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was  vacant. 119  The  last  two  functions  are  still  Incum- 
bent upon  the  coroner. 120 

Justices  of  the  peace  are  served  similarly  In  a 
ministerial  capacity  by  constables.   Not  until  1870  was 
the  office  of  constable  given  constitutional  recognition; 121 
at  Its  creation  by  the  first  General  Assembly,  the  county 
commissioners'  court  was  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more 
constables  in  each  township. 122  in  1827  it  was  provided  that 
two  constables  should  be  elected  in  each  justice-of-the- 
peace  district. 123  Since  that  date,  subsequent  legislation 
has  grouped  Justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  in  all  pro- 
visions regarding  their  election. 124  Constables,  like  sheriffs 
and  coroners,  have  always  been  required  to  serve  and 
execute  all  process  legally  directed  to  them;125 
process  issuing  from  a  Justice-of-the-peace  court, 
however,  may  be  directed  only  to  some  constable  of 
the  same  county. 126 

Prosecutions 

The  duty  of  the  present  state's  attorney  to  pros- 
ecute and  defend  all  actions,  civil  or  criminal,  in- 
volving the  county,  the  people,  or  officers  of  the 
state  or  county, 127  was  incumbent  originally  upon  the 
circuit  attorney. 128   in  1827  this  officer  was  re- 
placed by  the  state's  attorney. 129  Also  in  effect 
from  an  early  date  is  the  officer's  other  major  duty, 
apart  from  the  enforcement  of  law, 130  of  giving  opinions 
on  any  questions  of  law  relating  to  criminal  or  other 


119.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  372,  373. 

120.  R.  3.  1874,  p.  282.  Pesplte  the  absence  from  the 
present  law  of  statutory  provision  for  the  coroner 
to  serve  process  originally  directed  to  him  (R.  3. 
1874,  p.  281,  282),  the  courts  have  held  that  he 
may  so  do,  an  emer]^ency  being  presumed  to  exist 
without  need  for  the  process  to  recite  reason 

for  its  Issuance  to  the  coroner  (20  111.  185: 
57  111.  268). 

121.  Const,  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  21. 

122.  L.  1819,  p.  162. 

123.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  258. 

124.  See  Courts,  p.  58. 

125.  L.  1819,  p.  162,  163;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  400. 

126.  L.  1819,  p.  186;  R.  3.  1845  p.  317;  L.  1871- 
72,  p.  525;  L.  1895,  p.  191,  193;  L.  1937,  p. 
900.   Similarly,  process  Issuing  from  courts  of 
record  is  required  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff 
or,  under  certain  conditions  noted  (footnotes 
117,118,  and  119),  to  the  coroner  (R.  3.  1845, 
p.  413;  L.  1871-72,  p.  338;  L.  1907,  p.  444.445; 
L.  1933.  D.  786:  L.  1937.  o.  989  ). 

127.  R.  3.  1374,  p.  173,  174. 

12a.  L.  1819,  p.  204;  L.  1825,  p.  178,179. 

129.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  79,80. 

130.  See  Enforcement  of  Law,  p.  65, 
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matters  In  which  the  people  of  the  county  may  be 
concerned. 131 

The  offices  of  circuit  attorney  and  early  state's 
attorney,  which  existed  solely  by  statutory  provision,  i<52 
were  appointive  by  the  Governor  until  1835,  133  and  there- 
after by  the  General  Assembly. 134  The  second  constitution 
provided  for  an  elected  state's  attorney;135  since  each 
Judicial  circuit  was  an  elective  district  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  territorial  Jurisdiction  of  the  new  officer 
remained  the  same  as  that  of  the  former  officer. 136 
Not  until  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution 
was  provision  made  for  the  election  of  a  separate  state's 
attorney  In  each  county. i*^" 

Inquests 

The  holding  of  Inquests,  one  of  the  duties  of  the 
coroner  In  Illinois  counties,  Is  also  a  part  of  the 
administration  of  Justice.   The  office  of  coroner  was 
created  by  the  first  constitution  and  required  to  be 
filled  by  election;!*^"  the  statutory  provisions  con- 
cerning the  Inquest  function  have  not  changed  sub- 
stantially since  their  enactment  by  the  second  General 
Assembly. 139  xhe  coroner,  when  Informed  of  the  body 
of  any  person  being  found  dead,  supposedly  by  violence, 
casualty,  or  undue  means,  Is  required  to  summon  a  Jury 
to  Inquire  how,  In  what  manner  and  by  whom  or  what, 
death  was  caused;  testimony  of  witnesses  Is  tak.en; 
witnesses  whose  evidence  Implicates  any  person  as  the 
unlawful  slayer  of  the  deceased  are  bound  over  to  the 
circuit  court;  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  Is  returned  to 
the  clerk  of  that  court. 140 

The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  Jury,  however,  Is 


131.  R.  3.  1845,  p.  76;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  174. 

132.  L.  1819,  p.  204-6. 

133.  Ibid. ,  p.  204. 

134.  L.  1835,  p.  44. 

135.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V, sec.  21.   The  new  Title, 
however,  had  already  come  Into  occasional  use 
In  the  Interim  (R.  L.  1827,  p.  79,80;  L.  1835, 
p.  18,19  ). 

136.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,sec.  28. 
l6-f.    Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22. 

138.  Const.  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11. 

139.  Cf.  L.  1821  p.  22-24,  R.  S.  1845,  p.  517,518; 
R.  S.  1874,  p.  282-84;  111.  Rev.  Stat.  1939,  p. 
820-22. 

140.  L.  1821,  p.  24,25;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  518;  R.  S.  1874, 
p.  284;  L.  1879,  p.  82;  L.  1907,  p.  213;  L.  1919, 
p.  403,404;  L.  1931,  p.  388,389. 
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not  generally  admissible  in  evidence;!*!  additionally, 
it  is  not  held  to  be  prima  facie  proof  of  matters 
stated  therein  with  regard  to  the  cause  and  manner 
of  death;  ^^2  its  essential  nature,  therefore,  is  that 
of  a  finding  of  facts  upon  the  basis  of  which  the  coro- 
ner may  be  led  to  discharge  his  collateral  duty  to 
apprehend  and  commit  to  Jail  any  person  implicated  by 
the  inquest  as  the  unlawful  slayer  of  the  deceased. ^'^3 
To  this  extent,  the  coroner's  inquest  duties  overlap 
his  function  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law. 

Enforcement  of  Law 

Sheriffs,  coroners,  and  constables  have  always 
been  charged  equally  with  keeping  the  Pg|ce  and  appre- 
hending all  offenders  against  the  law.-'-^^  The  state's 
attorney's  powers  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of 
law  criglnaily  arise  by  implication  from  another  duty;!'^^ 
the  gathering  of  evidence  and  the  apprehension  of  offend- 
ers Is  necessarily  involved  in  commencing  and  prose- 
cuting actions  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county 
are  concerned.  146  jj-^  relatively  recent  years,  however, 
the  state's  attorney  has  been  given  more  specific 
statutory  powers  to  enforce  laws  and  to  invest- 
igate violations  and  secure  necessary  evidence  there- 
of. 147   But  at  any  time  the  effective  spheres  of  author- 
ity of  law  enforcement  officers  have  been  determined 
less  by  statutory  provisions  than  by  local  conditions  and 
Individual  circumstances. 

Elections 

Elections  were  originally  under  control  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court.  ^48  jx.   appointed  three  Judges 
of  election  for  each  precinct,  which  at  first  consisted 
of  an  entire  township. ^49 

When  the  Constitution  of  1848  was  adopted,  the 
control  of  election  officials  remained  in  the  county 


141.  46  N.  W.  872.   It  is,  however,  held  to  be  proper 
practice  to  offer,  in  cross-examining  witnesses 
sought  to  be  Impeached,  excerpts  from  transcripts 
or  testimony  taken  at  the  inquest  (189  111.  App. 
556:  211  111.  App.  474). 

142.  201  111.  App.  287. 

143.  L.  1821,  p.  25;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  518;  R.  B.  1874, 
O.  283.284, 

144.  L.  1B19,  p.  Ill,  162,  163;  R.  3.  1B45,  p.  515; 
R.  S.  1874,  p.  400. 

145.  See  Prosecutions ,  p.  63. 

146.  L.  1319,  p.  204;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  76. 

147.  L.  1885,  p.  3;  L.  1907,  d.  266;  L.  1913  p.  395; 
L.  1915,  p.  368;  L.  1927,  p.  33. 

148.  L.  1819,  p.  90;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  55. 

149.  L.  1819,  D.  90,  91. 
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conunlssloners '  court  until  the  entire  Jurisdiction  of 
that  court  was  vested  In  the  new  administrative  county 
court.  ^^'^  Little  change  was  made  during  this  constitu- 
tional period;  the  Judges  of  election  continued  to  be 
appointed  by  the  county  court  ot  board  doing  county 
business  and  the  clerks  to  be  appointed  by  the  Judges. 
Even  the  event  of  registratlonlSl  and  the  new  Constitu- 
tion of  1870  brought  but  slight  alteration  In  the  main 
election  procedure;  county  boards,  whether  made  up  of 
town  supervisors  or  county  commissioners   still  appoint- 
ed the  Judges  of  election.   However,  In  counties  under 
township  organization,  these  Judges  now  had  to  be  the 
town  supervisor,  as8essor»  and  collector  In  the  election 
district  In  which  they  resided. •'■^^  The  Judges  continued  to 
appoint  the  clerks. 153  The  election  board  also  became  the 
board  of  registry, 1^4  Three  judges  of  election  and  two 
clerks  had  been  the  rule,  but  In  1885  the  number  of  clerks 
was  increased  to  three. ^^^  By  an  amendment  to  the  1872 
act  in  regard  to  elections, ^5°  only  the  town  supervisor 
In  counties  so  organized  was  required  to  be  one  of  the 
Judges  of  election  In  the  district  or  precinct  In  which 
he  resided. -^^^  The  county  board  continued  to  appoint 
Judges  of  election  if  they  were  not  elected  or  appointed 
by  election  commissioners. ^^° 

When  a  city,  village  or  incorporated  town  adopted  the 
city  election  law, 159  a  marked  change  in  procedure  took 
place.   This  change  called  for  the  appointment  by  the 
county  court  of  the  county  in  which  the  city,  village 
or  Incorporated  town  was  located,  of  a  board  of  election 
commissioners,  composed  of  three  members. 160  Names  of 
proposed  precinct  election  board  members,  both  Judges 
and  clerks,  were  to  be  submitted  by  the  board  of  election 
commissioners  to  the  county  court  for  appointment  and 
approval, 1°1  and  upon  approval  they,  like  the  commissioners, 
became  officers  of  that  court  and  liable  in  a  proceeding 
for  contempt  for  any  misbehavior  In  their  office. 162 

In  1819,  voting  was  by  ballot,  either  printed  (but 
not  at  public  expense)  or  written. 163  Then  in  1821,  oral 
voting  was  introduced  164  only  to  be  soon  replaced  by  a 
combination  of  the  two  methods  In  which  the  elector  pre- 
pared his  ballot,  handed  It  to  a  Judge  of  election  and 
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the  Judge  read  aload  the  names  of  the  persons  voted  for 
and  the  clerks  recorded  the  vote. 165  Constitutional  recog- 
nition of  voting  by  ballot  was  given  In  1848.166  xhe  cons- 
titution of  1870  provided  for  cumulative  voting  so  as  to 
enable  minorities  to  have  representation  In  the  General 
Assembly. 167  The  next  great  change  was  the  Introduction 
of  the  secret  or  Australian  ballot,  still  In  use  today, 
and  the  printing  and  distribution  of  all  ballots  at 
public  expense. 168  Voting  machines  were  authorized  In 
1903.169  Challengers  and  watchers  for  various  candidates, 
were  first  permitted  In  1927.170 

Registry  of  voters  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting  waa 
first  required  In  1865l'^l  and  absentee  voting  was  also 
allowed  to  enable  those  In  military  service  of  the  United 
States  to  vote  by  giving  a  power  of  attorney  to  a  resident 
elector  to  cast  the  vote  for  the  absentee.  1'2  During  the 
World  War  this  was  changed  so  that  ballots  were  sent  to 
the  army  officers,  and  soldiers,  having  chosen  their  elec- 
tion board  voted  wherever  they  happened  to  be,  but  not 
less  than  five  or  more  than  twenty  days  prior  to  the 
general  election  day. 173  Absentee  registration,  however, 
did  not  come  until  1927. 1*^4  Permanent  registration  came 
nine  years  later,  l'^5  and  was  Intended  to  make  the  elector's 
registration  permanent  until  his  death  or  change  of 
residence  or  change  of  narae.l'''6  Registration  Is  under 
the  control  of  the  county  board,  county  clerk,  and 
county  court  1''  except  In  cities,  villages,  and  Incor- 
porated towns  which  have  adopted  the  election  act,l"8 
In  these  cities,  villages,  and  Incorporated  towns, 
registration  Is  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of 
election  commissioners  as  well  as  the  county  court.  1*^9 

Women  were  flrgt  allowed  to  vote  In  elections  for 
school  officials;  ^°'^   22  years  later.  In  1913,  their 
voting  power  was  enlarged  to  Include  elections  for: 
presidential  electors,  members  of  the  State  Board  of 
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Equalization,  clerk,  of  the  appellate  court,  county 
collector,  county  surveyor,  members  of  the  board  of 
asseBsors,  members  of  the  board  of  review,  sanitary 
district  trustees,  and  all  officers  of  cities  and  towns 
(except  police  magistrates)  and  on  all  questions  and 
propositions  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of 
such  municipalities  or  other  political  divisions  of 
this  state.   This  franchise  also  extended  to  the 
following  township  officers;  supervisor,  town  clerk, 
assessor,  collectori  and  highway  commissioners,  and 
active  participation  In  all  town  meetings. 181  They 
had  to  meet  the  same  requirements  as  men  as  to  age, 
residence,  and  registration. 1^2  General  Suffrage 
was  granted  to  women  In  1921  183  in  accordance  with 
the  Nineteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
which  became  effective  on  August  26,  1920. 

Education 

The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  creation  and 
admission  of  the  state  of  Illinois  to  the  Union  set 
aside  section  sixteen  of  every  township  for  the  use  of 
schools. 1S4  The  first  state  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject was  concerned  only  with  the  establishment  of  school 
districts  and  the  sale  or  leasing  of  school  land  to 
provide  necessary  funds,  for  which  purposes  three 
trustees  of  school  lands  were  appointed  in  each  tovm- 
shlp  by  the  county  commissioners'  court.  1^^ 

In  1825,  however,  with  a  common  school  sy?tem  in 
operation,  provision  was  made  for  Its  education  as 
well  as  financial  administration.   Three  elected 
officers,  known  as  township  school  trustees,  were  charg- 
ed in  each  township  with  superintending  schools,  ex- 
amining and  employing  teachers   leasing  all  land  be- 
longing to  the  district,  and  reporting  annually  to 
the  county  commissioners'  court;  this  report,  however, 
was  limited  to  such  matters  as  were  concerned  in  the 
financial  administration  of  the  schools. 186  in  1827 
the  county  commissioners'  court  was  again  empowered  to 
appoint  trustees  of  school  lands,  but  despite  the  use 
of  the  earlier,  more  limited  title,  these  officers  were 
charged  ifllh  all  the  duties  of  a  former  township  school 
trustee  -°^   The  creation  of  the  office  of  county  school 
commissioner  in  1829  brought  a  new  element  Into  the 
complex  situation.  The  commissioner  was  at  first  given 
limited  duties  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  school  lands 
and  the  management  of  school  funds;  186  his  subsequent 
gains  in  this  respect  at  the  expense  of  the  township 
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trustees  forshadowed  the  demarcation  of  spheres  of 
authority  that  was  made  In  1847.  189  In  the  Interim. 
the  school  commissioner,  who  had  first  been  appointed 
by  the  county  commissioners '  court, 190  became  an  elected 
officer;  191  In  such  townships  as  elected  to  Incornorate 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  supporting  schools, 
township  trustees  also  became  elected  officers  and  were 
denominated  trustees  of  the  schools.  192 

The  situation  created  by  the  legislation  of  1847 
In  certain  respects  has  not  since  been  substantially 
altered.   In  all  counties,  township  trustees  became, 
and  are  still,  elected  officers,  styled  township  school 
trustees. 1^*5  ^he  relative  authority  of  the  county 
school  commlsslonerl^^  and  of  officers  of  the  township 
with  regard  to  financial  administration  was  fixed 
essentially  as  at  present.  195  However,  township  true- 
tees  lost  practically  all  their  former  duties  with  re- 
gard to  matters  purely  educational  as  a  result  of  a 
development  that  occured  in  1845. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  the  county  first  entered 
into  the  actual  administration  of  education  with  the 
passage  of  a  law  providing  for  a  superintendent  of 
schools. ^^6  Filled  at  first  by  the  school  commissioner 
In  an  ex-officlo  capacity,  197  ^-t  quickly  absorbed 
most  of  the  functions  of  townsiiip  trustees  with  regard 
to  the  advancement  of  education,  1^^  later,  the  office 
came  to  be  filled  by  election  199  and  completely  ab- 


189.  Cf.  L.  1831,  p.  176;  L.  1841,  p.  275-79. 

190.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  150. 

191.  L.  1841,  p.  261,262. 

192.  Ibid. ,  p.  273,274.   In  uncorporated  townships,  trus- 
tees continued  to  be  appointed  by  the  county  com- 
missioners' court  (Ibid. ,  p.  259,260). 

193.  L.  1847,  p.  126;  L.  1909,  p.  350. 

194.  The  subsequent  substitution  of  an  independent 
elected  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  school 
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was  only  a  change  in  the  legal  status  of  the  officer 
of  the  county  and  had  no  further  import. 
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eorbed  that  of  school  commissioner. 200  j^  ^^^  jjq^  field 

of  county  administration  of  education,  the  superintend- 
ent's duties  remained  constant  through  his  ciiange  In 
le£;al  status,  requiring  him  to  visit  all  the  townships 
In  his  cgunty  and  Inquire  Into  the  condition  and  manner 
of  conducting  their  schools ,  to  examine  persons  pro- 
posing to  teach  school,  to  grant  certificates  to  per- 
sons qualified  to  teach  In  schools,  and  to  report  to 
the  county  board  on  all  his  acts  relating  to  the  manage- 
ment of  school  funds  and  lands.   201   Subsequent  legis- 
lation has  enlarged  the  scope  of  this  phase  of  the  super- 
intendent's functions,  but  It  Is  In  his  role  as  an  agent 
of  state  supervision  that  he  has  been  charged  with 
numerous  duties  of  a  new  character. ^02 

The  authority  of  the  state  with  regard  to  education, 
first  manifested  In  1845,  has,  like  that  of  the  county, 
been  extended  beyond  Its  original  bounds.   Originally 
the  county  superintendent  was  required  only  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Common  SchoQlfl203 
Information  concerning  the  schools  In  hie  county. 204 
Today,  as  a  consequence  of  the  state's  Increasing  Inter- 
vention In  matters  of  public  health  and  safety,  the  county 
superintendent  Is  required  to  inspect,  with  regard  to 
specifications,  plans  submitted  to  him  for  the  heating, 
ventilation,  lighting,  et  cetera,  of  public  school  rooms 
and  buildings;  to  visit  and.   notice  such  public  school 
buildings  which  appear  to  hlra  to  be  unsafe,  insanitary, 
or  otherwise  unfit  for  occupancy;  and  to  request  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health, 205  the  state  fire  marshal, 
or  the  state  architect  to  Inspect  such  buildings  and  issue 
reports  upon  which  condemnation  proceedings  can  be  based. 206 

Recordation 

For  the  function  of  making  legal  record  of  written 
instruments,  the  first  General  Assembly  established  the 
office  of  recorder. 207  Originally  appointed  by  the  Oov- 
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ernor.  208  the  recorder  was  required  to  be  elected  after 
1835.^09  The  second  constitution  made  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court,  210  ex  officio,  recoi*der  In  all  countles;211 
the  present  constitution  continued  the  earlier  provision 
In  counties  of  under  60,000  population  and  provided  for 
the  election  of  a  recorder  In  counties  of  that  population 
or  more. 212  As  Cass  County  never  met  the  population  re- 
quirement the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  has  continued  to 
fulfill  the  duties  of  recorder. 

The  basic  duty  of  the  recorder,  to  record  at  length 
and  In  the  order  of  their  receipt  all  Instruments  In  writ- 
ing, has  remained  essentially  unchanged;  legislation  has 
been  directed  toward  the  extension  of  categories  of  In- 
struments entitled  to  be  recorded. 213  Conveyances  of  title 
to  land,  a  major  category  of  such  records,  frequently  In- 
volve another  county  officer,  the  surveyor.   Established 
by  the  second  General  Assembly,  the  office  of  surveyor 
was  at  first  filled  by  appointment  by  that  body, 214  later 
by  election. 215  in  1936  the  surveyor  again  became  an 
appointed  officer,  with  the  power  of  appointment  dele- 
gated to  the  county  board.  216  His  duty  to  perform  all 
surveys  he  may  be  called  on  to  make  within  his  county 
has  undergone  only  minor  change,  but  Its  importance  has 
declined;  the  acts  of  any  surveyor,  properly  acknowledged 
and  certified,  have  equal  standing  before  the  law  with 
those  of  the  county  surveyor;  no  maps  or  plats  have  any 
legal  effect  unless  recorded  by  the  recor\ier.21'7 

Public  Works 
Roads  and  Bridges 

Public  roads  and  bridges  were  first  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  county  commissioners*  court 
which  was  authorized  to  locate  new  roads  and  alter  or 
vacate  existing  roads. 218  The  act  providing  for 
such  superintendence  empowered  the  commissioners  to 
appoint  freeholders  In  each  township  to  act  as  super- 
visors, each  appointment  to  be  for  a  one-year  period. 
New  roads  were  to  be  opened  by  the  county  commissioners' 
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court  upon  petition  of  residents  of  the  county  and  a 
favorable  report  from  the  road  viewers  and  surveyor.   A 
few  years  later  the  county  commissioners  were  authoriz- 
ed to  divide  the  county  into  road  districts  and  to  appoint 
annually  one  supervisor  to  serve  In  each  district. 219 
With  a  change  in  the  county  administrative  body  under 
the  second  constitution,  the  county  court  was  granted 
supervision  and  control  over  public  roads, 220  but  the 
care  and  superintendence  of  roads  and  bridges  in  counties 
electing  the  township  form  of  government  were  granted  to 
the  commissioners  of  highways,  elected  annually  in  each 
town.   221  The  commissioners  divided  the  town  into  road 
districts,  and  overseers  of  highways  in  each  district 
were  to  repair  the  roads  and  carry  out  orders  of  the 
commissioners.   In  counties  not  electing  township  organ- 
ization ,  the  original  system  of  road  districts  and 
road  supervisors  was  continued.  222  p^Qm  1S49  to  1873 
the  county  court  exercised  supervision,  control,  and 
maintenance  of  roads,  highways,  and  bridges  In  Cass 
County.  223  However,  upon  the  Institution  of  the  county 
commission  form  of  government  in  1873  this  supervision 
was  vested  in  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 224 
In  1913  the  State  Highway  Department  was  established, 
and  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  by  the  county 
board  of  a  county  superintendent  of  highways. 225  iphe 
entire  system  was  centralized  by  subjecting  the  county 
superintendent  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state 
highway  commissioner  and  by  requiring  candidates  for 
county  superintendent  to  be  approved,  cy  the  state  com- 
missioner before  appointment  by  the  county  board.   The 
term  of  office  of  the  county  superintendent  was  set  at 
six  years,  and  his  salary  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  county 
board.   A  board  of  highway  commissioners  was  set  up  in 
each  township  to  superintend  matters  relating  to  roads 
and  bridges.   Although  the  county  superintendent  was  to 
act  on  behalf  of  the  county  In  regard  to  roads  and  bridges 
and  although  he  was  subject  to  removal  by  the  county  board, 
he  was  regarded  as  a  deputy  of  the  state  highway  engineer 
subject  to  his  directions.   This  indicates  the  Intention 
of  the  legislature  to  unify  the  entire  state  system  of 
roads  and  bridges.   In  1917  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
and  Buildings  assumed  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  vested 
In  the  State  Highway  Department, ^26  but  the  county  organ- 
ization has  remained  essentially  the  same  since  1913. 


219.  L.  1825.  p.  130. 

220.  L.  1849,  p. 65;  L.  1851,  p.  179. 

221.  L.  1849.  0.  212. 

222.  L.  1847,  p.  111-13;  L.  1949,  p.  65,  212,  213;  L.  1851, 
p.  64,  179. 

223.  L.  1847,  p.  111-13;  L.  1849,  p.  65.   Cass  County  adopt- 
ed township  organization  In  1923,  but  the  change  did  not 
become  effective  until  1924. 

224.  L.  1873-74,  o.  79. 

225.  L.  1913,  D.  521-25,  537-46. 

226.  L.  1913,  p.    524,  525,  538,  542-44;  L.  1917,  p.  24; 
L.  1921,  D.  780-86;  L.  1933,  p.  961. 
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Public  Buildings 

The  county  is  given  the  power  to  hold,  own,  and 
convey  real  estate  for  county  purposes.  227  This  power 
Is  exercised  by  the  county  board  which  Is  charged  with 
the  care  and  custody  of  all  the  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty owned  by  the  county.   Throughout  the  period  of 
statehood  It  has  been  provided  that  a  courthouse  and 
Jail  be  erected  In  each  county, 228  and  that  the  sheriff 
of  each  county  be  charged  with  custody  of  such  build- 
ing.^29  The  county  is  further  empowered  to  erect  build- 
ings for  a  county  hospital,  workhouse,  tuberculosis 
sanitarium,  and  other  county  needs. 230 

The  county  superintendent  of  schools  Is  charged 
with  the  Inspection  of  plans  and  specifications  for 
public  school  rooms  and  buildings;  and  the  approval  of 
only  those  which  comply  with  the  specifications  pre- 
pared bv  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 231  He  Is  also  to  request  the  Department  of  Public 
Health, 232  the  state  fire  marshal,  or  the  state  arch- 
itect to  Inspect  public  school  buildings  which  appear 
to  be  unsafe.  Insanitary,  or  unfit  for  occupancy.   Up- 
on receipt  of  an  unfavorable  report  from  these  officials, 
the  county  superintendent  Is  to  condemn  the  building 
and  notify  the  board  of  directors  or  board  of  education, 
and  the  board  of  school  trustees. 

Drainage 

In  1850  an  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the  grant- 
ing of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  to  various  states. 233 
The  land  so  granted  to  Illinois  was  turned  over  to  the 
counties  In  1852  to  be  reclaimed  by  drainage  and  used 
for  county  purposes.  234  Such  lands  were  to  be  under 
the  care  and  superintendence  of  the  county  court  which 
was  to  appoint  a  "Drainage  Commissioner"  to  conduct 
the  sales  of  such  lands.   The  county  surveyor  was  to 
prepare  plats  of  the  swamp  lands  and  return  such  plats 
to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  whereupon  the  court 
fixed  the  valuation  upon  each  tract.   The  purchasers  of  these 
tracts  were  given  a  certificate  by  the  drainage  com- 
missioner, and  a  deed  was  later  executed  by  the  county 
court.   The  court  was  to  sell  only  enough  swamp  lands 
to  Insure  reclamation  of  all  such  land,  any  balance 
to  be  granted  to  the  several  townships  to  be  used  for 
educational  purposes.   At  the  discretion  of  the  county, 
such  balance  could  also  be  used  for  the  construction  of 
roads  or  bridges,  or  for  other  public  works. 


227.  R.  3.  1874,  p.  306. 

228.  L.  1819,  p.  237,  238;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  135;  R.  3.  1874, 
p.  307,  308. 

229.  B.  L.  1827,  p.  246,  247,  372;  L.  1874,  p.  990. 

230.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  307;  L.  1909,  p.  163;  L.  1911,  p.  246. 

231.  L.  1915,  p.  637-40. 

232.  Created  in  1917  to  supplant  the  State  Board  of  Health 
abolished  in  that  year  (L.  1917,  p.  4,17,27). 

233.  9  U.  S.  Stat.  519. 

234.  L.  1852,  p.  178. 
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In  1865  the  commissioners  of  highways  In  each 
town  became  ex  officio  boards  of  drainage  commiss- 
ioners. 235  Where  a  proposed  drain  ran  through  more 
than  one  town  the  commissioners  of  all  the  towns 
affected  made  up  the  board  of  drainage  commissioners. *^'^° 
In  1379  drainage  construction  by  special  assessment 
was  handled  by  the  drainage  commissioners,  a  body 
corporate  and  politic  composed  of  commissioners  of 
highways.   237 

Provision  was  first  made  for  the  organization  of 
drainage  districts  for  agricultural,  sanitary,  an<^ 
mining  purposes  in  1879.   Petitions  were  to  be  filed 
with  the  county  clerk  and  hearlnKS  on  the  same  were  to 
be  had  before  the  county  court.  Vfhen  the  court  found 
In  favor  of  the  petitioners,  It  appointed  three  dis- 
interested persona  as  commissioners  to  lay  out  and 
construct  the  work.   Petitions  for  the  construction  of 
drains  to  cost  less  than  $5,000  were  to  be  presented  to 
Justices  of  the  peace,  If  the  petitioners  so  elected, 
ana  the  commissioners  of  highways  were  to  perform  the 
duties  of  drainage  commissioners  In  such  cases. 238  j^ 
1885  this  law  was  amended  to  include  drains  costing  less 
than  $2,000  and  provided  for  the  appointment  of  three 
residents  as  commissioners. 239 

Public  Services 

Public  Health 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  created  in 
1917,240  is  charged  with  general  supervision  of  the 
health  and  lives  of  the  people  of  the  state.   In  con- 
formance with  this  legislative  order  it  is  empowered  to 
supervise,  aid,  direct,  and  assist  local  health  author- 
ities or  agencies  In  the  administration  of  the  health 
laws.   Public  health  districts  may  be  organized  along 
subcounty  lines  with  a  board  of  health  in  each.   The 
names  of  such  districts  are  to  be  filed  with  the  county 
clerk  to  complete  their  organization.   Annually,  each 
board  of  health  certifies  to  the  county  clerk  the  rate 
of  a  public  health  tax  to  be  levied  in  each  district, 
the  clerk  being  responsible  for  setting  out  the  proper 
taxes  upon  the  warrant  books  and  transmitting  them  to 
the  collector  as  provided  for  in  regard  to  other 
taxes.   241 

Control  of  the  state  health  department  over  lodg- 
ing houses,  boarding  houses,  tavern,  Inns,  and  hotels 
is  effected  through  the  county  clerk,  the  proprietors 


235.  L.  1865,  p.  50. 

236.  L.  1867,  p.  91,92. 

237.  L.  1879,  p.  142. 

238.  L.  1879,  p.  120. 

239.  L.  1885,  p.  130,  131. 

240.  L.  1917,  p.  4. 

241.  Ibid.,  p.  27,28,763,765,767,768. 
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of  such  establishments  being  required  to  file  with  the 
clerk  an  annual  statement  containing  details  as  to  sleep- 
ing accommodations  for  guests.   242  The  clerk  is  also 
required  to  report  annually  to  the  state  health  de- 
partment the  names  and  addresses  of  township  of flcials.243 

Mosquito  abatement  districts  are  organized  upon 
petition  to  the  county  Judge  of  the  county  in  which  such 
territory  lies,  such  petitions  being  filed  with  the 
county  clerk.   If,  after  hearing,  the  county  Judge  de- 
termines that  the  organization  of  a  district  is  nec- 
essary, the  question  is  submitted  to  the  residents  of 
the  territory  at  a  special  election.   The  Judges  of 
election  make  return  to  the  county  Judge,  and  the  re- 
sults are  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court. 
A  majority  of  the  votes  favoring  it,  a  mosquito  abate- 
ment district  is  thereupon  organized. 244 

County  officials  also  enter  into  the  state's 
control  of  public  swimming  pools,  \fhen   a  represent- 
ative of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  finds 
conditions  that  warrant  the  closing  of  such  a  pool,  the 
owner  of  the  pool  and  the  sheriff  and  state's  attorney 
of  the  county  are  notified  to  that  effect,  it  being  the 
duty  of  these  officers  to  enforce  such  notices. 245 

Vital  Statistics 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health  has  charge 
of  registration  of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths 
throughout  the  state. 246  To  effect  proper  control  of 
this  matter  the  state  is  divided  into  vital  statistics 
registration  districts  which,  in  Cass  County,  were 
identical  with  the  road  districts  until  the  institution 
of  township  form  of  government  in  1924;  247  they  are  now 
identical  with  the  townships.   The  township  clerk  acts 
as  the  local  registrar  in  these  districts  and  receives 
certificates  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the 
district.   Burial  permits  are  issued  by  the  registrar 
and  are  later  returned  to  him  for  filing. 

The  local  registrar  is  required  to  deposit  monthly 
with  the  county  clerk  a  complete  set  of  records  of 
births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  registered  during  the 
month,  and  the  clerk  is  charged  with  binding  and  index- 
ing, or  recording  and  safekeeping  of  such  records. 
The  original  certificates  are  sent  monthly  by  the  local 
registrars  to  the  state  health  department  which 
certifies  annually  to  the  county  clerk  the  numoei-  of 
births,  Btillblrths,  and  deaths  registered  in  the  county. 


242.  L.  1901,  p.  305. 

243.  L.  1923,  p.  480. 

244.  L.  1927,  p.  694. 

245.  L.  1931,  p.  735,  736. 

246.  L.  1915,  p.  660-70. 

247.  Township  organization  was  adopted  in  Cass  County  in 
1923,  but  did  not  become  effective  until  1924. 
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The  county  board  Is  to  appropriate  money  for  the 
payment  of  the  local  registrar's  fees.   Such  amounts 
are  charges  against  the  county,  and  the  county  clerk,  is 
required  to  Issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasurer  for 
the  amount  of  the  fees  payable  to  the  registrars. 

The  county  also  enters  Into  the  enforce- 
ment phase  of  this  matter.   The  state  health  department 
reports  cases  of  violations  of  any  provisions  of  the 
act  relating  to  registration  to  the  state's  attorney 
who  is  to  initiate  and  follow  up  court  proceedings 
against  vlolaters. 

Since  1937  the  county  clerk  has  been  required  to 
keep  a  record  of  applications  for  marriage  licenses, 
together  with  certificates  showing  that  persons  de- 
siring to  marry  are  free  from  venereal  diseases. 248 
When  a  marriage  has  been  performed  the  certificate  of 
marriage  together  ■■'Ith  license  is  returned  to  the 
county  clerk,  who  is  required  to  keep  a  registry  of 
marriages,  showing  the  date,  names  of  the  parties, 

and  name  and  title  of  the  official  performing  the 
ceremony. 249 

Public  Assistance 

Public  assistance  is  administered  through  the 
services  of  the  county  department  of  public  welfare,  the 
county  home,  the  examiner  of  the  blind,  the  probation 
officers,  the  county  clerk,  and  the  county  board. 

The  county  department  of  public  welfare  is  headed 
by  a  superintendent  appointed  by  the  county  board  after 
approval  by  the  State  Department  of  Public  '7elfare.250 
He  assists  the  state  department  in  the  operation  of 
welfare  plans  and  policies  within  the  county  and  has 
charge  of  the  administration  of  old  age  assistance. 251 
In  this  latter  regard  the  county  department  acts  merely 
as  the  agent  of  the  state  department,  investigating 
applicants  and  reporting  results. 

The  county  home  is  an  establishment  for  the  main- 
tenance and  care  of  indigents.   Its  management  and 
finances  are  provided  by  the  county  board. 2o2  Blind 
assistance  is  administered  in  the  county  through  appro- 
priations by  the  county  board  together  with  state  funds. 
An  examiner  of  the  blind,  appointed  by  the  county  board, 
examines  all  applicants  referred  to  him  by  the  county 
clerk.  253  T^e  county  court  has  Jurisdiction  in  the 


248.  L.  1937,  p.  908-11. 

249.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  696. 

250.  L.  1937,  p.  451,  452. 

^^'^*  p*.  265-70?  452''^^  ^^*  ^®^^*   P-  ^4-Sl.'72;  L.  1937, 

252.  L.  1935  p.  1057. 

253.  L.  1903,  p.  138;  L.  1915,  p.  256,257;  L.  1935,  p. 
264,265.  '  ^ 
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administration  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund.   A  probation 
officer,  an  appointee  of  the  court  for  this  purpose, 
investigates  and  visits  cases  of  indigent  mothers  who 
are  entitled  to  benefit.   254 

Coordination  of  Functions 

From  the  foregoing  discussion  of  functions  of  the 
county  government  it  is  apparent  that  the  county  plays 
a  dual  role,  that  of  a  body  politic  and  that  of  an  agent 
of  the  state.   In  its  first  capacity,  the  county,  through 
its  officials.  Is  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pur- 
chasing, holding,  and  selling  property,  making  contracts, 
and  raising  revenue  for  its  proper  operation.   As  a  state 
agent  it  fits  into  a  state-wide  program  on  various 
matters  of  public  concern,  acting  under  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  state  and  coordinating  the  activities 
of  subcounty  agencies  and  officials. 

Coordination  of  the  county  activities  is  effected 
chiefly  through  the  county  clerk.   An  Illustration  of 
this  is  the  part  this  official  plays  in  the  election 
proceoure  where  there  is  no  board  of  election  commission- 
ers.255  As  ministerial  officer  of  the  county  board  he 
notifies  the  Judges  and  clerks  of  elections  of  their 
appointment,  supplies  them  with  blanks  and  poll  books. 
receives  copies  of  registers  of  voters,  Issues  notices 
of  election,  receives  and  preserves  returns,  canvasses 
votes  with  the  assistance  of  two  Justices  of  the  peace 
and  r-^tains  the  abstracts,  transmits  copies  of  election 
returns  and  abstracts  of  votes  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  is?ues  certificates  of  election.   Where  there  is  a 
board  of  election  commissioners,  most  of  the  clerical  work 
Is  done  by  the  board;  however,  the  county  clerk  com- 
pletes the  proceaure  oy  sending  copies  of  election  re- 
turns to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  issuing  certificates 
of  election. 

Records  System 

County  records  in  the  State  of  Illinois  have  suff- 
ered from  the  lack  of  an  adequate  program  of  legisla- 
tion designed  to  secure  uniformity  in  recordation  and 
to  insure  the  proper  care  of  those  documents  which  have 
permanent  value.   However,  from  the  inception  of  state- 
hood, some  effort  has  been  made  to  coordinate  the  records 
systems  of  the  several  counties  and  to  preserve  their 
archives. 

In  attempting  to  establish  state-wide  uniformity 
among  counties,  the  General  Assembly  has  at  times  pro- 
vided detailed  descriptions  of  required  records  and  in 
many  Instances  has  supplied  the  very  forms  to  be  used. 


254.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1915,  p.  243-45;  L.  1921, 
p.  162-64;  L.  1935. D.  256-59. 

255.  See  Elections,  p.  65,  for  explanation  of  cevelop- 
raent  and  control  of  the  election  machinery. 
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Laws  relating  to  tne  duties  and  powers  of  county  officers 
usually  contained  some  such  provisions.   Thus  In  1819, 
the  recorder  of  the  county  was  ordered  to  supply  "parch- 
ment or  good  large  books,  of  royal  or  other  large  paper, 
well  bound  and  covered"  wherein  to  record  all  deeds 
and  conveyances  brought  to  hlra  for  that  purpose.   He 
was  also  to  keep  a  fair  book  In  wnlch  to  enter  every 
deed  or  writing  to  be  recorded,  noting  the  date,  the 
parties,  and  the  place  where  the  lands  were  situated, 
such  entries  to  be  made  according  to  priority  of  tlme.256 
In  1833  he  was  required  to  keep  an  alphabetical  Index 
to  each  book, 257  and  by  1874  the  General  Assembly  had 
prescribed  a  complete  list  of  books  to  be  kept  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder,  with  a  description  of  the  con- 
tents of  each,  which  list  has  been  continued,  substant- 
ially unchanged,  to  the  present. 258 

In  like  manner,  legislation  was  enacted  prescrib- 
ing records  to  be  kept  by  the  county  clerk  and  his 
predecessors,  acting  in  their  several  capacities, 259 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 260  ^.he   Judge261  and 
Justice  of  the  probate  court,  262  the  coroner, 263  the 
county  superintendent  of  schools, 264  thg  county  sur- 
veyor, 265  and  the  county  treasurer.  266 

Description  of  records  and  forms  to  be  used  are 
frequently  found  in  legislation  pertaining  to  the  hold- 
ing of  elections, 267  assessments  and  the  collection  of 
revenue. 268  the  organization  and  maintenance  of  common 
schools,  269  the  refclstratlon  of  marriages, 270  and  the 


256.  L.  1819,  p.  18,20. 

257.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  511. 

258.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  834. 

259.  L.  1849,  p.  66,203;  L.  1859,  p.  92-94;  L.  1865,  p. 
93;  R.  3.  1874,  p.  261-65,  332;  L.  1933,  p.  293-95. 

260.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  152;  R.  3.  1845,  p.  147;  L.  1847,  p. 70; 
L.  1849,  p.  9;  L.  1865   p.  93;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  262, 
263;  L.  1933,  p.  293,294. 

261.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  231. 

262.  R.  3.  1845,  p.  427,428. 

263.  R.  L.  1835,  u.  574;  L.  1869,  p.  104,105;  R.  3.  1874, 
p.  283. 

264.  L.  1849,  p.  155,156;  L.  1665,  p.  120;  L.  1909,  p. 
346,  348,  349. 

265.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  173:  R.  S.  1645.  p.  524. 

266.  Ibid. ■  p.  138;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  323,324. 

267.  L.  1319,  p.  92,94;  R.L.  1327,  p.  291,292;  R.L.  1829, 
p.  59,60;  L.  1S45,  p.  41,42;  L.  1649,  p.  73,74;  L. 
1865,  p.  54,55;  L.  1871-72,  p.  336-89,391;  L.  1885, 
p.  143.  148.173.176;  L.  1937,  p.  522-29,531-48. 

268.  R.  L.  1827   p.  329-33;  L.  1838-39,  p.  4,5,7,8,12,13, 
17;  L.  1845, p.  6-9,12,14,15;  L.  1849, p.  37,38,  124- 
126;  L.  1851, p.  53,55,56;  L.  1853, p.  17,  24,50,55, 
77,78,111,112;  L.  1871-72,  p.  19,23,32,48,49,54. 

269. L.  1825, p.  127;  R.  L.  1833, p.  563;  L.  1841, p.  263, 
270-72;  L.  1845, p.  53,54,65-68;  L.  1847, p.  121-23, 
142-44;  R.  3.  1874,  p.  950,957,958,964. 

270.  L.  1319,  D.  27;  R,  L.  1827,  p.  288,289;  R.  3.  1874, 
p.  694,695. 
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recording  of  vital  statistics. 271 

V/hile  there  has  been  enacted  much  legislation  pre- 
scribing the  kind  of  records  to  be  kept,  only  a  few  laws 
deal  with  the  safeguarding  and  preservation  of  county 
archives.   In  1819  the  General  Assembly  directed  the 
clerks  of  the  circuit  and  county  commissioners '  courts 
to  provide  "  a  safe  press  or  presses  with  locks  and 
keys  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  archives  of  their 
offices  ..."  272  In  1343  the  county  commissioners' 
courts  were  authorized,  and  required  whenever  the  fin- 
ances of  the  county  would  Justify  the  exfjcnditure  to 
erect  a  fireproof  recorder's  office  at  the  county  seat, 
or  if  the  commissioners  were  of  the  opinion  that  any 
unappropriated  room  in  their  courthouse  could  be  made 
fireproof,  to  make  it  so  and  house  the  office  and  records 
of  the  recorder  there.   At  the  discretion  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  the  provisions  of  this  act  might 
be  deemed  to  apply  to  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the 
circuit  and  county  commissioners'  courts.   273  similar 
in  content  but  slightly  different  in  wording  is  a  later 
enactment  in  which  the  county  commissioners'  courts 
were  authorized  to  "erect,  build,  and  provide  perman- 
ent fireproof  rooms,  houses  or  vaults,  for  the  purpose 
of  placing  therein  and  preserving  from  injury,  damage, 
loss,  or  destruction  by  fire,  the  records  and  documents 
of  their  respective  counties."  274  iphe  preservation  of 
county  archives  has  been  greatly  aided  by  an  act  to  pro- 
vlao  for  the  copying  of  old,  worn-out  records, 275  and  by 
a  law  authorizing  the  transfer  of  county  records  having 
historic  value  to  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Lib- 
rary, the  Archives  Division  of  the  Illinois  State  Lib- 
rary, or  to  the  State  University  at  Urbana.276  Pro- 
vision is  made  in  this  act  for  the  substitution  of 
accurate  copies  of  these  documents  if  such  action  be 
deemed  necessary.   In  1907  the  .act  was  amended  to  in- 
clude among  the  institutions  to  which  old  records  might 
be  sent,  any  historical  society  Incorporated  and  located 
within  a  pfirticular  county. 277  Laws  have  also  been  an- 
acted  which  provide  for  the  restoration  of  certain 
classes  of  records  destroyed  by  fire  or  other  means. 278 
In  1935  the  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  for  the 
construction  of  a  fireproof  building  at  Springfield  for 
the  purpose  of  storing  therein  the  archives  and  records 
of  the  state. 2'^9  The  erection  of  this  structure,  the 


271.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210-12;  L.  1877,  p.  209;  L.  1901,  p. 
301-4;  L.  1903,  p.  315-18;  L.  1915,  p.  666,667. 

272.  L.  1819,  p.  332. 

273.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210. 

274.  L.  1845, p.  46. 

275.  L.  1871-72,  p.  648,649. 

276.  L.  1897,  p.  205;  L.  1939,  p.  693. 

277.  L.  1907,  p.  375. 

278.  L.  187L-72,  p.  649,650,652. 

279.  L.  1935,  p.  138. 
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State  Archives  Building, has  helped  to  make  possible 
the  Inauguration  of  an  Intelligent,  farslghted  program 
for  the  preservation  of  papers  and  documents  of  historic 
value. 

There  are  still  serious  omlSBlons  in  legislation 
pertalnlnj^:  to  recordation.   For  Instance,  Illinois  has 
no  law  prescribing  the  kinds  of  Inks  to  be  used  In 
keeping  records.   And,  although  laws  have  been  enacted 
authorizing  the  provision  of  fireproof  accommodations 
for  county  documents,  they  are  permissive  rather  than 
mandatory  In  character.   280  Legislation  enabling  the 
destruction  of  worthless  archives  apparently  Is  non- 
existent with  the  exception  of  laws  relating  to  certain 
election  papers.  281  The  enactment  of  legislation 
which  would  remedy  these  defects  In  the  laws  and  con- 
tinue the  trend  toward  state-wide  uniformity  among 
counties  would  result  In  an  Intelligent,  economical 
records  system  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 


280,  L.  1842-43,  p.  210;  L.  1345,  p.  46. 

281.  L.  1861,  D.  269;  L.  1371-72,  id.  389;  L.  1885,  o. 
146,193;  L.  1891,  p.  118,  119;  L.  1917,  o.  438,443. 


(First  entry,  p.  117) 

3. ROSTER  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS* 
(Date  after  name  of  officer  refers  to 
date  of  commission  unless  otherwise  stated) 

County  Commissioners'  Court** 
(The  first  county  administrative  body,  from 
1837  to  1849,  which  consisted  of  three  elected  commissioners) 

Joshua  P.  Crow,  Araos  Bonney,       William  J.  Dehaven, 

George  Miller.  August  1,  1837     August  2,  1841 
Isaac  C.  Spence,  Amos  Bonney,      Robert  Seeper, 

Joshua  P.  Crow,  August  7,  18381   August  1.  1843 
Isaac  C.  Spence  Henry  McHenry 

August  5,  1839    January  9,  1843*^ 
John  C.  Scott,  Marcus  Chandler, 

August  3.  1840^ 
•    This  list  was  compiled  from  the  following  sources: 

A.  Secretary  of  State.   Index  Department,  Election 
Returns,  Returns  from  County  Clerk  to  Secretary 
of  State.   1809-47,  78  volumes  (1-73),  third 
tier,  bay  1;  1848--,  53  file  drawers  (2-54) 
third  tier,  bay  2,  State  Archives  Building, 
Springfield. 

B.  Secretary  of  State.   Executive  Department, 
Certlflcatee  of  Qualification.  1819--,  22  file 
drawers  (1-22),  fourth  tier,  bay  5,  State  Archives 
Building,  Springfield. 

C.  (1)  Secretary  of  State.   Executive  Department 

Official  Records.  List  of  Commissions  Issued  to 
County  Officers.  1809-1918,  5  volumes,  fourth 
tier,  bay  6,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 
(2)   Secretary  of  State  Executive  Department  Of- 
ficial Records,  List  of  Commissions  Issued  to 
County  Officers.   1869 —   4  volumes.  Room  208, 
Second  Floor,  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Executive 
Department,  State  Capitol  Building, Spring- 
field. 
Vfhere  state  records  are  Incomplete  or  missing,  data 
are  secured  from  county  records;  secondary  sources 
are  used  only  when  state  and  county  records  are 
deficient  or  not  available. 
♦♦  Dates  shown  after  commissioners'  names  Indicate  dates 
of  election  unless  othexn/lse  stated.   By  a  law  passed 
In  1837,  the  three  county  commissioners  elected  In 
1838  were  to  draw  lots  marked  one,  two,  and  three 
years  to  determine  length  of  term.   Thereafter,  until 
1849,  one  commissioner  was  to  be  regularly  elected 
each  year  to  serve  a  three-year  term.   For  length  of 
term  of  other  county  board  officers,  see  ch.  I, 
County  Board;  for  length  of  term  of  all  other 
officers,  see  separate  office  essays. 

1.  Spence  drew  the  one-year.  Crow  the  two-year,  and  Bonney 
the  three-year  terms  at  a  meeting  September  4,  1838 
(Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  32,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3). 

2.  Scott  was  elected  for  the  regular  three-year  term. 
Chandler  was  elected  for  two  years  to  fill  an  unex- 
pired term,  presumably  that  of  Spence. 

3.  Recorded  as  commissioner  (Ibid. .  p.  183);  recoirds 

do  not  show  when  he  was  elected  or  which  commissioner 
he  succeeded. 
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Jesse  B.  Pierce  (Pearce)^*  Henry  McHenry, 

August  7,  1S43  August  3,  1846 

George  B.  Thompson,  George  H.  Nolte, 
August  5,  1844^  August  2,  1847 

William  McHenry,  Wllllnra  Armstrong', 
August  4,1845  August  7,  1348 

County  Court 
(From  1849  until  institution  of  commission  form  of 
government  in  1873,  county  business  was  administered  by  the 
countv  Judge  and  tv.'o  associate  Justices  acting  as  the  county 
board) 

James  Shaw,  county  Judge,  George  W.  Shawn,  William  McHen] 

November  14,  1849,  associate  Justices, 

Wllli'^im  Taylor,  Francis  Arenz,         November  24,1857 

Associate  Justices,  Francis  K.  Rearick,  county  Judj 

November  6,  1349,  William  McHenry,  George  W. 

Jacob  Ward,  associate  Justice,       Shawn,  associate  Justices, 

May  21,  1851  November  25,1861 

John  A.  Arenz,  county  Judge,       John  A.  Arenz,   county  Judge, 

December  2,1853,  November  19,1865, 

S.  Paddock,  Issac  Epler,  Jennings  G.  Martin,  Samuel 

associate  Justices,  Smith,  associate  Justices, 

November  22,  1853,  November  7,1865  (elected) 

James  N.  Short,  associate  Justice,   Alex  Huffman,  county  Judge 

December  1,  1854  November  23,1869, 

Christopher  H.  C.  Haverclust,       Francis  H.  Rearick,  county 
county  Judge,  Judge,  March  1,  1872, 

Andrew  Struble,  Jeptha  Plaster 
associate  Justices, 
November  16,  1369 

Board  of  County  Commissioners* 
(Beginning  in  1873,  administration  of  county  business 
was  lodged  in  this  board  of  three  elected  commissioners 
until  institution  of  township  government  In  1924) 

William  Campbell,  Robert  Fellden,     William  Campbell, 
John  Malone  November  24,  1874 

November  4,1873  (elected)^ 


4.  Recorded  as  "Pearcef September  15,  1843  (Commissioners' 
Record,  v.  1,  p.  212,  in  Supervisors'  lilnutee  [RecordJ , 
see  entry  ^ 

5.  Recorded  as  taking  oath  and  seat  as  commissioner, 
September  4,  1844  (ibid. .  p.  255).  State  records 
show  that  George  B.  Thompson  and  Amos  Atwater  were 
tied  with  376  votes  eaon  at  election,  August 

5,  1844. 
•    Under  the  provisions  of  the  Const,  of  1870  (Art, 
X  sec.  6)  the  first  three  commissioners  were  to 
hold  office  for  one,  two,  and  three  years,  to  be 
determined  by  lot;  and  every  year  thereafter  one 
such  officer  was  to  be  elected  for  a  term  of  three 
years. 

6.  Campbell  drew  the  one-year,  Flelden  the  two-year,  and 
Malone  the  three-year  terms,  December  1,  1873  (County 
Court  Recoini,  v.  D,  p.  203,  In  Supervisors'  Minutes 
^Record],  see  entry  3). 
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Board  of  County  Comralssloners  (Cont.  ) 


Luke  Dunn, 

November  10,  1875 
Jcunes  R.  Crum, 

November  23,  1876 
Robert  Clark, 

December  1,  1877 
Thomas  Knight, 

November  25,  1876 
James  R.  Crum, 

November  24,  1879 
Louis  C.  Hackman, 

December  1,  1880 
Luke  Dunn, 

December  1,  1881 
F.  W,  Gerdis, 

December  1,  1882 
Louis  C.  Hackman, 

November  26,  1883 
George  A.  Beard, 

April  8,  1884 

(elected) 
Henry  Garm, 

December  1,  1884 
William  Buracker 

December  7,  1885 
Louis  C.  Hackman, 

December  6,  1886 
Henry  Garm, 

December  5,  1887 
William  Burakar  (Buracker), 

December  3,  1888 
Pins  Neff, 

Nov-mber  13,  1889 
Oliver  Decker 

November  26,  1890 
George  W.  Stout, 

Nov-raber  10,  1891 
F.  W.  Korsmeyer, 

November  29,  1892 
Oliver  Decker, 

November  14,  1893 
George  W.  Stout, 

November  27,  1894 
F.  W.  Korsmeyer, 

November  20,  1895 
Albert  Krohe, 

November  19,  1896 
George  W.  Chittlch, 

November  16,  1897 
Phillip  N.  Bailey, 

November  29,  1898 


Albert  H.  Krohe, 

November  11,  1899 
George  W.  Chittich, 

November  27,  1900 
Robert  H.  Armstrong, 

November  29,  1901 
H.  A.  Bridgman, 

November  29,  1902 
James  R.  Sligh, 

June  9,  1903 
George  W.  Stout, 

November  10,  1903 
William  W.  Dick, 

November  26,  1904 
Henry  A.  Bridgman, 

November  23,  1905 
John  Brech, 

November  26,  1906 
John  L.  Marlin, 

November  19,  1907 

George  F.  Kuhlman, 

November  23,  1908 
Angus  Taylor,' 

November  13,  1909 
Robert  H.  Londen, 

November  30,  1910 
George  F.  Kuhlman, 

November  28,  1911 
William  Roegge, 

November  25,  1912 
Robert  H.  Londen, 

November  8,  1913 
George  F.  Kuhlman, 

November  18,  1914 
William  Roegge, 

November  19,  1915 
Robert  H.  Londen, 

December  1,  1916 
M.  J.  Palmer, 

November  17,  1917 
George  Washington  Armstrong, 

November  22,  1918 
Robert  H.  Londen, 

November  11,  1919 
E.  H.  Kloker, 

November  19,  1920 
George  Washington  Armstrong, 

November  29,  1921 
George  F.  Kuhlman, 

November  21,  1922 
Robert  H.  Londen, 

November  16,  1923 


County  Board  of  Supervisors 

The  several  township  supervisors,  one  elected  from  each 
township,  together  with  any  additional  and  assistant  super- 
visors elected  upon  proportional  representation,  make  up 
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the  membership  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors.   Be- 
cause these  supervisors  severally,  are  township  officials 
and  only  as  a  group  constitute  the  county  board,  they  are 
not  commissioned  by  the  state  as  county  officers  and  no 
data  concerning  them,  from  which  a  list  could  be  complied, 
are  kept  by  the  State.  For  the  same  reason,  county 
board  records  too,  are  Inadequate  for  the  compilation 
of  a  complete  and  accurate  list  of  supervisors.   There- 
fore, due  to  these  and  other  limitations,  only  those 
merabera  mentioned  In  county  board  records  In  connec- 
tion with  the  first  recorded  meeting  of  the  first 
board  of  supervisors  are  Included  In  this  roster. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners, 
November  17,  1923,  the  county  clerk  reported  approval  of 
townshlo  organization  by  a  vote  of  3,521  to  761  at  the 
election  held  November  6,  1923.'''  On  December  17,  1923, 
the  board  appointed  Jeptha  Armstrong,  John  Broeker,  and 
Joseph  E.  Edwards  commissioners  to  divide  the  county  Into 
towns. 8  Their  report,  presented  to  the  board  February  7, 
1924,  bound  and  named  eleven  towns  as  follows;^ 


Arenzvllle 

Ashland 
Beardstown 
Bluff  Springs 
Chandlervllle 
Hagener 


Newmansvllle 
Panther  Creek 
Philadelphia 
Sangajnon  Valley 
Virginia 


The  first  meeting  of  the  first  board  of  supervisors  was 
held  April  14,  1924;  the  supervisors  and  townships  each 
represented  being  as  follows: 10 


Supervisor 

Alex  Huffman 

Nathan  W.  Wright 

William  J.  Jones 

Mark  White  (Assistant) 

Herman  Green  (Assistant) 

Gus  A.  Carls 

Jeptha  Armstrong 

Henry  Schneider 

C.  J.  Sprinkle 

Lincoln  Flelden 

F.  C.  Wallbaum 

John  H.  Taylor 

George  W.  Nlsbet 


Township 

Arenzvllle 

Ashland 

Beardstown 

Beai*dstown 

Beardstown 

Bluff  Springs 

Chandlervllle 

Hagener 

Newmansvllle 

Panther  Creek 

Philadelphia 

Sangamon  Valley 

Virginia 


F.  C.  Wallbaum  was  elected  permanent  chairman. 


7. 

8. 
9. 
10. 


County  Board  Minutes,  v.  5,  p.  557,  in  Supervisors' 

Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

Ibid.,  p.  559. 

Ibid.,  p.  583. 

Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record),  v,  1,  p.  1,  see  entry 

3;  names  of  townships  taken  from  record  of  Officers 

Elected,  V.  1,  p.  3,  see  entry  51. 
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County  Judges 

James  Shaw, 

November  14,  1849 
John  A.  Arenz, 

December  2,  1853 
Christopher  K.  C.  Haverclust, 

November  24,  1357 
Francis  K.  Rearlck, 

November  25,  1861 
John  A.  Arenz, 

November  19,  1865 
Alex  Huffman, 

November  23,  1869 
Francis  H.  Rearlck, 

March  1,  1872 
John  N.  Savage, 

November  28,  1873 
J.  W.  Rearlck, 

December  1  1877 
D.  A.  Walker, 

December  1,  1882 

December  6,  1886 


Henry  Phillips, 

November  26,  1390 
November  9,  1894 

John  T.  Robinson, 

November  28,  1898 

Darius  N.  '.'alker, 

November  20,  1902 
Nov-mber  27,  1906 

Charles  A.  E.  Martin, 
November  30,  1910 
November  18,  1914 
November  22,  1918 
November  24,  1922 

Lloyd  M.  McClure, 
April  16,  1926 
November  16,  1926 
November  19,  1930 
November  17,  1934 
November  22,  1938 


Probate  Justices  of  the  Peace 
(In  1837  the  judge  of  probate  was  succeeded  by 
the  probate  Justice  of  the  peace  who  v;as  In  turn 
succeeded  In  1849  by  the  county  Judge  as  Judge  ex 
officio  of  the  probate  court) 


John  a.  Wllbouim, 

October  7,  1837 
Joshua  P.  Crow, 

August  17,  1839 
Alexander  Huffman, 

August  22,  1842 


Hanry  E.  Dummer, 

August  28,  1843 

Halet  Clark, 

November  15,  1847 

Henry  E.  Dummer, 

May     30,  1849 


County  Clerks 
(Clerks  of  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
county  court,  board  of  county  commissioners,  and 
county  board  of  supervisors) 


John  W.  Pratt, 

Aueust  14,  I837II 

August  5,  1339  (elected)12 

John  W.  Pratt  , 

August  2,  1347  (elected) 


William  H.  K.  Carpenter, 

August  1,  1342  (elected) 
August  7,  1843    " 
June   3,  184el3 

Arthur  M.  Pendleton, 
December  1,  1898 
December  5  1902 


11.  Took  oath  (Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1.  p.  1,  In  Super- 
visors' Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3). 

12.  On  June  8,  1842,  Pratt  resigned  and  was  appointed 
olerk  pro  tem  until  his  successor  should  be  duly 
elected  and  qualified  (ibid. .  p.  167). 

13.  Filed  bond  as  clerk  (ibid.,  p.  292). 
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County  Clerks  (cent.) 


Edward  R.  Saunders, 

October  11, 

1847-* 

Lewis  F.  Saunders 

November  15, 

184715 

November  14, 

1849 

December  2, 

1853 

Allen  J.  Hill, 

November  24, 

1857 

November  ?5, 

,  1861 

November  29, 

1365 

November  ?3, 

.  1869 

James  B.  Black, 

November  28, 

1373 

December  1, 

1877 

J.  F.  Robinson  , 

December  1, 

1382 

December  6, 

1886 

November  26, 

1390 

November  27, 

.  1394 

James  C.  Meade, 

November  24,  1906 
Louis  0.  Sklles, 

November  30,  1910 

Henry  Jacobs, 

November  18,  1914 
November  22,  1918 
November  21,  1922 

Glen  Peteflsh, 

January  7,  1924 
November  24,  1924 
December  3,  1926 

Joe  3.  Mullen, 

November  23.  1930 

Geo.  D.  Schultz^-S 

December  3,  1934 


Recorders 
(In  1849  the  circuit  clerk  became  exofficlo,   recorder) 


N.  B.  Thompson, 

October  21,  1837 
August  17,  1339 


M.  H.  L.  Schooley, 
August  14,  1843 

Levi  L.  Wood, 

August  19,  1347 


Circuit  Court  Clerks 
(Prior  to  1348  circuit  court  clerks 
appointed  by  circuit  Judges) 


Thomas  R.  Snunders, 

September  4,  1348 


L.  F.  Saunders, 

December  2,  1353 
James  Taylor, 

November  14,  1B56 
Allen  J.  Hill, 

November  24,  1357 
Henry  Phillips, 

November  22,  1860 
Allen  J.  Hill, 

November  25,  1861 


Sylvester  Emraonds, 
^elected)     November  4,  1851 
November  23,  1852 

Finis  E.  Downing, 

December  1,  1380 
November  13,  1884 
December  3,  1883 

Henry  F.  Kors, 

November  29,  1892 
December  7,   1896 
Adolph  F.  Sielschott, 
November  30,  1900 
November  29,  1904 


14. 


15. 
16. 


Appointed  vice  Pratt  deceased  (Commissioners'  Court, 
V.  1,  p.  420,  In  Supervisors'  Minutes  fRecordl,  see 

entry  3).  *"     "*  

Bond  presented  and  approved  (Ibid. .p.  422). 
Shown  as  county  clerk  in  Illinois  Secretary  of  State, 
Official  List  of  State  and  County  Officers  of  IlllnolB. 
July  1.  1939.  p.  K      Hereinafter  referred  toTs 
Official  List  of  County  Officers. 
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Lee  D.  Springer, 

December  7,  1908 
November  25,  1912 
December  8,  1916 
Frank  W.  Finn, 

December  3,  1920 
November  26,  1924 
November  30,  1928 
December  1,  1932 
December  4,  1936 
Sheriffs 
(Collectors  to  1839  and  1844 
to  institution  of  township  government  in  1924) 


Henry  Phillips, 

November  19,  1864 
Carlin  F.  Dlf f enbacher, 

November  19,  1368 
Albert  W.  Arenz, 

November  26,  1872 
Thomas  V.  Finney, 

November  22,  1375 


Lemon  Plasters, 

October  21,  1837 

September  5,  1833 
John  Savage, 

August  3,  1840  (elected) 

August  6,  1841 

August  20,  1842 

August  27,  1346 
Joseph  K.  McLane, 

August  17,  1848 
John  R.  Fulks, 

November  13,  1850 
William  Pitner, 

November  17,  1852 
James  Taylor, 

November  14,  1854 
James  A.  Dick, 

November  12,  1356 
Francis  H,  Rearick, 

November  18,  1858 
James  Taylor, 

November  22,  1860 
Charles  E.  Yeck, 

November  20,  1862 

James  A.  Dick, 

November  19,  1864 
Charles  E.  Yeck, 

November  15,  1866 
Thomas  Chapman, 

November  19,  1868 
Horace  Cowan, 

November  19,  1870 
George  Volkmar, 

November  26,  1872 
William  Epler,. 

November  24,  1874 
A.  H.  Slelschott, 

November  22,  1876 


December  2,  1878 
December  1,  1830 
December  1,   1882 
John  Dirreen, 

November  3,  1886, 
December  6,  1836 
John  J.  Beatty, 

November  26,  1890 
Louis  W.  Pilger, 

November  27,  1894 
Earnest  P.  Widmayer, 

November  28,  1898 
Fredrick  E.  Schweer, 

November  28,  1902 
James  R.  Sligh, 

November  24,  1906 
Earnest  P.  V/idmayer, 

November  30,  1910 
Jas.  R.  Sligh, 

November  18,  1914 
George  W.  Farrer, 

November  22,  1918 
James  R.  Sligh, 

November  21,  1922 
Harold  C.  Farrar, 

January  25,  1924 
David  C.  Byrus, 

November  24,  1924 
Richard  R.  Jokisch, 

November  22,  1926 
Edwin  F.  Reichert, 

November  24,  1930 
G.  H.  Campbell, 

November  26,  1934 
Harry  H.  Hager, 

November  19,  1938 


Coroners 


No  state  or  county  records  1837  M.  H.  L.  School  (Schooley), 
Halsey  Smith,  December  7,  1839 

August  23,  1838  Hugh  Lusby, 

Joshua  P.  Crow,  April  18,  1840 

September  9,  1839 
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1844 
1846 

1847 

1848 


John  Dewelen, 

August  10,  1840 
Richard  S.  Cole. 

August  6,  1842 
James  Logan, 

August  21, 

August  27, 
James  McNutt, 

January  6, 
Jesse  Crews, 

August  23, 
Phllo  T.  Norton, 

November  13, 
James  Rodaers 

November  23, 
Alfred  Casstellon 

November  8,  1853  ( 
Robert  R.  Rosa, 

November  14, 
John  K.  McConnell 

November  12, 

November  18, 
Thoma^  Elan, 

November  20, 

November  20, 

November  19, 


1850 


1852 


1854 

'l856 
1858 

1860 
1862 
1864 


November  23,  1866 


November  19,  1868 

November  19,  1870 
David  Clendenln, 

November  29,  1872 
Samuel  Cook, 

November  24,  1874 
David  Clendenln, 

July  11,  1876 
Dennis  Burke, 

November  23,  1876  (elected) 


Anderson  Thomas, 

November  5,  1878 
Dennis  Burke, 

November  24,  1879 
William  J.  Bennett, 
December  1,  1880, 
December  1,  1882 
Henry  H.  Turner, 

December  1,  1884 
Daniel  Lyons, 

December  3,  1888 
Henry  H.  Turner, 

November  29,  1892 
Charles  A.  Feltraan, 
December  7,  1896 
elected)  Charles  H.  Cumralngs, 

November  30,  1900 
November  26,  1904 
November  23,  1908 
George  W.  Parneycastle 
December  14,  1911 
November  25,  1912 
Dr.  Daniel  Lyons, 

December  1,  1916 
George  T.  Saunders, 

November  19,  1920 
Edward  Ealley, 

November  4,  1924  (elected) 
Charles  H.  Gersmeyer, 
November  21,  1928 
December  1,  1932 
November  14,  1936 


State's  Attorneys 
(Appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  1849; 
elected  by  circuit  district  electorate  to  1872) 


L.  C.  Chandler, 

November  27,  1372 

Arthur  A.  Leener, 

November'  23,  1876 

Reuben  R.  Hewitt, 

November  23,  1880 
November  18,  1834 
December  3,  1838 
November  29,  1892 

Charles  A,  Schaeffer, 
December  7,  1896 

Charles  A.  Grldley, 

November  30,  1900 
November  29,  1904 


A.  T.  Lucas, 

November  27,  1908 

November  25,  1912 
Lloyd  M.  McLure, 

December  1,  1916 

November  2,  1920  (elected) 
Lloyd  M.  McClure, 

November  22,  1922 
Myron  E.  Mills, 

November  28,  1924 

November  21,  1928 
C.  G.  Colburn,!'^ 

December  1,  1932 


17.   Shown  as  State's  attorney,  July  1,  1939  in  Official 
List  of  County  Officers,  p.  8. 
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Treasurers 
(Assessors  ex  officio,  to  1839  and  1844  to  1924: 
supervisor  of  assessments  1924  to  date;  collector  1924  to  date 


Thomas  Wllbourne, 

September  4,  1837  18 
William  Babb, 

September  6,  1837  19 

Isaac  W.  Overall, 

December  16,  1837  (elected)20 
William  W,  Babb, 

March  23,  1838  21 


Stephen  Lee, 

May 
Islah  Pascal, 

August 
William  Scott, 

October 


12,  183822 
7,  183823 


9,  1838  24 

Robert  0.  Gaines, 

August  5,  1339  (elected) 
August  7,  1843    " 

John  Craig, 

August  2,  1847  (elected) 
November  6,  1849   " 

Martin  F.  Hlgglns, 

November  4,  1851  (elected) 
November  6,  1853     " 

Phlneas  Underwood, 

November  7,  1854  (elected) 
November  6,  1855     " 

Franklin  A.  Hammer, 

November  24,  1857  (elected) 

David  C.  Dllly, 

November  18,  1859  (elected) 
November  5,  1861  " 
November  20,  1862  " 
November  3,  1863  " 
November  7,  1865  " 
November  5,  1867  " 
November  23,  1869     " 

Phillip  H.  Bailey, 

December  2,  1871  (elected) 

John  L.  Cire, 

November  28,  1873  (elected) 


November  10,  1875 

December  1,   1877 

December  1,   1879 
John  Rahn, 

February  28,  1881 

December  1,  1881 
Henry  Quigg, 

December  1,  1882 
Adolph  H.  Slelschott, 

December  6,  1886 
Henry  Garn  (Garm), 

November  26,1890 
John  Beatty, 

November  27,  1894 
Albert  3.  Coll, 

November  28,  1898 
Earnest  P.  Wldmayer, 

November  28,  1902 
Fredrick.  E.  Schweer, 

November  24,  1906 
James  R.  Sligh, 

November  30,  1910 
Earnest  P.  Wldmayer, 

November  18,  1914 
John  Broeker, 

February  11,  1915 
James  C.  Meade, 

November  19,  1915 
James  R.  Sligh, 

November  22,  1918 
George  W.  Farrar, 

November  21,  1922 
Robert  H.  Garm, 

December  8,  1926 
Alfred  A.  Krobe, 

November  28,  1930 
G.  A.  Looman, 

December  3.  1934 
Leo  Fitzgerald  25 


18. 


19. 
20. 

21. 
22. 


23. 

24. 
25. 


Bond  accepted  (Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  3, 

In  Supervisors'  Minutes   CRecord},  see  entry  3); 

resigned  (ibid. ,  p.  6). 

Appointed,  vice  Wllbourne  (ibid. )» 

Bond  accepted  conditionally  January  10,  1838,  account 

of  his  election  contested  by  William  Babb  (ibid. .  p. 17). 

Bond  accepted  (ibid.,  p.  23). 

Appointed  treasurer  pro  tem  vice  Babb,  resigned 

(Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  25,  in  Supervisors' 

Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3.). 

County  records  do  not  show  Pascal  serving  as  treasurer 

between  August  7  and  October  9,  1838. 

Bond  accepted  (ibid. ,  p.  34). 

Shown  as  treasurer,  July  1,  1939  in  Official  List 

of  County  Officers,  p.  8. 
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Superintendents  of  Schools 
(School  Commissioners  to  1865  ) 


Thomas  Plasters, 

Jr.,  ^ 

September  5, 

,  183726 

Richard  S.  Thomai 

3, 

August  2, 

1841  (elected) 

August  5, 

1845 

N 

August  2, 

1847 

It 

John  B.  Shaw, 

November 

6, 

1849  ( 

[elected) 

November 

4, 

1851 

11 

November 

8, 

1853 

■ 

November 

6 

1855 

n 

November 

24, 

,1857 

Isaac  W.  Overall, 

November 

18, 

!  1859 

November 

5. 

1861 

(elected) 

Frank  Holllnge 

Jr, 

November 

20, 

,  1862 

November 

3, 

,  1863 

(elected) 

J.  K.  Vandemark  1 

[Vandermark) , 

November 

7. 

1865  ( 

[elected) 

James  K.  Van  Demark  (Vandermark) , 

April  2, 

1866 

Harvey  Tate . 

November 

23, 

,  1869 

John  Gore, 

November  28,  1873 
Allen  J.  Hill, 

December  1,  1877 

December  9,  1881 
Andrew  L.  Anderson, 

December  1,  1882 
Charles  A.  Schaeffer, 

December  6,  1886 

November  26,  1890 
John  0.  Pearn, 

November  27,  1894 
Albert  E.  Hlnners, 

November  28,  1898 

November  28,  1902 

Henry  Jacobs, 

November  24,  1906 

November  30,  1910 

Walter  E.  Buck, 

November  18,  1914 

November  22,  1918 

November  21,  1922 

December  8,  1926 

November  28,  1930 

June      5,  1935 

M.  M.  Cruft27 


Surveyors 
(Beginning  September  1936, 
Surveyor  appointed  by  county  board  of  supervisors) 


William  Holmes, 

November  6,  1837 
Lawrence  Clarke, 

August  22,  1838 

August  17,  1839 

August  14,  1843 
John  M.  Sweeny, 

August  19,  1847 

November  6,  1849 
John  Craig, 

November  10,  1851 
A.  Castelow, 

December  2,  1853 
John  Craig, 

November  16,  1855 
Joseph  Dunbar, 

November  3,  1857  (elected) 
James  K.  Vandermark, 

November  18,  1859 


Joseph  T.  Dunbar, 

December  31,  1861 
Joseph  W.  Lawson, 

November  20,  1863 
Joseph  T.  Dunbar, 

November  7,  1865 
Henry  Bovee, 

November  26,  1867 
Wm.  E.  McPherson, 

November  23,  1869 

^'°''«!,e^'eS?irfe.  1871 

Joseph  L.  Lynch, 

December  9,  1872 

Keeling  Berry, 

November  10,  1875 


26. 


27. 


Appointed  (Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  6,  in 
Supervisors'  Minutes  Qlecord),  see  entry  3),  aid 
serving  until  election  of  his  successor  in  1841. 
Shown  as  superintendent  July  1,  1939,  in  Official 
List  of  County  Officers,  p.  8. 
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Surveyors  (cont. ) 


Joseph  3.  Lynch, 

December  1,  1879 
Joseph  Wilson, 

April    8,  1884  (elected) 

November  4,  1884    " 

December  3,  1888    " 

November  29,  1892 

November  3,  1896  (elected) 
John  H.  Ooodell,  Jr., 

November  30,  1900 

November  8,  1904  (elected) 


Joseph  Wilson, 

November  3,  1908  (elected) 

November  5,  1912    " 

Allen  D.  Millard, 

December  1,  1916, 

November  2,  1920  (elected) 

November  4,  1924    " 

John  Ooodell, 

November  6,  1928  (elected) 


November  j 
A.  D.  Millard- 


56 


1932 


28.   Shown  as  surveyor  July  1,  1939,  In  Official  List  of. 
County  Officers,  p.  8. 


(First  entry,  p.  117) 

4.  HOUSING,  CARE,  AND  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  THE  RECORDS 

The  present  Cass  County  courthouse,  In  Virginia, 
was  first  occupied  In  1875.   This  Is  the  second  court- 
house erected  In  Virginia,  but  the  third  In  the 
county,  Including  one  built  In  Beardstovm  when  It 
was  the  county  seat.   All  three  of  these  courthouses 
were  built  by  private  citizens  and  donated  to  the 
county,  and  only  the  additions  and  Improvements  to 
the  present  building,  made  In  1891  and  1939-40,  were 
financed  by  taxation. 

The  first  county  seat  was  located  In  Beards- 
town  where  a  house  was  rented  from  Augustus  Knapp 
(also  Napp)l  for  $25  a  quarter  to  use  for  county 
offices  until  such  time  as  a  courthouse  would  be 
erected.   One  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  approved 
March  4,  1837,  establishing  and  locating  the  seat  of 
Justice  of  Cass  County  In  Beardstown  was  that  this 
city  should  pay  a  sum  of  $10,000  towards  erection  of 
the  county  buildings;  and  should  It  fall  to  comply 
with  the  law  the  county  seat  was  to  be  removed  to 
one  of  the  towns'  nearest  to  the  center  of  the  county 
provided  a  citizen  or  the  citizens  donated  no  less 
than  fifteen  acres  of  land  for  public  buildings. 2 

There  Is  no  evidence  In  county  boar*d  records 
that  Beardstown  compiled  with  this  law  Inasmuch  as 
Virginia  officially  became  the  county  seat  May  1, 
1839.3  Before  this,  Henry  H.  Hall,  one  of  Its 
public-spirited  citizens,  had  donated  fifteen  acres 
of  land  as  a  site  for  public  buildings, ^  thus 
complying  with  the  alternative  condition  of  the  law 
for  the  establishment  of  a  county  seat  for  Cass 
County.   On  April  14,  1838,  the  county  commissioners 
appointed  Henry  Hall  as  their  agent  to  dispose 
of  all  this  land  with  the  exception  of  three  acres 
which  was  designated  as  the  public  square. 5  The 
remaining  twelve  acres  were  divided  Into  lots,  and 
Hall  was  empowered  to  execute  the  deeds  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  lots.^  Later  he  was  given  all 


1.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  13,  In  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record)   see  entry  3.   This  house  was 
rented  from  Knapp  from  August,  1837,  to  March, 
1839  (Ibid.,  p.  13,18,26,30,36). 

2.  L.  1837,  p.  101,   An  Act  approved  July  1,  1837, 
specified  that  the  payment  of  $10,000  by  Beards- 
town should  be  made  In  three  equal  Installments 
over  a  period  of  three  years  (L.  1337,  3p.  Sess., 
p.  48). 

3.  L.  1838-39,  p.  287. 

4.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  47,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  24,25. 

6.  Ibid". 
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these  lots  by  the  county  In  return  for  building  the 
courthouse  and  Jall.'^  It  Is  Impossible  to  ascertain 

from  the  records  the  architectural  style  of  this 
courthouse,  but  It  was  substantially  built  of  brick 
and  was  two  stories  high.   Furthermore,  neither  its 
cost  nor  the  date  of  Its  completion  can  be  ascertain- 
ed, but  on  September  2,  1839,  Hall  notified  the 
commissioners'  court  that  the  courthouse  and  Jail 
were  ready  for  acceptance. 8  The  only  money  expend- 
ed by  the  county  was  $170  for  painting,  contracted 
for  with  Joshua  P.  Crow  on  June  22,  1839,-  and  $8 
allowed  June  5,  to  G.  Harris  for  painting  windows 
and  doors. ^0 

The  citizens  of  Beardstown  did  not  approve  the 
Idea  of  losing  the  county  seat  and  spared  no  efforts 
to  regain  the  honor.   The  state  legislature  In  1843 
helped  Beardstown  make  a  decisive  effort  to  reopen 
the  Issue.   An  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
effective  March  4,  of  that  year,  requiring  an  election 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  In  September  1843  to 
decide  the  question  of  relocating  the  county  seat.H 
The  outcome  was  that  Beardstown  regained  the  honor 
of  being  the  county  seat. 

County  board  records  are  silent  as  to  the  prep- 
arations that  led  to  the  removal  of  county  offices 
back  to  Beardstown.   The  first  mention  of  it  is  made 
on  February  8,  1845,  when  Henry  E.  Drummsteter,  Esq., 
appeared  before  the  commissioners'  court  and  sub- 
mitted proof  showing  that  Beardstown  had  fully  com- 
piled with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 12  He  presented 
a  deed  from  Thomas  R.  Saunders  to  the  county  for  a 
parcel  of  land  in  Beardstown;  a  receipt  for  payment 
in  full  from  B.  W.  Schneider,  contractor,  for  build- 
ing a  courthouse  on  Lot  1,  Block  31,  in  Beardstown; 
a  receipt  from  Thomas  BeaixL,  contractor,  for  build- 
ing a  Jail;  and  a  certificate  of  sufficiency  of  the 
courthouse  and  Jail  issued  by  the  Honorable  Samuel 
D.  Lockwood,  presiding  Judge  of  the  circuit  court. 13 
This  courthouse  was  a  two-story  brick  building,  built 
along  Georgian  lines.   County  offices  were  on  the 
lower  floor,  while  the  courtroom  and  Jury  room  were 
on  the  upper  or  second  floor. 


7.  Ibid.,  p.  bv. 

8.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  57,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  53. 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  50. 

11.  L.  1843,  p.  102-4.   A  detailed  account  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  county  seat  from  Virginia  to  Beards- 
town will  be  found  in  the  Historical  Sketch,  see 
ch.  1. 

12.  L.  1843,  p.  102-4. 

13.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  274,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 
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On  July  14,  1845  the  county  leased  the  court- 
house In  Virginia  to  the  trustees  of  school  lands 
for  one  dollar  for  a  period  of  ten  years. ^^  Six 
years  later,  on  petition  of  the  "Inhabitants  of  Vir- 
ginia and  School  District  Number  1"  It  was  deeded  to 
the  latter  with  the  provision  that  the  property  re- 
vert to  the  county  should  It  be  used  for  other  than 
school  purposes. 1^ 

Beardstown's  hold  on  the  county  seat  remained 
precarious  during  the  next  twenty-five  years:  many 
attempts  continued  to  be  made  to  deprive  her  of  the 
honor. ^6  The  county  board  on  March  8,  1856,  contrac- 
ted with  Henry  E.  Drummer  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot 
adjoining  the  courthouse  for  $750  on  which  to  build 
a  fireproof  building  for  the  safekeeping  of  recoinis,!''' 
and  John  A.  Arenz  was  appointed  commissioner  to  ob- 
tain by  the  June  term  a  plan  and  specifications 
for  a  fireproof  building,  40  feet  square  and  12  feet 
high.    18  Drummer  was  oald  the  $750  for  the  lot 
June  4,19  and  Arenz  submitted  his  plans  and  speci- 
fications and  was  ordered  to  invite  proposals  for 
material  and  labor  June  11.^0  Arenz  received 
$36.25  for  his  plans  and  specif Icatlons, 21  but 
board  records  do  not  reveal  whether  the  offlc* 
building  was  ever  erected. 

In  1872,  an  attempt  against  Beardstown's  possession 
of  the  county  seat  finally  met  with  success. 22  Pursuant 
to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  for  relocating  the 
county  seat,  approved  March  15,  1872,  23  R,  W.  Milk,  on 
September  2,  of  the  same  year,  presented  a  petition  for 
removing  tr.e  county  seat  to  Virginia. 24  After  some  quibb- 
ling to  decide  whether  tne  county  court  had  Jurisdiction 
in  the  matter,  it  was  ordered  to  submit  the  question  to 
the  county  electorate. 25  The  election  was  held  November 
12,  1872, ^Virginia  being  the  victor  by  a  vote  of  1,458 
to  1,330.26 


14.  Ibid.,  p.  308. 

15.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  100,  in  Supervleors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3;  Deed  Record,  v.  F, 
p.  402,  see  entry  76.  The  title  to  this  property 
has  not  changed  since  the  origina].  recordation. 

16.  L.  ib53,  p.  152;  L.  1857,  p.  193;  Priv.  L.  1367, 
V.  1,  p.  892. 

17.  County  Court  Record,  v.  B,  p.  296,297,  in  Super- 
visors' Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

18.  Ibid.,  p.  297. 

19.  Ibid.,  p.  304. 

20.  Tbid . .  p.  305. 

21.  Tbid. 

22.  A  full  account  of  the  return  of  the  county  seat  to 
Virginia  Is  contained  In  the  Historical  S'Ketch,  see  ch.] 

23.  L.  1871-72,  p.  309. 

24.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D,  p.  123,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

25.  Ibid.,  p.  126,127,13^,131. 

26.  Tbid. .  p.  140. 
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The  outcome  of  the  election  resulted  in  protracted 
litigation,  which  finally  ended  when  the  county  board, 
gathered  at  a  special  meeting  held  above  the  Farmers* 
National  Bank  in  Virginia,  ordered  that  "here-after  the 
clerk  of  the  county  court  shall  have  and  keep  his  office 
and  the  records  and  papers  thereof  in  the  rooms  at  this 
time  occupied  by  this  Board  until  such  time  as  the 
South  West  room  of  the  courthouse  in  the  public  square 
In  the  City  of  Virginia  shall  be  fitted  and  furnished 
suitably  for  the  office  of  county  clerk."  27  No  offic- 
ial business  was  done  by  the  county  board  until  June  7, 
1875,  when  the  county  board  instructed  the  sheriff  to 
remove  without  any  delay  the  furniture  in  the  court- 
house in  Beardstown  and  assist  the  circuit  clerk  in 
removal  of  all  the  books,  papers,  and  records  of  the 
circuit  clerk's  office  into  the  "upper  room  or  court- 
room" in  Virginia  until  the  southeast  room  of  the 
lower  story  of  the  courthouse  should  be  properly 
furnished. 28 

When  work  on  the  erection  of  the  courthouse  in  Vli>- 

ginia  began,  by  whom  it  was  built,  or  its  final  cost  is 

not  revealed  in  county  board  recoils,  but  it  was  paid 

for  by  Virginia  and  it  was  officially  occupied  in  the 
summer  of  1875.29 

This  courthouse  was  built  of  brick  along  generous 
lines,  two  stories  high  with  a  mansard  roof.  It  cons- 
titutes the  center  or  main  part  of  the  structure  as  it 
stands  today.  It  Is  located  in  the  center  of  the 
public  square,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Springfield  Street, 
on  the  south  by  Beardstown  Street,  on  the  east  by  Main 
Street,  and  on  the  west  by  Front  Street. 

Two  additions,  one  each  on  the  east  and  west  sides, 
containing  fireproof  vaults,  were  erected  in  1891  at 
a  cost  of  $7,282.21.   ^^ 


27.  Ibid. .  p.  287. 

28.  County  Court  Record,  v.  D,  p.  289,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3.  The  courthouse  .in 
Beardstown  was  loaned  to  school  district  number  1 
for  school  purposes  September  4,  1876,  until  Sept- 
ember 15,  1877.   On  June  8,  1877,  the  building  and 
land  was  sold  to  the  City  of  Beardstown  for  $300 
(ibid.,  p.  430,504). 

29.  On  June  10,  1875,  T.  J.  Kemper  was  allowed  $367,18 
for  "fitting  up"  county  clerk's  office  (County  Court 
Record,  v.  D,  p.  292,  in  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record) 
see  entry  3;  On  June  19,  Butler,  Sandmyer  and  Co. 
were  paid  $900  for  two  furnaces  as  per  contract 
(ibid.,  p.  306):  and  T.  J.  Kemper  was  awarded 

a  contract  for  3350  "to  fit  up"  circuit  clerk's 
office  (ibid. ).  At  the  September  term,  S.  R. 
Yapee  was  allowed  $615  for  furnishing  the  court- 
room (ibid. .  p.  316)  and  Angler  Wilson  &   Co. 
were  allowed  $335.39  for  ten  boxes  (ibid. ,  p.  344), 

30.  County  Board  Record,  v.  F,  p.  256, 270,284,  in 
Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 
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An  addition,  containing  waehrooms,  was  erected  In 
1913  on  the  east  side  of  the  courthouse  at  a  cost  of 
♦664.   31   In  1939  the  courthouse  Interior  was  renov- 
ated end  the  wing  on  the  west  side  enlarged  at  a  cost 
in  excess  of  $20,000.   32  j^   the  enlarged  wing  on  the 
first  floor  Is  located  the  suite  of  the  county  clerk, 
and  on  the  second  floor  the  offices  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  highways  and  of  schools. 

The  last  addition,  with  Its  Increased  space,  has 
done  much  to  enhance  the  value  of  this  building  for 
governmental  puirposes.   At  the  present  time,  the  floor 
lay-out  is  well  adapted  both  for  carrying  on  county 
business  and  for  record  housing.   (For  floor  plans  of 
courthouse  and  arrangement  of  offices  and  vaults,  see 
pages  103-5. ) 

Besides  the  offices  and  depositories  in  the  court- 
house, there  are;  the  coroner's  office.  In  the  residence 
of  C.  H.  Oersmeyer,  coroner,  312  West  Eighth  Street, 
Beardstown,  and  the  county  home's.  In  the  caretaker's 
quarters  on  the  first  floor  of  the  county  home  at  Bluff 
Springs,  eight  miles  northwest  fi*om  the  courthouse. 

Records  are  distributed  among  the  offices  and 
vaults  In  proportion  to  the  frequency  of  their  use. 
Thus,  seventy-two  percent  of  the  files  and  only  thirty 
percent  of  the  record  volumes  are  left  In  the  offices. 
There  are  1,402  record  volumes  In  the  vaults  and  604 
in  the  offices.   Of  the  files,  381  are  In  the  vaults 
and  983  In  the  offices.   With  the  exception  of  one 
bundle  stored  In  the  circuit  court  vault,  all  miscell- 
aneous records  are  found  In  various  offices.   (For 
allocation  of  records  In  the  depositories  according  to 
county  offices,  as  well  as  percentages  of  records 
stored  therln,  see  charts  on  pages  99,  100;  for  detailed 
information  concerning  Individual  depositories  with  a 
description  of  facilities  for  the  housing  of  records, 
see  charts  on  pages  101,  102.) 

Binding  and  repair  of  record  volumes  are  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  county  boarti.   The  system  of 
Indexing  and  filing  records  follows  practices  genered.ly 
adopted  and  employed  In  other  counties  In  Illinois. 

Unlike  many  counties  in  Illinois,  Cass  County 
began  business  with  a  complete  set  of  record  volumes 


31.  County  Board  Minutes,  v.  4,  p.  229,  272,  In  Super- 
visors' Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

32.  Supervisors'  Minutes, (Record)  v.  6,  p.  129,  see 
entry  3.   The  contract  for  this  work  was  let  to 
Wessell  and  Sons  on  July  14,  1939,  for  the  sum  of 
$18,350,  but  numerous  axtraa  broueht  the  final 
figure  to  more  than  $20,000  (Miscellaneous  Record, 
V.  F,  p,  238,  see  entry  67). 
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prepared  for  any  contingency  that  might  occur.   The 
cost  was  $124.80. "^S  Either  to  economize  or  to  protect 
Itself  against  promiscuous  dissemination  of  Illicit 
county  orders,  the  county  commissioners'  court  on 
March  10,  1842,  ordered  Henry  H.  Hall  "to  procure  a 
suitable  plate  of  steel  or  copper  or  some  other  metal 
for  engraving  notes  to  be  Issued  as  county  warrants."  34 
An  entry  In  the  board  recoi^i  later  says  that  T.  R. 
Vfhltney  was  allowed  $100  June  6,  1842,  for  a  steel 
plate  for  county  warrants  and  the  striking  and  print- 
ing of  5,000  Impressions^  and  Henry  H.  Hall  $100  for 
advanced  sum  to  Whitney. "^^  John  W.  Pratt  was  authorized, 
December  29,  1843,  to  transcribe  all  deeds  and  sales 
of  school  lands  situated  In  Cass  County  found  of 
record  In  the  recorder's  office  In  Morgan  County. "-^ 
A  part  of  Morgan  County  having  been  added  to  Cass  county 
in  the  election  held  May  5,  1845,  J.  Lucas,  recorder  of 
Morgan  County  was  allowed  $50,  June  7,  1845,  for  the 
■privilege  of  transcribing  the  record  of  deeds  and 
mortgages  37  on  record  In  Morgan  County.  .  .  and  for  his 
examining  the  transcript  when  made  and  certifying  said 
transcript."   38 

From  September  2,  1845  to  April  1847,  John  W.  Pratt 
was  allowed  $605  for  transcribing  records  In  Morgan 
County, 39  and  Samuel  W.  Lucas  was  paid  $80,  In  March  1847 
for  transcribing  and  Indexing  160  deeds. 40  Three  books 
of  abstracts  of  land  records  were  purchased  from  Henry 
Drummer  for  $480  in  1866  and  were  deposited  in  the  circuit 
clerk's  office  as  a  part  of  the  public  record. 41  Then 
the  circuit  clerk,  Henry  Phillips,  was  employed  August  7, 
1865,  to  complete  the  Index  to  this  abstract  beginning 
with  about  the  year  1860.   The  amount  paid  him  was  five 
cents  for  every  tract  of  land  or  lot  entered,  his  work 
to  be  completed  by  August  7,  1866.42  These  records  can- 
not be  located  today  and  county  board  records  do  not 
reveal  what  happened  to  them.   Always  desirous  of  hav- 
ing important  records  as  complete  as  possible,  Cass 
County  further  purchased  a  book  of  plats  and  field  notes 
or  original  surveys  of  lands  in  ti^e  county  from  F.  N. 
Rearlck,  December  5,  1865,  for  the  sum  of  $107.43 


33.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  12,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

34.  Ibid.,  p.  161. 

35.  Ibid.  .  p.  162. 

36.  Ibid.,  p.  232. 

37.  See  entry  79. 

38.  Commissioners'  Court,  v.  1,  p.  232,  in  Supervisors' 
Minutes  (Record),  aep  entry  3. 

39.  Ibid.,  p.  316,  318,  345,  372,  391,  402. 

40.  Ibid. ,  p.  394. 

41.  dounty  Court  Record,  v.  C,  p.  222,  272,  in  Super- 
visors' Minutes  (Record),  see  entry  3. 

42.  Ibid. .  p.  226. 

43.  Ibid.,  p.  248.   See  entry  254. 
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Case  County  today  Is  fortunate  In  having  all  of 
Its  most  Important  records  Intact  and  In  fair  condition. 
The  aesesBor's  books  44  are  shown  In  this  Inventory  as 
having  several  volumes  missing  from  the  series,  but 
such  gaps  do  not  destroy  the  value  of  the  remainder. 
Otherwise,  all  the  required  records  are  represented  In 
the  archives  of  Cass  County. 


44.   See  entry  22. 
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(First  entry,  p.  ll?) 

ABBREVIATIONS,  SYMBOLS,  AND  EXPLANATORY  NOTES 

alph alphabetical (ly) 

app appendix 

arr arranged,  arrangement 

Art Article 

aser aseeasor 

atty attorney 

aud audi  tor 

bd board 

bdl bundle  (  b  ) 

bldg building 

bsmt basement 

of confer,  compare 

ch chapterCa) 

chron chronological  (I7) 

cir circuit 

elk clerk 

CO county 

coll collector 

comp compiler 

const conatitution 

cont continued 

cor coroner 

c  t court 

dept department 

ed editor,  edited,  edition 

f.  b file  box(eB) 

f.  d file  drawerCs) 

f.,ff and  following(page,  pages) 

f  1 floor 

f  m form 

ft feet 

gen general 

hdgs headings 

hdw handwritten 

hwys highways 

ibid ibidem(in  the  same  place) 

idem • the  same  as  mentioned  above 

i.  e., id  est  (that  is) 

111 Illinois  Reports  (Supreme  Court) 

111.  App Illinois  Appellate  Court  (Reports) 

111.  Rev.  Stat Illinois  Revised  Statutes 

( Smith- Hurd) 

111.  S.  A Illinois  Statutes  Annotated 

in inch(es) 

L Laws  (of  Illinois) 

n footnote(s) 

no(s) number(s) 

N.  W Northwestern  Reporter 

off office 

p page  ( B ) 

pr printed 

Priv.  L private  Laws  (of  Illlnoie) 

pro probate 

rec recorder 

R.  L Revised  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

rm •• room 

R.  S Revised  Statutes  (of  Illinois) 

sch 8chool(8) 

sec Bection(8) 
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sep separate 

3es8 Session 

sh sheriff 

Sp Special 

strm storeroom 

supt superintendent 

surv surveyor 

trans translator 

treas treasurer 

twp(s) townshlpCe) 

U.  S.  R.  S.  »t*» ....United  States  Revised  Statutes 

U.  S.  Stat United  States  Statutes  at  Large 

▼ volume  ( 8 ) 

▼et veterinarian 

vice • • In  place  of 

vlt vault 

—  current 

1.   Despite  Inaccuracies  In  spelling  and  punctuation, 
titles  of  records  are  shown  In  the  Inventory  proper  exactly 
as  on  volume  and  file  boxes.   The  current  or  most  recent  title 
Is  used  as  the  title  of  the  entry  and  title  variation  Is 
indicated. 

Z.'  Explanatory  additions  to  inadequate  titles  and  cor- 
rections of  erroneous  titles  are  enclosed  in  parentheses  suid 
have  initial  capitals. 

3.  In  the  absence  of  titles,  supplied  titles  are 
capitalized  and  enclosed  in  parentheses. 

4.  In  the  title  line,  letters  or  numbers  in  parentheses 
indicate  the  exact  labeling  on  volumes  or  file  boxes.   If 

no  labeling  is  indicated,  it  may  be  assumed  that  there  is 
none. 

5.  Title-line  cross  references  are  used  to  show  the 
continuity  of  a  record  series  which  has  been  kept  separate- 
ly for  a  period  of  time  and  with  other  records  for  diff- 
erent periods  of  time,  as  in  entry  83,  "1837-77,  1931- 

in  Deed  Record,  entry  76."  They  are  also  used  in  all 
artificial  entries-  records  which  must  be  shown  separately 
under  their  own  proper  office  or  section  heading  even 
though  they  are  kept  in  files  or  recol:^is  described  else- 
where in  the  inventory,  as  in  entry  2,  "In  (County  Clerk's 
Miscellaneous  Files  ),  entry  66".   In  both  instances,  the 
description  of  the  master  entry  shows  the  title  ajid  entry 
number  of  the  record  from  which  the  cross  reference  is 
made,  as  for  example,  these  words  do  in  entry  76:  "also 
contains  ...  Tax  Sheriff  Deed,  1837-77,  1931—,  entry 
83;  ..."  Dates  shown  in  the  description  of  the  master 
entry  are  only  for  the  part  or  parts  of  the  record  con- 
tained therin,  and  are  shown  only  when  they  vary  from 
those  of  the  master  entry. 

6.  All  dates  used  are  inclusive. 

7.  When  two  or  more  types  of  containers  are  con- 
sidered in  a  single  entry,  the  quantity  is  shown  in 
chronological  order,  insofar  as  possible. 

8.  The  description  of  the  contents  of  a  record 
applies  only  to  the  current  or  most  recent  record  unless 
change  in  contents  is  actually  shown  in  a  record  entry. 
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9.  Separate  third-paragraph  cross  references  from 
entry  to  entry  and  see  also  references  with  subject 
haadings  or  subheadings  are  used  to  show  prior,  sub- 
sequent, or  closely  related  records  which  are  not  parts 
of  the  same  series. 

10.  Where  no  statement  Is  made  that  the  record 
was  discontinued  at  the  last  date  shown  In  the  entry, 
It  culd  not  be  definitely  established  that  such  was 
the  case.   Where  no  comment  Is  made  on  the  absence  of 
prior,  subsequent,  or  Intermediate  records  no  definite 
Information  could  be  obtained, 

11.  Unless  the  Index  Is  self-contained,  an  entry 
for  the  Index  Immediately  follows  Its  record  entry. 
Cross  references  are  given  for  exceptions  to  this  rule. 
All  Indexes  to  records,  when  otherwise  stated,  are  self- 
contained. 

12.  Records  may  be  assumed  to  be  In  good  condition 
unless  otherwise  Indicated. 

13.  On  maps  and  plat  records,  the  names  of  author, 
engraver,  and  publisher,  and  Information  on  scale  have 
been  omitted  only  when  this  data  was  not  ascertainable. 

14.  Unless  otherwise  specified,  all  records  are 
located  In  the  county  courthouse.   When  all  or  the  majority 
of  the  records  of  an  office  have  a  common  location,  the 
location  Is  Indicated  In  the  last  sentence  of  the  office 
essay  Instead  of  In  each  Individual  entry. 
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COUNTY  BOARD 


In  Illinois,  the  county  board  is  that  body  which 
exercises  the  corporate  or  politic  power  of  the  county.^ 
In  Cass  County  since  18372  four  bodies  have  successively 
acted  as  a  county  board,  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
the  county  court,  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and 
the  board  of  supervisors. 

The  Constitution  of  1818  provided  that  there  should 
be  elected  in  each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting 
all  county  business,  three  commissioners  whose  term  of 
service,  powers,  and  duties  should  be  regulated  and  de- 
fined by  law. 3  The  first  General  Assembly  denominated 
the  commissioners  a  court  of  record,  styled  the  county 
commissioners'  court. 4  Four  annual  sessions  were  re- 
quired to  be  held  for  six  days  each,  unless  the  business 
should  be  completed  sooner;  additionally,  any  one  of  the 
commissioners  had  power,  upon  giving  five  days'  notice  to 
the  remaining  commissioners  and  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to 
call  a  special  court  which  had  the  same  authority  as  at 
a  regular  session. ^  The  first  commissioners  were  elected 
for  an  Irregular  term; 6  subsequently,  it  was  provided 
that  they  should  be  elected  at  each  biennial  general 
election;'^  and  by  an  act  of  1837,8  the  term  was  length- 
ened to  three  years  and  staggered,  with  one  new  com- 
missioner elected  annually."  Thereafter,  the  commissioner 
who  was  longest  in  office  was 'to  be  recognized  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  court. 10  Compensation,  originally 


1.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  107;  R.  3.  1845,  p.  130;  R.  3. 
1874,  p.  306. 

2.  Cass  County  was  created  in  March  1837,  'but  was 
under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Morgan  County  until 
its  organization  in  August  1837  (L.  1837,  p. 
101,  102). 

3.  Const.  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  41. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  175,  176. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  100.  The  commissioners  were  to  continue 
In  office  from  the  election  held  on  the  fourth 
Monday  in  April  1819,  until  the  first  Wednesday 

in  August  1820,  and  until  their  successors  were 
elected  and  qualified.  Not  until  1821  was  pro- 
vision made  for  the  election  of  such  successors 
(L.  1821,  p.  80;  effective  In  1822). 

7.  L.  1821,  p.  80. 

8.  L.  1837,  p.  103,  104;  effective  in  1838. 

9.  On  August  1,  1837,  a  special  election  was  held  in 
Cass  County  (see  footnote  2),  at  which  time  the 
first  county  commissioners  were  selected.   These 
officers  served  until  August  7,  1838,  when  the 
annual  election  procedure  was  instituted.   To 
initiate  the  procedure,  the  three  commissioners 
at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners' 
court  following  election  drew  lots  marked  one, 
two,  and  three  years  to  determine  length  of  term. 

10.  L.  1837,  p.  104. 
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set  at  the  sum  of  S2.50  for  each  day's  attendance  In 
holding  couit,  ll  later  was  reduced  to  $1.50.12  in 
1821,  provision  was  made  for  the  removal  of  commissioners 
for  malfeasance  or  nonfeasance  of  duties,  with  proceed- 
ings as  In  criminal  cases; 13  when  the  first  criminal 
code  was  enacted  In  1827  the  penalty  was  modified  to 
a  fine  of  not  more  than  »200  with  removal  from  office 
only  upon  recommendation  of  the  Jury. 14  Vacancies  re- 
sulting from  any  cause  were  filled  by  special  election 
upon  order  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  the  district 
Judges  of  election. 15 

In  1848,  when  the  State  of  Illinois  adopted  a  new 
constitution,  the  county  commissioners'  court  was  discon- 
tinued.  In  its  place,  the  constitution  provided  for  an 
administrative  body  to  be  composed  of  an  elected  officer, 
the  county  Judge,  and  such  number  of  Justices  of  the 
peace  as  should  be  required  by  law.  1"  In  the  following 
legislative  session,  the  General  Assembly  provided  for 
the  election  of  two  Justices  of  the  peace  to  sit  with 
the  county  Judge  to  transact  county  business.  1'''  Their 
term  of  office,  like  that  of  the  county  Judge,  was  set 
at  four  years.  18  This  body,  styled  the  county  court, 
was  required  to  hold  four  sessions  annually  and,  when 
80  sitting,  had  all  power,  Jurisdiction,  and  authority 
formerly  conferred  upon  the  county  commissioners' 
court, 1=  The  compensation  of  the  county  Judge  was 
originally  set  at  $2.50  for  every  day  of  holding  court. 20 
In  1855  the  amount  was  increased  to  $3.21 

The  new  constitution  also  directed  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide,  by  general  law,  for  a  township 
organization  under  which  any  county  might  organize 
whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  county 
should  so  determine. 22   By  provision  of  the  sub- 
sequent enabling  acts, 23  a  board  of  supervisors, 
whose  members  were  to  be  elected  one  in  each  town- 


11.  L.  1819,  p.  176. 

12.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  205. 

13.  L.  1821,  p.  20.   Conviction  further  carried  dis- 
qualification from  holding  office  for  one  year. 

14.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  145. 

15.  L.  1837,  p.  104.   No  election  was  required  to  be 
held  if  the  term  of  the  commissioner  vacating 
office  would  have  expired  within  six  months  from 
the  date  of  vacancy.  • 

16.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,  17,  19. 

17.  L.  1849,  p.  65,  66. 

IS.   Const.  1848,  Art.  V  sec.  17;  L.  1849,  p.  62,  65,  66. 

19.  Ibid. ■  p.  65. 

20.  Tbll. .  p.  63. 

21.  UrT855,  p.  181. 

22.  Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6. 

23.  L.  1849,  p.  190-224;  L.  1851,  p.  35-73.   The  later 
lAw  repealed  and  was  a  complete  substitute  for  the 
earlier,  but  so  far  as  their  effect  on  the  sphere 
of  county  government  was  concerned,  there  was 
almost  no  difference  between  the  two. 
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ship  annually, 24  was  created  to  transact  all  county 
business  In  counties  adopting  township  organization.'^^ 
The  board  of  supervisors  was  to  meet  for  one  regular 
session  a  year  with  the  provision  that  special  meet- 
ings might  be  held  where  necessary. 26  The  board  mem- 
bers were  compensated  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  a  day, 2" 
and  a  fine  was  provided  In  the  sum  of  $250  for  refusal 
to  perform,  or  neglect  of,  duties. ^° 

Throughout  the  second  constitutional  period  Cass 
County  was  governed  by  a  county  court.   In  1870,  Illinois 
adopted  a  new  constitution,  which  continued  the  provision 
for  township  organization  In  counties  so  electing, 29  and 
provided  for  a  different  form  of  county  board  to  supplant 
the  county  court  as  an  administrative  body.  This  board 
was  to  consist  of  three  officers,  styled  county  com- 
missioners, and,  by  subsequent  legislation,  was  given 
all  powers.  Jurisdiction,  and  authority  formerly  vested 
In  the  county  court  when  acting  In  Its  administrative 
capacity. 30  Cass  County  was  under  the  county  commission 
form  of  government  until  1924  when  township  organization 
was  Instituted. 31 

Since  1874,  population  has  been  a  factor  In  local 
representation  on  the  board  of  supervisors.   In  that 
year,  each  town  or  city,  besides  Its  regular  supervisor, 
became  entitled  to  one  assistant  supervisor  If  It  had 
4,000  or  more  Inhabitants,  two  If  6,500  and  one  more 
for  every  additional  2,500.32  in  1931,  these  population 
requirements  were  made  to  affect  only  those  counties 
having  less  than  100,000  Inhabitants. 33  The  different- 
iating figure  was  reduced  In  1933  to  90,000;  34  however. 
In  counties  having  a  population  of  90,000  or  more,  each 


24.  L.  1849,  p.  192;  L.  1851,  p.  38. 

25.  L.  1849,  p.  202-4;  L.  1851,  p.  50-52. 

26.  L.  1849,  p.  202;  L.  1851,  p.  51.   In  1861  It  was 
provided  that  special  meetings  could  be  called 
upon  request  of  one  third  of  the  members  of  the 
board  (L.  1861,  p.  236).   Since  1899  the  board 
has  been  required  to  hold  two  regular  meetings  (L. 
1899.  p.  363). 

27.  L.  1849,  p.  203;  L.  1851,  p.  52.   In  1861,  compen- 
sation was  increased  to  $2.  a  day  (L.  1861,  p.  238) 

28.  L.  1849,  p.  203;  204.   This  fine  was  reduced  in 
1851  to  $200  (L.  1851,  p.  52).   Subsequent  legis- 
lation reduced  it  still  further  and  added  the 
more  frequent  penalty  for  misfeasance,  disqualifi- 
cation for  office  R.  3.  1874,  p.  1080). 

29.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  5. 

30.  Ibid. .  sec.  6;  L.  1873-74,  p.  79,  80. 

31.  Cass  County  adopted  township  organization  In  1923, 
but  the  change  did  not  become  effective  until  1924. 

32.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1075. 

33.  L.  1931,  p.  908. 

34.  L.  1933.  p.  1116. 
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town  or  city  was  allowed  one  additional  supervisor  for 
every  5,000  Inhabitants,  or  major  fraction  thereof. 35 
Cass,  with  Its  population  of  16,425  according  to  the 
1940  census  was  not  affected  at  either  time. 36  The 
assistant  supervisors,  whose  terms  run  concurrently  with 
those  of  regular  supervisors, 3'  have  no  power  or  duties 
as  town  officers,  but  are  members  of  the  county  boaird 
and  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  rights  as  other  members, 3° 
At  present  Its  boaird  of  supervisors  has  thirteen  members. 
The  term  of  office  of  supervisors,  lengthened  In  1889  to 
two  years, *^^  was  further  extended  In  1929  to  four  years. '^O 
Compensation  was  Increased  from  $1.50  to  $5  a  day  In  1919.*^ 
lowered  to  |4  In  1933,^2  and  raised  again  to  $5  In  1937, *3 
with  an  allowance  of  five  cents  per  mile  for  necessary 
travel. 

The  functions  of  the  Illinois  county  board.  In 
contrast  to  Its  legal  status,  have  undergone  little 
change  since  the  beginning  of  statehood,  the  develop- 
ment being  merely  one  of  accretion  and  Increasing  com- 
plexity of  duties  within  a  well-defined  and  nearly  static 
sphere  of  authority  and  Jurisdiction.   The  law  establish- 
ing the  court  of  county  commissioners  conferred  upon  It 
Jurisdiction  In  all  matters  concerning  county  revenue.   ^* 
Of  this  basic  provision,  nearly  all  other  statutory 
powers  of  the  court  cam  be  considered  extensions;  some, 
enunciated  in  the  same  law,  already  show  such  a  legislative 
viewpoint.   The  court  was  given  power  to  regulate  and  Im- 
pose the  county  tax,  euid  to  grant  such  licenses  as  might 
also  bring  In  a  revenue;  additionally.  It  was  given 
authority  over  all  public  roads,  canals,  turnpike  roads, 
and  toll  bridges.  *°  Other  legislation  by  the  first 
General  Assembly  gave  the  court  power  to  buy  and  sell 
lots  whereon  to  erect  county  buildings  and  to  contract 
for  construction; 46  later.  In  the  case  of  the  courthouse 
at  least,  the  court  was  declared  to  have  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  property  and  the  right  to  make  certain 
disposition  of  It. 4"?  Care  of  the  Indigent  was  also  made 
a  function  of  the  court;  It  was  required  to  make  appropri- 
ations, to  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  county  revenue,  for  their  support.   As  an  extension 


35.  L.  1933,  p.  1116;  L.  1939,  p.  1205,  1206. 

36.  Sixteenth  Census:  Pinal  Population. 

37.  L.  1933,  p.  1115. 

38.  R.  8.  1874,  p.  1078,  1080;  L.1925,  p.  605;  L.  1929, 
p.  774;  L.  1931,  p.  905,  907;  L.  1933,  p. 1115. 

39.  L.  1889,  p.  109;  L.  1917,  p.  793;  L.  1925,  p.  605. 

40.  L.  1929,  p.  774,  775;  L.  1931,  p.  906. 

41.  L.  1849,  p.  203:  L.  1857,  p.  186;  L.  1871-72,  p. 
444;  L.  1919,  p.  569. 

42.  L.  1933,  p.  615. 

43.  L.  1937,  p.  601. 

44.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

45.  Ibid. 

46.  TETcT.  .  p.  237,  238. 

47.  rrT843,  p.  128. 
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of  this  fiscal  function,  it  was  required  to  appoint  on 
overseer  of  the  poor  in  every  township  and  establish  a  county 
poorhouse  if  necessary. ^8  Fiscal  control  over  school  lands 
was  exercised  at  first  solely  through  the  court's  power  of 
appointment  of  the  trustees  of  school  landB;*^  after  the 
creation  of  the  office  of  county  school  commiesioner,  " 
firmer  control  was  effected  though  the  medium  of  reports 
which  the  commissioner  was  required  to  submit  to  the 
court. °^  The  court  also  had  authority  to  examine  the 
full  accounts  of  the  commissioner. 52  Other  functions  of 
the  court  were  its  duties  in  relation  to  elections  and 
Juries.   It  had  authority  to  establish  precincts,"^  to 
appoint  Judges  of  election,  °^  and  to  allow  compensation 
to  officials  for  services  and  stationery. 55  Two  panels 
each  of  petit  and  grand  Jurors  were  required  to  be  selected* 
Petit  Jurors  were  required  to  be  taxable  inhabitants; 
only  the  grand  Jurors  needed  to  be  freeholders  or 
householders . 56 

The  substitution  of  the  county  court  for  the  county 
commissioners'  court  produced  no  important  changes  in 
the  sphere  of  government;  neither  the  second  constitution 
nor  the  enabling  legislation  made  any  original  pronounce- 
ments with  regard  to  the  powers  or  duties  of  the  former. 5" 

The  revised  law  on  township  organization,  in  the 
main,  only  made  more  inclusive  and  definite  the  powers 
of  the  board, 58  The  board  was  given  authority  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  any  land  within  the  county  for  the  use 
of  its  inhabitants;  it  was  also  given  authority  to  make 
such  contracts,  and  to  purchase  and  hold  such  personal 
property  as  might  be  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  its 
powers;  moreover,  it  could  make  such  orders  for  the 
disposition,  regulation,  or  use  of  the  corporate 
property  as  might  seem  to  be  to  the  interest  of  the 
inhabitants. 59  Explicit  also,  was  the  authority  to 
audit  all  claims  against  the  county,  and  the  accounts 
of  such  officers  as  were  not  otherwise  provided  for  by 


48.  L.  1819,  p.  127;  L.  1839,  p.  138,  139. 

49.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  266. 

50.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  150. 

51.  L.  1831,  p.  175;  R.  8.  1845,  p.  500,  501. 

52.  L.  1831.  p.  175. 

53.  L.  1821,  p.  74.   There  was  in  this  law  and  In 
many  of  those  following,  a  limit  to  the  number 
of  precincts  which  could  be  established.   See 

L.  1826,  p.  168;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  256;  R.  L.  1829, 
p.  54;  L.  1835,  p.  141.   Prior  to  1821,  each 
township  was  declared  by  statute  to  constitute 
an  election  district  (L.  1819,  p.  90). 

54.  L.  1819,  p.  90. 

55.  Ibid.,  p.  99. 

56.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.  1823,  p.  182. 

57.  ^onst.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

58.  L.  1851,  p.  35-78. 

59.  Ibid. .  p.  50. 
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law. 60  The  board  was  alBo  given  power  to  appropriate 
funds  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges  In  any 
part  of  the  county  whenever  a  majority  of  the  whole 
boaixi  might  deem  It  proper  and  expedient. 61 

From  the  enabling  legislation  of  the  present  con- 
stitutional period  Is  drawn  the  following  brief  outline 
of  the  principal  functions  of  the  county  boar^: 

1.  The  purchase,  sale,  and  custody  of  the  real 
and  personal  property  of  the  county. 

2.  The  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts 
against  the  county. 

3.  The  Issuance  of  orders  of  the  county  treasury 
In  pursuance  of  Its  fiscal  administration. 

4.  The  examination  of  accounts  concerning  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  county  officers. ^2 

5.  The  supervision  of  elections; ^^  the  selection 
of  Juries; 64  the  construction  and  maintenance 

of  roads  and  bridges; 65  and  care  of  the  Indigent, 
Infirm,  and  disabled. 66 

6.  The  appropriation  of  funds  necessary  to  the 
effecting  of  Its  functions. 67  ijij^g  raising  of 
such  sums  through  taxations;  and  in  general, 
the  management  of  county  funds  and  county 
business. 68 

At  all  times  the  county  board  has  had  a  clerk  who 
has  served  It  In  a  ministerial  capacity.  The  law  cre- 
ating the  county  commissioners'  court  provided  that  It 
should  have  such  an  officer,  and  gave  It  the  power  to 
appoint  him.  ^^  This  appointive  power  was  rescinded  In 
IBS?  by  an  act  which  made  the  office  elective."*^ 

Vfhen  the  county  court  supplsuated  the  county  com- 
missioners' court,  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  latter 
body  ceased  to  exist.   A  new  office  was  created  by 
statute,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court. "71  When  the 
court  sat  for  the  transaction  of  county  business,  Its 
clerk  was  In  effect  a  clerk  of  a  county  board;  legal 
recognition  of  this  distinction  was  given  In  the  pro- 
vision that  the  clerk  should  keep  his  records  of  the 
court's  administrative  actions  separate  from  those  of 


60. 

Ibid. 

,  p.  51. 

61. 

Ibid. 

62. 

R.  S. 

1B74,  p. 

306,  307. 

63. 

Ibid. 

,  p.  456, 

468. 

64. 

Ibid. 

,  p.  630. 

65. 

Ibid. 

,  p.  310. 

66. 

Ibid. 

,  p.  757, 

758. 

67. 

Ibid. 

,  p.  307. 

68. 

Ibid. 

,  p.  306, 

307. 

69.  ir7T819,    p.    175. 

70.  L.    1837,    p.    49. 

71.  L.    1849,    p.    63. 
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ItB  Judicial  actions.   For  this  purpose  two  sets  of 
books  were  to  be  Itept.'^S 

In  1870  the  new  consti-tutlon  established  the  off- 
ice of  county  clerk;  ''5  subsequently,  the  General  As- 
sembly provided  that  the  county  clerk  should  act  as  clerk 
of  the  county  boaird  "^4  ^g  well  as  clerk  of  the  county 
court. "5  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  county  board 
has  been  served  In  a  ministerial  capacity  by  this  officer. 
The  major  record  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  county  board  is 
the  minutes  of  Its  proceedings.   This  record  Includes 
orders  to  issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasury;  the 
board's  action  on  committee  reports  on  roads  and  bridges, 
relief  for  indigents  and  infirm,  schools,  taxation,  etc. ; 
and  Its  orders  In  regard  to  Juries,  licenses,  and  other 
matters  within  its  Jurisdiction. '''6 

The  clerk  also  keeps,  separately,  a  register  of 
orders  issued  on  the  county  treasurer  and  lists  of  Jury 
venire.   He  files  and  preserves  all  bills  of  accounts 
acted  on  by  the  board,  and  has  custody  of  reports  requir- 
ed to  be  made  to  the  board  by  the  county  treasurer,  various 
school  bodies,  and  a  number  of  other  county  off  leers. '^'^ 
An  obligation  to  preserve  a  multiplicity  of  other  records 
Is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  general  provision  requiring 
the  clerk  to  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all  papers 


the  care  and  custody  of  all  papers 
s  well  as  filed  in,  his  office. '''° 


appertaining  to,  a 

General  Index 

1.   INDEX  TO  FILES,  1837—.  1  v. 
Index  to  (Supervisors*  Files),  entry  2;  Cancelled  Tax 
Sale  Certificates  of  Purchase,  entry  36;  (County  Clerk's 
Miscellaneous  Files),  entry  66;  (Common  and  Criminal  Law 
Case  Files),  entry  105;  Paving  Beardstown  Districts, 
entry  111;  (Probation  Reports  and  Recor-ds),  entry  125; 
Probate  Files,  entry  131,  showing  title  and  purpose  of 
document,  and  case  and  file  box  numbers.   Arr.  alph. 
by  title  of  document.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  550  p. 
16  X  12i  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  let  fl. 


72.  Ibid.,  p.  66. 

73.  Const.  1370,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

74.  R.  S.  1874.  D.  322. 

75.  Ibid.,  p.  56D. 

76.  L.  1819,  p.  6,28,77,127,334,335,352;  R.  L.  1829, 
p.  151-53;  L.  1831,  p.  89,  90;  L.  1835,  p.  131, 
132,  136;  L.  1839,  p.  71.72:  R.  S.  1845.  d.  287. 
342,  403,  437;  L.  1S49,  p.  66;  L.  1661,  n.  234-37; 
R.  S.  1874,  p.  322. 

77.  R.  L.  1327,  p.  366;  L.  1845,  p.  169;  R.  S.  1845, 
p.  136;  L.  1861,  p.  237. 

78.  R.  3.  1874,  p.  322. 
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Proceedings  of  Board 

2.   (3UPBavi80RS«  PILES).  1837—.   In  (County  Clerk's 
Miscellaneous  Files),  entry  66. 

Documents  Involved  in  county  board  proceedings,  consisting 
of  mothers'  and  blind  pension  petitions  and  warrants;  con- 
tracts and  bonds  of  county  physicians;  reports  of  township 
and  county  officers;  sheep  claims;  courthouse,  county 
farm,  and  Jail  construction  and  Improvement  plans;  pe- 
titions, bids,  and  contracts  for  county  work;  peddlers' 
and  business  licenses;  grand  and  petit  Jury  lists;  can- 
celled county  orders;  reports  of  state  auditor  on  settle- 
ment for  taxes;  reports  of  grand  Jury  on  condition  of 
Jail;  resignations  of  county  officers;  sales  of  school 
and  swamp  lands;  road  labor  lists;  school  district  org- 
anizations and  chanp;es;  school  and  road  tax  levies; 
ground-hog,  wolf,  fox,  sparrow,  and  crow  bounty  warrants; 
county  farm  leases;  and  minutes  of  meetings  of  county 
board  and  school,  road,  and  drainage  district  commission- 
ers.  No  obvious  arr.   For  Index,  see  entry  1,  Hdw. 
typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm. 

For  record  of  Jury  lists.  1935 — ,  see  entry  67  (Xvl). 

3.  SUPERVISORS'  MINUTES  (Record),  1837—.  16v. 

(1,  B-0,  2-5,  1-5).  Title  varies:  Commissioners' 
Court,  V.  1,  1837-49;  County  Court  Record,  v. 
B-D,  1850-78;  County  Board  Record,  v.  E-Q,  1879- 
1900;  County  Board  Minutes,  v.  2-5,  1901-24. 
Record  of  oroceedlngs  of  county  board,  Including  min- 
utes of  meetings,  communications,  reports  of  committees, 
petitions,  resolutions,  reports  of  county  officers,  and 
approval  cf  claims.   Also  contains  Record  of  Road  Plats 
1837-72,  1879-99,  entry  5;  Record  of  Official  Bonds, 
1837-77,  1921—,  entry  63.   Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings. 
1837-60,  1870-78,  1896-1906,  no  Index;  1861-69,  1879- 
95,  1907—,  Indexed  alph.  by  title  of  subject;  for 
Index  to  plats,  see  entry  6.   1837-1909,  hdw.;  1910 — , 
typed.   478  -  562  p.  14  x  9i  x  2  -  19i  x  13  x  3.  Co. 
elk.  's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

4.  COUNTY  BOARD  MINUTES,  1854-96.  8  v.  (7  not 
labeled,  l).  Title  varies:  Ledger,  1  v.,  1854- 
61;  Record,  2  v.,  1862-72;  Docket  of  County  Board 
In  County  Business,  2  v.,  1873-73. 

Minutes  of  meetings  of  board  of  commissioners,  show- 
ing date  of  meeting,  names  of  commissioners  and  chali>- 
man  of  board,  resolutions,  county  officers'  reports, 
and  action  on  claims.   Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.   No 
Index.   Hdw.  478  p.  14  x  9i  x  2.   Co.  elk's  off.,  1st  fl. 

5.  RECORD  OF  ROAD  PLATS,  1873-78.  1  v.   1837-72, 
1879-99  In  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record),  entry  3. 

Plats  of  roads,  showing  legal  description  of  area,  lo- 
cations and  names  of  roads,  waterways,  and  towns,  name 
of  surveyor,  and  date  of  survey.   Arr.  by  twp.  and 
ramge  nos.   For  Index,  see  entry  6.   Draftsman:   County 
surveyor.   Hdw.   and  hand-drawn.   80  p.  17  x  14  x  i. 
Co.  elk's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

6.  PLAT  INDEX  TO  ROADS  CASS  COUNTY,  1837-99.   1  v. 
Index  to  road  plats  In  Supervisors'  Minutes  (Record), 
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1837-72,  1879-99.  entry  3,  and  to  Record  of  Road  Plats, 
1873-78,  entry  5,  showing  township  and  range  numbers, 
and  book  and  page  of  entry.   Arr.  by  twp. ,  sec,  and 
range  nos.   Hdw.  100  p.  18  x  12  x  i.   Co.  elk. 's 
off..  1st  fl. 

7.  INDEX  OR  LI3T  OF  NAMES  OF  PERSONS  ENTITLED  TO 
COUNTY  ORDERS,  1865-72.  1  v. 

List  of  county  employees,  showing  name  and  address  of 
employee,  position,  and  office.  Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  employee.   No  Index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p. 
18  X  14  X  1.   Strm. ,  bsmt. 

Disposition  of  Accounts 
(See  also  entries  2,  7) 

Register  of  County 
Orders 

8.  REGISTER  OF  WARRANTS,  1337 — .  14  v.  (3  not 
labeled,  C,  1  not  labeled;  A-l).  Title  varies: 
Day  Book,  1  v.,  1851-58;  Register  of  County  Orders 
Issued,  V.  C,  1864-74;  Register  of  County  Orders, 

1  v.,  1875-80.  V.  B.  1887-90 
Register  of  all  county  warrants,  including  ground- 
hog warrants,  1907-24,  and  wolf-scalp  warrants,  1905- 
24,  showing  date,  number,  amount,  and  purpose  of  war- 
rant, name  of  recipient,  fund  debited,  and  date  of 
cancellation.   Also  contains  Dog  License  Fund  Record, 
1904 — ,  entry  57.   Arr.  by  warrant  no.   No  index. 
1837-58,  hdw.:  1859—,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  - 
580  p.  13  X  at  X  1  -  17  X  19  X  3.   4  v.  not  labeled, 
V.  C,  A-E,  1837-1918,  strm.,  bsmt.,  v.  F-I,  1919--, 
CO.  elk. 's  off. ,  Ist  fl. 

9.  JURY  WARRANTS,  1872—.   1.  v.  (1). 
Register  of  Jury  warrants,  showing  date,  number,  and 
amount  of  warrant,  number  of  days  of  service,  names  of 
Juror  and  court,  mileage,  and  dates  of  issue  and  can- 
cellation.  Arr.  by  warrant  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   320  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off..  Ist^fl. 

10.  GROUND  HOG  AND  WOLF  WARRANTS  (Register) 
1925—.  1  V. 

Register  of  wolf-scalp  and  ground-hog  warrants,  show- 
ing date,  number,  amount,  and  purpose  of  warrant,  num- 
ber of  ground  hogs  or  wolves  killed,  name  of  recipient, 
and  acknowledgaent  of  payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  war- 
rant.  No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  18  x  13 
X  1.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  Ist  fl. 

11.  WOLF  SCALP  RECORD  (Register),  1894-1904.  1  v. 
Register  of  wolf-scalp  warrants,  showing  date,  number, 
and  amount  of  warrant,  name  and  address  of  recipient, 
and  number  of  wolves  killed.  Arr.  by  date  of  warrant. 
No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  14  x  9i  x  1?. 
Strm. ,  bsmt. 

Cancelled  County  Orders 

12.  JUROR  CERTIFICATES  (Stubs).   1902—.  2  v. 
Stubs  of  Jurors'  certificates,  showing  date,  number. 
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and  amount  of  certificate,  name  of  Juror,  number  of 
days  of  service,  mileage,  and  name  and  number  of  case. 
Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.   No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.  200  p.  18  X  12  X  1.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  let  fl. 

13.  BIRTH  WARRANTS,  1903--.  2  v. 

Stubs  of  warrants  Issued  In  payment  of  birth  reports, 
showing  amount,  date  and  number  of  warrant,  name  of 
registrar,  and  number  of  births  reported.   Arr.  by 
date  of  warrant.   No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p. 
18  X  12  X  1.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

14.  COMMISSIONERS'  CERTIFICATES  INSANITY  (Stubs), 
1911—.  1  V. 

Stubs  of  certificates  Issued  In  payment  of  Insanity 
commissioners'  services,  showing  date,  number,  and 
amount  of  certificate,  names  of  commissioner  and  patient, 
and  number  of  days  of  service.   Arr.  by  date  of  certif- 
icate.  No  Index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   400  p.  17  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

15.  (  COUNTY  WARRANT  STUB  BOOK),  1885-1914.  3  v. 
Missing;  1887-1910. 

Stubs  of  county  warrants,  showing  date,  number,  pur- 
pose, and  amount  of  warrant,  and  name  of  recipient. 
Arr.  by  date  of  warrant.   No  Index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
100  p.  17  X  14  X  1.   Strm. ,  bsmt. 

Relief  and  Pension  Funds 

16.  BLIND  PENSION  APPLICATION,  1915--.  2  v.  Title 
varies:  Record  of  Blind  Benefits,  1  v.,  1915-19. 

Copies  of  blind  relief  applications,  showing  number 
and  date  of  application,  names  and  addresses  of  appli- 
cant and  witnesses,  examiner's  certification,  and  date 
of  approval.   Arr.  by  date  of  application.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  applicant.   Hdw.   536  p.  18  x  13  x 
3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

17.  RECORD  OF  BLIND  BENEFITS,  1915—.  2  v. 
(1,  1  not  labeled).  Missing:  1920-23. 

Record  of  benefits  paid  to  blind,  showing  order  number, 
name  and  address  of  applicant,  date  of  application, 
action  by  board,  result  of  examination,  and  amount  of 
payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  application.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  applicant.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  100  -  160  p. 
14  X  9^  X  1  -  18  X  13  X  li.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  Ist  fl. 

18.  COUNTY  AGiNTS  RECORD,  1925-36.  1  v.  Prior 
and  subsequent  records  kept  by  the  Illinois 
Emergency  Relief  Commission. 

County  agent's  record  of  relief  cases,  showing  date, 
amount,  and  purpose  of  relief  given,  amounts  of  month- 
ly and  yearly  payments,  name,  age,  birthplace,  and 
residence  of  dependent,  cause  of  dependency,  and  re- 
marks.  Arr.   by  date  of  application.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  dependent.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   558  p.  18  x  18  x 
2.   Co  elk. 's  off. ,  Ist  fl. 
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Management  of  County  Properties  and  Roads 
(  See  also  entries  2,  5) 

19.  REQISTER  OF  SCHOOL  BONDS,  1912--  .   1  v.  (l). 
Register  of  school  bonds,  Including  road  bonds,  1936 — , 
and  drainage  and  levee  district  bonds,  1939,  showing 
date,  number,  amount,  and  purpose  of  bond,  rate  of 
interest,  dates  of  maturity  and  filing,  name  of  bond- 
holder, and  remarks.   Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   Indexed 
alph.  by  title  of  district.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 

261  p.  16  X  12  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

20.  REGISTER  OF  RAILROAD  BONDS,  1857-93  .   1  v. 
Register  of  railroad  bonds  and  coupons,  including  Jail 
bonds,  1876,  and  drainage  bonds,  1886-93,  showing  name 
of  railroad,  rate  of  interest,  dates  of  issue  and  ex- 
piration of  bond,  and  dates  of  maturity  and  cancellation 
of  coupons.   Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   No  index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  15i  x  11  x  1.   Co.  elk. 's 

off.,  1st  fl. 

21.  COUPONS  REGISTER,  1859-77.   1  v. 
Register  of  bond  coupons,  showing  dates,  amounts  and 
numbers  of  bonds  and  coupons  and  dates  of  cancell- 
ation and  destruction  of  coupons.   Arr.  by  date  of 
coupon.   No  index.   Hdw.  100  p.  8  x  6  x  t  .  Strm. , 
bsmt. 


(Next  entry  22,  p.  127) 

II.   COUNTY  CLERK 

Forerunner  of  the  present  county  clerk  was  the 
clerk,  of  the  county  commissioners'  court.   This  court 
was  the  administrative  body  In  Cass  County  from  1837, 
the  date  of  organization  of  the  county,  to  1849.1 
The  Constitution  of  1848  and  laws  of  1849  created  a 
new  Judicial  branch  of  county  government  presided 
over  by  the  county  Judge  and  entitled  the  "county 
court"  and  provided  for  the  quadrennial  election  of 
a  "clerk  of  the  county  court."  2  in  addition  to  his 
duties  as  olerk  of  the  Judicial  court,  the  Incumbent 
was  also  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  administrative 
branch  of  government  which  consisted  of  the  county 
Judge  and  two  Justices  of  the  peace. ^^ 

The  above-mentioned  clerks  all  performed  the  duties 
of  county  clerk  as  well  as  tnose  of  clerks  of  a  Judicial 
or  administrative  body.   In  fact,  legislation  frequent- 
ly referred  to  those  Incumbents  as  "county  clerks"  when 
defining  duties  relating  to  county  business  as  distinct 
from  their  duties  In  other  capacities.   The  Consti- 
tution of  1370  specifically  provided  for  a  county  clerk4 
who  has  continued  to  act  to  the  present  In  this  capacity, 
and  also  as  clerk  of  the  county  board^  and  clerk  of  the 
county  court. 6  The  revised  statutes  of  1874  adopted 
the  use  of  a  distinction  of  titles  for  each  of  his  ex 
officio  capacities,  applying  the  title  "county  clerk" 
only  when  referring  to  his  duties  as  such.'''  It  Is  the 
performance  of  those  duties  that  give  rise  to  the  rec- 
ords dealt  with  In  this  section. 

An  act  of  1837,  the  year  Cass  County  was  organized, 
required  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioner's  court 
to  be  elected  for  a  four-year  term,°  which  was  reduced 
to  a  two-year  term  In  1847.9  a  bond  of  31,000  was  re- 
quired. ■'■^  The  clerk  of  the  county  court  which  was  estab- 
lished In  1849,  served  for  a  four-year  term  and  was 
bonded  In  the  sum  of  $3,000.11  The  Constitution  of  1870 
and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,  establishing  the  off- 
Ice  of  county  clerk,  provided  for  his  election  for  a 
quardrennlal  term  and  that  the  amount  of  his  bond  be 
set  by  the  county  board. 12  The  bond  Is  entered  upon 
the  records  of  his  office,  and  deposited  with  the 


1.  Const.  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4;  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

2.  Const.  1348,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18,19;  L.  1849,  p. 
62,63. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  65,66. 

4.  Art.  VI,  sec.  18  and  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

5.  R.S.  1874,  p.  322. 

6.  Ibid. .  D.  260. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  260,322. 

8.  L.  1837,  p.  49. 

9.  L.  1845,  p.  28;  effective  In  1847. 

10.  L.  1819,  p.  176,177;  R.L.  1833.  p.  143;  R.S.  1845, 
p.  131. 

11.  L.  1849,  p.  63,64. 

12.  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.S.  1874,  p.  321. 
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clerk  of  the  circuit  court.   He  Is  required  to  take 

oath,  and  Is  comralasloned  by  the  Q-overnor.^*^  The  county 

seal  Is  kept  by  the  clerk  and  is  used  by  him  when  re- 
quired. 

In  general,  the  county  clerk's  performance  of 
his  functions  results  in  records  relating  to  the  follow- 
ing:  taxation,  vital  statistics,  licenses,  and  bonds. 
Various  officials  and  agencies  having  authority  over 
these  matters  report  to,  or  deposit  records  with, 
the  county  clerk  who  In  this  manner  acts  as  a  coordi- 
nating factor  In  the  execution  of  local  and  state  af- 
fairs.  In  regard  to  other  of  these  matters,  the  clerk 
Is  required  to  perform  duties  on  his  own  behalf  and  re- 
tain the  records  resulting  from  such  performance. 

Illustrations  of  both  of  these  procedures  may  be 
found  by  examining  the  various  duties  and  records  re- 
lating to  taxation.   The  county  clerk  must  procure  all 
books  and  blanks  used  in  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes,  and  list  in  such  books  the  lands  and  lots  sub- 
ject to  taxation.^*  They  are  then  turned  over  to  the 
supervisor  of  assessments  who  has  the  township  assess- 
ors enter  the  valuations  against  each  piece  of  property 
listed.  The  supervisor  completes  revisions  and  cor- 
rections upon  complaint  of  property  owners  and  returns 
the  books  in  duplicate  to  the  county  clerk, ^^  Personal 
property  assessments  are  handled  in  essentially  the 
same  manner.   The  board  of  review  then  makes  adjustments 
on  complaints  and  equalises  assessments  between  districts, 
oertlfvlng  corrections  and  revisions  to  the  county 
clerk. ^6  The  county  clerk  then  reports  the  entire  as- 
sessments list  to  the  State  Tax  Commission  for  equali- 
zation:  the  equalized  list  is  afterwards  used  by  the 
county  clerk  in  ascertaining  tax  rates  and  extending 
taxes. ^^ 


Ibid. 

L.  1867,  p.  106;  L.  1871-72,  p.  19,20,32;  L.  1903, 
p.  297.   During  the  period  of  the  first  constitu- 
tion such  books  and  lists  were  prepared  by  the 
auditor  of  public  accounts  and  turned  over  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court  (L.  1825, 
p.  173;  R.L.  1827,  p.  329;  L.  1839,  p.  3,4;  L. 
1847,  p.  79). 

15.  The  first  assessment  officer  was  the  county  treas- 
urer (R.L.  1827,  p.  328-36).   In  1839  this  function 
was  performed  by  the  district  assessors,  who  re- 
ceived from  the  county  clerk  copies  of  the  auditor's 
transcripts  (L.  1829,  p.  3,4).   The  treasurer  re- 
sumed these  duties  in  1844  (L.  1843,  p.  231),  re- 
taining them  until  the  institution  of -township 
orgEinization  in  1924  resulted  in  township  assessors 
acting  in  each  township  (L.  1851,  p.  38).   The 
treasurer  now  acts  as  ex  officio  supervisor  of 
assessments  (L.  1898,  p.  36-44). 

16.  L.  1898,  p.  36-44 

17.  L.  1919,  p.  723 
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The  State  Tax  CoraralsBlon  also  certifies  to  the 
county  clerk  the  aBsessments  on  the  capital  stock  of 
corporations  and  railroad  and  telegraph  companies,  It 
being  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  extend  these  taxes  and 
retain  the  books  after  use  by  the  collector. ^° 

The  books  are  next  turned  over  to  the  county  col- 
lector who,  after  collection,  returns  lists  of  col- 
lections together  with  llgts  of  uncollected  real  and 
personal  property  taxes. ^^  The  county  clerk  attends 
all  tax  sales,  prepares  a  list  of  all  sales  and  Issues 
duplicate  reports  thereof,  records  affidavits  of  pur- 
chases of  property  for  taxes,  and  keeps  a  record  known 
as  the  "tax  Judgment,  sale,  redemption,  and  forfeiture 
record. "20 

An  extensive  group  of  records  of  vital  statistics 
Is  kept  by  the  county  clerk.  Including  records  relating 
to  births  and  deaths,  marriages,  physicians,  and  mld- 
wlves.   The  first  legislation  In  regard  to  the  keeping 
of  vital  statistics  was  Included  In  the  act  for  the 
Rfltabllshment  of  medical  societies. ^^  One  section  of 
this  act  made  it  the  duty  of  every  physician  to  keep 
a  record  of  births,  deaths,  and  diseases  occurring 
within  the  vicinity  of  his  practice,  and  to  transmit 
such  record  to  his  medical  society  whereupon  the  rec- 
ord was  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers.   In  1842 
It  was  provided  that  a  parent  could  appear  before  the 
clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court  and  make  af- 
fidavit as  to  the  birth  of  a  child,  and  the  eldest 
next  of  kin  of  a  deceased  person  could  similarly  ap- 
pear and  make  affidavit  as  to  death. ^^  It  is  probable 
that  the  tenor  of  the  above-mentioned  laws  explains 
the  fact  that  no  birth  or  death  recor^iB  existed  in 
Cass  County  prior  to  1878,  the  first  law  in  1819,  re- 
quiring no  public  record  to  be  kept,  and  that  of  1842 
providing  that  affidavits  "may"  be  made.   The  act  of 
1877  creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  required  that 
all  births  and  deaths  in  the  county  be  reported  to  the 
county  clerk  by  the  attending  physicians  or  accou- 
cheurs.23  Teeth  were  put  into  this  and  subsequent 
laws  by  providing  penalties  for  non-compliance.   In 
1901  death  certificates  issued  by  physicians,  midwives, 
or  coroners  were  to  be  presented  to  town  clerks  who  as 
the  local  registrars  Issued  burial  permits  and  for- 
warded the  certificates  to  the  county  clerk. 24  in 
1903,  certificates  of  death  were  to  be  turned  over  to 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  which  then  delivered  to  the 
county  clerk  all  certificates  so  received. 25  Later  it 


18.  L.  1871-72,  p.  11,13,16;  L.  1937,  p.  1011,1012. 

19.  L.  1849,  p.  124,125;  L.  1871-72,  p.  55;  L.  1931, 
p.  759. 

20.  L.  1B38,  p.  3;  L.  1871-72,  p.  40;  L.  1879,  p.  250. 

21.  L.  1819,  p.  233. 

22.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210-12. 

23.  L.  1877,  p.  209. 

24.  L.  1901,  p.  302-303. 

25.  L.  1903,  p.  315-18. 
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was  provided  that  the  township  clerks  should  annually 
deposit  with  the  county  clerk  a  complete  set  of  the 
records  of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  registered 
with  them.   The  county  clerk  was  charged  with  binding 
and  indexing,  or  recording,  and  safekeeping  of  such 
records, 26  From  the  earliest  date  the  legislation  in 
regard  to  these  matters  provided  that  the  clerk  re- 
tain the  abstracts  and  certificates,  keep  a  record  of 
births  and  deaths,  maintain  alphabetical  indexes,  and 
issue  certified  copies  of  certificates  upon  request. 
The  clerk  has  also  been  required  to  prepare  a  register 
of  all  physicians  and  accoucheurs  in  the  county."" 

Since  the  organization  of  Cass  County  in  1837,  the 
county  clerk  has  been  required  to  file  marriage  cer- 
tificates and  certificates  of  parents'  consent  to  the 
marriage  of  minors.^®  The  clerk  was  also  required  to 
keep  a  separate  register  of  marriages  in  addition  to 
his  file  of  certificates. 2^  Before  1877,  persons  de- 
siring to  marry  were  required  to  secure  licenses  from 
the  county  clerk  only  when  they  had  not  previously  pub- 
lished such  intention,  but  In  that  year  the  securing  of 
a  license  was  made  mandatory. "^^  Although  a  record  of 
applications  for  marriage  licenses  has  been  kept  by  the 
clerk  in  this  county  since  1878,  an  act  of  1937  appears 
to  be  the  first  legislation  requiring  the  maintenance 
of  such  a  record, ^^  The  same  act  provides  that  persons 
desiring  to  marry  shall  present  to  the  county  clerk  a 
certificate  setting  forth  that  such  persons  are  free 
from  venereal  diseases,  such  certificates  to  be  filed 
with  the  application  for  license  to  marry. 32  Marriage 
records  have  been  kept  in  Cass  County  since  1837. ^^ 

The  county  clerk  is  charged  with  a  number  of  duties 
relating  to  elections:  preparing  and  Issuing  blank 
ballots, 34  poll  books, 35  and  certificates  of  election, 36 
and  keeping  a  record  of  registers  of  elections, 37  peti- 
tions, 3o  and  marked  ballots, 39  tally  sheets, ^0  and 
election  returns  which  are  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Judges  of  election.*-^  Abstracts  of  returns  were  form- 
erly prepared  by  the  clerk,  but  these  are  now  originated 


26.   L.  1915,  p.  667. 
&7.   L.  1877,  p.  209. 

28.  L.  1819,  p.  27;  R.S.  1845,  p.  354;  R.S.  1874,  p.  694. 

29.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  289. 

30.  L.  1877,  p.  130. 

31.  L.  1937,  p.  909. 

32.  Ibid. .  p.  910. 

33.  (Marriage  Licenses),  see  entry  44;  Marriage  Register, 
8g_e  entry  45. 

34.  L.  1891,  p.  113;  L.  1911,  p.  311. 

35.  L.  1871-72,  p.  386. 

36.  L.  1819,  p.  96;  L.  1821,  p.  79;  L.  1823,  p.  64; 
L.  1885,  p.  176. 

37.  L.  1865,  p.  59;  L.  1871-72,  p.  386. 

38.  L.  1911,  p.  310-311;  L.  1929,  p.  422. 

39.  L.  1891,  p.  118. 

40.  L.  1885,  p.  143. 

41.  L.  1819,  p.  86;  L.  1821,  p.  77;  L.  1823,  p.  64; 
L.  1871-72,  p.  389. 
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by  the  election  commlsaloners  or  Judges  of  election  and 
deposited  with  the  clerk.  Returned  ballots  are  de- 
stroyed by  the  clerk  six  months  after  election,  pro- 
vided no  contest  in  which  the  ballots  are  needed  is  in 
progress. *2  j^  1889,  when  returns  of  elections  for 
school  tiMstees  were  made  to  the  county  clerk,  he  was 
charged  with  furnishing  to  the  county  sugerintendent 
of  schools  a  list  of  all  such  trustees.^'  Now  the 
clerk  does  not  enter  into  the  procedure,  the  school 
trustees  canvassing  the  returns  and  certifying  direct- 
ly to  the  superintendent  of  schools. 44 

The  bonds  of  a  number  of  officials  are  required 
to  bo  transmitted  to  the  clerk  for  filing  and  enter- 
ing in  a  book  maintained  for  that  purpose. 45  Justices* 
of  the  peace  and  constables'  oaths,  bonds,  and  securi- 
ties are  approved  by  the  clerk  and  entered  in  a  sep- 
arate book  in  accordance  with  statutory  requirement. 
This  book  shows  the  date  on  which  each  Justice  of  the 
peace  and  constable  was  sworn  into  office  and  the  date 
of  commission  by  the  (kjvernor.  Resignations  from  these 
offices  are  made  to  the  county  clerk  who  enters  such 
fact  in  the  Justices*  and  constables*  record. 46 

The  clerk  is  also  charged  with  Issuing  licenses 
to  taverns, 47  ferries, 48  etc.,  and  keeping  records  of 
the  same.   Other  recordations  made  are:  records  re- 
lating to  estrays,4y  registers  of  prof essiopals.  In- 
cluding Dhyeicians,^^  midwive8,51  dentists, °2  chirop- 
odists,^^ and  veterinarians ;°4  list  of  county  officers; 
list  of  town  officers  which  is  furnished  annually  by 
each  town  clerk; ^^  record  of  notaries  public ;^°  and 
book  of  state  civil  service  rules. °"  Referring  to  his 
list  of  town  officers,  the  county  clerk  reports  annu- 
ally to  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  supervisor,  assessor,  and  clerk  of 
each  township,  and  the  dates  of  the  expiration  of  their 


42.  L.  1917,  p.  444. 

43.  L.  1889,  p.  271,322. 

44.  L.  1909,  p.  352. 

45.  R.3.  1845,  d.  396,397;  L.  1861,  p.  237,238;  R.S. 
1874,  p.  325;  L.  1895,  p.  188. 

46.  Ibid. 

47.  L.  1819,  p.  77-79;  L.  1933-34,  Second  Sp.  Sess., 
p.  64-66. 

48.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  221;  R.S.  1874,  p.  530. 

49.  L.  1819,  p.  206,207;  R.S.  1874,  p.  483. 

50.  L.  1877,  p.  209;  L.  1899,  p.  275;  L.  1923,  p.  441, 
442. 

51.  Ibid. 

52.  L.  1881,  p.  79;  L.  1899,  p.  273;  L.  1909,  p.  279; 
L.  1933,  p.  711. 

53.  L.  1899,  p.  280;  L.  1935,  p.  995. 

54.  L.  1917,  p.  591. 

55.  L.  1861,  p.  226;  R.S.  1874,  p.  1077. 

56.  L.  1871-72,  p.  575;  R.S.  1874,  p.  721;  L.  1875, 
p.  88. 

57.  L.  1905,  p.  115. 
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terms  of  office. 


58 


Included  In  the  provision  that  the  county  clerk  be 
charged  with  the  care  and  custody  of  all  records,  books, 
and  papers  appertaining  to,  and  filed  or  deposited  In, 
his  offlce°^  are  those  duties  as  clerk  of  the  county 
board,  wherein  he  Is  required  to  record  the  proceedings 
of  the  l^ogrd  and  to  file  all  their  books,  records,  and 
accounts. ^"^  Also  Included  are  his  record-keeping  duties 
as  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  county  court,  with  Its  re- 
sulting duties  In  relation  to  probate  matters. 61  The 
clerk  Is  also  required  to  keep  Jury  llsts^^  and  a  book 
In  which  he  enters  details  as  to  orders  upon  the  treas- 
urer. He  Is  further  required  to  maintain  alphabetical 
Indexes  of  all  records  and  papers  In  his  office,  and  to 
supply  copies  of  these  records  of  papers  to  any  person 
upon  request  and  payment  of  the  required  fee. 63  The 
county  clerk  also  acts  ex  officio  as  clerk  of  the 
special  drainage  district. 64 


Taxation 
(See  also  entries  2,  66  (l,  Ix,  xlll-xvlll, 
xx-xxll),  67  (xvlH,  xxlv,  xxvl),  83,  108, 
111,  112,  207  (v,  xll,  XX,  xxlv,  xxvl), 
210-220,  232,  255-257) 

Lists  of  Taxable  Property.  Levies 

22.   ASSESSOR'S  BOOKS,  1853—.   646  v. 

(Cass  County,  as  a  whole,  1853-72.   5  v.  Real 
Estate.   Missing:   1854-66,  1868,  1871,  1873. 
1853-72.   14  V.  Personal  Property.  Missing: 
1853-56,  1858,  1861,  1863,  1865,  1873. 
T.  17  R.  8,  Ashland  Township,  1874-98.   14  v. 
Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing:   1874-76, 
1878,  1879,  1881-84,  1889,  1891,  1896.   1899- 
1926.  11  V.  Real  Estate.  Missing:   1908-14, 
1919-22.  1899-1926.  16  v.  Personal  Property. 
Missing:   1899,  1906,  1914-18,  1920-26. 
T.  17  R.  9,  Philadelphia  Township,  1874-98. 
17  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1874-76,  1880,  1881,  1886,  1891,  1896. 


58.  L.  1923,  p.  480. 

59.  R.S,  1874,  p.  322. 

60.  L.  1861,  p.  239;  R.S.  1B74,  p.  322. 

61.  R.S.  1874,  p.  260. 

62.  Ibid.,  p.  630. 

63.  Ibid.,  p.  321. 

64.  L.  1885,  p.  95;  L.  1915.  p.  390;  L.  1919,  p.  468. 


County  Clerk 
(22  cont.)  128  Taxation 

1899-1926.   10  V.  Real  Estate.   Missing: 
1908-10,  1919-22.   1899-1926.   12  v.  Per- 
sonal Property.   Missing:   1899,  1906,  1910. 
T.  17  R.  10,  Virginia  Township,  1874-98.   14 
V,  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1875,  1876,  1878-82,  1890,  1891,  1895.   1899- 
1926.   9  V.  Real  Estate.   Missing:   1908-10, 
1919-26.   1899-1926.   15  v.  Personal  Property. 
Missing:   1906,  1908,  1914-18,  1920-26. 
T.  17  R.  11,  Arenzvllle  Township,  1874-98. 

15  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing: 

1875,  1876,  1879-82,  1885,  1890,  1891,  1894, 
1896.   1899-1926.   9  v.  Real  Estate.   Missing: 
1908-14,  1919-22.   1899-1926.   17  v.  Personal 
Property.   Missing:   1914-18,  1920-26. 

T.  17  R.  12,  Hagener  Township,  1874-97.   16 
V,  Realand  Personal  Property.   Missing:   1875, 

1876,  1878-82,  1885,  1889,  1896,  1898.   1899- 
1926.   10  V.  Real  Estate.   Missing:   1908-10. 
1899-1926.   12  v.  Personal  Property.  Missing: 
1904,  1906,  1914-26. 

T.  17  R.  13,  and  T.  18  R.  13,  Hagener  and 
Beardstown,  1674-98.   15  v.  Real  and  Personal 
Property.   Missing:   1875,  1876,  1878-82, 
1889,  1893,  1896.   1899-1926.   10  v.  Real 
Estate.   Missing:   1918-22.   1899-1926.   14 
V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1899-1906,  1908,  1910,  1914-18,  1920-26. 
T.  18  R.  8,  Newmansvllle  Township,  1874-98. 
14  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1874-76,  1878-82,  1889,  1896,  1897.   1899- 
1926.   9  V.  Real  Estate.   Missing:   1908-10, 
1919-26.   1899-26.  14  v.  Personal  Property. 
Missing:   1906,  1913-26. 
T.  18  R.  9,  Panther  Creek  Township,  1874-98. 

16  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1874-76,  1878-83.   1899-1926.   10  v.  Real 
Estate.   Missing:   1908-1910,  1919-22.   1899- 
1926.   15  V.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1899,  1907,  1914-18,  1920-26. 

T.  18  R.  10,  Sangamon  Valley  Township,  1874- 
98.   15  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Miss- 
ing:  1875,  1876,  1878-82,  1889,  1891,  1896. 
1899-1926.   10  V.  Real  Estate.  Missing: 
1908-10,  1919-22.   1899-1926.   18  v.  Personal 
Property.   Missing:   1914-18,  1920-26. 
T.  18  R.  11,  Bluff  Springs  Township,  1874-98. 
14  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.  Missing: 
1874-76,  1878-82,  1884,  1885,  1891.   1899- 

1926.   9  V.  Real  Estate.   Mlsplnc:   1908-10. 
1920-26.   1899-1926.   12  v.  Personal  Prop- 
erty.  Missing:   1899,  1902,  1904,  1913-18, 
1920-26. 

T.  18  R.  12,  Beardstown  Township,  1874-98. 
14  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1874-76,  1878-82,  1884,  1886,  1891.   1899- 
1926.   9  V.  Real  Estate.   Missing:   1908-10, 
1919-22.   1899-1926.   15  v.  Personal  Prop- 
erty.  Missing:   1903,  1909,  1914-18,  1920- 
26. 

T.  19  R.  8,  9,  10,  Chandlervllle  Township, 
1874-98.   15  V.  Real  and  Personal  Property. 
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Missing:   1875,  1876,  1878,  1880-82,  1884, 
1886,  1891,  1896.   1899-1926.   8  v.  Real 
Estate.   Missing:   1908-10,  1919-26.   1899- 
1926.   17  V.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1906,  1912,  1914-18,  1920-26. 
T.  19  R,  11,  12,  Bluff  Springs  and  Beards- 
town  Township,  1874-98.   16  v.  Real  and 
Personal  Property.   Missing:   1874-76, 
1878-82,  1897.   1899-1926.   10  v.  Real 
Estate.   Missing:   1908-10,  1919-22.   1899- 
1926.   14  V.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
1899,  1900,  1903,  1910,  1914-18,  1920-26. 
Arenzville  Township,  1927 — .   4  v.  Lands 
and  lots,  8  v.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31. 
Ashland  Township,  1927 — ,   4  v.  Lands  and 
Lots,  7  V.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31,  1934. 
Beardstown  Township,  1927 — .   4  v.  Lands 
and  Lots,  8  v.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31. 
Chandlerville  Township,  1927 — .   4  v.  Lands 
and  Lots,  6  v.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31,  1934,  1937. 
Hagener  Township,  1927 — .   4  v.  Lands  and 
Lots,  8  V.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31. 
Newraansvllle  Township,  1927 — .   4  v.  Lands 
and  Lots,  8  v.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31. 
Panther  Creek  Township,  1927 — .   4  v.  Lands 
and  Lots,  8  v.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Prooertv.  1927-31. 
Philadelphia  Township,  1927 — .  4  v.  Lands 
and  Lots,  8  v.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31. 
3angamon  Valley  Township,  1927 — ,   4  v. 
Lands  and  Lots,  8  v.  Personal  Property. 
Missing:   Personal  Property,  1927-31. 
Virginia  Township,  1927 — .   4  v.  Lands  and 
Lots,  8  V.  Personal  Property.   Missing: 
Personal  Property,  1927-31). 

Lists  of  taxable  real  and  personal  property,  showing 
name  of  owner,  descriptions  of  real  estate  and  personal 
property,  assessed  valuation,  tax  spread,  and  total  a- 
mount  of  assessments.   Also  contains  (School  District 
Tax),  1854 — ,  entry  26;  Corrected  List  of  Lands,  1853- 
1923,  1926 — ,  entry  210.   Real  Estate  arr,  by  twp., 
sec,  and  range  nos. ;  personal  property  arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  owner.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   172  - 
600  p.  16  1/2  X  10  1/2  X  1  -  17  X  14  X  2  1/2.   529  v., 
1853-1926,  strm.,  bsmt.,  117  v.,  1927—,  co.  elk. 's 
off.,  Ist  fl. 

23.   RAILRO.'U)  TAX  BOOK,  1872—.  6  v.  (3  not  la-  - 
beled,  2-4). 
Lists  of  taxable  railroad  property,  showing  legal  de- 
scription and  assessed,  corrected,  and  equalized  valu- 
ations of  real  estate,  description  and  valuation  of 
personal  property,  tax  spread,  recapitulation,  and  date 
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of  assessment.   Arr.  by  date  of  assessment.   No  Index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   75  -  322  p.  13  1/2  x  11  x  1/2  - 
17.  X  15  1/2  X  2.   3  V.  not  labeled,  1872-95,  strm. , 
bsmt.;  V.  2-4,  1896--,  co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

24.  TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE  TAX  BOOK,  1884—. 
4  V.  (1  not  labeled,  2-4). 

Copies  of  telegraph  and  telephone  company  schedules  of 
taxable  property,  showing  name  of  company,  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  tax  spread,  total  tax,  and  date 
of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  Index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   215  -  250  p.  16  x  11  x  1  -  16  x  12  x 
2.   1  V.  not  labeled,  v.  2,  3,  1884-1933,  co.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl.;  V.4,  1934—,  treas. 's  off.,  let  fl. 

25.  VALUES  AND  TAXES  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  1900—. 
3  V.   (1-3). 

Lists  of  property  valuations  and  assessments  of  school 
districts,  showing  district  number,  amounts  of  valua- 
tion and  assessment,  spread  and  rate  of  tax,  and  date 
of  assessment.   Arr.  by  date  of  assessment.  No  Index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   158  p.  11  1/2  x  16  x  1  1/2.   V. 
1,  2,  1900-1914,  strm.,  bsmt.;  v.  3,  1915--,  co.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

26.  (SCHOOL  DISTRICT  TAX),  1853.   1  v.   1854—  In 

Assessor's  Books,  entry  22. 
Lists  of  taxable  property  In  the  various  school  dis- 
tricts, showing  rate  of  taxation,  name  of  school  dis- 
trict, name  of  owner  and  legal  description  of  property, 
amount  of  tax,  and  date  of  assessment.   Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  school  district  and  twp.   No  Index.   Mw.   100 
p.  12  X  8  X  1/2.   Strm.,  bsmt. 

Collections.  Abatement 

27.  COLLECTOR'S  BOOKS,  1843—.   205  v. 

(Cass  County,  as  a  whole,  1843-1923.   146  v. 
Arenzvllle,  Ashland,  Beardstown,  and  Bluff 
Springs  Townships,  Book  1,  1924-36,  13  v.  (1 
V.  per  year). 

Chandlervllle,  Hagener,  Newmansvllle,  Panther 
Creek,  Philadelphia,  Sangamon  Valley  and 
Virginia  Townships,  Book  2,  1924-36.   13  v. 
(1  V.  per  year). 

Arenzvllle,  Ashland,  Beardstown,  Bluff  Springs, 
Chandlervllle,  Hagener,  Newmansvllle,  Panther 
Creek,  Philadelphia,  Sangamon  Valley,  and 
Virginia  Townships,  1937 — ,   33  v.  (1  v.  per 
township  per  year)  ). 
Lists  of  taxable  real  and  personal  property  for  townships 
and  villages,  showing  names  of  owner,  township,  and  vil- 
lage; description  of  property;  acreage;  real,  assessed, 
and  equalized  valuations;  tax  spread,  amounts  of  back 
taxes.  Interest,  and  costs;  total  amounts  due;  dates 
and  amounts  of  payment,  and  name  and  address  of  payer. 
Also  contiilns  Abstract  of  Assessments  and  Taxes,  1843- 
73,  entry  28.   Personal  property  arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
owner;  real  estate  arr.  by  twp.,  sec,  and  range  nos. 
No  Index.   1843-48,  hdw.;  1849 — ,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs, 
280  -  664  p.  11  1/2  X  8  X  1  -  17  X  19  X  3.   146  v., 


1843-1923,  atrm. ,  bsmt.;  59  v.,  1924 — ,  treas.'t  off., 
let  fl. 

28.  ABSTRACT  OF  ASSESSMENTS  AND  TAXES,  1874--. 

6  V.  (1  not  labeled,  2,  3,  3-5).   1843-73  In 

Collector's  Books,  entry  27, 
Abstracts  and  statements  of  assessments  and  tax  collec- 
tions as  listed  In  collector's  books,  showing  date, 
amount,  and  purpose  of  tax,  assessed  and  equalized 
values,  names  of  township,  city,  or  village,  tax  spread, 
and  total  tax.   Arr.  by  date  of  assessment.   No  Index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  16  x  17  x  1  1/2.   Co. 
elk. '8  off.,  1st  fl. 

29.  BACK  TAX  RECORD,  1840—.   9  v.  (2  not  label- 
ed, A,  3-8).   Missing:   1861-81,  1891-1932. 
Title  varies:  Minute  Book,  1  v.,  1840-50; 
Delinquent  Lands,  1  v.,  1851-60. 

Lists  of  tax  delinquent  property,  showing  name  of  owner, 
legal  description  of  property,  tax  spread,  amounts  of 
taxes,  penalties,  costs,  interest,  and  printer's  fees, 
and  years  of  delinquency.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp. 
No  index.   1840-60,  hdw,;  1382 — ,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
201-320  p.  17  X  16  x  1  1/2  -  17  x  17  1/2  x  2.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

30.  REFUNDING  BOOK,  1875.   3  v. 

Record  of  refunds  of  illegal  portion  of  1873  assess- 
ments, showing  legal  description  of  property,  and  amount 
and  date  of  refund.   Arr.  by  date  of  refund.   No  index, 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   150  p.  16  x  12  x  1  1/2.   Strm. ,  bsmt. 

Judgment .  Sale.  Redemption.  Forfeiture 

31.  TAX  JUDGMENT,  SALE,  REDEl^TION  AND  FORFEI- 
TURE RECORD,  1881—.   8  v.  Missing:  1882-88, 

Lists  of  tax  delinquent  property  on  which  Judgment  for 
sale  has  been  entered,  and  sale,  redemption,  or  forfei- 
ture proceedings  have  been  instituted,  showing  name  of 
owner;  valuation  and  legal  description  of  property; 
dates  and  amounts  of  delinquency.  Judgment,  and  sale 
or  redemption;  names  of  purchaser  or  redeemer;  and 
number  of  purchase  certificate.   Tax  Judgment  Record, 
entry  32;  Tax  Sale  and  Redemption  Record,  entry  33; 
and  Record  of  Forfeited  Lands,  entry  34,  formerly  kept 
separately.   Also  contains  Tax  Judgment,  Sale  Redemp- 
tion, and  Forfeiture  Record  Special  Assessment,  1889- 
1932,  entry  35.   Arr.  by  date  of  delinquency.   No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3  1/2. 
Co.  elk's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

32.  TAX  JUDGMENT  RECORD,  1861-80.  3  v.  iC,  1 
not  labeled,  E).  1842-60  in  Tax  Sale  and 
Redemption  Record,  entry  33;  1881 — in  Tax 
Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption  and  Forfeiture 
Record,  entry  31. 

LlBts  of  tax  delinquent  real  estate  on  which  Judgment 
for  sale  has  been  entered,  showing  name  of  owner  and 
legal  description  of  property,  tax  spread,  yenr  and 
amount  of  delinquency,  date  and  amount  of  Judgment, 
and  court  order  for  sale.   Arr.  by  date  of   Judgment. 
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No  Index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   480  p.  16  x  12  x  2. 
Strm. ,  bsmt. 

33.  TAX  SALE  AND  REDEMPTION  RECORD,  1842-80. 
3  V.   (1  not  labeled,  C,  C).   Miselng: 
1850-60.   Title  varies:   Records,  1  v., 
1842-49;  Tax  Sales  Record,  v.  C,  1861-72. 
1881 —  In  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption 
and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  31. 

Lists  of  tax  delinquent  property  sold  by  order  of 
Judgment  for  sale  or  redeemed  from  sale,  showing  names 
of  owner  and  purchaser  or  redeemer,  legal  description 
of  property,  dates  and  amounts  of  Judgments  and  sale 
or  redemption,  amounts  of  delinquent  taxes,  costs,  and 
interest,  and  signature  of  county  clerk.  Also  con- 
tains Tax  Judgment  Record,  184P-60,  entry  32.   Arr. 
by  date  of  sale  or  redemption.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  twp.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   480  p.  18  x  13  x  2  1/2. 
Strm. ,  bsmt. 

34.  RECORD  OF  FORFEITED  LANDS,  1873-80.   1  v. 
1881 —  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption 
and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  31. 

Lists  of  forfeited  lands,  showing  name  of  owner,  legal 
description  and  value  of  property,  amounts  of  delin- 
quent taxes,  costs  and  penalties,  and  date  of' forfei- 
ture. Arr.  by  date  of  forfeiture.   No  index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  1  1/2.   Strm.,  bsmt. 

35.  TAX  JUDGMENT,  SALE,  REDEMPTION,  AND  FORFEI- 
TURE RECORD  SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT,  1933—.   1  v. 
1889-1932  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption 
and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  31. 

Lists  of  property  delinquent  in  special  assessment  pay- 
ments on  which  Judgments  for  sale  have  been  obtained 
and  sale  and  redemption  or  forfeiture  proceedings  have 
been  entered,  showing  legal  description  of  real  estate, 
name  of  owner,  numbers  and  amounts  of  delinquent  in- 
stallments, amounts  of  interest  and  costs,  and  total 
amount  due.   Arr.  by  date  of  delinquency.   No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   50  p.  22  x  17  x  1  1/2.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

36.  CANCELLED  TAX  SALE  CERTIFICATES  OF  PURCHASE, 
1837 — .   26  f.b.   (30-486  not  consecutive). 

Cancelled  tax  sale  certificates  of  purchase,  showing 
dates  of  sale  and  cancellation,  legal  description  of 
real  ftfltate  amounts  of  taxes  and  costs,  signatures 
of  county  clerk  and  collector,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Fgr  index,  see  entry  1. 
1837-54,  hdw.;  1855-1904,  hdw.  on  pr.  f  m. ;  1905—, 
hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4  1/2  x  13  1/2.   Co. 
elk.  's  off.,  1st  fl. 

37.  AFFIDAVIT  FOR  TAX  DEEDS,  1874-1911.   3  v. 
(A,  D,  1874-1911;  1,  1910). 

Copies  of  affidavits  for  tax  deeds,  showing  date  of 
affidavit,  name  of  purchaser,  legal  description  of 
property,  certification  of  publication  notice,  and 
acknowledgment.   Arr.  by  date  of  affidavit.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  affiant.   Hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
294  p.  18  X  12  1/2  X  2.   Co.  elk.  's  off.,  Ist  fl. 
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Vital  Statistics 
Births   (See  also  entry  69) 

38.  BIRTH,  STILLBIRTH  AND  DEATH  CERTIFICATES, 
1878—.   25  f.b.  (2,  10,  11,  13,  17,  36,  37, 
39,  55,  58,  66,  85,  97-99,  128,  133-136,  5 
not  labeled). 

Birth  certificates  showing  date  and  number  of  certifi- 
cate, name  of  child,  parents,  and  physician  or  midwife; 
date  and  place  of  birth;  personal  and  statistical  par- 
ticulars; and  signatures  of  physician  and  county  clerk; 
also  contains  death  and  stillbirth  certificates,  show- 
ing place,  cause  and  date  of  death  or  stillbirth, 
registration  and  primary  district  numbers,  personal 
and  statistical  particulars,  names  of  deceased,  In- 
formant, undertaker,  and  physician,  medical  certificate 
of  death,  and  signature  of  county  clerk.   Arr.  by  date 
of  certificate.   No  Index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
14  X  5  X  10  -  5  X  5  X  19.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

39.  BIRTH  RECORD,  1878--.   12  v.  (1,  2,  2  not 
labeled,  3-10). 

Record  of  birth  certificates,  showing  certificate 
number,  place,  and  date  of  birth,  sex  and  color  of  child, 
names  of  child,  parents  and  physician  or  midwife,  num- 
ber of  children  of  mother,  signatures  of  physician  and 
county  clerk,  and  date  of  filing.   Also  contains  Still- 
birth Record,  1899-1917,  entry  43;  arr.  by  date  of  fil- 
ing.  For  index  1878-1902,  1916,  1917,  see  entry  40; 
1903 — ,  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  child.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   538  p.  18  X  13  X  2  1/2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

40.  BIRTH  INDEX,  1878-1902,  1916,  1917.   2  v. 
(A,  1878-1902;  1,  1916,  1917).   Title  var- 
ies: Index  to  Births,  v.  A,  1878-1902. 

Index  to  Birth  Record,  entry  39,  showing  names  of  child 
and  parents,  certificate  number,  date  of  birth,  and 
book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  child. 
Fdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   275  p.  18  x  13  x  2.   Co.  elk. 's 
:ff.,  Ist  fl. 

Deaths   (See  also  entries  38,  69) 

41.  DEATH  RECORD,  1878  — .   8  v.   (1,  1  not  la- 
beled, 3-8)   Missing:   1901. 

Record  of  death  certificates,  showing  names  of  deceased, 
parents,  physician,  and  undertaker,  date  and  place  of 
death,  medical  certificate  of  death,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   For  index,  1878-1900,  1916, 
1917,  see  entry  42;  1902 — ,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
deceased.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   101  -  580  p.  18  x  11  x  1  - 
18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

42.  DEATH  INDEX,  1878-1900,  1916,  1917.   2  v. 
(A,  1878-1900;  1,  1916,  1917). 

Index  to  Death  Record,  entry  41,  showing  name  of  de- 
ceased, date  of  death,  and  book  and  page  of  entry. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
200  -  325  p.  18  X  12  X  1  1/2  -  18  x  13  x  2.   Co.  elk. 's 
off.,  1st  fl. 
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Stillbirths   (See  also  entry  38) 

43.  STILLBIRTH  RECOriD,  1874-98,  1918—.   3  v. 
(1  not  labeled,  1874-98;  1,  1916—;  1  not 
labeled,  1923--).   1899-1917  In  Birth  Record, 
entry  39. 

Record  of  stillbirth  certificates,  showing  names  of 
parents,  undertaker,  and  physician,  cause,  date,  and 
place  of  stillbirth,  medical  certificate  of  death,  and 
date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  parents.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  -  500  p  .  18 
X  12  X  1  -  18  X  13  1/2  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  let  fl. 

Marriages   (See  also  entry  66  (vll)  ) 

44.  (MARRIAGE  LICENSES),  1837—.   82  f.b. 
Marriage  license  returns  showing  names  of  bride,  groom, 
and  officiating  person,  personal  and  statistical  par- 
ticulars, license  number,  and  dates  of  license,  cere- 
mony, and  return.   Arr.  by  date  of  license.   No  Index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   4  1/2  x  4  1/2  x  9.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

45.  MARRIAGE  REGISTER,  1837—.   9  v.  (A-I). 
Register  of  marriage  licenses,  showing  date  and  number 
of  certificate,  names  of  bride  and  groom,  and  book  and 
page  of  entry  In  marriage  record.   Arr.  by  license  no. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  bride  and  groom.   1837-71,  hdw.; 
1872—,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   250  -  350  p.  16  x  11  1/2 

X  2  -  13  X  8  1/2  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

46.  REGISTER  OF  MARRIAGES  (Record),  1878—.   4  v. 
(1-4). 

Copies  of  marriage  licenses,  showing  names  of  bride, 
groom,  parents,  witnesses  and  officiating  person,  per- 
sonal and  statistical  particulars  of  bride  and  groom, 
and  dates  of  license,  ceremony,  return  of  license,  and 
registration.  Arr.  by  date  of  return.  For  Index,  see 
entry  47.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  316  -  562  p.  18  x  13  x  2  - 
17  X  14  x  2  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  Ist  fl. 

47.  INDEX  TO  MARRIAGE  RECORDS,  1877—.   1  v. 
Index  to  Register  of  Marriages  (Record),  entry  46,  show- 
ing names  of  bride  and  groom,  and  book  and  page  of  entry 
in  record.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  male  and  female. 

Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   400  p.  18  x  13  x  2  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s 
off.,  Ist  fl. 

48.  APPLICATION  FOR  MARRIAGE  LICENSES,  1878—. 
20  V.  (A,  19  not  labeled). 

Copies  of  applications  for  marriage  licenses  for  adults 
and  minors,  showing  names,  addresses,  and  ages  of  appli- 
cants, relationship,  date  and  number  of  application,  and 
signature  of  county  clerk.   Arr.  by  application  no. 
1878-80,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  male;  1881-1933,  no 
index;  1934 — ,  indexed  alph.  by  names  of  male  and  female. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   320  -  600  p.  14  x  9  1/2  x  2  -  16  x  12 
X  3  1/2.   V.  A,  17  V.  not  labeled,  1878-1932,  strm. , 
bsmt.;  2  v.  not  labeled,  1933--,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st 
fl. 
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49.  RECORD  OF  MARRIAGES  WITHOUT  LICENSE,  1868-76. 
1  V. 

Record  of  marriages  celebrated  without  licenses,  showing 
names  of  county,  town,  bride,  groom,  official  perform- 
ing ceremony,  and  religious  organization,  date  of  mar- 
riage, and  certification  of  official.  Arr.  by  date  of 
marriage.   No  index.   Hdw.   161  p.  14  x  9  x  1.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

Licenses  and  Registers 

Retjieter  of  officers  (See  also 
entries  66  (iii),  6?  (ix)  ) 

50.  REGISTER  OF  NOTARIES,  JUSTICES  OF  PEACE,  AND 
CONSTABLES,  1837—.   3  v.  (A,  2  not  labeled). 
Title  varies:  Magistrates'  Commissions,  v. 
A,  1837-72;  Notaries  Record,  1  v. ,  1873-96. 

Register  of  notaries.  Justices  of  the  peace,  and  con- 
stables, showing  name  and  address  of  officer;  dates  of 
commission,  oath,  and  expiration  of  commission;  date, 
amount,  and  obligations  of  bond;  names  of  sureties; 
location  of  office,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of  com- 
mission.  No  index.   1837-72,  hdw.;  1873—,  hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   275  -  300  p.  10  X  11  X  1  1/2  -  13  x  8  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  off.,  let  fl. 

51.  RECORD  OF  OFFICERS  ELECTED,  1910—.   1  v.  (l). 
Register  of  county  and  township  officers,  showing  names 
of  officer,  sureties,  and  office,  date  and  amount  of 
bond,  term  of  office,  and  remarks.   Arr.  by  date  of 
election.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   319  p.  12 

X  16  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

Professional  Licenses 
and  Registers   (See  also 
entry  67  Cxviil ) 

52.  REGISTER  OF  DOCTOR'S  CERTIFICATE  OF  EXAM 
(ination),  1877—.   2  v. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  physicians,  dentists,  osteo- 
paths, veterinarians,  accoucheurs,  and  nurses,  showing 
date,  number,  and  kind  of  certificate;  names  of  prac- 
titioner, member  of  examining  board,  and  school;  and 
dates  of  graduation  and  registration.   Arr.  by  date  of 
certificate.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  practitioner. 
1877-1933,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1934 — ,  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
206  p.  18  X  12  X  1  1/2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

53.  REGISTER  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  ACCOUCHEURS, 
1878—.   1  V.  (1).   Last  entry  1929. 

Register  of  certificates  of  physicians,  dentists,  oste- 
opaths, chiropractors,  eclectics,  allopaths,  homeopaths, 
veterinarians,  and  accoucheurs,  showing  date  of  regis- 
tration, name,  age,  nativity,  and  address  of  practi- 
tioner, number  of  years  of  practice,  school  of  practice, 
date  and  number  of  state  certificate,  date  of  graduation 
from  school  of  practice,  date  state  certificate  filed 
for  record,  and  remarks.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  practitioner.   Hdw.  under 
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cr.  hdge.   250  p.  18  x  12  1/2  x  1  1/2.   Co.  elk. 'a 
off,  let  fl. 

54.  OPTOMETRY  REQI3TER,  1916—.   1  v.  (1).   Last 
entry  1919. 

Register  of  optometrists'  certificates,  showing  date, 
number,  and  class  of  certificate,  name  and  address  of 
optometrist,  date  of  registration,  and  remarks.   Arr. 
by  date  of  registration.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
optometrist.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   400  p.  18  x  13  x 
1  1/2.   Co.  oik. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

Estra.YS.  Marks  and  Brands  (See  also  entry  66Cvi3 ) 

55.  (MARX3  AND  BRANDS),  1894.   1  f.b.  (31), 
Marks  and  brands  filed  for  recoMing,  showing  name  of 
cattle  owner,  location  and  description,  of  brand,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  indeaf. 
Hdw.   14  X  10  X  5.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  let  fl. 

56.  E3TRAY  RECORD,  1837-1905.   2  v.  (1  not  la- 
beled, B). 

Register  of  estray  certificates,  showing  names  of  find- 
er, Justice  of  the  peace,  and  appraiser,  date  and  place 
of  finding,  description  and  appraised  value  of  animal, 
amounts  of  costs,  and  date  of  report.  Arr.  by  date  of 
report.   No  index.   1837-66,  hdw.;  1867-1905,  hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   400  p.  13  X  6  X  2.   1  v.  not  labeled,  1837-66, 
strm. ,  bsmt.,  v.  B,  1867-1905,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  Ist  fl. 


Dog  Licenses 

57.  DOO  LICENSE  FUND  RECORD,  1880-1903.   1  v. 
1904 —  In  Register  of  Warrants,  entry  8. 

Accounts  of  dog  license  fund,  showing  names  of  treas- 
urer and  township,  date  and  amount  of  dog  tax  receipts, 
dates  smd  amounts  of  claim  and  payment,  and  number  of 
sheep  killed.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.   No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   286  p.  16  x  11  1/2  x  2.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

Elections 
(See  also  entries  66  C^O .  67  (^xO  ) 

58.  RECORD  OF  BALLOTS,  1891-1914.   1  v. 
Register  of  election  ballots,  showing  name  and  number 
of  precinct,  quantity  of  ballots  delivered,  used,  and 
returned,  names  of  persons  receiving  and  returning 
ballots,  and  dates  of  delivery  and  return.   Arr.  by 
date  of  delivery.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
200  p.  16  X  10  1/2  X  1.   Co.  oik. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

59.  RECORD  OF  VOTES  OF  ANTI-SALOON  TERRITORY, 
1907-15.   1  V. 

Tally  of  ballots  cast  in  anti-saloon  election,  showing 
precinct  number,  date  and  place  of  election,  quantity 
of  votes  for  and  against  issue,  and  total  number  of 
ballots.  Arr.  by  date  of  election.   No  index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  322  p.  16  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 
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Bonds  of  Officers 
(See  also  entries  66  Qlv) ,    67  O-x,  xxlvD ) 

60.  RECORD  OF  JUSTICES'  AND  CONSTABLES'  BONDS, 
1837—.   2  V.   (A,  B). 

Copies  of  bonds  of  constables,  police  magistrates,  and 
Justices  of  the  peace,  showing  names  of  official  and 
sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  oath, 
and  date  of  filing.   Arr,  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  official.   1837-53,  hdw. ;  1854 — ,  hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   340  p.  18  1/2  x  12  1/2  x  2.   Co.  elk. 's 
off.,  1st  fl. 

61.  ASSESSORS'  BOND  RECORD,  1911  —  .   1  v.   (1). 
Copies  of  township  assessors'  bonds,  showing  names  of 
assessor  and  sureties,  date,  number,  amount,  and  obli- 
gations of  bond,  certification  of  county  clerk,  and 
dates  of  filing  and  approval.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  assessor.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
292  p.  14  X  10  X  1  1/2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

62.  HIGHWAY  COMMISSIONERS'  BOND  REGISTER,  1924—. 
1  V.   (1).   Missing:   1932. 

Register  of  township  highway  commissioners'  bonds,  show- 
ing date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  names  of 
commissioner  and  sureties,  length  of  term  of  office, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  approval,  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  commissioner.   Hdw, 
132  p.  18  X  13  X  1  1/2.   Co.  elk. 's  off..  Ist  fl. 

63.  RECORD  OF  OFFICIAL  BONDS,  1878-1920.   1  v. 
1837-77.  1921 — in  Supervisors'  Minutes 
(Record),  entry  3. 

Copies  of  county  officers'  bonds,  showing  names  of  of- 
ficer, surety,  and  office,  date,  amount,  and  term  of 
bond,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  official.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  288 
p.  18  X  13  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

Census 

64.  CENSUS,  1845.   1  v. 

Cass  County  census  showing  names  of  free  white  male  and 
female  persons,  free  Negro  male  and  female  persons, 
grand  totals,  and  list  and  names  of  owners  or  mills, 
coirdlng  machines,  and  distilleries.   No  obvious  arr. 
Hdw.   150  p.  12  X  7  1/2  x  1/2.   Strm. ,  bsmt.   . 

Military  Records 

65.  MILITIA  ROLL  RECORD,  1860-61.   1  v. 

Roll  of  Civil  War  militiamen,  showing  name  and  address 
of  soldier,  date  of  enlistment,  and  class  of  service. 
Arr.  by  date  of  enlistment.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   300  p.  15  1/2  x  11  1/2  x  2.   Co.  elk. 's  off., 
1st  fl. 
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Miscellaneous  Recoirds 


66.   (COUNTY  CLERK'S  MISCELLANEOUS  FILES),  1837—, 
550  f.b.  (1-501  with  duplications). 
Documents  filed  in  county  clerk's  office,  consisting  of! 
i.   Affidavits  for  tax  deeds,  notices  of  purchase 
and  redemptions,  certificates  of  purchase,  and 
petitions  for  tax  deeds,  1848 — ,  showing  date 
and  amount  of  sale,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, names  of  owner,  purchaser,  and  county 
clerk,  and  amounts  of  taxes  sind  costs. 
11.  Applications  for  hunting  licensee,  1903 — , 
showing  date  and  number  of  application,  and 
name,  age,  residence,  and  physical  descrip- 
tion of  applicant. 
ill.   Appointments  of  deputies  to  various  county 

offices,  1844 — ,  showing  names  of  deputy  and 
office,  and  dates  of  appointment,  term  of  of- 
fice, and  filing. 
iv.   Bonds  and  oaths  of  assessors,  1842 — ,  con- 
stables and  Justices,  1837 — ,  township 
treasurers,  1837 — ,  public  administrators, 
1881-1900,  showing  names  of  principal  and 
sureties,  date,  amount,  and  terms  of  bond, 
and  date  of  filing. 
V.   Certificates  of  election  of  church  trustees, 
1853,  1874,  1875,  showing  names  of  trustees 
and  church,  date  of  election,  and  period  of 
term, 
vi.   Certificates  of  estrays,  1837-1905,  showing 
names  of  finder,  appraiser,  and  Justice  of 
peace,  date  and  location  of  finding,  ap- 
praised value,  and  certificate  of  appraiser, 
vil.   Certificate  of  physicians  for  marriage  li- 
censes, 1937 — ,  showing  dates  of  application 
and  examination,  names  of  applicants,  and 
findings  of  physician, 
viii.   Certificates  of  stallions,  1888 — ,  showing 
date  and  number  of  certificate,  name  and 
address  of  owner,  description  and  pedigree 
of  animal,  and  name  of  secretary  of  state 
board  of  agriculture. 
Ix.   Certificates  of  tax  abatement,  1873,  1909- 
12,  showing  name  of  owner,  description  of 
personal  property,  valuation,  and  date  and 
amount  of  abatement. 
X.   Deeds,  uncalled  for,  1843-74,  showing  date 
of  instrument,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
consideration,  and  legal  description  of 
property. 
xl.   Election  papers,  1837 — ,  including  abstracts 
of  election,  primary  petitions,  certificates 
of  nomination,  objections  to  nominations, 
certificates  of  election,  orders  for  elec- 
tions, certificates  of  selection  of  Judges 
and  clerks  of  election,  tally  sheets,  poll 
books,  and  applications  for  absentee  ballots, 
xli.   Inquest  papers  of  coroner,  1839 — ,  snowing 
name  of  deceased,  date  and  place  of  death, 
dates  of  inquest  and  report,  inventory  and 
nature  of  disposal  of  personal  effects, 
names,  verdict,  and  fees  of  Jurors,  and 
testimony  of  witnesses. 
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xlll. 


xlv. 


xvl. 


xvll. 


xvlll. 


xlx. 


xxl. 


xxil. 


xxlll. 


Also  con 
Criminal 
For  Inde 
on  pr.  f 
let  fl. 


Lists  of  collections  of  delinquent  taxes, 
1893-1916,  showing  dates  of  collection  and 
delinquency,  amount  of  taxes,  and  name  of 
taxpayer. 

Lists  of  school  tax  levies,  1861 — ,  showing 
names  of  school  district,  township,  and 
boaM  members,  legal  description  of  parcels 
of  property,  amount  of  tax,  tax  spread,  and 

Lists  of  tax  delinquent  property,  1839-1926, 
showing  year  and  amount  of  delinquency,  name 
of  owner,  and  legal  description  of  property, 
and  certificate  of  publication. 
Lists  of  assessed  property,  1845-53,  showing 
date  and  amount  of  assessment,  name  of  owner, 
and  legal  description  of  property. 
Lists  of  taxable  property  transmitted  by 
auditor,  1849-81,  showing  legal  description 
of  property,  amount  of  tax  correction,  and 
name  of  purchaser. 

Objections  to  taxes,  1865 — ,  showing  name  of 
property  owner,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, amounts  of  assessment  and  Judgment  for 
delinquent  taxes,  date  and  nature  of  objection, 
and  certificate  of  publication. 
Receipts  for  fine  payments,  duplicates,  1838- 
1912,  showing  nature  and  amount  of  fine,  name 
of  nayee,  and  date  of  payment. 
Schedules  of  personal  property,  1892 — ,  show- 
ing names  of  owner,  township,  and  school 
district,  owner's  and  assessor's  valuations, 
amount  of  tax,  and  d&te  of  filing. 
Statements  of  refunds  for  illegally  assessed 
taxes,  1875-77,  showing  date  and  nature  of 
original  assessment,  tax  spread,  name  of 
owner,  legal  description  of  property,  and 
date  and  amount  of  refund. 
Statements  of  taxes  collected  and  request 
for  credit  by  collector,  1868-1929.  showlnR 
Itemized  list  of  tax  collections,  number  of 
district,  amounts  accounted  for  by  errors, 
insolvencies,  and  forfeitures,  collector's 
fees,  names  of  collector  and  township,  date 
of  statement,  and  total  amount  of  tax. 
Wills,  1875-1901,  showing  names  of  testator, 
executor,  and  heirs,  and  date  and  provisions 
of  will, 
tains  (Supervisors'  Files),  entry  2;  (Common  and 

Law  Case  Files),  entry  105.  Arr.  by  file  no. 
X,  see  entry  1.   Hdw. ,  typed,  and  hdw,  and  typed 
m.   5  X  5  X  10  -  10  X  5  X  14.   Co.  elk. 's  off., 


67.   MISCELLANEOUS  RECORD,  1860--.   5  ▼.   (B-F). 
Record  of  documents  In  miscellaneous  proceedings  filed 
in  county  clerk's  office,  consisting  of: 

1.   Administratorship  proceedings  -  bonds,  1907, 
1938;  orders  for  distribution  of  money,  1905; 
petitions  and  orders  to  sell  personal  prop- 
erty at  public  sale,  1895;  petitions  and 
orders  to  sell  personal  property  at  private 
sale,  1893:  reports  of  financial  accounts  of 


Iv. 
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estates,  1908-10;  reports  of  private  sale, 
1896-1908. 
11.   Administrator  with  will  annexed  proceedings  - 
petitions,  oaths,  bond,  letters,  1897. 
111.   Adoption  proceedings  -  petitions,  entries  of 
appearance,  court  orders,  1880 — . 
Cemetery  association  -  reports  to  court,  1921; 
treasurer's  bond,  1916. 
V.   Civil  service  proceedings  -  State  of  Illinois 
Civil  Service  Commission  rules,  1905-14. 
vl.   Conservatorship  proceedings  -  bonds,  1937 — ; 
petitions,  1895-1907;  reports,  1909,1938. 
vll.   Co-partnership  proceedings  -  bills  of  ap- 
praisement, 1891-97,  1938—;  Inventories, 
1891-97;  reports  of  appraisers,  1907;  war- 
rants and  oaths  of  aporalsers,  1891-97.  1938 — . 

vlll.   Corporation  proceedings  -  certificate  of 
chansce  of  name,  1910, 
Ix.   County  and  township  officer  proceedings  - 
appointments  and  oaths  of  deputy  county 
officers,  1876 — ;  bonds  of  county  officers, 
1876 — ;  bonds  of  Justices  of  the  peace  and 
police  magistrates,  1880-87;  bonds  of  high- 
way district  clerks,  1892,  1896,  1939;  com- 
mission of  probation  officer,  1908;  reports 
of  warden  of  county  almshouse,  1879;  reports 
of  state's  attorney,  1907,  1922. 
X.   Criminal  case  proceedings  -  releases  on  pay- 
ment of  fine,  1906-10. 
xl.   Election  proceedings  -  city  election  returns, 
1937;  call  for  party  convention,  1936;  lists 
of  elected  church  trustees,  1874,  1875. 

xll.   Executorship  proceedings  -  bonds,  1938;  final 
reports  and  discharges,  1896-1907;  orders  for 
partial  distribution  of  Income,  1908;  probate 
of  wills,  1897-1906;  transfer  of  shares  In 
will.  1906-8;  wills,  1880-1906,  1930,  1934. 
xlll.   Guardianship  proceedings  -  bonds,  1889 — ; 
discharges,  1908;  petitions  for  guardian- 
ship, 1892-1909;  Inventories,  1877;  peti- 
tions to  lease  property,  1908;  financial 
reports,  1903.  1908,  1938. 

xlv.   Inheritance  tax  returns,  1907,  190S. 
xv.   Insanity  proceedings  -  petitions.  Jury  ver- 
dicts, court  orders  of  commitment,  1907, 
1908;  restoration  of  citizenship  rights, 
1936. 

xvl.   Jury  proceedings  -  lists  of  county  and  cir- 
cuit court  Jurors,  1935 — . 
xvll.   License  recording  proceedings  -  architects, 
1895-1917;  dentists,  1890-97;  1914;  nurses, 
1910;  osteopaths,  1911;  physicians,  1891, 
1910-14;  veterinarians,  1899-1919;  notaries, 
1866-74.  1912. 
xvlll.   Local  street  Improvement  proceedings  -  ordi- 
nances, assessment  rolls,  estimates  of  con- 
struction, specifications,  bids  of  contract- 
ors, certificates  of  acceptance  and  Inspection, 
notices  of  public  hearings,  proof  of  mailing, 
plats  of  Improvements,  1906 — . 

xlx.  Ordinances  of  villages  -  resolutions  of 
town  boards,  ballots,  canvass  of  votes, 
1937—. 
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XX.   Partnership  proceedings  -  certificates  of 

partnership,  1860;  oaths  of  partners,  1895- 
97. 
xxl.   Powers  of  attorney  -  certificates  of  power 
of  attorney,  1875,  1921,  1938. 

xxll.   Receivership  proceedings  -  appointments  and 
bonds  of  receivers,  1908. 
xxlll.   Road  district  proceedings  -  rights  of  way, 
1922;  eminent  domain,  1922;  condemnations, 
1933;  resolutions  for  road  bond  Issues,  1937. 

xxlv.   Sanitary  district  proceedings  -  plats  of 

districts,  petitions  for  organization,  re- 
sults of  election,  appointments,  bonds,  and 
oaths  of  trustees,  ordinances  for  tax  levies 
and  bond  Issues,  reports  of  treasurer,  1927 — , 
XXV.   School  district  proceedings  -  organization 

of  high  school  district,  1917-25;  separation 
of  consolidated  districts,  1929;  certificates 
of  changes  of  school  districts,  1937;  elec- 
tion returns  of  non-high  school  district 
boaiTd,  1936;  minutes  of  meetings  of  school 
district  boards,  1936 — ;  resolution  for 
school  bond  Issue,  1912. 

xxvl.   Tax  sale  proceedings  -  affidavits  for  tax 
deeds,  notices  of  sale,  certificates  of 
purchase,  1872 — . 
Also  contains  Assignment  Record,  1887 — ,  entry  107. 
Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  title  of 
subject  matter.   1860-1911,  hdw. ;  1922—,  typed.   440 
-  570  p.  18  X  12  1/2  x  2  -  18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  elk.  's 
off. ,  1st  fl. 

Fees,  Receipts  and  Expenditures 

68.  CASH  BOOK,  1873—.   3  v.   Missing:   1915-23. 
Title  varies:   Register  of  Fees  received  by 
County  Clerk,  1  v.,  1873-1911;  Register  of 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  County  Clerk,  1  v., 
1912-14. 

County  Clerk's  accounts  of  daily  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, showing  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  receipt  or 
expenditure,  names  of  payer  or  payee,  and  total "amount 
of  receipts  and  disbursements.  Arr.  by  date  of  trans- 
action. No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  316  p.  18  x 
13  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

69.  ACCOUNT  BOOK  BIRTHS  AKD  DEATHS,  1903.   1  v.  (l). 
Accounts  of  fees  paid  to  local  registrars  for  vital  sta- 
tistics reports,  showing  number  of  births,  stillbirths, 
and  deaths  reported,  name  of  registrar,  and  date  and 
amount  of  payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  registrar.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   260  p. 

16  X  11  1/2  X  1  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  Ist  fl. 


(Next  entry  70,  p.  144) 

III.  RECORDER 

In  1837,  the  year  In  which  Cass  County  was  organ- 
ized, the  recorder  was  elected  for  a  fourryear  terra. ^ 
A  two-year  term  became  effective  In  1847,2  .jj^q  amount 
of  his  bond  was  set  at  $500.3  With  the  adoption  of  the 
second  constitution  the  office  of  recorder  was  abol- 
ished, the  duties  of  that  office  being  delegated  to  the 
circuit  court  clerk  In  an  ex  officio  capacity.^  The 
present  constitution  reestablished  the  office  of  re- 
corder In  counties  having  a  population  of  60,000  or 
more  but  continued  the  proylslon  of  the  prior  consti- 
tution for  other  counties.^  As  the  population  of  Cass 
County  has  not  reached  the  minimum  set  by  the  consti- 
tution, °  the  circuit  court  clerk  In  this  county  has  re- 
tained his  duties, ex  officio,  as  recorder.   The  amount 
of  the  recorder's  bond  was  fixed  at  $5,000  In  1872,  and 
was  to  be  approved  by  the  county  Judge."  This  amount 
was  raised  In  1874  to  $10,000  for  counties  having  the 
population  of  Cass.   A  copy  of  the  bond  Is  entered 
upon  the  records  of  the  county  court. ° 

Assistants  and  deputies  are  appointed  by  the  re- 
corder In  a  number  as  determined  by  rule  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  and  as  entered  upon  the  court  recorxi.^  The 
compensation  of  the  assistants  and  deputies  Is  set  by 
the  county  board. ■'•^  Written  oaths  of  deputies  are 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State. ^^ 

In  accordance  with  the  duty  of  the  recorder  to 
record  at  length  all  written  Instruments,  the  follow- 
ing records  are  required  to  be  kept: 

1.  An  entry  book  In  which  data  relating  to 
date  and  order  of  receipt  of  Instruments 
to  be  recorded  or  filed,  and  the  names 
of  parties  and  location  of  property, 
with  a  brief  description  of  the  premises, 
are  entered.   Each  of  such  Instruments 
Is  numbered  by  the  recorder  with  the  cor- 


1.  L.  1835,  p.  166.   Between  1819  and  1835  the  re- 
corder was  appointed  by  the  Governor  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  (L.  1819,  p.  19; 
R.L.  1829,  D.  117). 

2.  L.  1845,  p.  28. 

3.  R.L.  1829,  p.  117. 

4.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  64. 

5.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.3.  1874,  p.  833. 

6.  Census  shows  population  of  Cass,  17,896  in  1920  and 
16,537  In  1930.   PoT-.ulatlon  Bulletin,  p.  8.   Ac- 
cording to  the  preliminary  1940  census,  the  popu- 
lation is  16,410. 

7.  L.  1871-72,  p.  645. 

8.  R.S.  1874,  p.  833. 

9.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  R.S.  1874,  p.  833. 

10.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

11.  R.S.  1874,  p.  833. 
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responding  number  of  the  entry.  The 
entry  book  serves  as  a  table  of  contents, 
with  descriptive  memoranda,  for  all  in- 
struments recorded  at  length  or  filed  in 
the  recorder's  office. 

2.  Well-bound  books  for  recording  at  length 
any  instrument  in  writing  entitled  to  be 
recorded,  in  the  order  of  time  of  its 
reception.   Separate  books  are  allowed 

to  be  kept  for  the  recording  of  different 
classes  of  instruments  and  two  distinct 
series  of  document  numbers  may  be  used  in 
recording  documents  received  for  recorda- 
tion.  One  series  preceded  by  the  letter 
"B"  is  for  the  recordation  of  bills  of 
sales  of  personal  property,  chattel  mort- 
gages, releases,  extensions,  and  assign- 
ments thereof.  The  other  series  of  docu- 
ment numbers  is  for  all  other  instruments 
received  for  recordation. 

3.  Grantor  and  grantee  indexes.   In  the 
grantor  index  are  listed  the  names  of  the 
grantors  in  alphabetical  order  and  the 
najnes  of  grantees.  The  grantee  index 
shows  the  names  of  the  grantees  in  alpha- 
betical order  and  the  names  of  the  grant- 
ors.  Each  index  also  shows  the  date  of 
the  Instrument,  time  of  receipt,  kind  of 
instrument,  consideration,  book  and  page 
of  recordation,  or  the  number  under  which 
it  is  filed,  and  a  brief  description  of 
the  premises. 

4.  Indexes  to  each  book  of  record  in  which 
are  entered  in  alphabetical  ordei',  the 
names  of  each  grantor  and  grantee  and 
page  on  which  the  instrument  is  recorded. 
This  series  Indexes  instruments  such  as 
powers  of  attorney,  chattel  mortgages, 
and  these  recorded  by  corporations. 

5.  An  index  to  recorded  maps  and  plats, 
based  on  location  of  property,  sometimes 
arranged  by  section,  township  and  range. 

6.  An  abstract  book,  in  effect  indexing 
records  by  showing  for  some  tract  every 
conveyance  or  incumbrance  recorded,  its 
execution  and  filing  date,  and  the  book 
and  page  of  its  recordation.   Series 
optional  with  county  board. 

7.  A  separate  book  to  record  certificates 
of  honorable  discharge  from  military, 
aviation,  or  naval  service. -^^ 


Recorder  -  Entry 
(70-72)  144  Books;  Indexes 

The  recorder,  In  recording  at  length  any  In- 
strument in  writing,  Is  permitted  to  make  a  handwritten 
or  typewritten  transcription,  a  photographic  or  photo- 
static recroductlon,  or  use  a  combination  of  these 
methods,^'   In  addition  to  the  Instruments  received 
for  recordation,  the  recorder  Is  required,  upon  receipt, 
to  file  any  mortgage,  trust  deed,  or  conveyance  of  per- 
sonal property  having  the  effect  of  a  mortgage  or  lien 
upon  such  property  which  Is  endorsed  with  the  words, 
"This  Instrument  to  be  filed,  but  not  recorded."  The 
recorder  marks  such  Instruments  "filed"  and  enters  upon 
each  the  time  of  their  receipt  and  files  them  In  his 
office. •'•^ 

The  recorder  keeps  all  of  his  records  In  the  cir- 
cuit clerk's  vault  on  the  first  floor,  excepting  one 
volume  not  numbered,  1884-1925,  of  entry  103,  as  noted. 


Entry  Books 

70.  ENTRY  BOOK,  1861—.   12  v.  (1  not  labeled, 
2-12). 

Register  of  recorded  Instruments,  showing  date,  number, 
and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
consideration,  book  and  page  of  entry,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  and  date  of  filing.   Also  contains 
Register  of  Recording  Fees,  1861-1904,  1928—,  entry 
104.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  Index.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   638  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 

71.  (ORIGINAL  ENTRY  BOOK),  1828-59,  1  v.  (1). 
Record  of  original  land  entries  as  shown  by  state  aud- 
itor's certificates,  showing  date  of  entry,  name  of 
entrant,  legal  description  of  land,  number  of  acres, 
and  consideration.   Arr.  by  twp. ,  sec,  and  range  nos. 
No  Index.   Hdw.  100  p.  17  x  12  x  1/2. 


Indexes 

72.   (TRACT  INDEX),  1826—.   5  v.  (1,  li,  3-5). 
Register  and  Index  of  recorded  instruments  pertaining  to 
each  tract  of  land,  including  former  Morgan  County  lands, 
1826-36,  showing  legal  description  of  tract,  date  and 
nature  of  Instrument,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  con- 
sideration, date  of  filing,  ajid  book  and  page  of  entry 
in  record.   Arr.  by  twp.,  sec,  and  range  nos.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   672  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 


12.  L.  1819,  p.  8,20,21;  R.L.  1829,  p.  116,117;  L.  1847, 
p.  69;  L.  1853,  p.  254;  L.  1867,  p.  148;  L.  1869, 

p.  2;  L.  1871-72,  p.  645,646;  L.  1873,  p.  144;  R.3. 
1874,  p.  834-46;  L.  1917,  p.  652;  L.  1925,  p.  521; 

L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  214. 

13.  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  214. 

14.  L.  1925,  p.  521;  L.  1929,  p.  592-94. 
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73.  GENERAL  INDEX  (Grantor-Grantee),  1827—. 
12  V.  (1-6  grantor;  1  not  labeled,  2-6 
grantee ) . 

Index  to  Deed  Record,  1837 — ,  entry  76;  Miscellaneous 
Record,  entry  78;  Transcript  Record  (of  Morgan  County 
Records),  1827-45,  entry  79,  showing  names  of  grantor 
and  grantee,  number  and  date  of  instrument,  book  and 
page  of  entry,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  alph.  by  names 
of  grantor  and  grantee.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  638  p. 
18  X  13  X  3. 

74.  (LOT  INDEX),  1829—.   4  v.  (1,  1  1/2,  2,  3). 
Register  and  index  of  recorded  instruments  pertaining 

to  town  lots  in  Cass  County,  1837 — ,  including  town  lots 
formerly  in  Morgan  County,  1829-36,  showing  dates  of 
instrument  and  filing,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
legal  description  of  lots,  kind  of  instrument,  and  book 
and  page  of  entry.   Arr.  by  lot  and  block  nos.   Hdw. 
and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   672  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 

75.  INDEX  TO  PLATS,  1893—.   1  v.  (l). 

Index  to  Plat  Record,  entry  103;  and  plats  recorded  in: 
Deed  Record,  entry  76;  Miscellaneous  Record,  entry  78, 
showing  name  of  plat,  legal  description  of  property, 
book  and  page  of  entry,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by 
twp.,  sec,  and  range  nos,  Hdw.   200  p.  18  x  13  x  1. 


Instruments  Recorded 


General 


76.   DEED  RECORD,  1837—.   82  v.  (A-Y,  27-101  not 
consecutive,  1837—;  1  not  labeled,  1930-33). 
Intermittent  title  variations:   Warranty  Deed 
Record,  v.  60-101  not  consecutive,  1900 — . 
Recordation  of  documents  and  accompanying  plats  filed  in  re- 
corder's office  consisting  of: 

i.   Acknowledgments  to  deeds,  1843-72,  showing 
date,  number  and  kind  of  instrument,  name  of 
affiant,  legal  description  of  property, 
reason  for  acknowledgment,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation, 
ii.   Affidavits,  1872-90,  showing  date,  number, 
and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  affiant 
and  witnesses,  nature  of  affidavit,  and 
dates  of  filing  and  recordation. 
iii.   Articles  of  agreement,  1852-1911,  showi-ng 

date,  number,  and  terms  of  Instrument,  names 
of  parties  and  witnesses  to  agreement,  and 
recorder,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recorda- 
tion, 
iv.   Articles  of  Incorporation  of  railroads  run- 
ning through  county,  1399,  showing  names  of 
railroad,  members  of  board  of  directors,  of- 
ficers, and  stockholders,  amount  of  capital 
stock,  number  of  shares,  value  per  share, 
route  of  railroad,  and  dates  of  incorpora- 
tion, filing,  and  recordation. 
V.   Assignments,  general,  1840-1903,  showing 

date,  number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  names 
of  assignor,  assignee,  and  witnesses,  con- 
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slderatlon  and  terras  of  assignment,  and 
dates  of  filing  and  recordation, 
vl.   Assignments  of  patent  rights,  1353-91,  show- 
ing date,  number,  and  kind  of  Instrument, 
names  of  assignor,  assignee,  and  witnesses, 
date  and  nature  of  patent  right,  considera- 
tion, and  dates  of  flllnp;  and  ^eco^^iatlon. 

vll.   Bills  of  sale,  1355-1910,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of 
vendor  and  purchaser,  Itemized  list  of 
articles,  consideration,  and  dates  of  sale, 
filing,  and  recordation. 
vlll.   Certificates  of  election  of  trustees,  1847- 
82,  showing  names  of  Institution  or  organi- 
zation and  trustees,  dates  of  election,  term 
of  office,  filing,  and  recordation. 
Ix.   Certificates  of  Incorporation,  1353-99, 

showing  date,  number,  and  kind  of  Instru- 
ment, names  of  organization,  members  of 
board  of  directors,  and  stockholders,  pur- 
pose and  period  of  Incorporation,  number 
and  par  value  of  shares,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 
X.   Certificates  of  purchase,  1843-1933,  show- 
ing date,  number,  and  kind  of  Instrument, 
names  and  addresses  of  grantor,  grantee, 
and  witnesses,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, consideration,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recordation. 
xl.   Chattel  mortgages,  1858,  1359,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of 
mortgagee,  mortgagor,  and  witnesses,  de- 
scription of  chattels,  consideration,  dates 
of  filing  and  recordation. 

xll.   Claims  for  dower,  1882-36,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  name  and 
age  of  widow,  name  and  age  of  deceased  hus- 
band, place  of  marriage,  legal  description 
of  real  estate,  and  dates  of  filing  and  re- 
cordation, 
xlll.   Constitution  of  Cass  County  Agricultural 
Society,  1856,  showing  date,  number,  and 
kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  society,  char- 
ter members,  and  officers,  articles  and 
provisions  of  constitution,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 

xlv.   Contracts,  1855 — ,  showing  date,  number, 

and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  contract- 
ing parties,  conditions  and  purposes  of 
contract,  consideration,  and  dates  of  fil- 
ing and  recordation. 
XV,   Declarations  of  vacation,  1871-86,  showing 
date,  number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  name 
of  person  making  declaration,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  real  estate,  terms,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 

xvl.   Deeds:   assignee's,  1344-1900;  assignment, 

1884-36;  auditor's,  1345-54;  cemetery,  1370—; 
commissioner's,  1398 — ;  coroner's,  1343-44; 
correction,  1385-1910;  county,  1851-1932; 
county  clerk's,  1368—;  of  grant,  1913—; 
mortgage,  1840-31;  right  of  way,  1347—; 
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receiver's,  1881—;  release,  1842-1934; 
special  warranty,  1883-1903;  school  treas- 
urer's, 1845-54;  school  trustees',  1851- 
1933;  United  States  Marshal's,  1848-82; 
United  States  District  Court,  master's, 
1886-88,  showing  date,  number,  and  kind  of 
Instrument,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
legal  description  of  property,  consideration, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation. 
xvll.   Easements,  1928-30,  showing  date,  number, 
and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  grantor, 
grantee,  and  witnesses,  legal  description 
of  real  estate,  consideration,  notations 
of  surveyor,  and  dates  of  filing  and  re- 
cordation. •        ,  „^^ 
xvill.   Land  patents:   United  States,  1850 — ; 

Illinoie,  1845 — ,  showing  date,  number,  and 
kind  of  instrument,  names  of  grantee  and 
government  land  officials,  legal  description 
of  property,  consideration,  land  patent  num- 
ber, and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation, 
xix.   Leases,  1856-1900,  showing  date,  number, 

and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of  lessee  and 
lessor,  legal  description  of  property,  con- 
sideration, terms  of  lease,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 
XX.   Mortgages,  1850-1928,  showing  date,  number, 
and  kind  of  instrument,  names  and  addresses 
of  mortgagor,  mortgagee,  and  witnesses, 
amount  and  terms  of  mortgage,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  and  dates  of  filing  and 
recordation. 
xxl.   Partitions,  1885-97,  showing  date,  number,  . 
and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of  complainant 
and  defendant,  proceedings  in  partition, 
cross  bill  and  answer,  legal  description  and 
real  estate,  decree  of  sale,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 
xxli.   Powers  of  attorney,  1848-94,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of 
grantor  and  grantee,  nature  of  powers,  and 
dates  of  filing  and  recordation. 
xxlll.   Releases:   dower,  1856-1911;  trust  deed, 
1864-72;  vendor's  lien,  1864-82,  showing 
date,  number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  names 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  terms  of  original 
Instrument,  consideration,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 
xxlv.  Wills,  1843-87,  showing  date,  number,  and 

kind  of  instrument,  names  of  testator,  heirs, 
and  witnesses,  provisions  of  will,  petition 
for  probate,  proof  of  will,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 
Also  contains  Quitclaim  Deed  Record,  1837-77,  entry  80; 
Dedication  Record,  1848-84,  entry  82;  Tax  Sheriff  Deed, 
1837-77,  1931—,  entry  83;  Trust  Deed  Record,  1837-69, 
1910—,  entry  84;  Plat  Record,  1837-83,  entry  103.   Arr. 
by  date  of  recordation.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  prin- 
cipal; for  Sep.  indexes,  see  entries  72,  73,  74,  and  75; 
for  index  to  marginal  releases  and  assignments,  see 
entry  77.   Hdw.  and  typed;  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fra. 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3. 
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77.  INDEX  TO  MARGINAL  RELEASES  AND  ASSIGNMENTS, 
1899-1920.   1  V. 

Index  to  marginal  releases  and  assignments  In  Deed  Record, 
entry  76,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  or 
assignor  and  assignee,  book  and  page  of  entry,  consider- 
ation, and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  principal.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
700  p.  18  X  13  X  3. 

78.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORD,  1872—.  9  v.  (A-I). 
Title  varies:  Circuit  Court  Record,  v.  B, 
1889-1903. 

Recordation  of  documents  and  accompanying  plats  filed  in 
recorder's  office  Including: 

1.   Affidavits,  1878 — ,  showing  date,  number  and 
kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  affiant  and  wit- 
nesses, purpose  of  affidavit,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recor«datlon. 

11.   Agreements,  1876--,  showing  date,  number,  and 
type  of  Instrument,  names  of  parties  to  agree- 
ment, nature  and  terms  of  agreement,  and  dates 
of  filing  and  recordation. 
111.   Appointments  and  oaths  of  circuit  clerk's, 

county  clerk's,  and  sheriff's  deputies,  1872- 
1902,  showing  dates,  nature,  and  kind  of  In- 
strument, names  of  deputy,  office,  and  ap- 
pointing officer,  oath,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recordation. 

iv.   Assignments,  1877 — ,  showing  date,  numoer, 
and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  assignor 
and  assignee,  terns  and  nature  of  assignment, 
consideration,  and  dates  of  filing  and  re- 
cordation. 
V,   Bills  of  sale,  1874 — ,  showing  date,  number, 
and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of  vendor  and 
purchaser,  description  of  articles,  consid- 
eration, and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation, 

vl.   Bonds  for  deeds,  1873 — ,  showing  date,  number, 
and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  grantor,  and 
grantee,  and  sureties,  amount  and  obligations 
of  bond,  legal  description  of  property,  and 
dates  of  filing  and  recordation. 
vli.   Bonds  for  lodge  trustees,  1875-77,  showing 

names  of  lodge,  trustee,  and  sureties,  amount 
and  terms  of  bond,  and  dates  of  filing  and 
recordation, 
vili.   Bonds  of  sheriff,  coroner,  and  circuit  clerk, 
1872-88,  showing  date,  number,  and  kind  of 
Instrument,  names  of  official  and  sureties, 
amount  and  terms  of  bond,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recordation. 

ix.   Certificates  of  discharge  of  soldiers  and 
sailors,  1888,  1925,  1927,  1935—,  showing 
name,  age,  occupation,  and  personal  descrip- 
tion of  veteran,  reason  for  discharge,  dates 
and  places  of  enlistment  and  discharge, 
names  of  commanding  officers,  enlistment 
record,  and  date  of  filing. 
X.   Certificates  of  Incorporation  and  organi- 
zation, 1872--,  showing  date,  number,  and 
kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  organization, 
directors,  and  charter  members,  purpose  and 
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xl. 


xii. 


xlll. 


xlv. 


xvl. 


xvll. 


XVlll. 


xlx. 


XX. 


xxl. 


xxll. 


location  of  organization,  amount  of  capital 
stock,  number  and  par  value  of  shares,  duties 
of  officers  and  directors,  and  dates  of  fil- 
ing and  recordation. 

Certificates  of  registration  of  male  animals, 
1895 — ,  showing  date  and  number  of  certifi- 
cate, names  of  owner  and  stallion,  descrip- 
tion of  animal,  terms  of  service,  and  dates 
of  filing  and  recordation. 
Changes  of  corporate  name,  1929 — ,  showing 
date,  number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  names 
of  state  auditor  and  directors,  old  and  new 
names  of  organization,  location,  corporate 
seal,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation. 
Commissions  of  Justices  and  magistrates, 
1877,  1890,  1909,  1930,  and  notaries,  1910, 
1923,  showing  date,  number,  and  kind  of  In- 
strument, nature  of  official  duties,  and 
dates  of  commission,  filing  and  recordation. 
Contracts,  1873 — ,  showing  date,  number,  and 
kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  contracting 
parties,  terms  of  contract,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 

Declarations  of  trust,  1930 — ,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of 
executors,  trustee,  heir,  and  deceased, 
legal  description  of  property,  and  dates 
of  filing  and  recoixiation. 

Deeds  of  rights  of  way,  1885 — ,  showing  aate, 
number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of 
grantee  and  grantor,  legal  description  of 
property,  purpose  of  right  of  way,  consider- 
ation, and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation. 
Easements,  1923 — ,  showing  date,  number,  and 
kind  of  instrument,  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee,  purpose,  consideration,  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recordation. 

Elections  to  take  dower,  1928 — ,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  names  of 
estate,  widow,  and  notary  public,  list  of 
chattels  or  real  property  selected,  and  dates 
of  filing  and  recordation. 
Leases,  1879 — ,  showing  date,  number,  and 
kind  of  Instrument,  names  of  lessor  and 
lessee,  location  and  legal  description  of 
property,  consideration,  purpose  of  business, 
period  and  terms  of  lease,  and  dates  of  fil- 
ing and  recordation. 

Letters  testamentary,  1902-26,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of 
estate,  executor,  and  probate  Judge  and 
clerk,  provisions  of  letters,  book  and  page 
of  entry  in  court  records,  and  dates  of  fil- 
ing and  recordation. 

Licenses  of  architects,  1898 — ,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of 
architect,  members  of  state  board  of  exam- 
iners, and  recorder,  number  and  date  of 
license,  amount  of  fee,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recordation. 

Licenses  of  veterinarians,  1899 — ,  showing 
date,  number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  names 
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of  veterinarian  and  members  of  state  board 
of  livestock  commissioners,  number  and  date 
of  license,  term  of  practice,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordation. 
xxlll.   Liens  of  agistors,  1895,  1896,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of 
lessor  and  lessee,  legal  description  of 
pasture,  description  of  pastured  livestock, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  recordation. 
xxlv.   Liens  on  gets,  1889,  1902,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  instrument,  date  and 
number  of  stallion  certificate,  description 
of  serviced  female,  amount  of  lien,  and  dates 
of  filing  and  recordation. 
XXV.   Lists  of  bank  stockholders,  1889 — ,  showing 
names  of  bank  stockholders,  and  president, 
number  of  shares  held  by  each,  value,  cer- 
tification of  cashier,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recordation. 
xxvl.   Powers  of  attorney,  1873--,  showing  date, 
number,  and   kind  of  instrument,  names  and 
addresses  of  principals,  period  and  nature 
of  powers,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recorda- 
tion, 
xxvil.   Releases,  1880 — ,  showing  date,  number,  and 
kind  of  instrument,  names  of  grantor, 
grantee,  and  witnesses,  consideration, 
nature  of  release,  book  and  page  of  entry 
of  original  document,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recorxiation. 
xxviii.   Revocation  of  powers  of  attorney,  1902 — , 
showing  date,  number,  and  kind  of  instru- 
ment, names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  reason 
for  revocation,  and  dates  of  original  ap- 
pointment, filing,  and  recordation. 
xxix.   Transfers  of  bank  stock,  1899 — ,  showing 

date,  number,  and  kind  of  Instrument,  names 
of  old  and  new  stockholders,  number  and 
value  of  stock,  and  name  of  bank. 
XXX.   Waivers  of  liens,  1935 — ,  showing  date,  number, 
and  kind  of  instrument,  names  of  property 
owner  and  contractor,  legal  description  of 
property,  amount  and  nature  of  lien,  and  dates 
of  filing  and  recordation. 
xxxi.   Wills,  1874,  showing  date,  number,  and  kind  of 
instrument,  names  of  testator,  heirs,  and  wit- 
nesses, provisions,  proof  of  will,  and  dates 
of'  filing  and  recoiTdation. 
Also  contains  Dedication  Record,  1885-1920,  entry  82; 
Township  (School)  Treasurers*  Bond  Record,  1897,  1917, 
entry  96;  Stallion  Renewal  Record,  1918 — ,  entry  100, 
Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
principal;  for  sep.  indexes,  see  entries  72,  73,  74,  and 
75.   1873-1904,  hdw. ;  1905—,  typed.   595  -  606  p.  19  x 
13  X  3. 


79.   TRANSCRIPT  RECORD  (of  Morgan  County  Records), 
1827-45.   4  V.  (1-4). 
Transcripts  of  recorded  Instruments  pertaining  to  former 
Morgan  County  territory,  showing  names  of  principals,  con- 
sideration, legal  description  of  property,  and  dates  of 
instrument  and  filing.   Also  contains  Plat  Record,  1829- 


Recorder  -  Instruments  . 

Recorded  151  (80-84) 

36.  entry  103.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  principal;  for  sep.  Index,  1827-45,  see  entry 
73.   Hdw.   455  -  639  p.  15  x  11  X  2  1/2  -  16  1/2  x  12  x 
3  1/2. 

Deeds 

80.  QUITCLAIM  DEED  RECORD,  1878—.  11  v.  (39,  47, 
55,  59,  68,  76,  86,  87,  95,  99,  102).  1837-77 
In  Deed  Record,  entry  76. 

Recordation  of  quitclaim  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor 
and  grantee,  legal  description  of  property,  consideration, 
acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  Instrument,  filing,  and  re- 
cordation.  Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  grantor.   1878-1934,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ;  1935 — , 
typed.   550  p.  18  x  13  x  3, 

81.  MASTER'S  DEED  RECORD,  1878--.   3  v.  (36,  82, 
1878—;  46,  1883-1915).   Title  varies:  Master's 
Certificate  Deed,  v.  36,  1878-1917;  Master's 
Guardian's  and  Administrator's  Deeds,  v.  46, 
1883-1915. 

Recordation  of  master's,  guardian's,  and  administrator's 
deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor,  grantee,  and  estate, 
consideration,  legal  description  of  property,  and  dates 
of  Instrument  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  grantor,   1878-97,  hdw.;  1898- 
1922,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1923 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm, 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  2  1/2. 

82.  DEDICATION  RECORD,  1921—.   3  v.  (1-3).   Last 
entry  1936.   Title  varies:   State  Road  Plate 
and  Deeds,  v.  1,  1921-30.   1848-84  In  Deed 
Record,  entry  76;  1885-1920  In  Miscellaneous 
Record,  entry  78. 

Recordation  of  right-of-way  dedications  for  public  roads, 
showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  consideration, 
legal  description  of  property,  acknowledgment,  and  date 
of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  grantor.   Hdw.,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ,  typed,  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   354  -  554  p.  14  1/2  x  12  x  3  1/2  -  18  x  13 
X  3. 

83.  TAX  SHERIFF  DEED,  1878-1930.   1  v.  (37).  1837- 
77,  1931—  In  Deed  Record,  entry  76. 

Recordation  of  sheriff's  tax  deeds,  showing  names  of 
grantor  and  grantee,  legal  description  of  property, 
acknowledgment  of  deed  by  sheriff,  and  dates  of  Instru- 
ment, court  decree,  sale,  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantor  and  grantee. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   594  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 

84.  TRUST  DEED  RECORD,  1870-1909.   4  v.  (A,  1870- 
87;  41,  1878-82;  33,  35,  1877-1909).   Title 
varies:   Trust  Deed  Mortgage  Record,  v.  A, 
1870-87;  Trustees  and  Trust  Deed  Record,  v. 
41,  1878-82.   1837-69,  1910—  In  Deed  Record, 
entry  76. 

Recordation  of  trust  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee,  consideration,  legal  description  of  property, 
and  dates  of  deed  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
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Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor.   V.  A,  1870-87,  33,  35, 
1877-1909,  hdw. ;  v.  41,  1878-82,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   592  p. 
18  X  13  X  3. 


Mortgagee  -  Real  Prorerty 
(8ee  also  entry  76  (xx)  ) 


86.   MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1837—.   64  v.  (A-Z,  1837- 
1904;  27-64,  1901—). 
Recordation  of  real  estate  mortgages.  Including  marginal 
releases,  1837-71,  showing  names  and  addresses  of  mort- 
gagor and  mortgagee,  amounts  of  mortgage  and  payments, 
legal  description  of  property,  stipulations,  acknowledg- 
ment, and  dates  of  instrument,  maturity,  filing  and  re- 
cording.  Also  contains  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  1840- 
69,  entry  90.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  mortgagor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  86.   1837- 
67,  hdw.;  1868 — ,  hdw.,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  f m. ,  and 
typed.   640  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 

86.  GENERAL  INDEX  (Mortgagor-Mortgagee),  1837--. 
8  V.  (1  not  labeled,  1-3  mortgagor;  1  not 
labeled,  2-4  mortgagee). 

Index  to  Mortgage  Record  entry  85,  showing  names  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  date  and  amount  of  mortgage, 
legal  description  of  property,  book  and  page  of  entry, 
and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13 
X  3. 

87.  RELEASE  RECORD,  1872—.   28  v.  (1-28). 
Recordation  of  mortgage  releases,  showing  names  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, consideration,  book  and  page  of  entry  of  original 
mortgage,  and  dates  of  instrument  and  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   596  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 

Mortgages  -  Chattel  (See  also  entry  76  (ix)  ) 

88.  (UNRECORDED  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES),  1934—. 
6  f.b.  (A-F). 

Chattel  mortgages,  filed  but  not  recorded,  showing  names 
of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  date  and  amount  of  mortgage, 
description  of  chattel  property,  acknowledgment,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor.   No 
Index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   13  x  10  x  5. 

89.  ABSTRACT  OF  FILED  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES,  1939—. 
1  V.  (1). 

Register  of  filed  chattel  mortgagee,  showing  date  and 
number  of  instrument,  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
description  of  chattels,  amount  of  mortgage,  and  dates 
of  execution,  release,  and  filing.  Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  mortgagor.  No  Index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   580  p. 
18  X  13  X  3. 
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90.  CHATTEL  MORTaA&E  RECORD,  1870--.   49  v.  (A-Z, 
1870-1924;  AA-WW,  1917—).   1840-69  In  Mort- 
gage Record,  entry  85. 

Recordation  of  chattel  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mort- 
gagor and  mortgagee,  date  and  amount  of  mortgage,  rate 
of  interest,  description  of  cV.attels,  and  dates  of  ma- 
turity and  filing.   Also  contains  Chattel  Mortgage  (Ex- 
tension) Record,  1870-1920,  entry  92.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   1870-78,  indexed  alph,  by  names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee;  for  sep.  index,  1879 — ,  see  entry  91. 
1870,  hdw. ;  1871-1913,  hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ; 
1914 — ,  typed  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   580  p.  18  x  13  x  3, 

91.  CHATTEL  MORTOAGE  INDEX,  1879—.   3  v.  (1-3). 
Index  to  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  entry  90,  showing 
date  of  filing,  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  and 
book  and  page  of  entry.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  mort- 
gagor and  mortgagee.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18 
X  13  X  3. 

92.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  (Extension)  RECORD,  1921—. 
1  V.  (DD).   1870-1920  in  Chattel  Mortgage 
Record,  entry  90, 

Recoi?dation  of  chattel  mortgage  extensions,  showing 
names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  description  of  chat- 
tels, period  of  extension,  acknowledgment,  and  date  of 
filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  mortgagee.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   596  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 

93.  INDEX  TO  LIENS  ON  CHATTELS  (Record  of  Liens 
on  Chattels),  1923—.   1  v.  (1). 

Record  of  liens  on  chattels,  showing  names  of  claimant 
and  defendant,  description  of  property,  date  and  amount 
of  lien,  notation  of  release,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  claimant. 
1923-31,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1932—,  typed.   300  p.  18  x 
13  X  2. 

Certificates  of  Levy.  Sale, 
and  Redemption 

94.  SHERIFF'S  CERTIFICATES  OF  LEVY  (Sale  and  Re- 
demption), 1841-1929.   3  f.b.   1837-40,  1930— 
in  Common  Law  Files,  entry  161.  • 

Sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  sale,  and  redemption, 
including  master's  certificates  of  sale  and  redemption, 
showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  sheriff,  and 
court,  dates  and  amounts  of  Judgment,  execution,  and 
fee  bill,  date,  place,  and  amount  of  sale,  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  date  and  number  of  instrument, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   1341-78,  hdw.;  1879-1901,  hdw.  on 
pr.  f m. ;  1902-29,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  f m. ,  and  typed. 
10  X  5  X  14. 

95.  MASTER'S  AND  SHERIFF'S  CERTIFICATES,  1841—. 
3  V.  (1-3).   Title  varies:   Record  of  Sher- 
iff's Certificates  of  Levy,  Sale  and  Re- 
demption, V.  1,  1841-1912. 

Copies  of  master's  and  sheriff's  certificates  of  sale 
and  redemption  and  sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  show- 
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Ing  certificate  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
purchaser,  and  master  or  sheriff,  dates  and  amounts  of 
levy,  sale,  or  redemption,  legal  description  of  property, 
consideration,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of 
certificate.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff. 
1841-1907,  hdw.  ;  1908—,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm. 
566  p.  18  X  13  X  3. 

Bonds  of  Officers 

(See  also  entry  78  (vlll)  ) 

96.  TOWNSHIP  (School)  TREASURERS'  BOND  RECORD, 
1890-96,  1898-1916,  1918-21.   1  v.  (1). 
1897,  1917  in  Miscellaneous  Record,  entry  78. 

Recordation  of  bonds  of  township  school  treasurers, 
showing  names  of  principal,  sureties,  and  school  trus- 
tees, date,  amount,  and  terras  of  bond,  and  date  of  fil- 
ing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph,  by  name 
of  treasurer.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 

Other  Instruments 

97.  REGISTER  OF  FARM  NAMES,  1915--.   1  v.  (1). 
Last  entry  1925. 

Copies  of  farm  name  registration  certificates,  showing 
owner's  name  and  address,  name  and  legal  description 
of  farm,  number  of  acres,  and  date  of  registration. 
Arr.  by  date  of  registration.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   300  p.  17  X  12  X  1. 

98.  SOLDIERS'  DI3CHAR&ES,  1864-65,  1918,  1919. 
2  V.  (A,  1). 

Record  of  army,  navy,  and  marine  discharges,  showing 
name,  age,  occupation,  and  personal  description  of 
veteran,  reason  for  discharge,  dates  and  places  of  en- 
listment and  discharge,  name  of  commanding  officer, 
enlistment  record,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date 
of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  veteran.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   418  p.  18  X  13  X  2  1/2. 

For  subsequent  recordation  of  discharges, 
see  entry  78  (ix). 

99.  STALLION  RECORD,  1888-1917.   2  v.  (1,  1). 
Title  varies:   Certificates  State  Board  of 
Agriculture,  v.  1,  1888-1910. 

Recordation  of  stallion  certificates,  showing  certifi- 
cate and  registration  numbers,  names  of  owner,  examiner, 
and  breeder,  name,  description,  and  date  of  foaling  of 
stallion,  and  dates  of  expiration  of  license  and  filing. 
Also  contains  Stallion  Renewal  Record,  1888-1910,  entry 
100.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  owner.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  17  x  12  x  2. 

For  other  concurrent  and  subsequent  stallion 
certificates,  see  entry  78  (xl). 

100.  STALLION  RENEWAL  RECORD,  1911-17.   1  v.  (A). 
1888-1910  in  Stallion  Record,  entry  99; 
1918 —  in  Miscellaneous  Record,  entry  78. 

Recordation  of  renewals  of  stallion  certificates,  show- 
ing certificate  number,  names  of  owner,  examiner,  and 
breeder,  name  and  description  of  stallion,  date  of  foal- 
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Ing,  and  dates  of  expiration  of  license,  renewal,  and 
filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  owner.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   296  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 

101.  AUDITOR'S  CERTIFICATE  OF  ENTRY,  1826-65.   1  v. 
(1). 

Lists  of  abstracts  of  lands  transmitted  by  state  auditor 
to  coLfnty  clerk  for  lands  previously  not  entered  and  sold, 
and  canal  and  school  lands,  showing  date  of  conveyance, 
name  of  owner,  value,  and  legal  description  of  property. 
Arr.  by  twp. ,  sec,  and  range  nos.   No  index.   Hdw.   300 
p.  17  X  12  X  1. 

102.  SWAMP  RECORD,  1850-57.   1  v. 

Record  of  sales  of  swamp  lands,  showing  name  of  drainage 
commissioner,  legal  description  of  lands  and  parcels 
sold,  date  and  amount  of  sale,  and  name  of  purchaser. 
Arr.  by  twp.,  sec,  and  range  nos.   No  index.   Hdw, 
400  p.  16  1/2  X  10  X  1  1/2. 


Plats 

103.  PLAT  RECORD,  1884—.   2  v.  (1  not  labeled, 
1884-1925;  1,  1893—).   Title  varies:   Sur- 
veyor's Record,  1  v.,  1884-1925.   1829-36 
in  Transcript  Record  (of  Morgan  County 
Records),  entry  79;  1837-83  in  Deed  Record, 
entry  76. 

Recordation  of  plats  of  county  surveyor's  surveys,  show- 
ing section,  township  and  range,  date,  plats  of  survey, 
surveyor's  name,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  twp., 
sec,  and  range  nos.   1884-1892,  no  index;  for  index, 
1893 — ,  see  entry  75.   Hdw.  and  hand-drawn.   300  p.  14 
X  12  X  2  -  27  1/2  X  21  X  3.   1  v.  not  labeled,  1884-1925, 
CO.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

Fees 

104.  REGISTER  OF  RECORDING  FEES,  1905-27.   2  v. 
(C,  D).   1861-1904,  1928—  in  Entry  Book, 
entry  70. 

Register  of  fees  received  for  recordation  of  instruments, 
showing  date,  number,  and  type  of  instrument,  amounts 
earned  and  received,  name  of  payer,  and  amount  of  earn- 
ings previously  reported.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   No 
Index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   638  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 


(Next  entry  105,  p.  164) 

IV.   COUNTY  COURT 


The  county  court  serves  as  the  Judicial  branch  of 
county  government.   This  court  Is  administered  by  the 
county  Judge  who  Is  elected  for  a  four-year  term  by 
the  county  electorate.   Before  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  the  county  Judge  Is  required  to  take  and 
subscribe  to  an  oath  which  he  files  with  the  Secretary 
of  State.   The  compensation  of  the  Cass  county  Judge 
was  originally  set  at  |2.50  per  diem  for  holding  court, 
which  was  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  countv  treasury. ■'■ 
Today,  the  Judge  In  this  county  receives  52,500  per 
annum, 2  The  court  hears  and  determines  matters  In 
which  It  has  original  or  concurrent  Jurisdiction,  In- 
cluding appeals  from  the  Justices  of  the  peace  and 
police  magistrates.^ 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  Cass  County, 
the  powers  of  the  Judiciary  In  all  counties  were  ad- 
ministered only  by  the  Justices  of  the  peace, ^  the 
probate  Justice,^  and  the  circuit  court. °  Later,  a 
civil  and  criminal  court  with  Jurisdiction  coextensive 
with  the  county  lines  was  established  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  of  1848  and  legislation 
of  1849.'   The  court  created  was  the  county  court. 
This  unit  of  county  government  was  established  with 
a  partial  reversion  to  the  dual  function,  administra- 
tive and  Judicial,  of  the  local  Judiciary  In  Illinois 
under  the  Territorial  Laws  prior  to  1818.   The  court 
was  different  from  the  territorial  courts  In  that  Its 
composition  varied  for  each  of  the  two  functions.   The 
Judicial  court  was  administered  by  the  county  Judge, 
who  was  elected  by  the  county  electorate  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor. °  His  original  four-year  tenure 
of  office  has  remained  effective  to  the  present.  As 
the  administrative  body,  the  court  was  made  up  of  the 
county  Judge  and  two  Justices  of  the  peace. - 

Under  the  second  constitution  complete  separation 
of  county  business  powers  from  the  Judicial  could  be 
had  with  the  acceptance  by  the  county  electorate  of 
an  Independent  administrative  body,  the  board  of  super- 
visors, established  under  township  organization. ^0  This 
plan  of  government  was  not  selected  during  this  period, 
and  Cass  was  governed  by  the  dual  county  court  until 
1873  when  the  board  of  county  commissioners  became  suc- 

1.  L.  1849,  p.  62,63. 

2.  L.  1938,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  30. 

3.  L.  1881,  p.  70. 

4.  Const.  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  8;  L.  1819,  p.  192. 

5.  L.  1637,  p.  176,177. 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  380. 

7.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  1,  16;  L.  1849,  p.  62. 

8.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17;  L.  1849,  p.  62,66; 
R.S.  1874,  p.  339;  L.  1933,  p.  451. 

9.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

10.   Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.  1849,  p.  192.202-4; 
L,  1851,  p.  38,  50-52. 
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cessor  to  the  county  court  in  Its  Jurisdiction  over 
county  affairs  and  business.   From  that  date  on,  the 
county  court  has  served  only  as  a  Judicial  court  in 
Cass  County. 

The  county  court  as  established  In  1849  was  vested 
v;lth  the  same  civil  and  criminal  Jurisdiction  as  the 
Justices  of  the  peace.   The  county  Judge  was  made  a  con- 
servator of  the  peace.   He  was  given  the  same  power  and 
authority  as  the  circuit  Judge  in  preserving  order  in 
the  court  and  punishing  contempts  offered  the  court  while 
in  session. ^1   Suits  for  the  sale  of  delinquent  lands  for 
taxes  of  1848,  and  prior  years,  could  be  brought  and 
presented  in  either  the  circuit  or  county  court,  but 
for  taxes  of  subsequent  years,  the  county  court  was  given 
exclusive  original  Jurisdiction. ^2  The  court  also  exer- 
cised Jurisdiction  equal  with  that  of  the  circuit  court 
over  naturalization. ^"5 

In  addition  to  its  civil  and  criminal  Jurisdiction, 
the  court  was  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  Jurisdiction 
in  probate  matters  which  were  vested  prior  to  this  date 
in  the  court  to  the  probate  Justice.   The  court  was  given 
concurrent  Jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  hear- 
ing and  determining  applications  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate  of  deceased  persons  and  for  the  payment  of  debts 
of  the  estate. 14  in  Cass  County  the  county  Judge  has 
served  to  the  present  day  in  an  ex  officio  capacity  as 
Judge  of  the  probate  court. 15 

The  law  Jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  in  Case 
County  is  concurrent  with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in 
that  class  of  cases  wherein  the  Justices  of  the  peace 
has  Jurisdiction  where  the  value  of  the  amount  in  con- 
troversy does  not  exceed  $2,000,16  in  all  cases  of  ap- 
peals from  Justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates, 
and  in  all  criminal  offenses  and  misdemeanors  where  the 
punishment  is  not  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  or 
death. 1"  The  county  court  also  has  original  Jurle- 


11.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

12.  Ibid. .  p.  126. 

13.  2  U.S.  Stat.  155. 

14.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

15.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.  1849,  p.  65; 
Const.  IS^O,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18;  R.S.  1874,  p.  339, 
340;  L.  1953,  p.  449/458. 

16.  Under  the  laws  of  1872  and  the  revised  statutes  of 
1874,  the  Jurisdiction  v;as  in  cases  wherein  the 
amount  involved  did  not  exceed  |500  (L.  1871-72, 
p.  325;  R.S.  1874,  p.  339,340).   Legislation  en- 
acted in  1933  extended  the  Jurisdiction  to  $2,000 
(L.  1933,  p.  452),  but  a  later  amendment  of  the 
same  session,  passed  June  21,  1933,  placed  the 
Jurisdiction  in  cases  where  the  amount  involved 

is  not  over  3l,000  (ibid.,  p.  449).   In  1939,  Juris- 
diction was  again  extended  to  $2,000  (L.  1939,  p. 
492). 

17.  R.S.  1874,  p.  340;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L.  1895,  p.  212, 
223;  L.  1933,  p.  449-51. 
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diction  In  matters  relating  to  indigent  mothers, 19  and 
Jurisdiction  over  insane  persons  not  charged  with  crime, ^^ 

The  county  and  circuit  courts  have  original  Juris- 
diction in  cases  of  Juvenile  offenders.   This  Juris- 
diction is  over  matters  dealing  with  dependent,  neglected, 
and  delinquent  children.   The  authority  includes  pro- 
vision for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption, 
and  guardianship  of  such  children. 20 

In  1899,  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  by 
the  court  of  a  Juvenile  probation  officer  to  serve 
without  compensation  from  the  public  treasury  and  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  court. 21  In  1907  an  amendment  to 
this  act  authorized  the  court  to  allow  compensation  to 
such  officers  in  a  sum  to  be  set  by  the  county  board, 
but  the  power  of  the  court  to  appoint  probation  officers 
to  serve  without  pay  was  in  no  way  abridged  by  this 
legislation. 22  An  amendment  of  1925  provided  that  if 
more  than  one  probation  officer  were  appointed,  one  was 
to  be  designated  as  chief  probation  officer.   To  be 
eligible  for  the  position  of  chief  probation  officer, 
the  candidate  was  required  to  have  had  experience  in 
social  welfare  work  equivalent  to  one  year  spent  in 
active  practical  welfare  work.   Minimum  rates,  based 
upon  population,  were  established  for  the  compensation 
of  these  officers,  the  county  board  to  fix  the  amount. 
Where  a  county  had  only  one  probation  officer,  the 
salary  rates  were  made  to  apply  to  that  individual. 
The  court,  however,  retains  the  power  to  appoint  pro- 
bation officers  to  serve  without  pay. 23  For  Cass  County, 
and  others  with  a  population  not  exceeding  25,000,24 
the  rate  is  set  at  a  sum  of  $50  a  year  for  each  1,000 
inhabitants,  but  not  to  exceed  $900  annually. 

The  officer  under  consideration  makes  investigation 
on  order  of  the  court  and  takes  charge  of  the  child  be- 
fore and  after  trial.   He  is  required  to  be  present  at 
the  court  hearings  in  order  that  he  may  represent  the 
Interest  of  the  child.   This  officer  also  furnishes  in- 
formation and  assistance  as  required  by  the  court. 25 

Upon  petition  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court 
for  the  removal  of  a  neglected  or  dependent  child  from 
the  custody  of  its  parents  or  guardian,  process  is  is- 
sued for  appearance.   The  summons  may  be  served  by  the 
sheriff  or  the  duly  appointed  probation  off leer. 26 

18.  L.  .1913,  p.  127;  L.  1915,  p.  243;  L.  1921,  p.  162- 
64;  L.  1935,  D.  256-59. 

19.  L.  1869,  p.  366;  R.S.  1874,  p.  685. 

20.  L.  1899,  p.  131-37;  L.  1901,  p.  141-44;  L.  1905, 
p.  152-56;  L.  1907,  p.  70-78. 

21.  L.  1899,  D.  133. 

22.  L.  1907,  p.  69,70. 

23.  L.  1925,  p.  187,188. 

24.  The  population- of  Cass  County  is  listed  as  16,410, 
according  to  1940  preliminary  census  figures. 

25.  L.  1899,  p.  133;  L.  1925,  d.  187,138. 

26.  L.  1899,  p.  132,133;  L.  1905,  p.  153,154;  L.  1907, 
p.  72,73. 
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At  any  time  after  the  filing  of  the  petition  and 
pending  the  final  disposition,  the  court  may  allow  the 
child  to  remain  In  the  possession  of  Its  custodian,  or 
In  its  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  probation 
officer;  or  the  child  may  be  ordered  Into  the  custody 
of  the  probation  officer. 2"  If  upon  hearing  the  case 
the  court  finds  the  child  to  be  dependent  or  neglected, 
the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  association  or 
institution,  or  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  his  home 
subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  probation  officer. 2o 
In  a  similar  fashion  the  probation  officer  for  adults, 
an  appointee  of  the  circuit  court,  assists  the  county 
court  in  the  administration  of  Justice  among  adult 
violators. 29 

In  cases  of  delinquency,  if  the  court  finds  any 
child  to  be  delinquent,  the  court  may  commit  the  child 
to  an  institution  or  to  the  custody  of  the  probation 
officer.   The  court  may  upon  its  discretion,  send  Juve- 
nile offenders  and  vagrants  to  the  state  reform  school 
rather  than  to  the  county  Jall."^^ 

Another  probation  officer,  an  appointee  of  the 
county  court,  assists  the  court  in  mothers'  pension 
cases.   The  state  and  county  funds  for  indigent  mothers 
and  their  children  are  administered  by  the  county  court, 
its  appointed  probation  officers,  the  county  board  with 
the  assistance  of  the  county  clerk,  the  county  treasurer, 
and  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare.   The  county 
court,  however,  is  given  original  Jurisdiction  in  these 
matters. '^^ 

A  mother  whose  husband  is  dead  or  incapacitated  or 
who  is  abandoned  by  her  husband,  is  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund  when  she  is  in 
need.   Such  mother  may  file  an  application  with  the 
county  court  for  relief.   The  case  of  the  applicant  is 
then  Investigated  by  the  probation  officer  under  the 
direction  of  the  court. "^^  A  report  and  recommendation 
of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  such  application  is 
then  made  by  this  officer  of  the  court.   If  the  appli- 
cation is  approved,  the  probation  officer  or  other 
person  may  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  a  written 
petition  verified  by  affidavit  setting  forth  the  facts 
giving  the  court  Jurisdiction  and  other  facts,  upon 
which  an  order  for  relief  is  entered.   Upon  receipt  of 
the  petition,  a  summons  is  issued  to  the  mother  and  the 
county  board  for  appearance.   The  usual  procedure  is 
for  the  board  to  make  a  written  appearance.   Upon  the 
hearing  in  court,  the  court  may  make  an  order  upon  the 


27.  Ibid.,  p.  74. 

28.  L.  1923,  p.  180,181. 

29.  L.  1911,  p.  280-82. 

30.  L.  1907,  p.  75. 

31.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1915,  p.  243-45;  L.  1921, 
p.  162-64;  L.  1935,  p. '256-59. 

32.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1915  p.  244;  L.  1935,  p. 
256-59. 
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county  board  to  pay  monthly  such  money  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  child  or  children 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law.^^^ 

To  carry  out  this  procedure,  the  county  court  ap- 
points the  probation  officer  who  serves  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  court  and  is  compensated  for  his  ser- 
vices by  the  county  in  such  amount  as  determined  by  the 
county  board.  As  noted  above,  this  officer  is  required 
to  investigate  all  applications  for  relief  and  make  a 
written  report  to  the  court.   In  addition  to  this  duty, 
the  probation  officer  makes  quarterly  visits  and  super- 
vises, under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  families 
to  which  such  assistance  has  been  granted. "^^ 

The  county  board  annually  levies  a  tax  on  all  tax- 
able property  to  provide  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund. 
The  levy  is  made  not  in  excess  oif^two  fifths  of  one 
mill  on  a  dollar  in  Cass  County.""^  In  addition,  the 
G-eneral  Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  makes  appropria- 
tions to  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  the 
funds,  in  turn,  being  distributed  to  the  several  coun- 
ties to  supplement  the  pension  fund.   To  become  entitled 
to  the  state  appropriations,  the  county  must  meet  the 
standards  of  administration  set  by  the  state  agency. 
The  county  treasurer  certifies  to  the  state  department 
an  itemized  statement,  attested  by  the  county  clerk,  of 
the  money  pdid  out  during  each  quarter  in  accordance 
with  the  legislative  provisions  for  this  pension  and 
also  certifies  annually  the  total  assessed  valuation 
and  amount  of  goney  raised  by  tax  levy  for  the  mothers' 
pension  fund.*^" 

Jurisdiction  in  the  election  procedure  is  vested 
variously  in  the  county  board,  the  county  court,  and 
the  county  clerk.   In  the  event  that  any  city,  village, 
or  incorporated  town  adopts  the  City  Election  Act  the 
county  Judge  appoints  a  board  of  three  election  com- 
missioners to  have  charge  of  elections  in  that  political 
unit.   Only  one  such  boaI^i,  however,  is  appointed  in  each 
county.   This  board  has  Jurisdiction  over  elections  in 
all  cities,  villages,  or  incorporated  towns  which  may 
adopt  the  act.'^'^  Otherwise,  Jurisdiction  is  vested  in 
the  county  board,  county  court,  and  county  clerk.   The 
county  court  has  original  Jurisdiction  in  election  con- 
tests for  certain  county,  district,  and  township  of- 
fices.^8 

Aiding  in  the  settlement  of  questions  arising  in 


33.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1935,  p.  257-59. 

34.  L.  1913,  p.  129.130;  L.  1935.  p.  258. 

35.  L.  1919,  p.  780,781;  L.  1927,  p.  196,197;  L.  1928, 
First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  3,4;  L.  1933,  p.  194,195. 

36.  L.  1935,  p.  259. 

37.  L.  1885.  p.  147-49;  L.  1899,  p.  163-65;  L.  1917, 
p.  445,446;  L.  1929,  p.  339;  L.  1933,  p.  534;  L. 
1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  35. 

38.  L.  1871-72,  p.  396. 


County  Court  161 

the  course  of  the  election  procedure  Is  the  county  of- 
ficers' electoral  board.   This  body  consists  of  the 
county  judge  as  chairman,  the  county  clerk,  and  the 
state's  attorney. 39 

The  several  nomination  papers  for  county  offices 
are  filed  with  the  county  clerk  and  are  considered 
valid  unless  objections  are  made  within  five  days  after 
the  last  day  for  filing  such  papers.   Objections  to 
nominations  are  made  to  the  county  officers  electoral 
board  for  any  office  of  the  county,  park  district,  or 
other  division  coterminous  with  or  less  than  the  county 
and  other  than  a  city,  village,  Incorporated  town,  or 
township. "^0  The  objector's  petition  Is  filed  with  the 
county  clerk  who  presents  the  same,  together  with  the 
nomination  papers  or  certificate,  before  the  electoral 
board. "^l  The  petition  contains  the  objector's  name  and 
residence,  the  nature  of  the  objection,  the  interest  of 
the  objector,  and  the  relief  sought  of  the  board. ^^  a 
notice  of  the  hearing  Is  sent  to  the  candidate.   Upon 
hearing  the  objections,  the  board  renders  a  final  de- 
cision by  majority  vote.   In  the  event  the  candidate 
whose  nomination  is  protested  is  a  member  of  the 
electoral  board,  the  circuit  Judge  is  required  to  fill 
his  place. *3 

Jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  court  to  hear 
and  determine  all  questions  relative  to  taxes  or  gifts, 
legacies  and  Inheritance. •**  The  act  granting  this 
Jurisdiction  is  generally  known  as  the  "Inheritance  Tax 
Law."  Originally,  the  state's  attorney  was  charged  with 
the  duty  of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  this  law, 45 
however,  since  1913  these  duties  have  been  performed  by 
the  Attorney  General. "^o  Under  that  law  the  county  Judge 
and  county  clerk  are  each  required  every  three  months  to 
make  a  statement  in  writing  to  the  county  treasurer  of 
the  property  from  which  or  the  party  from  whom  he  has 
reason  to  believe  a  tax  under  this  act  is  due  and  unpaid. 
^'   The  county  treasurer  is  required  to  collect  and  pay 
to  the  State  Treasurer  all  taxes  that  may  be  due  and 
payable  under  the  act.^^ 

Under  an  act  of  1933,  housing  corporations  may  be 
organized  in  Illinois  for  the  express  purpose  of  im- 
proving housing  conditions. 4=^  Such  corporations  are 
subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  State 


39.  L.  1891,  p.  110,111;  L.  1933,  p.  552. 

40.  L.  1891,  p.  110,111;  L.  1929,  p.  394. 

41.  L.  1891,  p.  Ill;  L.  1929,  p.  394;  L.  1933,  p.  552. 

42.  L.  1929,  p.  394,395. 

43.  L.  1933,  p.  552. 

44.  L.  1895,  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  318. 

45.  L.  1895,  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  319. 

46.  L.  1913,  p.  615,616;  L.  1935,  p.  1179,1180. 

47.  L.  1895,  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  319;  L.  1913,  p.  516. 

48.  L.  1895,  p.  307;  L.  1909,  p.  319;  L.  1913,  p.  516. 

49.  L.  1933,  p.  396-415;  L.  1933-34,  Third  3p.  Sess., 
p.  167-74. 
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Housing  Board.   This  state  agency  has  authority,  after 
Investigations  and  public  hearings,  to  approve  the  ac- 
cjulsltlon  of  property  and  construction  of  housing  pro- 
jects.  If  the  State  Housing  Board  approves  a  project 
over  the  objections  of  a  ten  per  cent  of  the  property 
owners  within  a  mile,  but  not  Included  In  the  project, 
It  must  then  file  an  application  with  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court  to  be  submitted  to  the  Judge  of  the  county 
court  for  the  confirmation  of  Its  approval.   Such  ap- 
plication Is  to  contain  copies  of  the  findings  and 
order  of  the  board,  transcript  of  testimony,  descrip- 
tion of  the  project  and  public  spaces,  statement  of 
location,  and  reasons  for  approval  by  the  board.   The 
objectors  to  the  project  may  file  objections  In  the 
county  court  to  the  confirmation  of  such  a  project. 
The  county  Judge  then  examines  the  application,  ob- 
jections, and  any  additional  evidence  before  render- 
lug  a  decision  of  "approved"  or  "not  approved"  on  the 
application. °^ 

Appeals  from  the  Judgments  and  decisions  of  the 
county  court  may  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court. ^^  To 
the  appellate  court  or  Supreme  Court  may  be  taken  and 
prosecuted  appeals  and  writs  of  error  In  proceedings 
for  the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes  and  special  assessments, 
In  all  common  law  and  attachment  cases,  and  In  cases  of 
forcible  detainer  and  forcible  entry  and  detainer.   Such 
appeals  and  writs  of  error  are,  when  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided, taken  and  prosecuted  In  the  same  manner  as  ap- 
peals and  writs  of  error  from  the  circuit  court*^^ 

The  records  of  the  county  court  are  kept  by  the 
clerk.   In  Cass  County  the  county  clerk  Is  clerk  ex 
officio  of  the  county  court.   In  addition  to  the  stat- 
utory records  described  below,  the  clerk  necessarily 
maintains  others  In  effecting  the  court's  orders. ^'^ 

For  the  court  the  clerk  keeps  the  following  records: 

1.  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  Judg- 
ments of  the  court  with  alphabetical  Indexes 
by  names  of  parties.   Proceedings  are  re- 
corded at  length  only  In  cases  designated 
by  law  or  when  the  court,  at  the  motion  and 
assumption  of  expenses  by  one  of  the  parties, 
so  orders.   In  practice,  the  court  record 
has  been  broken  down  from  an  early  date 

Into  segregated  types  of  proceedings  and 
Judgments. 

2.  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records" 


50.  L.  1933,  p.  396-415;  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess., 
p.  167-74. 

51.  L.  1933,  p.  396. 

52.  R.5.  1374,  p.  339;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L.  1831,  p.  56. 

53.  The  form  which  such  records  take  Is  generally  deter- 
mined by  court  order  (L.  1949,  p.  66;  R. 3.  1874, 

p.  262,263). 
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and  "Defendant-Plaintiff  Index  to  Court 
Records,"  intended  to  be  separate  records, 
but  frequently  combined  in  a  single  volume 
with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each 
volume. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  suits  are 
entered  in  the  order  they  are  commenced. 

4.  A  Judgment  and  execution  docket  containing 
a  column  for  the  entry  of  satisfaction  or 
other  disposition.   In  practice,  an  execu- 
tion docket  is  frequently  set  up  independ- 
ently. 

5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the 
clerk's.  Judge's  and  bar  docket.   In  prac- 
tice, the  bar  docket  has  tended  to  drop 
out  of  use. 54 

6.  A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to 
be  entered  under  the  proper  title  of  the 
cause.   In  practice,  separate  series  of 
volumes  are  maintained  under  these  titles 
of  causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from 
Justices'  courts,  dockets  thereof,  and 
transcripts  of  Judgment  for  liens,  etc., 
from  Justices'  courts. 

8.  Naturalization  records  including  petitions, 
proceedings,  final  certificates,  etc.   The 
county  courts  in  Illinois  prior  to  1906 
met  the  requirement  of  Federal  statuses 

to  exercise  naturalization  Jurisdiction.  '^ 

9.  Original  documents  used  In  court  hearings 
and  determinations;  of  particular  impor- 
tance in  the  large  number  of  cases  where 
complete  proceedings  are  not  spread  on 
court  record. 56 

10.   Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county 
Jail  containing  a  list  of  all  prisoners  in 
his  custody  and  showing  the  cause  of  com- 
mitment and  names  of  persons  by  whom  com- 
mitted.5? 

54.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to 
county  courts,  subject  to  rules  promulgated  by  the 
Supreme  Court  and  not  inconsistent  with  statutory 
requirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  regulating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said 
court  (L.  1933,  p.  786). 

55.  2  U.S.  Stat.  153;  U.S.R.S.   1789-1874,  p.  373. 

56.  R.S.  1845,  p.  323,324.  414,418,419;  L.  1865,  p.  79, 
80;  L.  1371-72,  p.  325;  R.S.  1374,  p.  262,263;  U.S. 
R.S.  1789-1374,  p.  373-80;  34  U.S.  Stat.  596-607; 
44  U.S.  Stat.  709,710. 

57.  R.S.  1374.  p.  617;  L.  1933.  p.  678. 
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Proceedings  of  Court 

105.    (COMMON  AND  CRIMINAL  LAW  CASE  FILES),  1837—. 

In  (County  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  Files), 

entry  66. 
Documents  In  county  court  common  and  criminal  law  cases, 
including  adoption  cases,  1872 — ;  drainage  and  levee  as- 
sessment cases,  1874 — ;  insolvency  cases,  1870-88;  feeble- 
minded cases,  1916 — ;  Insanity  cases,  1855 — ;  naturali- 
zation cases,  1856-1910;  dependent  and  delinquent  cases, 
1854-1936;  street  improvement  assessment  cases,  1900 — ; 
and  railroad  suits,  1853-89;  these  documents  include  at- 
tachments, summonses,  subpoenas,  pleas,  warrants,  affi- 
davits, depositions,  commitments,  stipulations,  answers, 
replications,  appeals,  Jury  lists,  instructions,  and  ver- 
dicts, appeals  and  transcripts  from  Justice  of  peace 
courts,  exhibits,  court  orders,  petitions,  plats,  as- 
sessment rolls,  entries  of  appearance,  proofs  of  mailing, 
objections  to  assessments,  copies  of  ordinances,  declara- 
tions of  Intention,  petitions  and  final  certificates  of 
citizenship,  writs  of  inquisition,  findings  of  Jury  and 
Insanity  commissions,  condemnation  orders,  tax  levies, 
reports  of  commissions,  petitions  and  orders  of  adoption, 
discharges,  appeal  bonds,  fee  bills,  schedules  of  real 
and  personal  property,  indentures  of  apprentices,  in- 
dictments, witness  affidavits,  appeal,  recognizance, 
and  bail  bond,  orders  releasing  bondsmen,  and  village 
and  township  organization  papers.   For  index,  see  entry 
1.   Hdw. ,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fra. 

106.  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD,  1872—.   5  v.  (1-5). 
Title  varies:  Probate  Court  Record,  v.  3, 
1910-30. 

Record  of  common  law  and  criminal  cases,  including  de- 
fault, confession  of  Judgment,  adoption,  dependency,  de- 
linquency, and  probation  cases,  showing  date,  number 
and  nature  of  case,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  attorneys,  proceedings,  and  court  orders.   Also 
contains  Recognizance  Record,  1872-83,  1890 — ,  entry 
108;  Insajilty  Record,  1884-92,  entry  110,   Arr.  by 
date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant.   1872-1909,  hdw.;  1910—,  typed.   640 
p.  18  X  15  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

107.  ASSIGNMENT  RECORD,  1878-88.   X  v.  (A). 
1841-77  in  Probate  Court  Record,  entry 
132;  1889 —  in  Miscellaneous  Record, 
entry  67. 

Record  of  assignments  of  lands,  chattels,  and  effects 
to  be  sold  and  disposed  for  benefit  and  use  of  creditors, 
showing  cate  of  assignment,  names  of  debtors  and  as- 
signee, date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  assignee's 
bond.  Inventory  and  valuation  of  real  and  personal 
property,  list  of  articles  exempt  by  law,  names  and 
addresses  of  creditors,  amounts  of  claims,  and  report 
of  assets  of  debtor  against  claims  of  creditor.   Arr. 
by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  assignor. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   422  p.  18  x  13  x  2  1/2.   co.  elk.  's 
off.,  1st  fl. 
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Dockets  165  (108-113) 

108.  RECOGNIZANCE  RECORD,  1884-89.   1  v.  (1). 
1872-83,  1890 —  In  County  Court  Record, 
entry  106. 

Copies  of  recognizance  bonds,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  terms 
of  bond,  nature  of  crime,  and  certification  of  sheriff. 
Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   416  p.  18  x  12  1/2  x  2.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

109.  INSANE  FILES,  1892--.   8  f.b. 

Documents  in  insanity  cases,  including  writs  of  inqui- 
sition, petitions,  reports  of  insanity  commissions. 
Jury  verdicts,  and  decrees  of  commitment  or  discharge. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  patient.   No  index.   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.  and  typed.   10  x  4  1/2  x  13.   Co.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

110.  INSANITY  RECORD,  1893—.   3  v.  (B,  D,  E). 
1855-83  in  Probate  Court  Record  ,  entry  132; 
1884-92  in  County  Court  Record,  entry  106. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  insanity  cases,  showing  date  of 
case,  names  of  alleged  insane,  petitioner,  Judge,  clerk, 
sheriff,  v;itnesses,  and  members  of  Jury  or  commission, 
findings  of  Jury  or  commission,  and  orders  of  court. 
Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  alleged 
insane  person.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   296  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

111.  PAVING  BEARDSTOWN  DISTRICTS,  1900-1925. 
4  f.b.  (56,  138,  139,  1900-1S18;  1  not 
labeled,  1907-25). 

Beardstown  paving  district  documents,  including  peti- 
tions, affidavits,  ordinances,  engineers'  and  commis- 
sioners' reports,  estimates,  bids,  contracts,  tax 
levies,  special  assessments,  contractors'  and  paving 
district  commissioners'  bonds,  and  court  orders.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   For  index,  see  entry  1.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.  and  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  4  1/2  x  13.   Co.  clk.'s 
off.,  Ist  fl. 

112.  (INHERITANCE  TAX  RECORD),  1910—.   1  v. 
Recoixi  of  Inheritance  tax  cases,  showing  date  of  case, 
names  of  estate  and  heirs,  relationship  of  heirs  to  de- 
cedent, amount  bequeathed  each  heir,  valuation  by  ap- 
praiser, and  rate  and  amount  of  tax.   Arr.  by  date  of 
case.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   100  p.  18  x  11 
X  1/2.   Strm. ,  bsmt. 


Dockets 

Court  Dockets 

113.   JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1850—.   3  v.  (1  not  la- 
beled, 1850-68;  A,  1857-63;  1,  1872—). 
Missing:   1869-71. 
Docket  of  Judgments,  showing  case  number,  terra  date, 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant-,  type  of  action,  a- 
mounts  of  debt,  damages,  and  costs,  and  court  orders. 
Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defend- 


County  Court 
(114-119)  166  DocltetB 

ant.   1850-56,  hdw. ;  1857 — ,  hdw.  and  hdw,  under  pr. 
hdgs.   560  p.  18  X  12  l/2x  2  1/2.   Co.  elk's  off., 

Ist  fl. 

114.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1850—.   3  v.  (2  not  la- 
beled, 1).   Missing:   1869-71.   Title 
varies:   Execution  Book,  2  v.,  1850-68. 

Docket  of  executions  of  Judgment,  showing  date  and  number 
of  execution,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  and 
amounts  of  Judgment  and  costs,  and  dates  of  delivery  and 
return.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   1850-71,  no  Index; 
1872--,  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   1850-68, 
hdw.;  1872—,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   440  -  624  p.  15  1/2 
X  11  X  2  -  18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

115.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  LAW  AND  CRIMINAL,  1870—.  4  v. 
(1-3,  1  not  labeled).  Title  varies:  Judge's 
Docket,  V.  1-3,  1870-1937. 

Judge's  docket  of  county  court  cases,  showing  date  and 
number  of  ease,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  type 
of  action,  and  abstract  of  proceedings.  Also  contains 
Docket  of  Fines,  1897 — ,  entry  120.  Arr.  by  date  of 
case.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   636  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

116.  INSANITY  DOCKET,  1893--.   3  v.  (1  not  la- 
beled, 2,  3). 

Docket  of  Insanity  cases,  showing  date  of  case,  names  of 
alleged  Insane  person,  petitioner,  and  witnesses,  find- 
ings of  Jury  or  commission,  and  court  order.   Arr.  by 
date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  patient.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   289  p.  18  x  12  1/2  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

117.  INHERITANCE  TAX  DOCKET,  1910—.   1  v.  (2). 
1908-9  In  Judge's  Probate  Docket,  entry  156. 

Docket  of  Inheritance  tax  cases,  showing  date  and  number 
of  case,  names  of  estate  and  heirs,  relationship  of  heir 
to  decedent,  property  exemptions,  and  amount  of  tax  as- 
sessment.  Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  estate.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   444  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

118.  DOCKET  AND  RECORD  OF  PROCEEDINGS  FEEBLE- 
MINDEDNESS, 1916—.   1  V.  (1). 

Docket  and  record  of  proceedings  of  eases  of  feeble-minded 
persons,  showing  names  of  patients,  petitioner,  Judge, 
and  witnesses,  history  of  case,  and  dates  and  notations 
of  court  orders.   Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph. 
by  naune  of  patient.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   294  p. 
18  X  13  X  1  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  iBt  fl. 

119.  CLERK'S  DOCKET,  1872-97.   2  v.  (1,  2). 
County  clerk's  docket  of  county  and  probate  court  cases, 
showing  date  and  number  of  case,  names  of  plaintiff,  de- 
fendant, and  attorneys,  and  date,  and  notation  of  pro- 
ceedings.  Arr.  by  date  of  case.   No  index.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   316  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   V.  1,  1872-81,  eo.  clk.'s 
off.   let  fl.:  V.  2.  1882-97,  strm. ,  bsmt. 
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120.   DOCKET  OF  FINES,  1872-96.   1  v.   (1).   1897— 
in  Judge's  Docket  Law  and  Criminal,  entry 
115. 
Docket  of  fines,  showing  terra  date,  name  of  defendant, 
amount  of  fine,  amount  collected,  total  receipts  and 
credits,  and  balance  due  county.   Arr.  by  date  of  fine. 
No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   332  p.  18  x  15  x  2.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 
Justice  and  Magistrate  Dockets 

121.  JUSTICE  OF  PEACE  DOCKETS,  1849-1934.   107  v. 
Dockets  of  cases  In  Justice  of  peace  courts,  returned  to 
county  clerk  at  death  or  retirement  of  Justice,  showing 
date,  number,  and  nature  of  case,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  Justice  of  peace,  and  dates  and  notation 
of  proceedings  and  order;  also  Includes  record  of  chat- 
tel mortgages  filed  with  Justice  of  peace.   Arr.  by  date 
of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff  or  mort- 
gagor.  1849-73,  hdw. ;  1874-1934,  hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   140  -  300  p.  9  X  14  X  1  1/2  -  10  x  14  x  3.   82  v., 
1849-1920,  strm.,  bsmt. ;  25  v.,  1921-34,  co.  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

122.  POLICE  MAGISTRATE  DOCKET,  1896-1910.   2  v. 
Docket  of  cases  In  police  magistrate  courts,  showing 
date,  number,  and  nature  of  case,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  witnesses,  and  magistrate,  proceedings,  and 
court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  plaintiff.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   294  p.  14  x  9  x  1. 
Strm.,  bsmt. 

Fee  Books 

123.  COMMON  LAW  FEE  BOOK,  1872—.  4  v.  (1-4). 
Title  varies:  Fee  Book,  v.  1,  1872-1911; 
County  Court  Insane  and  Miscellaneous  Fee 
Book,  V.  2,  3,  1912-36. 

Record  of  fees  charged,  collected,  and  disbursed  In 
county  court  common  law,  criminal,  and  Insanity  cases, 
showing  term  date,  case  number,  type  of  action,  names 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  dates,  amounts  and 
purposes  of  fees  charged,  collected,  and  disbursed. 
Also  contains  Fee  Book  Default,  1912 — ,  entry  124. 
Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   625  p.  18  x 
13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

124.  FEE  BOOK  DEFAULT,  1872-1911.   1  v.   (1). 
1912 —  in  Common  Law  Fee  Book,  entry  123. 

Record  of  fees  charged,  collected,  and  disbursed  In 
default  Judgment  cases,  showing  term  date,  case  number, 
type  of  action,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and 
dates,  amounts,  and  purposes  of  fees  charged,  collected, 
and  disbursed.  Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  plaintiff.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   432  p.  18  x 
13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Juvenile  Probation 

125.  (PROBATION  REPORTS  AND  RECORDS),  1907-1938 
11  f.b.  (1  not  labeled,  42,  103,  104,122, 
123,  125,  185-187,  193). 

Documents  In  Juvenile  probationers'  cases  including 
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pleas  and  petitions  for  probation,  Investigations,  pro- 
bation officer's  reports  to  county  court,  and  recom- 
mendations for  discharge.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   For 
index,  see  entry  1.   Hdw. ,  typed,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
5  X  10  X  9.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 


Naturalization 
(See  also  entry  105) 

126.  (NATURALIZATION  FILES),  1856-1906.   4  f.b. 
(104,  140,  144,  145). 

Documents  In  naturalization  cases  Including  declarations 
of  Intention,  petitions  for  final  papers,  final  oaths, 
and  final  certificates  of  naturalization.   Arr.  by  date 
of  declaration  of  Intention.   No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
10  X  4  1/2  X  13.   Co.  elk. «8  off.,  1st  fl. 

127.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  (Declaration  of  Inten- 
tion), 1860-1906.   2  V.  (A,  B). 

Record  of  declarations  of  Intention,  showing  name  and 
nativity  of  alien,  renunciation  of  allegiance  to  for- 
eign power,  and  dates  of  declaration  and  filing.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  alien. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   570  p.  17  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off., 
let  fl. 

128.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  ADULT,  1860-1906.   3  v. 
(A,  B,  B). 

Record  of  petitions  and  final  certificates  of  naturali- 
zation, showing  names  of  alien  and  witnesses,  dates  of 
petition,  oath,  final  certificate,  and  entry  Into  the 
United  States,  final  oath  of  allegiance,  court  order 
of  admittance  to  citizenship,  acknowledgment,  and  sig- 
nature of  clerk.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  alien.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  13  x 
13  X  2  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  let  fl. 

129.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  MINORS  (Final),  1860- 
1906.   2  V.  (A,  B). 

Record  of  petitions  and  final  certificates  of  naturali- 
zation, showing  names  of  minor  alien  and  witnesses, 
dates  of  petition,  final  certificate,  oath,  and  entry 
into  the  United  States,  final  oath  of  allegiance,  court 
order  of  admittance  to  citizenship,  acknowledgment,  and 
signature  of  clerk.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  alien.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   440  -  570  p. 
18  y  is'x  2  -  18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off..  Ist  fl. 

130.   NATURALIZATION  RECORD  SOLDIERS,  1865-1906. 
1  V.  (A).   Last  entry  1886. 
Record  of  soldiers'  petitions  and  final  certificates  of 
naturalization,  showing  date,  names  of  soldier  and  wit- 
nesses, dates  of  petition,  final  certificate,  oath,  and 
entry  into  the  United  States,  final  oath  of  allegiance, 
court  order  of  admittance  to  citizenship,  acknowledgment, 
and  signature  of  clerk.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  soldier.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   420  p. 
18  X  13  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  131,  p.  172) 
V.   PROBATE  COURT 


Jurisdiction  In  probate  matters  In  Cass  County  was 
vested  In  a  separate  probate  court  from  the  organization 
of  the  county,  in  1837,  until  1849.   From  1837  to  1849, 
probate  court  was  held  by  a  probate  Justice  of  the  peace 
who  was  elected  by  the  county  electorate  for  a  two-year 
term,  with  a  four-year  term  effective  In  1839,^  The  term 
was  reduced  In  1847  to  two  years. ^  The  Jurisdiction  of 
the  probate  court  was  transferred  to  the  newly  created 
county  court  In  1849.'^  The  Cass  county  court  has  re- 
tained probate  Jurisdiction  from  that  date  to  th©  pres- 
ent.* 

As  enunciated  by  the  present  constitution  and  sub- 
sequent legislation,  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court  ex- 
tends to  all  probate  matters,  the  settlement  of  estates 
of  deceased  persons,  the  appointment  of  guardians  and 
conservators  and  settlement  of  their  accounts,  all 
matters  relating  to  apprentices,  and  cases  of  sales  of 
real  estate  of  deceased  persons  for  payment  of  debts. ° 

Appeals  may  be  taken  from  the  final  orders,  Judg- 
ments and  decrees  of  the  probate  court  to  the  circuit 
court  of  the  county  except  in  proceedings  in  applica- 
tions of  executors,  administrators,  guardians,  and  con- 
servators for  the  sale  of  real  estate.   The  appellant 
must  give  bond  and  security  in  such  amount  and  upon 
such  condition  as  the  court  shall  require. ° 

Aiding  the  court  in  its  Jurisdiction  over  the  ad- 
ministration of  Intestate  estates  and  the  guai^iianship 
of  minors,  are  the  public  administrator  and  the  public 
guardian.   Each  officer  is  appointed  quadrennially  by 
the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
The  public  administrator  and  public  guardian  are  re- 
quired to  enter  into  bonds  set  and  approved  by  the 
court  in  sums  not  less  than  $5,000."  Their  duties  are 
performed  under  the  direction  and  orders  of  the  court. 
The  records  that  result  from  their  prescribed  duties 
appear  among  the  records  of  the  court  with  those  of 
other  administrators,  executors,  and  guardians. 

When  there  is  no  relative  or  creditor  who  will 
administer  an  intestate  estate,  the  court  commits  the 
administration  to  the  public  administrator  upon  appll- 


1.  L.  1836-37,  p.  176.   From  1321  to  1837  probate 
court  was  held  by  a  probate  Judge  (L.  1821,  p.  119) 

2.  L.  1845,  p.  28;  effective  in  1847. 

3.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

4.  R.3.  1874,  p.  339,340;  L.  1933,  p.  449,458. 

5.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.  1877,  p.  BO. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  81. 

7.  L.  1325,  p.  70-72;  R.L.  1329,  p.  208;  R.L.  1833, 
p.  627,623;  R.3.  1845,  p.  548;  L.  1871-72;  p.  89; 
L.  1881,  p.  3;  L.  1889,  p.  165. 
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cation  of  any  person  Interested  In  the  estate.^  If  a 
widow,  next  of  kin,  or  creditor  of  the  deceased  appears 
within  six  months  after  the  administration  Is  granted 
to  the  Dubllc  administrator,  the  court  then  revokes  its 
grant  of  administration  to  the  public  administrator 
and  orders  letters  of  administration  granted  to  such 
person  Interested  in  the  estate.   If,  after  all  debts 
and  charges  against  the  estate  which  have  been  pre- 
sented within  two  years  after  the  administration  of 
the  estate  was  committed  to  such  public  administrator 
are  fully  paid,  any  balance  of  Intestate  estate  remains, 
tne  administrator  causes  a  notice  to  be  published  re- 
quiring persons  still  having  claims  against  the  estate 
to  present  them  to  the  county  court  within  six  months. 
If  no  claims  are  presented,  the  balance  is  paid  into 
the  county  treasury  upon  the  expiration  of  the  six- 
month  period,  the  county  remaining  answerable  to  any 
future  claims.^ 

As  already  noted,  the  court  has  authority  to  ap- 
point guardians  of  minor  heirs  of  deceased  persons. 
In  cases  where  the  minor  is  under  fourteen  years  of 
age  the  court  appoints  his  guardian.   When  the  minor 
Is  over  fourteen  he  may  nominate  his  own  guardian, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  court. 10  Under  the 
direction  of  the  court,  the  guardian  is  responsible 
for  the  custody,  nurture,  and  tuition  of  his  ward  and 
the  care  and  management  of  his  estate.   The  court  may 
assign  the  guardianship  of  the  estate  to  one  guardian 
and  the  custody,  nurture,  and  tuition  of  the  ward  to 
another. H  Within  sixty  days  after  his  appointment, 
the  guardian  returns  to  the  court  a  complete  inventory 
of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  waixl  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  law. 12  At  the  end  of  the  first  year 
of  his  appointment,  and  every  three  years  thereafter, 
he  makes  a  settlement  of  his  accounts.   When  his  trust 
is  completed  or  upon  the  death  of  the  ward,  i.he  guard- 
ian makes  final  settlement  eind  delivers  over  to  persons 
entitled  to  them  the  property  and  papers  in  his  hands 
as  guardian. 1^  Upon  failure  of  a  guardian  appointed 
by  the  court  to  act  within  three  months  in  this  ca- 
pacity, the  court  commits  the  guardianship  of  the 
minor  to  the  public  guardian.!*  The  latter's  records 
appear  with  those  of  other  guardians. 

The  probate  Justice  of  the  peace,  1837  to  1849, 
performed  the  ministerial  function  of  the  probate 


8.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  628;  R.3.  1845,  p.  548;  L.  1871-72, 
p.  89. 

9.  R.3.  1845.  p.  549;  L.  1871-72,  p.  89,90. 

10.  L.  1831,  p.  100;  L.  1835,  p.  36;  R.3.  1845,  p.  265, 
266;  L.  1873-74,  p.  107;  L.  1919.  p.  583;  L.  1931, 
p.  618;  L.  1937,  p.  660. 

11.  L.  1871-72,  p.  469;  L.  1877,  p.  114. 

12.  L.  1919,  p.  532;  L.  1933,  p.  644. 

13.  L.  1871-72.  p.  471;  L.  1919,  p.  583;  L.  1929,  p.  506. 

14.  L.  1889,  p.  165. 
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clerk. 15  From  the  establlehment  of  the  county  court 
In  1849,  until  the  present,  the  county  clerk  has  served 
ex  officio  as  probate  clerk. ^^ 

The  clerk  Is  required  to  attend  the  sessions  of 
court,  Issue  all  process,  preserve  all  files  and  papers, 
make,  keep,  and  preserve  complete  records  of  all  the 
proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  court,  and  per- 
form all  other  duties  pertaining  to  his  office  as  re- 
quired by  law  or  the  rules  and  orders  of  his  court. 
He  is  required  to  enter  of  record  all  Judgments,  de- 
crees, and  orders  of  the  court. ^"^ 

The  major  records  of  the  probate  court  kept  by 
the  clerk  are  the  following: 

1.  Journal  of  all  Judicial  proceedings  and  de- 
terminations of  the  Judge. 

2.  A  Judgment  docket  with  a  direct  and  an  in- 
direct index:   former,  by  name  of  claimant 
against  estate;  latter  by  estate.   In  practice, 
the  requirement  of  two  indexes  often  leads  to 
two  dockets. 

3.  Books  for  recordation  of  bonds  and  letters  of 
administrators,  executors,  guardians,  and  con- 
servators; appraisement  and  sale  bills;  widows* 
relinquishment  and  selection  of  property;  wills 
and  the  probate  thereof;  annual  and  final  re- 
ports of  administrators,  executors,  guardians, 
and  conservators.   Generally,  each  category  of 
these  probate  business  matters  is  recorded 
separately,  but  the  segregation  is  not  always 
carefully  maintained. 

4.  Separate  dockets  of  unsettled  estates  and 
claims  against  estates,  and  a  ledger  of  the 
accounts  of  executors,  administrators,  and 
guardians.   Note  that  the  dockets  of  probate 
matters  are  separated  from  dockets  of  court 
proceedings  Just  as  are  the  books  of  recorda- 
tion of  the  two  categories;  the  intention  of 
the  law  to  make  this  distinction  is  further 
shown  in  Its  granting  the  clerk,  during  ra- 
cation  of  the  court,  power  to  receive  peti- 
tions, accept  bonds,  grant  letters  testa- 
mentary, etc. 

5   Files  of  original  documents  not  subject  to 
recordation;  indexes  to  such;  records  of  of- 
fice transactions  in  pursuance  of  the  court's 
orders  to  the  clerk,  necessary  in  the  latter's 
settlement  with  that  body.l° 

15.  L.  1837,  p.  177,  178.   The  probate  Judge  was  re- 
quired to  act  as  his  clerk  (L.  1821.  p.  119,120). 

16.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.  1849,  p.  63-65; 
R.3.  1874,  p.  339,340. 

17.  L,  1877,  p.  82. 

18.  L.  1821,  p.  119.120.;  R.L.  1829,  p.  215,231;  L.  1837, 
p.  429;  R.3.  1845,  p.  427,428;  L.  1851,  p.  193;  L. 
1859,  p.  92-94;  R.S.  1874,  p.  260-65;  L.  1877,  p. 
63:  L.  1933.  p.  293. 
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Proceedings  of  Court 
General  Proceedings 

131.  PROBATE  FILES,  1837—.   187  f.b.  (1-187). 
Original  documents  In  probate  cases,  Including  admin- 
istrative officers'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  appoint- 
ments, discharges,  resignations,  and  current  and  final 
reports;  appraisers'  warrants  and  oaths;  decrees  and 
reports  of  sale;  proofs  of  wills,  heirship,  and  death; 
estate  Inventories  and  appraisements;  widows'  awards, 
selections,  and  relinquishments;  claims  against  estates; 
affidavits  of  posting  notices;  certificates  of  publica- 
tion; wills;  and  decrees  and  orders  of  court;  also  In- 
cludes documents  In  Inheritance  tax,  Insanity,  and  as- 
signment cases.   Arr.  by  case  no.   For  Index,  see  entry 
1.   Hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ,  typed  and  typed  on  pr. 

fm.   10  X  5  X  13  1/2.   Go.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

132.  PROBATE  COURT  RECORD,  1837--.   37  v.  (A-Z, 
AA-KK). 

Reco]?d  of  proceedings  In  probate  cases,  showing  term  date, 
case  number,  names  of  estate,  heirs,  and  administrative 
officer,  notations  regarding  all  wills,  bonds,  letters 
and  widows'  selections,  proceedings,  and  court  orders; 
Includes  current  reports  of  estates.   Also  contains  As- 
signment Record,  1841-77,  entry  107;  Insanity  Record, 
1855-83,  entry  110;  Conservators'  Record,  1912-30,  entry 
142;  Public  Sale  Record  (Real  and  Personal  Property), 
1876-1901,  1936 — ,  entry  148;  Sales  Record  of  Real  Estate, 
1854-1906,  1925—,  entry  149;  Final  Report  Record,  1837- 
77,  entry  150,  Including  Guardians'  Final  Report  Record, 
entry  152;  Probate  Claim  and  Judgment  Docket,  1844-86, 
entry  155;  Docket  of  Settlement  of  Estates,  1837-59, 
1884 — ,  entry  158.   Arr.  by  date  of  court  term.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  Index,  1837-82,  see 
entry  133.   1837-1902,  hdw.;  1903—,  typed.   580  p.  18 
X  13  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

133.  INDEX  TO  PROBATE  RECORD,  1837-82.   1  v. 
Index  to  Probate  Court  Record,  entry  132,  showing  names 
of  estate,  administrative  officer,  and  ward,  book  and 
page  of  entry,  and  date  of  letters.   Arr.  alph.  by  najne 
of  estate.   Hdw.   500  p.  17  x  16  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off., 
Ist  fl. 

134.  CERTIFICATE  IN  DISCHARGE  IN  PROBATE,  1881--. 
3  V.  (A-C). 

Record  of  certificates  of  discharge  of  administrative 
officers,  showing  names  of  estate,  administrative  of- 
ficer, and  clerk,  and  dates  of  presentation  of  final 
report,  discharge,  filing,  and  recordation.   Arr.  by 
date  of  recordation.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fra.   420  p.  18  x  13  x  2  1/2.   Co.  elk.  's 
off.,  1st  fl. 

Wills.  Bonds,  Letters  (See 
also  entries  131,  132) 

135.  WILL  AND  EXECUTORS'  RECORD,  1859--.   11  v. 
(A-K).   Title  varies:   Executors'  Bonds  and 
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Letters,  v.  A,  1859-76;  Executors'  Record, 

V.  B,  1877-1901. 
Copies  of  executors  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters, 
showing  names  of  estate,  executor,  heirs,  sureties,  clerk, 
and  Judge,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  date 
and  order  of  appointment  of  appraiser,  dates  of  filing 
and  approval  of  petition,  oath,  and  bond,  and  dates  of 
Issuance  of  letters  and  recording.   Also  contains  Record 
of  Wills,  1859-66,  1897—,  entry  136.   Arr.  by  date  of 
recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fra.   585  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

136.  RECORD  OF  WILLS,  1867-96.   2  v.  (A,  B).   1859- 
66,  1897 —  In  Will  and  Executors'  Record, 
entry  135. 

Copies  of  last  will  and  testament  of  deceased,  showing 
names  of  deceased,  witnesses,  and  administrative  officer, 
proof  of  death,  oath  of  administrative  officer,  provis- 
ions of  will,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.   Arr. 
by  dates  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   612  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off., 
1st  fl. 

137.  ADMINISTRATORS'  RECORD,  1867—.   7  v.  (A-Q). 
Copies  of  administrators'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and 
letters,  showing  names  of  estate,  administrator,  sure- 
ties, heirs,  and  Judge;  date,  amount,  and  obligations 

of  bond;  dates  of  filing  and  approval  of  petition,  oath, 
and  bond;  and  dates  of  issuance  of  letters  and  record- 
ing.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  estate.   1867-1936,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ;  1937 — ,  hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   478  p.  18  1/2  x  13  x  3.   Co.  elk. 's 
off.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  records  of  administrators'  bonds, 
see  entry  138. 

138.  ADMINISTRATORS'  BONDS,  1856-66,  1885,  1886. 

2  V.  (1  not  labeled,  1856-66;  1,  1885,  1886). 
Copies  of  administrators'  bonds,  showing  date,  amount, 
and  obligations  of  bonds,  names  of  administrator,  estate, 
and  sureties,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  fil- 
ing.  Indexed,  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdv;.   275  p. 
16  X  13  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

139.  ADMINISTRATORS'  RECORD  WITH  WILL  ANNEXED, 
1873—.   4  V.   (A-D).   Title  varle-S:   Pro- 
bate Bond  and  Letters,  v.  A,  B,  1873-1906. 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  ad- 
ministrators with  will  annexed,  showing  names  of  estate, 
administrative  officer.  Judge,  heirs,  and  sureties;  date, 
amount,  and  obligations  of  bond;  dates  of  petition, 
oath,  letters,  and  filing;  and  court  order  of  approval. 
Also  contaJ-ns  Aamlnistrative  De  Bonis  Non  Will  Annexed 
Record,  1873-1921,  entry  140.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   1873-1934,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm. ;  1935 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   298  -  345  p. 
18  X  13  X  2  -  18  a  13  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 
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140.  ADMINISTRATIVE  DE  BONIS  NON  WILL  ANNEXED 
RECORD,  1922--.   1  v.  (1).   1873-1921  In  Ad- 
ministrators' Record  With  Will  Annexed,  entry 
139. 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  ad- 
ministrators de  bonis  non  with  will  annexed,  showing 
names  of  deceased,  Judge,  clerk,  heirs,  administrative 
officer,  and  sureties,  dates  of  petition,  oath,  bond, 
and  letters,  amount  and  obligations  of  bond,  and  date 
of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  290  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  off. ,  Ist  fl. 

141.  GUARDIANS'  RECORD,  1867—.   4  v.  (A,  4-6). 
Copies  of  guardians'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and 
letters,  showing  names  of  estate,  guardian,  minors, 
sureties,  Judge,  and  clerk,  oath  of  guardian,  date, 
amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  and  dates  of  petition, 
letters,  filing,  and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
cording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   564  p.  12  x  8  x  2  1/2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist 
fl. 

142.  CONSERVATORS'  RECORD,  1876-1911,  1931  —  . 
4  V.  (A-C,  1876-1911;  D,  1931—).  Title 
varies:   Insane  and  Conservators'  Record, 

V.  A-C,  1876-1911.   1912-30  in  Probate  Court 

Record,  entry  132. 
Copies  of  conservators'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and 
letters,  showing  names  of  estate,  conservator,  sureties, 
and  Incompetent,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond, 
court  orders  appointing  conservator,  and  dates  of  fil- 
ing and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of  recordation.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  Incompetent.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
412  p.  18  X  13  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Inventories  and  Appraise- 
ments (See  also  entry  131) 

143.  INVENTORY  RECORD,  1837—.   13  v.  (1  not  la- 
beled, B,  1  not  labeled,  4-13).   Missing: 
1844-58.   Title  varies:   Inventory  Book, 

1  v.,  1837-43;  Inventory  and  Sale  Bills, 
V.  B,  1859-66;  Inventory  Appraisement,  and 
Sale  Record,  1  v.,  1867-75. 
Record  of  inventories  of  administratorship,  executorship, 
and  conservatorship  estates,  showing  names  of  estate, 
administrative  officer,  and  Judge,  legal  description 
and  value  of  real  estate,  itemized  list  and  value  of 
chattel  property,  status  of  notes  and  accounts,  and 
dates  of  Inventory  and  filing.   Also  contains  Guardian 
Inventory  Record,  1837-72,  1937 — ,  entry  144;  Appraise- 
ment Record,  1837-73,  entry  145;  Sales  Record  o'f  Per- 
sonal Property,  1837-75,  entry  147;  Public  Sale  Record 
(Real  and  Personal  Property),  1837-75,  entry  148.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
1837-75,  hdw.;  1876-1935,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1936—,  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   540  -  640  p.  14  1/2  x  10  x  2  1/2  -  IB  x  13 
X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

144.  GUARDIAN  INVENTORY  RECORD,  1873-1936.   2  v. 
(1,  1373-99:  B,  1884-1936).   1837-72,  1937— 
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In  Inventory  Record,  entry  143. 
Record  of  guardians'  Inventories,  showing  names  of  estate, 
minors,  and  guardian,  legal  description  and  value  of  real 
estate,  itemized  list  and  value  of  chattel  property, 
amount  of  income,  and  date  of  report.   Arr.  by  date  of 
report.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fra.   580  p.  18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  let  fl. 

145.  APPRAISEMENT  RECORD,  1874--.   6  v.  (4-9). 
1837-73  in  Inventory  Record,  entry  143. 

Recoj^i  of  estate  appraisements,  showing  names  of  estate, 
appraiser,  widow,  and  minor  heirs,  court  order  appoint- 
ing appraiser,  oath  of  appraiser,  acknowledgment,  item- 
ized list  and  values  of  real  and  personal  property, 
total  value,  amounts  allowed  widow  and  minor  children, 
and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   562  p.  18  x 
13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Widows '  Relinquishment  and 
Selection  (See  also  entries 
131,  132) 

146.  WIDOWS'  RELINQUISHMENT  AND  SELECTION,  1887--. 

2  v..  (A,  B). 

Record  of  widows'  relinquishments  and  selections,  show- 
ing names  of  estate,  widow,  and  appraiser,  list  and  ap- 
praised value  of  items  selected,  relinquished,  and  al- 
lowed, statement  of  appraiser,  court  order  of  approval, 
and  date  of  filing,   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   540  p.  18  x 
13  x  2  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Petitions,  Reports  of 
Sale  ( See  also  entry  131) 

147.  SALES  RECORD  OF  PERSONAL  PROPERTY,  1876--. 

3  V.  (4-6).   1837-75  in  Inventory  Record, 
entry  143. 

Record  of  reports  of  private  sale  of  personal  property 
In  settlement  of  estates,  showing  names  of  estate,  pe- 
titioner, Judge,  clerk,  and  purchaser,  dates  of  petition 
and  sale,  court  order,  list,  description,  and  value  of 
property  sold,  amount  of  sale,  and  dates  of  report  and 
filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  estate.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   566  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co. 
elk. 's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

148.  PUBLIC  SALE  RECORD  (Real  and  Personal  Prop- 
erty), 1902-35.   1  V.   1837-75  in  Inventory 
Record,  entry  143;  1876-1901,  1936—  in 
Probate  Court  Record,  entry  132. 

Record  of  reports  of  public  sale  of  real  and  personal 
property,  showing  names  of  estate,  administrative  of- 
ficer, purchaser,  Judge,  and  clerk,  legal  description 
of  real  estate,  list  of  chattel  property,  date  and  a- 
mount  of  sale,  and  dates  of  report  and  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  500  p.  17  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  off.,  Ist 
fl. 
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149.   SALES  RECORD  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  1907-24.   1  v. 

1854-1906,  1925—  In  Probate  Court  Record, 

entry  132. 
Record  of  proceedings  on  petitions  to  sell  real  estate 
to  pay  debts,  showing  names  of  estate,  petitioner,  Judge, 
clerk,  creditors,  and  purchaser,  legal  description  of 
real  estate,  amount  of  debts,  court  orders  for  sale, 
date,  terms,  and  place  of  sale,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fro.   340  p.  18  x  13  x  2.   Co. 
elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

Reports.  Current  and  Final 
Accounts  (See  also  entry  131) 

150.  FINAL  REPORT  RECORD,  1878—.   10  v.  (A,  C-K). 
Title  varies:  Administrators'  Report  Record, 
V.  A,  1878-83;  Report,  Final,  v.  C-I,  1884- 
1929.   1837-77  in  Probate  Court  Record, 
entry  132. 

Copies  of  final  reports  of  administrators,  executors, 
and  conservators,  showing  names  of  estate,  administra- 
tive officer,  petitioner,  and  heirs,  dates  and  amounts 
of  receipts  and  expenditures,  total  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, balance  available,  signature  of  heirs  and 
agent,  and  date  of  report.  Also  contains  Guardians' 
Final  Report  Record,  1878-1915,  entry  152.   Arr.  by 
date  of  report.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   1878- 
1935,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1936 — ,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   5jB0  p. 
18  X  13  X  2i.   Co.  elk. '8  off.,  Ist  fl. 

151.  GUARDIANS'  REPORT  RECORD,  1878—.   5  v. 
(A-C,  C,  D). 

Recoird  of  guardians'  current  reports,  showing  names  of 
estate,  minor,  and  guardian,  date  of  report,  dates, 
amounts,  and  purposes  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  re- 
capitulation, and  statement  of  guardian.   Arr.  by  date 
of  report.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   604  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

152.  GUARDIANS'  FINAL  REPORT  RECORD,  1916—.  1  v.  (l). 
1837-77  in  Probate  Court  Record,  entry  132; 
1878-1915  in  Final  Report  Record,  entry  150. 

Record  of  guardians'  final  reports,  showing  names  of 
guardian,  estate  and  minor,  dates,  purposes,  and  amounts 
of  receipts  and  expenditures,  total  amounts  of  receipts 
and  expenditures,  balance  available,  signatures  of  clerk 
and  Judge,  and  date  of  report.   Arr.  by  date  of  report. 
Indexed  alph.  by  neune  of  estate.   1916-34,  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm. ;  1935 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   886  p.  18  x  13 
X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

153.  CONSERVATORS'  REPORT  RECORD,  1883—.   2  v. 
(B,  C). 

Record  of  conservators'  current  reports,  showing  names 
of  incompetent,  conservator,  and  estate,  dates  and 
amounts,  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  recapitulation, 
balance  due  estate,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date 
of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  incompetent.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   544  p.  18  x  13  1/2  x  2  1/2.   Co.  elk. 'a 
off.,  1st  fl. 


Probate  Court  -  , 

Dockets  177  (154-158) 

154.  PROBATE  ACCOUNT  CURRENT,  1849-70.   1  v. 
Record  of  current  accounts  of  estates  In  probate,  show- 
ing names  of  estate,  administrative  officer,  and  heirs, 
dates,  amounts,  and  purposes  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
balance  available,  and  date  of  report.   No  obvious  arr. 

No  Index.   Hdw.   400  p.  15  1/2  x  11  x  2  1/2.   3trm. , 
bsmt. 

Dockets 

155.  PROBATE  CLAIM  AND  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1837-43, 
1887—.   6  v.  (1  not  labeled,  1837-43;  1-5, 
1887 — ).   Title  varies:   Order  Book,  1  v. , 
1837-43.   1844-86  In  Probate  Court  Record, 
entry  132. 

Docket  of  probate  claims  and  Judgments,  showing  names  of 
estate  and  claimant,  date,  nature,  and  amount  of  claim, 
notice  and  Judgment  of  court,  date  of  allowance  or  re- 
jection of  claim,  and  amount  of  allowance.   Arr.  by  date 
of  claim.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   1837-86, 
hdw.;  1887—,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   500  -  585  p.  12  1/2  x 
8x2-18x13x2  1/2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

156.  JUDGE'S  PROBATE  DOCKET,  1845—.   26  v.  (A, 
2  not  labeled,  E,  A,  1  not  labeled,  D-T,  3 
not  labeled).   Missing:   1871,  1872.   Title 
varies:   Docket,  v.  A,  1845-58;  Probate 
Docket,  2  v.,  1859-70;  Judge's  Docket,  v. 
E,  1873-75;  Probate  Court  Docket,  v.  A,  1 
not  labeled,  D-T,  1876-1932. 

Judge's  docket  of  administrator  and  executor  cases,  show- 
ing date,  number,  and  nature  of  case,  names  of  estate 
and  administrative  officer,  and  dates  and  notations  of 
proceedings  and  court  orders.  Also  contains  Inheritance 
Tax  Docket,  1908-9,  entry  117;  Conservator  and  Guardian 
Docket,  1845-1924,  entry  157.   Arr.  by  date  of  case. 
1845-59,  1878—,  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate;  1860- 
77,  no  Index.   1845-59,  1876-1932,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. ; 
1860-75,  hdw.;  1933 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs. 
300  -  600  p.  18  X  12  X  1  1/2  -  18  x  12  x  3.   V.  A,  2 
not  labeled,  E,  A,  1  not  labeled,  D-T,  1845-1932,  strm. , 
bsmt.;  3  v.  not  labeled,  1933 — ,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st 
fl. 

157.  CONSERVATOR  AND  GUARDIAN  DOCKET,  1925—. 

1  V.   1845-1924  In  Judge's  Probate  Docket, 
entry  156. 

Docket  of  conservator  and  guardian  cases,  showing  names 
of  estate,  administrative  officer,  and  sureties,  date 
and  number  of  case,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  and  nota- 
tions of  court  orders  and  proceedings.  Arr.  by  term 
date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw. 
and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  16  x  16  x  3.   Co. 
elk. 's  off. ,  lat  fl. 

158.  DOCKET  OF  SETTLEMENT  OF  ESTATES,  1860-83. 

2  V.  (1  not  labeled,  A).   1837-59,  1884— 
In  Probate  Court  Record,  entry  132. 

Docket  of  estate  settlement  proceedings,  showing  names 
of  estate  and  administrative  officer,  dates  of  Issuance 
of  letters,  and  filing  of  annual  and  final  reports,  no- 
tations of  receipt,  and  approval  of  reports.   Arr.  alph. 
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by  name  of  estate.   No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p. 
16  X  11  1/2  X  1  1/2  Strm.,  Dsmt. 

Fee  Books 

159.   ESTATE  FEE  BOOK,  1849--.   11  v.  (1  not  la- 
beled, A-I,  1849—;  A,  1859-66).   Title 
varies:   Fee  Book,  1  v.,  1849-72,  v.  E, 
1910-14,  V.  0,  1918-23;  Probate  Fee  Book, 
V.  A,  1859-66,  V.  A,  1873-78,  v.  C,  D, 
1885-1910 
Record  of  fees  charged,  collected,  and  disbursed  in 
settlement  of  probate  cases,  showing  date  of  filing, 
names  of  estate  and  administrative  officer,  and  dates, 
amounts,  and  purposes  of  fees  received  and  disbursed. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate,  1859-84,  hdw.;  1985—,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   540  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 


(Next  entry  160,  p.  185) 

VI.   CIRCUIT  COURT 

The  circuit  court  has  original  Jurisdiction  of  all 
causes  in  law  and  equity  and  acts  as  a  court  of  appeals 
in  probate  matters  and  causes  cognizable  by  the  county 
court  and  Justices  of  the  peace. -^  In  addition,  it  is 
one  of  the  courts  capable  of  exercising  naturalization 
Jurisdiction  according  to  Federal  statutes. 2 

The  circuit  court  was  held  in  Cass  County  by  a 
circuit  Judge  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  from 
1837  to  1841. "^  In  1841,  additional  associate  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  were  appointed  by  Joint  ballot  of 
the  General  Assembly,  which  Justices,  together  with 
the  other  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  held  the  cir- 
cuit courts.'^  Then  in  1849  another  change  was  made 
in  accordance  with  the  second  constitution  which  pro- 
vided for  the  election  of  circuit  Judges  by  the  Ju- 
dicial district  electorate. 5  The  Constitution  of  1870 
altered  the  circuit  districts  and  established  popula- 
tion requirements  for  counties  that  may  comprise  a 
circuit. °  From  1849  to  the  present  the  circuit  Judges 
have  been  elected  officers  of  the  Judicial  district 
electorate.   The  eighth  circuit  is  made  up  of  eight 
counties,  one  of  which  is  Cass. 

Three  circuit  Judges  who  serve  for  six-year  terms 
are  elected  for  the  district.   Before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  each  circuit  Judge  is  re- 
quired to  subscribe  to  an  oath  which  he  files  with  the 
Secretary  of  State.'''  In  1835  the  salary  of  the  circuit 
Judge  was  $750  per  annum. 8  The  Constitution  of  1870 
fixes  the  salary  at  $3,000  until  otherwise  provided  by 
law.^  The  compensation  of  the  Judges  has  undergone 
many  modifications  over  a  period  of  time,  the  tendency 
being  toward  increases  rather  than  decreases.   Some  of 

for  Judges  elected  from 
period  from  1925  to 

^ ,  ,„, ,   Monday  in  June,  1933, 

it  was  $7,200,12  until  1939  when  the  salary  was  again 


1.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  12;  L.  1871-72,  p.  109; 
R.S.  1874,  p.  344;  L.  1895,  p.  189;  L.  1933,  p.  688; 
L.  1935,  p.  1. 

2.  2  U.S.  Stat.  155;  U.S. R.S.  1789-1874,  p.  378-80; 

34  U.S.  Stat.  596;  37  U.S.  Stat.  737;  44  U.S.  Stat. 
709.   Circuit  courts  still  retain  naturalization 
Jurisdiction,  but  do  not  exercise  it  where  U.  S. 
District  Courts  are  convenient. 

3.  L.  1835,  p.  150,151. 

4.  L.  1841,  p.  173;  R.S.  1845,  p.  143. 

5.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,15. 

6.  Art.  VI,  sec.  13. 

7.  Ibid.,  sec.  12;  L.  1933,  p.  436. 

8.  L.  1835,  p.  167. 

9.  Art.  VI,  sec.  16. 

10.  L.  1919,  p.  553,554. 

11.  L.  1925,  p.  400;  L.  1931,  p.  148. 
1?.   L.  1933,  p.  621. 

179 


180  Circuit  Court 

Increased  to  $8,000.13  The  salaries  are  paid  from  the 
state  treasury. 

The  hearings  of  several  of  the  election  contests 
are  held  before  this  court.   Jurisdiction  Is  granted 
to  the  court  to  hear  and  determine  contests  of  the 
election  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judges  of 
the  circuit  court,  and  members  of  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization;  but  no  Judge  of  the  circuit  court  Is 
allowed  to  sit  upon  the  hearing  of  any  case  In  which 
he  Is  a  party. 14  The  circuit  court  also  hears 
and  determlne3  the  election  contests  of  some  of  the 
local  and  county  officers.   These  Include  contests  of 
Judge  of  the  county  court,  mayors  of  cities,  president 
of  the  county  board,  presidents  of  villages,  elections 
in  reference  to  removal  of  county  seats  and  in  refer- 
ence to  any  other  subject  which  may  be  submitted  to  the 
vote  of  the  people  of  the  county.   The  circuit  court 
has  concurrent  Jurisdiction  with  the  county  court  In 
cases  of  contested  elections  under  the  latter  Juris- 
diction.•'•^ 

Included  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  circuit 
court  are  also  appeals  from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Com- 
mission's rules,  regulations,  orders,  or  decisions. 
Such  appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court  serving 
Cass  County  when  the  subject  matter  of  the  hearing  is 
situated  In  this  county.   The  appeal  may  be  heard  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  reasonableness  or  lawfulness 
of  the  rule,  regulation,  order,  or  decision  Inquired 
into  and  determined. 16 

To  expedite  the  handling  of  litigation,  a  branch 
circuit  court  may  be  held  at  the  same  time  that  the 
main  or  regular  circuit  court  for  Cass  County  is  in 
session.   A  branch  court  Is  held  by  any  circuit  Judge 
of  this  circuit  or  by  a  Judge  of  any  other  circuit 
called  in  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding 
motions  and  settling  the  Issues  in  any  or  all  causes 
pending  in  the  circuit  court,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  chancery  causes  and  cases  at  law  which  are 
pending  in  such  court  for  that  term.   The  presiding 
Judge  of  the  main  circuit  court  assigns  to  the  branch 
court  as  many  of  the  law  and  chancery  cases  as  the 
presiding  Judge  of  the  branch  court  will  possibly  have 
time  to  hear.l'' 

Also,  to  aid  In  the  speedy  administration  of 
Justice,  the  Judges,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  by  an 
order  entered  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court,  dispense  with  either  or  both  the 
grand  and  petit  Juries  for  any  term  or  part  of  term 
of  the  circuit  court,  and  may  designate  what  term  or 


13.  L.  1937,  p.  139,606;  effective  In  1939. 

14.  L.  1899,  p.  152. 

15.  L.  1971-72,  p.  396;  L.  1895,  p.  170. 

16.  L.  1921,  p.  742,743. 

17.  L.  1373-74,  p.  82,83;  L.  1905,  p.  146. 


circuit  Court  181 

portion  thereof  shall  be  devoted  to  criminal  business 
and  what  term  or  portion  thereof  to  civil  business. ^° 

Each  of  the  three  Judges  of  the  circuit  court  Is 
authorized  to  appoint  one  official  shorthand  reporter. 
This  appointee  Is  required  to  be  skilled  In  verbatim 
reporting  and  Is  not  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one 
such  official  appointment.   The  appointment  Is  In 
writing  and  Is  required  to  be  filed  In  the  office  of 
the  auditor  of  public  accounts.   The  reporter  holds 
office  until  his  appointment  Is  revoked  by  the  appoint- 
ing Judge  or  until  the  termination  of  the  Judge's  term. 
When  the  official  reporter  Is  absent  or  disabled,  the 
presiding  Judge  may  appoint  any  other  competent  re- 
porter to  act  during  such  absence  or  disability.   The 
substitute  Is  paid  for  his  services  by  the  official 
reporter.   The  reporter  causes  full  stenographic  notes 
of  the  evidence  In  all  trials  before  the  court  to  be 
taken  down  and  transcript  of  the  same  to  be  correctly 
made  If  desired  by  either  party  to  the  suit,  their  at- 
torneys, or  the  Judge  of  the  court.   Each  of  the  re- 
porters receives  and  Is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury 
an  annual  salary  of  $3,240.   The  salaries  are  paid  out 
monthly  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  public  ac- 
counts. ^^ 

The  probation  officer  for  adult  probationers  Is 
an  appointee  of  the  circuit  court. ^0  His  services  ex- 
tend throughout  the  county.   Courts  exercising  crimi- 
nal or  quasl-crlmlnal  Jurisdiction  are  given  power  to 
release  on  probation,  adult  or  Juvenile  offenders  found 
guilty  of  committing  certain  specified  offenses. 21  In 
the  performance  of  his  prescribed  duties,  the  probation 
officer  principally  serves  the  county  and  circuit  courts, 
Ke  is  required  to  give  bond  as  determined  by  the  circuit 
court  In  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000  and  Is  subject  to 
the  rules  of  and  removal  by  the  appointing  court. ^^ 
Cass  County  has  one  probation  officer  under  the  law  of 
1915  providing  for  one  such  officer  for  each  fifty 
thousand,  or  fraction  thereof,  of  population. ^'^ 

The  probation  officer  is  compensated  at  a  rate 
determined  by  the  county  board.   In  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  he  is  required  to  Investigate  the  case 
of  defendants  requesting  probation;  notify  the  court 
of  previous  conviction  or  probation;  make  reports  to 
the  respective  courts;  keep  a  set  of  recox^is  as  de- 
scribed below;  take  charge  of,  and  watch  over,  all 
persons  placed  on  probation  in  his  county,  and  all 
probationers  moving  from  another  county  into  his 
county.   He  is  also  reaulred  to  notify  probation  of- 


18.  L.  1835,  p.  167,  168;  L.  1933,  p.  441,442. 

19.  Ibid.,  p.  463,464. 

20.  L.  1911,  p.  230. 

21.  Ibid. .  p.  277. 

22.  Ibid. .  p.  280,281;  L.  1915,  p.  380,381. 

23.  Ibid.,  p.  380.   School  census  to  be  basis  for  de- 
termining population. 
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fleers  In  other  counties  of  any  probationers  under 
his  supervision  who  may  move  Into  those  counties. ^^ 

The  reports  made  by  the  probation  officer  to  the 
courts  are  kept  by  the  clerk  In  the  respective  cases. 
The  courts'  probation  records  Include  orders  granting 
or  refusing  release  on  probation,  probationers'  bonds, 
the  reports  of  probation  officers  noted  above,  and 
discharge  of  probationers. 

The  probation  officer  Is  required  to  keep  com- 
plete and  accurate  records  of  Investigated  persona, 
the  action  of  the  court,  and  the  subsequent  history 
of  probationers.   These  are  not  public  records  but  are 
open  to  Inspection  by  any  Judge  or  any  probation  of- 
ficer pursuant  to  a  court  order. -^ 

Unlike  the  Judges  of  the  circuit  court  who  are 
elected  by  the  Judicial  district  electorate,  the  clgrk 
of  this  court  Is  elected  by  the  county  electorate. -^ 
This  official  performs  the  ministerial  duties  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Cass  County  and  files  and  preserves 
Its  records  as  well  as  those  of  the  branch  circuit 
courts.^   He  Is  commissioned  by  the  Governor  and  be- 
fore entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  gives 
bond  with  sureties  which  are  approved  by  any  two  of 
the  Judges  of  the  court.   His  bond  Is  given  In  the  sum 
of  not  lees  than  $5,000  as  agreed  upon  by  the  Judges. 
The  oath  to  which  hg  subscribes  Is  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State. -'°  If  a  vacancy  occurs  In  this 
office  and  the  unexpired  term  does  not  exceed  one  year, 
the  court  Is  required  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  appoint- 
ment of  a  clerk  pro  tempore.   The  appointee  Is  then 
required  to  qualify  for  office  In  the  same  manner  as 
the  regularly  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.   When 
the  appointment  Is  made,  the  court  notifies  the  Governor 
of  the  filled  vacancy.   The  Governor  In  turn,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  Issues  a  writ  of  election  for  the  cir- 
cuit court  clerk. -9 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  was  first  appointed 
by  the  circuit  Judge  In  Cass  County. ^^  He  kept  a  record 
of  all  the  oaths  that  he  administered  and  certified  a 
copy  annually  to  the  Secretary  of  State. *^^  The  clerk 
preserved  a  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and 
determinations  of  the  court  of  which  he  was  clerk. ^2 
At  each  term  of  the  circuit  court,  the  clerk  Inquired 


24.  L.  1911,  p.  231,282;  L.  1915,  p.  381,382. 

25.  L.  1911,  p.  277-34;  L.  1915,  p.  378-34. 

26.  Const.  1843,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,21, 29,  Const.  1870,  Art.  X, 
sec.  8. 

27.  L.  1905,  p.  147. 
23.   R.S.  1374,  o.  260. 

29.  L.  1373-74,  o.  95. 

30.  Const.  1318,' Art.  IV,  sec.  6,  R.L.  1833,  p.  152. 
R.S.  1845,  D.  146. 

31.  L.  1819,  p.' 349. 

32.  R.L.  1829,  p.  44;  R.L.  1333,  p.  152;  R.S.  1945, 
p.  147. 


circuit  Court  183 

into  the  condition  and  the  treatment  of  prisoners  and 
was  required  to  see  that  all  prisoners  were  humanely 
treated. '^'^  This  authority  was  in  later  years,  and  is 
at  present,  delegated  to  the  circuit  court. '^^  One  of 
the  early  requisites  of  this  office  was  for  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  to  reside  near  the  county  seat  in 
order  that  he  could  attend  to  his  duties  daily.   In 
the  event  that  it  were  not  possible  for  him  to  be  in 
daily  attendance,  the  presiding  Judge  was  to  fill  such 
vacancy. ^°  The  Constitution  of  1848  made  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  an  elective  officer  of  the  county 
for  a  four-year  term.   This  arrangement  has  continued 


until  the  present. 
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The  clerk  is  able  to  perform  the  several  duties 
of  his  office  with  the  aid  of  his  staff  which  consists 
of  assistants  and  deputy  clerks  who  are  appointed  by 
him  in  a  number  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court. 
This  order  is  entered  as  of  record  and  the  compensation 
of  such  assistants  and  deputies  is  set  by  the  county 
board. 38 

39 

Among  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  circuit 

court  are  the  following: 

1.  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  Judg- 
ments of  the  court  with  alphabetical  indexes 
by  parties.   Proceedings  are  recorded  at 
length  only  In  cases  designated  by  law,  or 
when  the  court  at  the  motion  and  assumption 
of  expense  by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders. 
In  practice,  from  an  early  date  the  court 
record  has  been  broken  down  into  segregated 
types  of  proceedings  and  Judgments. 

2.  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records" 
and  "Defendant-Plaintiff  Index  to  Court 
Records,"  intended  to  be  separate  records, 
but  frequently  combined  in  a  single  volume 
with  the  two  Indexes  segregated  in  each 
volume. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  which  51II  suits  are 
entered  in  the  orsier  they  are  commenced. 


33.  R.L.  1927,  p.  248. 

34.  R.S.  1S74,  p.  616;  L.  1923,  p.  424. 

35.  R.L.  1829,  p.  35. 

36.  Const.  1843,  Art.  V,  sec.  29;  Const.  1-370,  Art.  X, 
sec.  9. 

37.  L.  1831,  p.  49;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

38.  Ibid. 

39.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to 
the  circuit  court,  subject  to  rules  promulgated  by 
the  Supreme  Court  and  not  Inconsistent  with  statu- 
tory requirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  regulating-  dockets  and  calendars  of 
said  court  (L.  1933,  p.  736). 
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4.  A  Judgment  and  execution  docket  containing 
a  column  for  the  entry  of  satisfaction  or 
other  disposition.   In  practice,  an  execu- 
tion docket  Is  frequently  set  up  independ- 
ently. 

5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the 
clerk's,  Judge's,  and  bar  docket.   In  prac- 
tice, the  bar  docket  has  tended  to  drop 
out  of  use. 

6.  A  fee  book  In  which  coats  and  fees  are  to 
be  entered  under  the  proper  title  of  the 
case.   In  practice,  separate  series  of 
volumes  are  maintained  under  such  title  of 
causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  In  appeals  from 
Justices  ,  city,  and  foreign  courts,  dockets 
thereof,  and  transcripts  of  Judgments  for 
liens,  etc.,  from  the  former.   Separate 
well-bound  books  are  required  to  be  kept  for 
each  city  court. 

These  books  are  to  contain  an  alphabetical 
docket  of  all  Judgment  decrees  rendered  In 
the  city  court.  They  also  provide  for  entry 
of  data  relating  to  the  filing  of  the  tran- 
script with  the  corresponding  number  of  the 
transcript, ^Q 

8.  Naturalization  proceedings  from  petitions 
to  final  certificates;  Federal  statutes 
allow  the  circuit  court  to  exercise  Juris- 
diction. 

9.  Reports  to  the  court  from  Its  designated 
masters  In  chancery,  the  state's  attorney, 
and  the  coroner's  Inquest  Juries. 

10.  Jury  venires,  summonees,  certificates,  etc, 

11.  Original  documents  used  In  court  hearings 
and  determinations.   These  documents  are 

of  particular  Importance  because  In  a  large 
number  of  cases  the  complete  proceedings 
are  not  spread  on  court  record, 

12.  Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county 
Jail,  containing  a  list  of  all  prisoners 

in  his  custody,  showing  causes  of  commit- 
ment and  names  of  persons  by  whom  commit- 
ted.41 


40.  R.L,  1827,  p.  217;  L.  1865  p.  79;  R.S.  1874,  p.  260; 
L.  1895,  p.  217;  L.  1901,  p.  136,137. 

41.  R.S.  1845,  p.  323-26,  414,  418,  419,  518;  L.  1873, 
p.  64;  R.S.  1874,  p,  262,  263,  283,  339,  616,  630; 
L.  1933,  p.  678,707;  2  U.3,  Stat.,  153-55;  U.S. R.S. 
1789-1874,  p.  378-30;  34  U.S.  Stat.,  596-607,  709, 
710;  45  U.S.  Stat.  1514,  1515. 
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The  circuit  court  clerk  keeps  all  of  his  records  In 
his  vault  on  the  first  floor. 


General  Index 

160.  INDEX  TO  COURT  RECORDS  (Plaintiff-Defendant), 
1857-92.   2  V.  (1  plaintiff;  1  defendant). 

Index  to  Common  Law  Record,  entry  163;  Court  Record  De- 
fault, entry  165;  Record  of  Indictments,  entry  169; 
Chancery  Record,  entry  174;  Execution  Docket,  entry  181; 
(Mechanics')  Lien  Docket,  entry  186;  Docket  of  Fines, 
entry  187,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
nature  of  action,  term  date,  case  number,  and  book  and 
page  of  entry  In  record.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   640  p.  18  x 
13  x  3. 

Proceedings  of  Court 

161.  C0M140N  LAW  FILES,  1837--.   144  f.b.  (1-144). 
Documents  in  common  law  cases,  Including  transcripts  of 
Judgments,  1930 — ,  executions,  1910 — ,  subpoenas,  sum- 
monses, pleadings,  appeals  and  appeal  bonds,  fee  bills, 
scire  facias,  confessions  of  Judgment,  and  court  orders. 
Also  contains  Sheriff's  Certificates  of  Levy  (Sale  and 
Redemption),  1837-40,  1930 — ,  entry  94.  Arr.  by  case 
no.   For  index,  see  entry  162.   1837-94,  hdw.  and  hdw. 
on  pr.  fm. ;  1895 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  and  typed. 
10  X  5  X  13. 

For  prior  transcripts  of  Judgments,  see  entry  178; 
for  prior  executions,  see  entry  177. 

162.  INDEX  TO  CASES,  1837—.   1  v. 

Index  to  Common  Law  Files,  entry  161,  and  to  (Criminal 
Case  Files),  1894 — ,  entry  166,  showing  term  date,  case 
and  file  box  numbers,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
and  nature  of  action.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   640  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 

163.  COMMON  LAW  RECORD,  1837—.   16  v.  (A-L,  1,  2, 
4,  5).   Title  varies:   Circuit  Court  Record, 
V.  A-L,  1,  2,  1837-1924. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  common  law  cases,  showing  date, 
number,  and  kind  of  case,  names  of  Judge,  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  court  orders,  amounts  of  dam- 
ages and  costs,  and  nature  of  proceedings.   Also  contains 
Court  Record  Default,  1837-61.  1894 — .  entry  165,  In- 
cluding Confession  Record,  1837-61,  entry  164;  Criminal 
Record,  1837-93,  entry  168;  Record  of  Indictments,  1837- 
72,  entry  169;  State's  Attorney's  Report  Record,  1900 — , 
entry  192.   Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  index,  1857-92,  see  entry 
160.   1837-1908,  hdw.;  1909—,  typed.   492  -  640  p.  14 
X  9  X  2  -  18  X  13  X  3. 
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164.  CONFESSION  RECORD,  1894--.   2  v.  (1,  2). 
Title  varies:   Circuit  Court  Record  Confession, 
V.  1,  1394-1931.   1357-61  In  Common  Law  Rec- 
ord, entry  163;  1362-93  In  Court  Record  De- 
fault, entry  165. 

Record  of  Judgments  by  confession,  showing  date  and  num- 
ber of  case,  names  of  Judge,  clerk,  sheriff,  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  amount  of  Judg- 
ment, order  for  execution,  and  satisfaction.   Arr.  by 
date  of  Judgment.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant.   1894-1931,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ;  1932 — , 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   ''92  -  490  p.  15  x  12  x  2  -  18  x  13 
X  3^. 

165.  COURT  RECORD  DEFAULT,  1862-93.   1  v.  (E). 
1837-61,  1394 —  In  Common  Law  Record,  entry 
163. 

Record  of  Judgments  by  default,  showing  date,  number, 
and  nature  of  case,  amounts  of  damages,  Judgment,  and 
costs,  names  of  Judge,  plaintiff,  defendant,  clerk,  at- 
torney, and  sheriff  and  date  of  filing.   Also  contains 
Confession  Record,  entry  164.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  Index, 
1862-92,  see  entry  160.   Hdw.  on  or.  fm.   580  p.  13  x 
13  X  3. 

166.  (CRIMINAL  CASE  FILES),  1337—.  25  f.b.  (1-141 
not  consecutive). 

Documents  In  circuit  court  criminal  cases,  Including 
v.arrants  for  arrest,  summonses,  subpoenas,  petitions, 
Indictments,  habeas  corous  writs,  Instructions  to  Jury, 
complaints  before  Justices,  depositions,  verdicts,  re- 
ceipts for  prisoners,  reports  by  probation  officers, 
affidavits  of  foreign  witnesses,  bail,  recognizance, 
ana  appeal  bonds,  court  orders,  transcripts  from  Justice 
of  peace,  1930 — ,  and  executions,  1918 — .   Arr.  by  case 
no.   For  Index,  1837-93,  see  entry  167;  for  Index, 
1894—,  see  entry  162.   1337-1917,  hdw.,  and  hdw.  on 
pr.  f ra. ;  1918 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  f ra. ,  and  typed. 
10  X  4i  X  13|. 

For  prior  transcripts  from  Justices  of  the  peace, 
see  entry  178;  for  prior  executions,  see  entry  177. 

167.  INDEX  TO  PAPERS  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES,  1837-93. 

1  V. 

Index  to  (Criminal  Case  Files),  entry  166,  showing  name 
of  defendant,  nature  of  crime,  case  and  file  box  numbers, 
and  term  date.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  ij. 

168.  CRIMINAL  RECORD,  1894--.   3  v.  (1  not  label- 
ed, 3,  4).   1837-93  in  Common  Law  Record, 
entry  163. 

Record  of  criminal  cases,  including  probation  cases, 
showing  date,  names  of  defendant,  Judge,  sheriff,  state's 
attorney,  and  clerk,  term  date,  nature  of  crime  or  mis- 
demeanor and  Indictment,  proceedings,  and  court  orders. 
Also  contains  Record  of  Indictments,  1894--,  entry  169. 
Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  aloh.  by  name  of  defend- 
ant.  1894-1908,  hdw.;  1909--,  typed.   560  c.  18  x  13 
X  3. 
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169.  RECORD  OF  INDICTMENTS.  1873-93.   1  v.  1837-72 
In  Common  Law  Record,  entry  163;  1894 —  in 
Criminal  Record,  entry  168. 

Record  of  circuit  court  grand  Jury  Indictments,  showing 
names  of  defendant,  Jurors,  witnesses,  and  state's  at- 
torney, nature  of  crime  or  misdemeanor,  term  of  court, 
dates  of  selection  and  swearing  In  of  grand  Jury,  and 
verdict  of  Jury.   Arr.  by  date  of  Indictment.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  defendant;  for  sep.  Index,  1873-92, 
see  entry  160.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   272  p.  18  x  13  x  1^. 

170.  BAIL  BOND  RECORD,  1921-30.   1  v. 

Copies  of  ball  bonds,  showing  names  of  defendant  and 
sureties,  nature  of  crime,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  and 
dates  of  appearance  and  approval.   Arr.  by  date  of  fil- 
ing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw.,  and 
hdw.  on  pr.  fra.   237  p.  15  x  12^  x  1^. 

171.  RECOGNIZANCE  RECORD,  1868-1923.   1  v. 
Copies  of  recognizance  bonds,  showing  dates  of  bond  and 
court  term,  names  of  defendant  and  sureties,  amount  of 
bond,  date  set  for  appearance,  and  nature  of  crime. 
Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   574  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 

172.  (CHANCERY  FILES),  1837—.   177  f.b.  (1-177). 
Original  papers  filed  In  chancery  cases,  Including  bills 
for  partition,  divorce,  foreclosure,  to  construe  will, 
to  quiet  title,  and  for  specific  performance;  answers 

of  defendant  and  guardian  ad  litem;  reference  to  master, 
master's  report  of  evidence,  and  orders  and  decrees  of 
court,   Arr.  by  case  no.   For  Index,  see  entry  173. 
1837-1917,  hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  f m.  •  1918—,  hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm. ,  and  typed.   10  x  4t  x  13a. 

173.  INDEX  TO  CASES  (Chancery),  1837—.   1  v. 
Index  to  (Chancery  Files),  entry  172,  showing  names  of 
complainant  and  defendant,  kind  of  action,  and  case  and 
file  box  numbers.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  complainant 
and  defendant.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   640  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 

174.  CHANCERY  RECORD,  1837—.   38  v.  (C-T,  J, 
1-15,  15^,  16-18). 

Recoi?d  of  proceedings  In  chancery  cases,  Including  di- 
vorce cases,  showing  term  date,  date,  number,  and  type 
of  case,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  proceedings, 
and  court  orders.   Also  contains  Decree  Record,  1837-47, 
1863-1920,  1924 — ,  entry  175.   Arr.  by  date  of  case. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  Index, 
1857-92,  see  entry  160.   1837-1903.  hdw.:  1904—,  typed. 
640  -  804  p.  18  X  13  X  3  -  18  X  12i  x  3  t. 

175.  DECREE  RECORD,  1848-62,  1921-23.   2  v.  (1  not 
labeled,  1848-62;  1,  1921-23).   Title  varies: 
Records  of  Decrees,  v.  1,  1921-23.   1837-47, 
1863-1920,  1924 —  In  Chancery  Record,  entry 
174. 

Record  of  chancery  decrees,  showing  case  number,  term 
date,  names  of  complainant,  defendant,  sheriff.  Judge, 
clerk,  state's  attorney,  and  master  In  chancery,  type 
of  case,  nature  of  proceedings,  and  court  orders.   Arr. 
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by  date  of  decree.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  complain- 
ant.  1848-62,  hdw.;  1921-23,  typed.   392  -  580  p.  15 
X  12  X  2  -  18  X  13  X  3. 

176.  MECHANICS'  LIEN3,  1888—.   2  f.b. 
Mechanics'  lien  cases,  Including  plans  and  specifica- 
tions of  buildings  and  construction,  showing  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  amount  of  lien,  kind  of  services, 
names  of  claimant  and  defendant,  and  date  of  claim.   Arr. 
by  date  of  claim.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fra. 
and  typed.   10  x  4^  x  13^. 

177.  EXECUTIONS,  1837-1917.   14  f.b. 

Writs  of  execution  on  Judgments,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  date  and  nature  of  writ,  amounts  of 
damages,  Judgment,  Interest,  and  costs,  and  name  of  of- 
ficer serving  and  returning  execution.  Arr.  by  date  of 
issue.  No  Index.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10 
X  4i  X  13i. 

Subsequent  writs  of  execution  kept  with  correspond- 
ing case  papers,  see  entries  161,  166. 

Transcripts 
(See  also  entries  161,166) 

178.  (TRANSCRIPTS  FROM  JUSTICE  OF  PEACE),  1837-1929. 
4  f.b. 

Transcripts  of  Judgments  from  Justice  courts,  showing 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant.  Justice  of  peace,  and 
constable,  kind  of  action,  date  of  summons,  by  whom 
served,  amounts  of  plaintiff's  and  defendant's  costs 
and  constable  fees,  date  of  filing  for  record,  and  sig- 
nature of  clerk.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index. 
1837-69,  hdw.;  1870-1929,  hdw.  and  typed  on  or.  fm. 

10  X  4^  X  13|. 

179.  TRANSCRIPT  FROM  JUSTICE  OF  PEACE  RECORD, 
1847—.   4  V.  (1  not  labeled,  2-4).   Title 
varies:   Justice  Transcript,  1  v.  1847-75. 

Copies  of  transcripts  of  Judgments  from  Justice  and  for- 
eign courts,  showing  names  of  Judge,  Justice  of  peace, 
plaintiff,  and  defendant,  order  to  serve  summons,  date 
and  by  whom  served,  amount  of  plaintiff's  or  defendant's 
costs  and  constable  fees,  nature  of  proceedings,  and 
date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.   1847-75,  hdw.; 
1876 — ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  and  typed.   433  -  640  p.  16  x 

11  X  2  -  18  x  13  X  3. 

Dockets 

180.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1837--.   7  v.  (2  not  label- 
ed, 1837-63;  1,  1869-96;  A-D,  1857—). 

Docket  of  Judgments  entered,  showing  term  date,  case 
number,  names  of  attorneys,  plaintiff,  and  defendant, 
nature  of  action,  date  and  amount  of  Judgment,  amount 
of  costs,  and  book  and  page  of  entry  in  record  and  fee 
book.   1837-74,  arr.  by  date  of  Judgment;  1875 — ,  arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   1837-74,  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  defendant;  1875 — ,  no  index.   1837-63,  hdw.; 
1864 — ,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   286  -  470  p.  18  x  13  x  2 
-  18  X  13  X  3. 
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181.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1837—.   6  v.  (2  not  label- 
ed, 2,  1837-1900;  A-C,  1837—).   Title  varies: 
Fee  Bill  Execution  Docket,  v.  2,  1881-1900. 

Docket  of  executions  on  Judgments,  showing  names  of  at- 
torneys, plaintiff,  defendant,  and  witnesses,  nature  of 
action,  amounts  of  Judgment  and  costs,  and  dates  of 
judgment,  execution,  and  return.   Arr.  by  date  of  execu- 
tion.  Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant; 
for  sep.  index,  1857-92,  see  entry  160.   1837-76,  hdw. ; 
1877—,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   448  -  596  p.  13  x  8^  x  2 
-  18  X  13  X  3. 

182.  JUDGES'  CURRENT  DOCKET,  1844—.   63  v.   (4 
not  labeled,  F-0,  54  not  labeled).   Missing: 
1851-57.   Title  varies:   Docket  Book,  1  v., 
1844-48. 

Judges'  docket  of  common  law,  criminal,  and  chancery 
cases,  showing  term  date,  number  and  type  of  case,  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  and  abstract  of 
proceedings.   Also  contains  notation  of  bail  and  recog- 
nizance bonds  posted  in  criminal  cases;  and  Docket  of 
Fines,  1844-69,  1901 — ,  entry  187.   Arr.  by  date  of  case. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   1844-69,  hdw.; 
1870—,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   143  -  720  p.  13  x 
8  X  li  -  18  X  12  X  3. 

183.  JUDGES'  TRANSFER  DOCKET  COMMON  LAW,  1914—. 

2  v.  (1.  2). 

Judges'  transfer  docket  of  common  law  cases,  showing 
names  of  attorneys,  plaintiff,  and  defeiidant,  type  of 
action,  case  number,  terra  date,  and  abstract  of  pro- 
ceedings.  Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  plaintiff.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   750  p.  17  x 
13  X  3|. 

184.  JUDGES'  TRANSFER  DOCKET  CHANCERY,  1914--. 

3  V.  (1-3). 

Judges'  transfer  docket  of  chancery  cases,  showing  names 
of  attorneys,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  type  of  action, 
case  number,  and  abstract  of  proceedings.   Arr.  by  date 
of  case.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   800  p.  17  x  13  x  4. 

185.  JUDGES'  TRANSFER  DOCKET  CRIMINAL,  1914—. 
1  V.  (3). 

Judges'  transfer  docket  of  criminal  cases,  showing  names 
of  defendant  and  attorney,  type  of  action,  case  number, 
term  date,  and  abstract  of  proceedings;  also  includes 
notations  of  fines  and  bonds.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw.  and  typed  on 
pr.  fm.   640  p.  17  x  13  x  3. 

186.  (Mechanics')  LIEN  DOCKET,  1888—.   1  v. 
Docket  of  mechanics'  liens,  showing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  amount  of  lien,  date  of  filing,  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  and  satisfaction.   Arr.  by  date 
of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant; for  sep.  index,  1888-92,  see  entry  160.   Hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  and  typed.   422  p.  18  x  13  x  2^. 


circuit  Court  -  Fee 
(197-192)  190     Books;  Reports  to  Court 

187.  DOCKET  OF  FINE3,  1870-1900.   1  v.   1844-69, 
1901 —  In  Judges'  Current  Docket,  entry  182. 

Record  of  fines  assessed  In  circuit  court,  showing  name 
of  defendant,  nature  of  charge,  amounts  of  Judgment,  fine, 
and  costs,  date  and  amount  of  payment,  and  book  and  page 
of  entry  In  fee  book.   Arr,  by  date  of  fine.   For  Index, 
1870-92,  see  entry  160.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  li. 

For  other  notations  of  fines,  see  entry  185. 

188.  BAR  DOCKET,  1849-76.   2  v.   Missing:  1852-71. 
Bar  Docket  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  de- 
fendant, witnesses,  and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  and 
date  set  for  hearing.   Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.   No 
Index.   Hdw.   100  p.  12i  x  7i  x  1. 

Fee  Books 

189.  COMMON  LAW  (and  Criminal)  FEE  BOOK,  1837—. 
14  V.   (CCCC,  2  not  labeled,  D-Q,  1837-99; 
G,  H,  K,  N,  Q,  R,  T,  1882—). 

Record  of  fees  charged,  collected,  and  dls,bur8ed  In 
common  law,  criminal,  and  confession  of  Judgment  cases, 
showing  date,  number,  and  nature  of  case,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant.  Judge,  sheriff,  and  witnesses; 
and  dates,  amounts;  and  purposes  of  fees  charged,  col- 
lected, and  disbursed.   Also  contains  Chancery  Fee  Book, 
1837-81,  entry  190.   Arr.  by  date  of  case.   Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.   1337-72, 
hdw.;  1873--,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   430  -  560  p.  13  x 
8  X  2  -  18  X  13  X  2. 

190.  CPIANCERY  FEE  BOOK,  1882—.   6  v.  (I,  J,  L, 
0,  P.  S).   1837-81  In  Common  Law  (and  Crim- 
inal) Fee  Book,  entry  189. 

Record  of  fees  charged,  collected,  and  disbursed  In 
chancery  cases,  showing  date  and  number  of  case,  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  Judge,  sheriff,  witnesses,  and 
clerk,  and  dates,  amounts,  and  purposes  of  fees  charged, 
collected,  and  disbursed.   Arr.  by  date  of  case.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
504  p.  18  X  13  X  3. 

Reports  to  Court 
(See  also  entry  172) 

191.  CORONER'S  INQUESTS,  1840—.   4  f.b. 
Reports  of  coroner's  Inquests,  showing  names  of  de- 
ceased, witnesses.  Jurors,  and  coroner,  date,  cause, 
and  place  of  death,  physician's  and  coroner's  certifi- 
cation, list  of  personal  effects,  and  dates  of  In- 
quest and  report.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  Index. 
1840-70,  hdw.;  1871—,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   lOi  x  4^  x  13. 

192.  STATE'S  ATTORNEYS'  REPORT  RECORD,  1873-99. 

1  V.   1900 —  In  Common  Law  Record,  entry  163. 
Record  of  state's  attorney's  reports  of  fee,  fine,  and 
forfeiture  collections,  showing  Inclusive  dates  of  re- 
port, date  and  nature  of  case,  amounts  and  fines,  and 
forfeitures,  names  of  Judge,  defendant,  state's  attorney, 
and  treasurer,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
port.  No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   320  p.  18  x  13  x  li. 


circuit  Court  -  Jury  Lists;  .,__  ,__. 

Probation;  Naturalization    191  U93-198J 

Jury  Lists 

193.   REGISTER  OF  JUR0R3,  1873.   2  v.  (A,  B). 
Register  of  circuit  court  Jurors,  showing  name  of  Juror, 
term  of  service,  mileage,  amount  of  fees,  and  date  of 
payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   No  index.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   300  -  320  p.  18  x  12  x  2  -  16  x  12  x  2i. 


Probation 
(See  also  entry  156) 

194.   (PROBATION  OFFICER'S  PAPERS),  1934—.  1  bdl. 
Documents  of  adult  probation  officer,  including  pleas 
and  petitions  for  probation,  and  reports  of  investiga- 
tion.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Typed.   15 
X  6  X  5. 


Naturalization 

195.  (NATURALIZATION  FILES),  1837-97.   2  f.b. 
Documents  in  naturalization  cases,  Including  certifi- 
cates of  arrival,  declarations  of  intention,  petitions 
for  final  certificates,  final  certificates,  and  oaths. 
Arr.  by  date  of  document.   No  index.   Hdw,  on  pr.  fm. 
10  X  4t  X  13. 

196.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  FINAL,  1860-1906.   2  v. 
(A,  B). 

Copies  of  petitions  and  final  certificates  of  naturaliza- 
tion, showing  names  of  alien  and  witnesses,  dates  of 
oath  and  entry  into  the  United  States,  final  oath  of 
allegiance,  court  order  of  admittance  to  citizenship, 
acknowledgment,  and  signature  of  clerk.   Also  contains 
Naturalization  Record  Soldiers  and  Minors,  1893-1906, 
entry  198.   Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  alien.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   570  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 

197.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  INTENTIONS,  1359-1906. 
3  v.  (A,  B,  B). 

Copies  of  declarations  of  intention,  showing  dates  of 
arrival  and  declaration,  name,  age,  occupation,  and  na- 
tivity of  alien,  renunciation  of  allegiance  to  native 
country,  and  signature  of  alien.   Arr.  by  date  of  fil- 
ing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  alien.   Hdw.  on  or.  fm. 
298  -  578  p.  18  X  13  X  li  -  18  X  13  x  2i. 

198.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  SOLDIERS  AND  MINORS, 
1865-92.   1  V.   1893-1906  in  Naturalization 
Record  Final,  entry  196. 

Copies  of  minors'  and  discharged  soldiers'  petitions, 
final  oaths,  and  certificates  of  naturalization,  show- 
ing terra  date,  names  of  Judge,  clerk,  and  petitioner, 
dates  of  certificate  of  arrival,  enlistment  and  dis- 
charge from  United  States  Army,  final  oath  of  allegiance, 
oaths  of  witnesses,  and  order  of  court.  Arr.  by  date 
of  naturalization.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  alien. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   574  p.  19  x  13  x  3. 
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199.  NATURALIZATION  DOCKET,  1871-94.   1  v. 
Docket  of  petitions  for  naturalization,  showing  teiTn 
date,  names  of  petitioner  and  witnesses,  dates  of  af- 
fidavits of  petitioner  and  witnesses,  and  court  orders. 
Arr.  by  date  of  petition.   No  Index.   Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   326  p.  16  X  lli  X  li. 

Office  Transactions 

200.  WITNESS  AFFIDAVITS,  1908—.   3  v. 

Copies  of  witness  affidavits,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  witnesses,  residence  of  witnesses, 
number  of  miles  traveled  and  days  of  service,  and  a- 
mount  due.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  Index.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  17  x  9i  x  li. 

201.  PRAECIPE  FOR  EXECUTION,  1888-1922.   1  v. 
Copies  of  requests  for  praecipes  for  execution,  show- 
ing copies  of  praecipes  with  signatures  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorney.   Arr.  by  date  of  request.   No 
Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  14  x  8i  x  1^. 

202.  SUBPOENA,  1866-83.   2  v. 

Record  of  request  for  subpoenas,  showing  term  of  court, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  clerk,  witnesses,  and 
attorney,  and  date  of  subpoena.  Arr.  by  date  of  sub- 
poena.  No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  14  x  19  x  i. 


(Next  entry  203,  p.  195) 
VII.   SHERIFF 


The  sheriff,  by  constitutional  provision,  has  been 
an  elected  officer  In  Cass  County  from  the  organization 
of  the  county  In  1837,  to  the  present.   The  terra  of  his 
office,  originally  set  at  two  years,  ^  Is  now  four  years. "^ 
In  1880  It  was  provided  by  constitutional  amendment,  that 
no  person  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  should  be 
eligible  for  reelection  to  that  office  until  four  years 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.^  His  bond 
In  this  county  Is  required  In  the  sum  of  $10,000  and 
must  be  approved  by  the  county  Judge. ^  Memoranda  of 
this  bond  are  entered  at  large  upon  the  records  of  the 
county  court,  and  the  bond  Is  filed  In  the  office  of 
the  county  clerk. °  The  compensation  of  the  sheriff  Is 
fixed  by  the  county  board  within  the  limits  set  by  the 
constitution.   In  counties  the  size  of  Cass,  with  a 
population  of  16,425,  the  compensation  of  the  sheriff 
shall  not  exceed  $1,500  a  year.'  One  or  more  deputies 
are  appointed  by  the  sheriff  In  accordance  with  the 
number  allowed  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court.   Compensa- 
tion of  the  deputies  Is  determined  by  the  county  board. ° 
The  sheriff  Is  warden  of  the  county  Jail  and  has  cus- 
tody and  regulation  of  the  same  and  of  all  prisoners. ^ 
To  assist  him  In  this  administration,  he  appoints  a 
superintendent  of  the  county  Jail  for  whose  conduct 
he  Is  responsible,  and  whom  he  may  remove  at  pleas- 
ure. ■'■'-' 

Essentially,  without  change,  for  over  one  hundred 
years,  the  principal  duties  of  the  sheriff  are  the 
following: 


1.  Const.  1819,  Art.  m,  sec.  11;  Const.  1348,  Art. 
VII,  sec.  7;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  second 
amendment  November  22,  1880,  to  the  Const.  1870, 
Art.  X,  sec.  8;  also  L.  1819,  p.  109,110;  R.3. 
1874,  p.  989. 

2.  Const.  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Const.  1848,  Art. 
VII,  sec.  7. 

3.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

4.  Ibid. ,  as  amended  November,  1880. 

5.  R7^  1874,  p.  989.   Cf.  R.L.  1827,  p.  371.   Prior 
to  the  organization  of  the  county  court,  the  sher- 
iff's bond  and  securities  were  approved  by  the  cir- 
cuit court. 

6.  R.3.  1845,  p.  514;  R.3.  1874,  p.  989. 

7.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  10. 

8.  R.L.  1827,  p.  373;  R.3.  1845,  p.  515;  L.  1869,  p. 
399;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

9.  L.  1819,  p.  111,112;  R.L.  1827,  p.  247-50;  L.  1831, 
p.  103,104,106;  R.L.  1833,  p.  574,575;  L.  1845,  p. 
8,10,19;  R.3.  1845,  p.  133,134,515-17;  R.3.  1874, 
p.  616,989-91;  L.  1901,  p.  137,138;  L.  1923,  p. 
423-26.   The  citations  also  Include  references  to 
duties  not  Included  In  the  general  outline  noted 
above. 

10.   L.  1923,  p.  423. 
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1.  To  act  as  conservator  of  the  peace,  with 
power  to  arrest  offenders  on  vlew.J-^ 

2.  To  attend  In  person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts 
of  record  (city,  county,  probate,  circuit, 
and  appellate  courts)  In  his  county,  and  to 
obey  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  courts. ■'•^ 

3.  To  serve,  execute,  and  return  all  writs,  war- 
rants, process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally 
directed  to  hlra.-^'^ 


I.   To  sell  real  or  personal  property  by 
of  execution  or  other  process. 1'* 


virtue 


5.   To  send  fingerprints  of  criminals  to  the 

State  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification  and 
Investlratlon.^^ 

•  In  the  course  of  the  sheriff's  many  detailed 
duties  Included  In  these  broad  provisions,  the  follow- 
ing records  may  be  kept  but  do  not  appear  In  Cass 
County: 

1.  Receipts  of  deliveries  of  prisoners  In  changes 
of  venue. ^^ 

2.  Copies  of  reoorts  to  the  county  court  and  cir- 
cuit court.  ^''' 

S.   Reports  of  pawnbrokers  on  loans  and  articles 
pawned. ^° 

4.   Data  of  Identification  of  criminals  and  stolen 
property. l- 

The  following  records  may  be  kept  and  do  appear: 

1.  Register  of  prisoners.  ^ 

2.  "Book  of  Accounts,"  Including  records  of  fees 


and  disbursements. 


21 


3.  Docket  of  executions. 

4.  Process  docket. 


11.  R.L.  1827,  p.  372;  R.S.  1945,  p.  515;  R.S.  1374, 
p.  990. 

12.  Ibid. 

13.  Ibid. 

14.  R.L.  1227,  p.  334;  L.  1338-39,  p.  14-18,  20;  R.S. 
1845,  p.  302.306,307;  L.  1371-72,  p.  505-7;  R.S. 
1874,  p.  622,623,627-29. 

15.  L.  1931,  p.  465. 

16.  R.S.  1874,  D.  1096. 

17.  Ibid.,  p.  617;  L.  1923,  D.  424;  L.  1933,  p.  679. 

18.  L.  1909,  0.  301. 

19.  L.  1931,  p.  455. 

20.  R.S.  1374,  p.  617;  L.  1923,  c.  424. 

21.  L.  1871-72,  o.  450-451;  L.  1373-74,  p.  104.105. 


Sheriff-  Process; 
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Process 

203.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1883--.   3  v.  (1,  2,  E). 
Missing:   1898-1901. 

Docket  of  executions,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  court,  type  of  action,  amount  of 
Judgment,  dates  of  Judgment  and  issue  and  return  of  exe- 
cution; also  includes  amounts  of  sheriff's  fees  charged 
and  collected  for  service  of  executions,  1935--.   Arr. 
by  date  of  execution.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   320  p. 
14  X  8  X  1.   V.  1,  1883-97,  strm. ,  bsmt.;  v.  2,  E,  1902--, 
eh. 's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

For  prior  records  of  fees,  see  entry  206. 

204.  PROCESS  DOCKET,  18£7--.   7  v.  (A,  D,  F-I,  H). 
Missing:   1889-1906,  1913-20. 

Docket  of  process,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  court,  and  process  server,  and  dates  of 
issue  and  service;  also  includes  amount  of  sheriff's 
fees  for  service  of  process,  1935 — .   Arr.  by  date  of 
Issue.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   400  p.  16  x  12  x  2. 
V.  A,  D,  F,  G,  1887-1912,  strra. ,  bsmt.;  v.  H,  I,  H, 
1913--,  sh.  's  off.,  1st  fl. 

For  records  of  prior  process  service  fees,  see  entry 
206. 

Jail  Records 

205.  REGISTER  OF  PRISONERS,  1872—.   2  v.  (1,  1  not 
labeled).   Title  varies:   Jail  Record,  v.  I, 
1872-1933. 

Register  of  prisoners  in  county  Jail,  showing  name  of 
prisoner,  nature  of  charge,  financial  and  personal  sta- 
tistics, date  and  period  of  commitment,  and  date  and 
nature  of  discharge.   Arr.  by  date  of  commitment.   No 
index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   210  p.  17  x  15  x  1/2. 
Sh. 's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

Fees 

206.  SHERIFF'S  SERVICE  REGISTER,  1874-1934.   7  v. 
(2  not  labeled;  D,  E,  1-3).   Missing:   1885, 
1886.   Title  varies:   Receipts  of  Expendi- 
tures, 1  v.,  1874-77;  Sheriff's  Register  of 
Fees,  3  v. ,  1878-1926. 

Register  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  sheriff's  fees, 
showing  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  receipt  or  expendi- 
ture, name  of  recipient  or  payer,  total  amount  of  re- 
ceipt or  expenditure,  and  balance  on  hand.   Arr.  by  date 
of  transaction.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300- 
400  p.,  14  X  9i  X  li.   2  v.  not  labeled,  v.  D,  1874-94, 
strm.,  bsmt.;  v.  E,  1-3,  1895-1954,  sh. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

For  subsequent  records  of  sheriff's  execution  fees, 
see  entry  203;  for  subsequent  records  of  sheriff's  fees 
on  service  of  process,  see  entry  204. 


(207)  196  Sheriff 

Miscellaneous  Papers 

207.   (SHERIFF'S  MISCELLANEOUS  FILES),  1875--. 
7  f.b. 
Miscellaneous  documents  filed  In  sheriff's  office  In- 
cluding: 

1.   Accounts  and  affidavit  of  maintenance  costs 
of  prisoners  filed  by  Jailer,  1906,  show- 
ing name  of  prisoner,  dates  of  commitment 
and  discharge,  dally  and  total  amounts  of 
maintenance  costs,  and  signature  of  Jail- 
er. 
11.   Agreements  of  conditional  sale  and  promis- 
sory note  of  auto  sales,  1929,  showing 
name  and  description  of  auto,  dates  and 
sunounts  of  sale,  down  payment,  and  monthly 
payments,  and  names  of  vendor  and  purchaser, 
ill.   Appointments  of  deputies,  1927—,  showing 

name  of  deputy,  date  and  order  of  appoliit- 
raent,  oath,  and  date  of  flllne. 
Iv.   Bonds,  attachment,  ball,  capias.  Indemnifi- 
cation, recognizance,  and  replevin,  1876- 
1937,  showing  purpose,  date,  amount,  and 
obligations  of  bonds,  names  of  principal, 
sureties,  and  sheriff,  and  date  of  filing'. 
v.   Certificates  of  final  settlement  ror  taxes, 
1903-5,  showing  names  of  city,  auditor  of 
public  accounts,  county,  and  collector,  and 
date  of  settlement. 
vl.   Certificates  of  levy,  sale,  and  redemption, 
sheriff's,  1875-1928,  showing  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  names  of  owner, 
plaintiff,  and  purchaser,  dates  and  amounts 
of  levy,  sale  or  redemption,  and  dates  of 
filing  and  recordlnc 
vll.   Certificates  of  publication,  1902-26,  show- 
ing date  and  number  of  certificate,  de- 
scription of  advertised  property,  cost  of 
publication,  and  printer's  notice, 
vlii.   Citations,  19?,6,  showing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  nature  of  charge,  and  dates 
of  filing  and  appearance. 
Ix.   Complaints,  1907-30,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  sheriff,  nature  of 
complaint,  kind  of  writ  Issued,  and  date 
of  filing. 
X.   Fee  bills,  1883-1926,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  nature  of  charge, 
amounts  of  fees  and  costs,  and  date  of  fil- 
ing. 
xl.   Information  instruments,  1929,  1930,  snowing 
names  of  court,  county  defendant,  and 
state's  attorney,  nature  of  charge,  and 
dates  of  commission  of  crime  and  filing, 
xll.   Lists  of  lands  delinquent  in  drainage  and 

paving  assessment  payments,  1920-24,  showing 
name  of  owner,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, amounts  of  annual  benefits,  assessed 
^       valuation.  Installments,  and  Interest  and 
costs,  and  date  of  assessment. 
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xlll.   Lists  of  motor  vehicles  found,  seized,  or 

stolen,  1929,  showing  names  and  addresses 
of  ovmer  and  person  finding  or  seizing  car, 
description  of  car,  and  date  of  finding, 
seizure,  or  theft. 
xlv.   Lists  of  poultry  dealers'  licenses,  1927, 
showing  date  and  number  of  license,  and 
name  and  address  of  dealer. 
XV.   Notices  of  foreclosures  on  mortgages,  1905- 
24,  showing  notice  of  filing  of  petition 
to  appoint  receiver,  names  of  complainant, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  date  and  number 
of  notice,  description  of  property,  date 
of  sale,  and  amount  of  taxes. 
xvl.   Notice  of  petition  at  equity  to  quiet  title, 
1895,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, dates  of  court  term,  and  default, 
amount  of  claim,  and  description  of  prop- 
erty. 

xvll.   Notice  of  mortgage  sale  of  chattel  property, 
1926,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee, description  of  property,  terms  of 
mortgage,  and  date  of  sale. 
xvlll.   Notices  of  sheriff's  sale,  1902-29,  showing 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  descrip- 
tion of  property,  dates  of  filing  and  sale, 
and  sheriff's  signature. 
xix.   Notice  of  withe rawal  of  bondsmen,  1900,  show- 
ing dates  of  bond  and  court  term,  names  of 
bondsmen,  and  notice  to  apprehend  princioal. 
XX.   Orders  of  county  clerk  authorizing  collector 
to  receive  delinquent  taxes,  1876-86,  show- 
ing date  of  order,  nature  and  amount  of  de- 
linquent tax,  tax  spread,  and  names  of 
payer,  collector,  and  clerk. 
xxl.   Orders  for  discharge  of  prisoners,  1887-1914, 
showing  name  and  number  of  prisoner,  dates 
of  conviction  and  order,  nature  of  charge, 
and  signatures  of  governor,  sheriff,  and 
Justice  of  peace. 

xxil.   Orders  for  temporary  injunction,  1925,  show- 
ing kind  of  action,  case  number,  names  of 
defendant,  referee  in  bankruptcy,  and  court, 
and  date  of  filing. 
xxlii.   Receipts  for  county  orders,  1906,  showing 

date,  amount,  number,  and  purpose  of  order, 
and  names  of  recipient  and  bank  holding 
order. 

xxlv.   Receipts  for  taxes,  1900,  showing  date  of 

payment,  name  of  owner  and  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  and  amount  of  tax. 
XXV.   Schedules  filed  by  debtors,  1877-1935,  show- 
ing itemized  list  and  value  of  real  and 
personal  property,  appraiser's  valuation, 
oath,  and  certification,  amount  of  debt, 
and  list  of  articles  selected  by  auditor. 

xxvi.   Statements  of  accounts  of  county  collector 
to  county  clerk,  1903-5,  showing  names  of 
collector  and  county,  date  and  total  amount 
of  tax,  Itemized  list  of  kinds  and  amounts 


(207  cont. ) 
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and  total  of  tax  to  be  accoanted  for,  and 
number  of  district  from  which  due,  Itemized 
and  total  amounts  accounted  for  by  credit 
for  errors  In  real  estate  assessments,  back 
taxes,  Insolvencies,  removals  on  personal 
property,  forfeitures,  payments  to  township 
treasurer,  county  clerk's  commission,  and 
previous  payments  by  collector,  signature 
of  collector,  and  certification  of  county 
clerk. 
xxvll*   Subpoenas,  1390-1934,  showing  name  and  ad- 
dress of  person  subpoenaed,  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  clerk,  and  dates  of 
subpoena  and  filing, 
xxvlll.   Summonses,  1336 — ,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  attorney,  court,  and  county, 
date,  number  and  nature  of  summons,  and 
amount  of  damages. 
xxlx.   True  bills,  1901-31,  showing  date  of  filing, 
names  of  grand  Jury  foreman,  witnesses, 
and  defendant,  nature  of  Indictment  and 
crime,  and  date  of  court  term. 
XXX.   Waivers  of  extradition,  1930 — ,  showing  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  witnesses,  and 
sheriff,  and  date  of  filing. 
xxxl.   Warrants,  1387 — ,  showing  nature  and  purpose 
of  warrant,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  issuing  and  serving  officer,  and  dates 
of  issue  and  service. 
xxxll.   Writs  of  attachment,  capias  pro  fine,  commit- 
ment, criminal  capias,  execution,  habeas 
corpus,  injunction,  mittimus,  replevin, 
restitution,  and  supersedeas,  1876 — ,  show- 
ing kind  and  purpose  of  writ,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  attorneys,  and  is- 
suing and  serving  officer,  and  date  of 
filing. 
No  obvious  arr.  No  index.   Hdw. ,  typed  and  hdw.,  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  1/2  x  5  x  16,   Sh. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 


(Next  entry  208,  p.  200) 
VIII.   CORONER 


The  coroner's  office  In  Cass  County  has  continued  In 
existence  from  the  organization  of  the  county  in  1837,  to 
the  present.!  xhe  coroner  Is  elected  by  the  county 
electorate  for  a  four-year  terra."  After  certification 
of  his  election  by  the  county  clerk,  filing  of  his  bond, 
and  taking  oath  of  office,  he  receives  his  commission 
from  the  Governor.*^  The  coroner's  bond  In  this  county 
Is  required  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  and  must  be  approved  by 
the  county  Judge. ^  The  Inquest  duties  of  this  official 
have  changed  little  over  a  period  of  more  than  a  century. 
The  coroner  acts  as  a  conservator  of  the  peace  with 
powers  equal  to  those  of  sheriff  In  this  respect  and 
serves  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  the  courts  in  the 
absence  or  disqualification  of  the  sheriff;  he  also 
performs  all  the  duties  of  the  latter  when  the  office 
is  vacant.^ 

The  most  important  function  of  the  coroner  is  to 
hold  inquests  over  the  bodies  of  persons  supposed  to 
have  come  to  their  death  by  violence,  casualty,  or  other 
undue  means.   When  notification  of  such  death  Is  re- 
ceived, the  coroner  proceeds  to  the  body,  takes  charge 
of  it,  and  summons  a  Jury  composed  of  six  men  from  the 
vicinity  in  which  the  body  was  found.   The  Jury  is  in- 
structed to  assemble  at  a  stated  time  and  place,  to 
view  the  body  and  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and  manner 
of  the  death.   If  the  inquest  is  continued  and  a  vacancy 
should  occur  on  the  Jury,  the  coroner  is  allowed  to  fill 
such  vacancy. 6 

To  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  are 
returned  the  verdict  of  the  Jury,  and  such  recognizance 
as  may  be  given  the  coroner  by  witnesses  whose  testimony 
Implicates  any  person  as  the  unlawful  slayer  of  the  de- 
ceased." In  his  office,  the  coroner  files  and  preserves 
the  record  of  such  testimony. 8  The  coroner  also  keeps 


1.  Const.  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  L.  1849,  Second 
Sess.,  p.  7;  Const.  1370,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

2.  The  office  Is  constitutional  and  elective  (Const. 
1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec. 
8).   The  term,  formerly  two  years,  is  now  four 
years  (second  amendment,  November  ?2,  1880,  to 
Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8). 

3.  R.3.  1845,  o.  514;  R.3.  1874,  p.  281. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  231. 

5.  L.  1819,  p.  111,160;  L.  1821,  p.  20-23;  L.  1825, 
D.  53,64;  R.L.  1827,  p.  246-50,372-75;  R.3.  1845, 
p.  515,517;  R.3.  1874,  p.  281,282. 

6.  L.  1821,  p.  22-24;  R.3.  1845,  p.  517,518;  R.3. 
1874,  p.  2G2-84;  L.  1879,  p.  82;  L.  1907,  p.  213; 
L.  1919,  p.  403,404;  L.  1931,  p.  388,339. 

7.  L.  1821,  p.  24,25;  R.S.  1845,  p.  518;  R.3.  1374, 
p.  283. 

8.  L.  1369,  p.  104,105;  R.L.  1874,  p.  283;  L.  1907, 
c.  213,214;  L.  1919,  p.  293,294. 
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one  record  which  he  originates,  the  "Inquest  record." 
This  record  recapitulates  all  the  data  Involved  In  the 
entire  Inquest  procedure  and  Includes  an  Inventory  and 
accounting  of  the  personal  property  and  money  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Deputy  coroners  appointed  by  this  official  assist 
him  In  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 
The  number  of  deputies  Is  set  by  rule  of  the  circuit 
court,  and  their  compensation  Is  determined  by  the 
county  board  of  supervisors.   The  bond  or  securities 
oT  these  assistants  are  taken  by  the  coroner  and  the 
oath  to  which  each  subscribes  Is  filed  in  the  county 
clerk's  office. ^ 

For  other  coroner's  records,  see  entries  66  (xll), 
191. 


208.   CORONER'S  RECORD,  1885—.   3  v.  (1  not  la- 
beled, C,  D).   Missing:   1903-27. 
Record  of  proceedings  of  coroner "^s  Inquests,  showing 
name  of  deceased,  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death,  names 
of  Jurors,  witnesses,  and  coroner,  verdict  of  Jury,  de- 
scription of  deceased.  Inventory  and  disposition  of 
personal  effects,  suid  date  of  Inquest.   Arr.  by  date  of 
Inquest,   1885-1902,  no  Index;  1928—,  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  deceased.   1885-1902,  hdw. ;  1928 — ,  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   156  -  580  p.  18  x  11  1/2  x  1  -  18  x  13  x  2.   1  v. 
not  labeled,  1885-1902,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl.;  v.  C, 
D,  1928 — ,  cor. 's  off.,  312  West  8th  St.,  Beardstown, 
Illinois. 


9.   Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  L.  1881,  p.  63. 


(Next  entry  209,  p.  203) 
IX.   STATE'S  ATTORNEY 


In  Cass  County,  since  its  organization  In  1837,  the 
state's  attorney  has  commenced  and  prosecuted  In  courts 
of  record  all  actions  In  which  the  people  of  the  state 
or  county  were  concerned.   This  officer  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  until  1835,  when  he  became  an  appointee 
of  the  Q-eneral  Assembly. 2  This  latter  provision  re- 
mained effective  until  1848,  when  the  state's  attorney 
became  an  elective  officer  of  the  circuit  district 
electorate.^  At  this  time  his  services  also  were  ex- 
panded to  Include  the  newly  created  county  court.   Fin- 
ally, the  present  constitution  made  the  office  elective 
in  and  for  each  county.^  Bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  has 
been  required  since  1872.^  From  the  creation  of  this 
office  in  the  state  until  the  present,  the  state's  at- 
torney has  continued  to  receive  his  commission  from  the 
Governor  for  the  tenure  of  his  office. 6  In  1827  his 
appointment  v;as  set  at  a  four-year  terra,   in  1835  his 
term  was  reduced  to  two  years."  Then,  by  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  1848,^  the  state's  attorney's  office 
became  elective  by  the  district  electorate  for  a  four- 
year  term,  the  first  term,  however,  being  only  for  three 
years  and  ending  in  1852.   In  Cass  County  the  state's 
attorney  receives  an  annual  salary  of  $2,000  with  an 
additional  $400  paid  by  the  state.   Statutory  fee  rates 
are  allowed  him  for  convictions  on  specified  offenses 
and  crimes  before  Justices  of  the  peace,  police  magis- 
trates, county  and  circuit  courts.   Also,  rates  are 
established  for  preliminary  examinations  of  defendants, 
for  attendance  at  trials,  and  for  appeals.   These  sev- 
eral fees  and  rates  make  up  a  county  fund  from  which 
is  paid  his  salary, ■'■'^ 


ing: 


paid  his  salary. 

The  duties  of  the  state's  attorney  are  the  follow- 


1.  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions,  sulfa. 
Indictments,  and  prosecutions,  civil  or 
criminal.  In  any  court  of  record  in  his 
county  In  which  the  people  of  the  state 
or  county  may  be  concerned. 


1.  R.L.  1827,  p.  79,30;  L.  1835,  p.  44;  R.S.  1845, 
p.  76;  R.S.  1874,  p.  173,174. 

2.  L.  1835,  p.  44. 

3.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21. 

4.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22;  R.S.  1374,  p.  172. 

5.  L.  1871-72,  p.  139. 

6.  R.L.  1333,  p.  93;  L.  1835,  p.  44;  Const.  1848,  Art. 
V,  sec.  28;  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22;  R.S. 
1874,  p.  172. 

7.  R.L.  1827,  p.  79,80. 

8.  L.  1835,  p.  44. 

9.  Art.  V,  sec.  21;  effective  In  1849. 

10.   L.  1871-72,  D.  422:  L.  1873-74,  p.  104,105;  L.  1909, 
p.  231-33;  L.  1929,  p.  474-76;  L.  1937,  p.  607. 
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2.  To  prosecute  all  forfeited  bonds  and  recog- 
nizances and  all  actions  and  proceedings 
for  the  recovery  of  debts,  revenues,  moneys, 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  accruing 
to  the  state  or  his  county,  or  to  any  school 
district  In  his  county;  also  to  prosecute 
all  suits  In  his  county  against  railroads 

or  transportation  companies,  which  may  be 
prosecuted  In  the  name  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Illinois. 

3.  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions  and 
proceedings  brought  up  by  any  county  of- 
ficer In  his  official  capacity. 

4.  To  defend  all  actions  and  proceedings 
brought  against  his  county  or  against  any 
county  or  state  officer,  In  his  official 
capacity,  In  his  county. 

5.  To  attend  the  examination  of  all  persons 
brought  before  any  Judge  on  habeas  corpus 
when  the  prosecution  Is  In  his  county. 

6.  To  attend  before  Justices  of  the  peace  and 
prosecute  charges  of  felony  or  misdemeanor 
for  which  the  offender  Is  required  to  be 
recognized  and  to  appear  before  a  court  of 
record  when  It  Is  within  his  power  to  do  so. 

7.  To  give  his  opinion  without  fee  or  reward, 
to  any  county  officer  or  Justice  of  the 
peace  In  his  county  upon  any  question  of 
law  relating  to  any  criminal  or  other 
matter  In  which  the  people  of  the  state 
or  county  may  be  concerned. 

8.  To  assist  the  Attorney  General  whenever  It 
may  be  necessary,  and  In  cases  of  appeal 
or  writ  of  error  from  his  county  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  which  It  Is  the  duty  of 
the  Attorney  General  to  attend,  he  shall, 
a  reasonable  time  before  the  trial  of 
such  appeal  or  writ  of  error,  furnish  the 
Attorney  General  with  a  brief,  showing 
the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  questions 
Involved. 

9.  To  pay  all  moneys  received  by  him  In  trust, 
without  delay,  to  the  officer  who  by  law 

Is  entitled  to  their  custody. 

10,   To  perform  such  other  and  further  duties 
as  may  from  time  to  time  be  enjoined  upon 
him  by  law. 
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11,  To  appear  In  all  proceedings  by  collectors 
of  taxes  against  delinquent  taxpayers  for 
Judgment  to  sell  real  estate,  and  to  see 
that  all  the  necessary  preliminary  steps 
have  been  legally  taken  to  make  the  Judg- 
ment legal  and  binding. •^■'■ 

12.  To  enforce  the  collection  of  all  fines, 
forfeitures,  and  penalties  Imposed  or  in- 
curred in  the  courts  of  record  in  his 
county;  and  to  report  to  the  circuit  court 
on  the  collection  of  these  moneys. ^2 

For  record  of  reports  of  state's  attorney  to  cir- 
cuit court,  see  entry  192. 

209.   STATE'S  ATTORNEY  DOCKET,  1933—.   2  v.  (1  not 
labeled,  2). 
State's  attorney's  docket  showing  term  date,  number  and 
type  of  case,  names  of  defendant,  attorney,  and  witnesses, 
and  notations  of  proceedings  and  court  orders.   Arr.  by 
term  date.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   400  p.  11  1/2  x  10  1/2  x  2.   State's  atty.'s 
off.,  2nd  fl. 


11.  R.3.  1845,  p.  76;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  172-74. 

12.  L.  1909,  p.  405;  L.  1911-12,  p.  89;  L.  1929,  p.  475. 


(Next  entry  210,  p.  206) 

X.   SUPERVISOR  OF  ASSESSMENTS 


The  county  supervisor  of  assessments,  with  the  aid 
of  the  township  assessors  Is  responsible  In  Cass  County, 
for  the  assessment  of  property  upon  which  the  township, 
district,  county,  state,  and  other  taxes  are  levied. 
Principally,  these  officers  annually  revise  the  assess- 
ment of  property,  correct  the  same  upon  complaint,  and 
quadrennially  assess  real  and  personal  property.^  Many 
statutory  provisions  have  regulated  this  function  In  Cass 
County.   Early  laws  fixed  the  value  of  the  several  cate- 
gories of  real  and  personal  property,  leaving  to  the  as- 
sessing officer  only  limited  discretion. 2 

Property  assessments  In  Cass  County  were  first  made 
by  the  county  treasurer,  an  appointee  of  the  county  com- 
missioners' court.''  The  treasurer  continued  to  act  In 
this  capacity  until  1839,  when  the  legislature  provided 
for  the  appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court 
of  district  assessors.^  The  duty  of  property  assessment 
reverted  to  the  county  treasurer  again  In  1844^  and  con- 
tinued to  be  vested  In  that  office  until  1924  when  town- 
ship organization  was  Instituted  In  this  county, 6  and 
assessments  were  made  by  township  assessors,  elected  one 
In  each  township  annually."^ 

Between  1849  and  1924,  the  assessing  officers  In 
Cass  County  received  their  assessment  lists  from,  and 
reported  assessments  to,  the  county  clerk. °  Since  the 
Institution  of  township  organization  In  Cass  County  In 
1924,  the  county  treasurer  has  been,  ex  officio,  super- 
visor of  assessments, 9  and  the  township  assessors  have 
worked  under  his  direction  and  reported  assessment  of 
property  to  him  In  this  capacity. 10  Every  assessor  Is 
bonded  In  the  sum  of  $500.   Bond  for  the  supervisor  of 
assessments  Is  $2,000  or  such  larger  sum  as  the  county 


1.  L.  1871-72,  p.  20-22;  L.  1879,  p.  243;  L.  1881,  p. 
134;  L.  1891,  p.  187;  L.  1898,  p.  37,40,44;  L.  1903, 
p.  295,296;  L.  1923,  p.  491,492,504,505;  L.  1927, 

p.  713,714;  L.  1928,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  106;  L. 
1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sese. ,  p.  66. 

2.  L.  1819,  p.  313-19;  L.  1825,  p.  173;  L.  1839,  p. 
4-6;  L.  1840,  p.  4;  L.  1845,  p.  6. 

3.  R.L.  1827,  p.  330. 

4.  L.  1839,  p.  4. 

5.  L.  1843,  p.  231,237;  effective  In  1844. 

6.  Cass  County  adopted  township  organization  In  1923, 
but  the  change  did  not  become  effective  until  1924. 

7.  L,  1851,  p.  38,54-57;  L.  1853,  p.  14,15;  L.  1855, 
p.  35,37;  L.  1871-72,  p.  20-24. 

8.  L.  1849,  p.  121,128;  L.  1849,  Second  Sees.,  p.  38; 
L.  1853,  p.  14,17,47,49,50;  L.  1871-72,  p.  19,20, 
22,23. 

9.  L.  1898,  p.  36,37. 

10.   L.  1898,  p.  36,37,44;  L.  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.  p. 


66,70. 
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board  may  determine.  ^ 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  2,  22-37. 
66  (1,  Ix,  xlll-xvlll,  xx-xxll),  67  (xvll,  xxlv,  xxvl), 
83,  105,  111,  112,  207  (v,  xll,  xx,  xxlv,  xxvl),  212- 
220,  232,  255-257. 

210.   CORRECTED  LIST  OF  LAND3,  1924-25.   1  v.  1853- 
1923,  1926—  In  Assessor's  Books,  entry  22. 
Lists  of  lands  on  which  valuations,  descriptions,  and 
ownerships  have  been  corrected,  showing  name  of  owner 
and  legal  description  of  property,  number  of  Improved 
and  unimproved  acres,  and  value  per  acre.   Arr.  by  twp., 
sec,  and  range  nos.   No  Index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
320  p.  18  X  13  X  1  1/2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

211.   GUIDE  BOOK,  1852-84.   15  v.   Missing:   1853- 
66,  1873-79.   Title  varies:   Field  Book  for 
Assessors  of  Real  Estate,  6  v.,  1880-84, 
Assessors'  lists  of  taxable  real  estate  for  determining 
property  valuations,  showing  numbers  of  range  and  town- 
ship, name  of  owner,  legal  description  of  real  estate, 
value  per  acre,  total  value,  and  assessors'  remarks. 
Arr.  by  twp.,  sec,  and  range  nos.  No  index.  Hdw.  150  p. 
16  X  10  X  1/2.   Strm. ,  bsmt. 


11.   L.  1898,  p.  38,39;  L.  1923,  p.  493,494;  L.  1927, 
p.  743,744. 


(Next  entry  212,  p.  207) 
XI.   BOARD  OF  REVIEW 


Tt^e   authority  to  assess,  equalize  and  review  or  re- 
vise the  assessment  of  property,  an  Important  aspect  of 
the  revenue  procedure,  is  exercised  by  the  board  of  re- 
view.^  Early  legislation  provided  for  appeals  from  as- 
sessments to  the  county  commissioners'  court.   The  court 
was  empowered  to  review  and  revise  assessments  on  real 
and  personal  property. ^  In  1849,  when  the  county  court 
succeeded  the  county  commissioners'  court  in  Cass  County 
appeals  were  made  to  that  body.*^  This  provision  re- 
mained effective  until  1873  when  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  became  the  administrative  body  and  heard 
all  appeals.'^  The  board  of  county  commissioners  in 
their  annual  meeting  examined  the  assessment  rolls  in 
the  several  districts  to  ascertain  whether  the  valuation 
in  one  district  bore  Just  relation  to  the  valuations  in 
all  other  districts  in  the  county,  and  were  empowered  to 
increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate  valuation  of  real 
estate  in  any  district  accordingly.   They  could  make 
whatever  alterations  they  deemed  necessary  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  lands  of  nonresidents,  and  were  re- 
quired to  assess  the  value  of  any  lands  omitted  by  the 
assessor.*"   In  1873  the  duties  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  with  regard  to  assessments  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  To  assess  omitted  property. 

2.  To  reviev;  assessments  upon  complaint. 

3.  To  hear  and  determine  the  application  of 
any  person  assessed  on  property  claimed 
to  be  exempt  from  taxation. 

4.  To  ascertain  whether  the  valuation  in  one 
town  or  district  bore  Just  relation  to 
the  valuation  in  all  towns  or  districts 
in  the  county  and  adjust  the  assessment.^ 

In  1898  the  board  of  county  commissioners  became, 
ex  officio,  the  board  of  review. "^  However,  since  the 
institution  of  township  organization  in  1924  the  board 

1.  L.  1B98,  p.  46-49;  L.  1915,  p.  566-70;  L.  1919,  p. 
727; -L.  1923,  p.  496-502;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess., 
p.  85-90;  L.  1931-32,  First  3p.  Sess.,  p.  71,75-79; 
L.  1935,  p.  1163-66. 

2.  L.  1859,  p.  7;  L.  1843,  p.  237;  L.  1845,  p.  8;  R.S. 
1845,  p.  441. 

3.  L.  1649,  p.  65. 

4.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79. 

5.  L.  1851,  p.  57,58;  L.  1871-72,  p.  24,25. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  24,25.   In  Cass  County  the  county  court 
performed  all  the  duties  set  forth  in  the  act  of 
1872  until  the  institution  of  the  county  commission 
form  of  government  in  1873  (L.  1371-72,  p.  69;  L. 
1873-74,  p.  7S,eO). 

7.  L.  1898,  p.  46. 
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has  consisted  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  as 
chairman  ex  officio  of  the  board  of  review,  and  two 
citizens  appointed  by  the  county  Judge.   The  members  of 
the  board  select  their  own  clerk.   The  two  citizen  mem- 
bers are  appointed  alternately  for  a  two  year  term." 

Today,  the  board  of  review  In  Cass  County  Is  re- 
quired to  assess  taxable  property  omitted  from  the 
regular  assessment,  to  review  and  correct  assessments 
on  property  claimed  to  be  Incorrectly  assessed   to 
increase  or  reduce  the  entire  assessment  If,  In  their 
opinion,  it  has  not  been  made  upon  the  proper  basis,  and 
to  hear  and  determine  the  application  of  any  person  as- 
sessed on  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation, 
which  application  If  successful  must  be  approved  by  the 
tax  commission  to  be  final.   If  such  application  Is  not 
approved  the  owner  may  have  the  question  of  exemption 
determined  by  Judgment  or  decree  of  court,  and  the  board 
of  review  may  correct  any  error  or  mistake  (other  than 
an  error  of  Judgment  as  to  valuation),  with  the  approval 
of  the  assessing  authority,  any  time  before  Judgment  of 
the  court." 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  2,  22-37, 
66  (1,  Ix,  xlll-xvlll,  xx-xxli),  67  (xvlll,  xxlv,  xxvl ) , 
83,  105,  111,  112,  207  (v,  xll,  xx,  xxlv,  xxvl),  210, 
211,  214-220,  232,  255-257. 

212.  BOARD  OF  REVIEW  DOCKET,  1899—.   3  v.   (1-3). 
Title  varies:   Complaint  Docket,  v.  1,  2, 
1899-1936. 

Docket  of  tax  complaints  filed  with  board  of  review, 
showing  name  of  owner,  assessed  valuation,  and  legal 
description  of  property,  amount  of  assessment,  nature 
of  complaint,  flnolngs  of  board,  disposition  of  case, 
and  date  of  filing.   Also  contains  Board  of  Review  Minute 
Book  Cass  County,  1899-1936,  entry  213.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   1899-1922,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  complainant; 
1923--,  no  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs .   180  -  208  p. 

17  1/2  X  16  1/2  -x  1  1/2  -  18  X  13  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  off., 
1st  fl. 

213.  BOARD  OF  REVIEW  MINUTE  BOOK  CASS  COUNTY,  1937--. 
1  V.   1899-1936  in  Board  of  Review  Docket, 
entry  212. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  board  of  review,  showing  date 
and  purpose  of  meeting,  roll  of  members,  notations  of 
actions  and  orders,  and  sign-nture  of  chairman.   Arr. 
by  date  of  meeting.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   440  p. 

18  X  16  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 


8.  L.  1923,  p.  496,497;  L.  1931-32,  First  3p.  Sess., 
p.  71,72. 

9.  L.  1898,  p.  46-49;  L.  1915,  p.  566-70;  L.  1919,  p. 
727;  L.  1923,  p.  496-502;  L.  1930,  First  3p.  Sees., 
p.  85-90;  L.  1931-32,  First  3p.  Sess.,  p.  70,71, 
75-73;  L.  1935,  p.  1163-66;  L.  1939,  p.  929,930. 


(Next  entry  214,  p.  209) 

XII.   COLLECTOR 

Tax  collections  In  Cass  County  were  first  made  by 
the  sheriff  acting  ex  officio  as  county  collector.-'-  With 
the  exception  of  the  period  from  1839  to  1844,  when  there 
existed  a  separate  office  of  county  collector  filled  by 
appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court, '^  the 
sheriff  continued  to  act  In  this  capacity  until  1924; 
In  that  year  township  organization  was  Instituted  In 
the  county, 3  and  tax  collections  became  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  county  treasurer  acting  ex  officio  as 
county^  and  town  collector.^ 

By  the  terms  of  an  act  In  1853,  the  county  clerk 
was  required  to  deliver  the  tax  books  to  the  county 
collector,  who  upon  the  settlement  gf  his  accounts  was 
to  return  them  to  the  county  clerk. °  This  provision 
was  changed  In  1872  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
which  provided  that  the  county  collector  should  make 
an  annual  sworn  statement  to  the  county  clerk,  showing 
the  total  amount  of  each  kind  of  tax  collected,  the 
amount  received  from  each  district  collector,  and  the 
amount  collected  by  himself.''' 

The  county  collector  Is  bonded  In  an  amount  deter- 
mined by  the  county  board  In  addition  to  the  bond  re- 
quired of  him  as  county  treasurer. 8  Under  statutory 
provisions,  he  collects  taxes  for  the  state,  county, 
and  other  governmental  agencies,  and  pays  to  the  proper 
authorities  the  amount  In  his  hands  payable  to  them. 9 
He  also  settles  annually  with  the  county  board. 10  He 
prepares  an  annual  list  of  delinquent  property  and 
files  it  with  the  county  clerk, ^^  advertises  his  In- 
tention of  applying  for  Judgment  for  sale  of  delinquent 

1.  R.L.  1827,  p.  370,374. 

2.  L.  1838-39,  p.  7. 

3.  L.  1843,  p.  234;  L.  1871-72,  p.  36.   Cass  County 
adopted  township  organization  In  1923  but  the  change 
did  not  become  effective  until  1924. 

4.  L.  1871-72,  p.  36. 

5.  L.  1917,  p.  793.   This  provision  effected  counties 
with  fewer  than  100,000  Inhabitants.   The  population 
of  Cass  County  was  17,896  In  1920;  and  16,537  in 

1930  (Population  Bulletin,  p.  8).  Aooording  to  the  1940 
preliminary  census  the  pooulatlon  le  16,410. 

6.  L.  1853,  p.  100,105. 

7.  L.  1871-72,  p.  56,57;  L.  1873-74,  p.  56;  L.  1930, 
First  3p.  Sess.,  p.  66,67;  L.  1931,  p.  756;  L.  1931- 
32,  First  3p.  Sess.,  p.  112;  L.  1933,  p.  873,921; 

L.  1933-34,  Third  3p.  Sess.,  p.  220;  L.  1935,  p. 
1156,1213;  L.  1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69,70. 

8.  L.  1871-72,  p.  36;  L.  1931,  p.  748;  L.  1931-32, 
First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  85,86;  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp. 
Sess.,  p.  225,226. 

9.  L.  1871-72,  p.  56-59;  L.  1933,  p.  922;  L.  1935,  p. 
1156,1213;  L.  1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  68,69. 

10.  L.  1871-72,  p.  55;  L.  1935,  p.  115,1156. 

11.  L.  1898,  p.  51;  L.  1931,  p.  759. 
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lands  and  lots, 12  and  is  required  to  attend,  in  person 
or  by  deputy,  all  tax  sales  resulting  from  this  action. ^«^ 
The  county  clerk,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  is  also  re- 
quired to  attend  all  tax  sales. ^^  At  such  sales,  the 
clerk  and  collector  note  and  make  entry  of  all  tax 
sales  and  forfeitures  to  the  state. ^^ 

The  county  collector  is  required  to  keep  his  rec- 
ords as  collector  of  taxes  separate  from  his  records 
as  county  treasurer. ^6  The  records  of  the  collector's 
office  include  duplicates  of  receipts  issued  to  tax- 
payers, state  auditor's  and  county  clerk's  certifica- 
tions of  the  collector's  settlements  with  them,  dupli- 
cates of  the  collector's  reports,  delinquent  property 
recoiTds,  and  tax  sale  and  forfeiture  records. 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  2,  22-37, 
66  (1,  ix,  xiii-xviii,  xx-xxii),  67  (xvii,  xxiv,  xxvi ) , 
83,  105,  111,  112,  207  (v,  xii.  xx,  xxiv,  xxvi),  210- 
213,  232,  255-257. 

Collection,  Settlement 

214.  ACCOUNT  OF  COLLECTIONS,  1887—.   5  v.  (1-5). 
Record  of  county  collector's  account  of  settlement  with 
county  treasurer,  showing  names  of  collector  and  treas- 
urer; amount  of  taxes  charged,  collected,  and  delinquent; 
tax  spread,  collector's  commission,  clerk's  fee,  and 
date  of  final  settlement.   Arr.  by  date  of  assessment. 
Indexed  alph.  by  title  of  account.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 

593  p.  18  X  13  X  12  1/2.   V.  1-4,  1887-1924,  treas.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  5,  1925—,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

215.  DAY  BOOK,  1915-18.   1  v. 

County  collector's  account  of  dally  tax  collections, 
showing  date  and  amount  of  payment,  and  name  of  payer. 
Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
400  p.  16  x  10  X  2.   Sh. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

216.  LEDGER  (County  Collector),  1915-23.   2  v. 
Missing:   1919-22. 

Lists  of  deputy  collectors  and  banks  in  which  each  de- 
posits tax  collections,  showing  names  of  collector  and 
depository,  dates  and  amounts  of  collections  and  de- 
posits, and  balance  uncollected.  Arr.  by  date  of  col- 
lection. No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  16  x 
12  X  2.   3b.  's  off.,  Ist  fl. 

217.  COUNTY  CASH  BOOK,  1919-22.   1  v.  (1). 
Collector's  account  of  tax  collections,  showing  date  of 
payment,  names  of  village  or  city  and  payer,  and  total 
amount  collected.   Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   237  p.  18  x  13  1/2  x  2.   Treas. 's 
off.,  let  fl. 

12.  L.  1871-72,  p.  44;  L.  1937,  p.  1010. 

13.  L.  1871-72,  p.  48;  L.  1930,  First  3p.  Sees.,  p.  64. 

14.  L.  1871-72,  p.  48. 

15.  Ibid.;  L.  1933,  p.  886. 

16.  L.  1917,  p.  664,665;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sees.,  p. 
60-62;  L.  1935,  p.  1149-58. 


Collector  -  Delinquent 
(218-220)  210       Tax,  Abatement 

Delinquent  Tax,  Abatement 

218.  TAX  FORFEITURE  RECORD,  1922—.  2  v.  (1-2). 
Lists  of  lands  forfeited  for  unpaid  taxes,  showing  name 
of  owner,  legal  description  of  real  estate,  tax  spread, 
amounts  of  delinquency,  costs,  and  interest,  and  total 
amount  due  county.  Arr.  by  date  of  forfeiture.  No  in- 
dex. Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  161  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Treas.'s 
off.,  Ist  fl. 

219.  DELINQ,UENT  DRAINAGE  TAX,  1925—.   2  v. 
Lists  of  tax  delinquent  lands  in  drainage  districts, 
showing  names  of  drainage  district  and  land  owner,  legal 
description  and  acreage  of  property,  numbers  and  amounts 
of  delinquent  installments,  amounts  of  assessment,  cred- 
its, back  taxes,  and  collection  and  printer's  fees,  total 
amount  due,  date  and  anount  of  payment,  and  name  of  pay- 
er. Arr.  by  date  of  assessment.   No  index.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   506  p.  1?  x  15  x  1  1/2.   Treas.'s  off.,  1st 
fl. 

220.  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  ABATEMENT  LIST,  1930—. 
1  V.  (2). 

Lists  of  abated  personal  property  taxes,  showing  name 
of  owner,  description  and  value  of  property,  valuation 
as  fixed  by  state  board,  road  and  school  district 
numbers,  tax  spread,  and  amount  of  abatement.   Arr.  by 
date  of  assessment.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
642  p.  18  X  13  x  2.   Treas.'s  off.,  let  fl. 


(Next  entry  221,  p.  212) 
XIII.   TREASURER 


The  treasurer  has  been  an  elective  official  In 
Cass  County  since  Its  organization  In  1837.-'-  He  Is 
commissioned  by  the  Governor  for  a  four-year  terra. 2 
In  1880,  by  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  1870,  It 
was  provided  that  no  treasurer  be  eligible  for  re- 
election to  the  office  until  four  years  after  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office.'^  The  penal  sum  of 
the  treasurer's  bond  and  his  securities  are  determined 
by  the  county  board.'*  Upon  request  of  the  treasurer, 
the  board  designates  the  bank  In  v/hlch  the  public  funds 
are  to  be  deposited. 

In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  treasurer 
receives  the  revenue  of  the  county,  has  custody  of  Its 
funds,  and  disburses  them  In  accordance  with  orders  of 
the  county  board  or  specific  authorization  by  law.   He 
Is  required  to  keep  books  of  accounts  of  all  funds  re- 
ceived and  disbursed  by  him,  to  maintain  a  register  of 
county  orders  countersigned  and  paid,  to  report  annu- 
ally to  the  county  board  on  the  financial  transactions 
of  his  office,  and  to  settle  his  accounts  with  the 
board  semiannually.^  The  last  two  requirements  give 
rise  to  a  number  of  segregated  records  of  accounts 
beyond  strict  statutory  requirements.   In  addition, 
reports  are  made  to  the  treasurer  by  other  county, 
district,  public,  and  seralpubllc  authorities  In  the 
process  of  transacting  business  with  him,  and,  finally, 
a  large  number  of  records  arise  from  the  requirement 
for  collectors  of  taxes  to  settle  their  accounts  with 
the  treasurer. 6 

The  treasurer  acts  ex  officio  as  treasurer  of  the 
special  drainage  district.''' 


1.  L.  1837,  p.  49;  L.  1845,  p.  28;  R.S.  1845,  p.  137; 
L.  1851,  p.  144;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8.   From 
1827  to  1837,  the  county  treasurer  was  appointed  by 
the  county  commissioners'  court  (R.L.  1827,  p.  329, 
330;  R.L.  1833,  o.  515,5161. 

2.  The  term  was  set  at  four  years  In  1837  (L.  1837, 

p.  49);  It  was  later  reduced  to  two  years  (L.  1845, 
p.  28;  L.  1851,  p.  144).   The  office  was  made  con- 
stitutional in  1870  without  change  of  terra  (Const. 
1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8).   Then  in  1880,  the  term  was 
lengthened  to  four  years  (Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec. 
8,  as  amended  November  1880). 

3.  Art.  X,  sec.  8,  as  amended  November  1890. 

4.  R.L.  1827,  p.  329;  R.S.  1874,  p.  323.   The  bond  Is 
required  to  be  filed  In  the  office  of  the  county 

c 1 e  rk . 

5.  L.  1837,  p.  191,192;  L.  1843,  o.  151;  R.S.  1845,  p. 
137-39;  L.  1861,  p.  239,240;  R.S.  1874,  p.  323,324. 

6.  R.L.  1827,  p.  330-33;  L.  1839,  p.  8-10;  L.  1845, 
p.  11;  L.  1895,  p.  304;  L.  1913,  p.  516;  L.  1933, 
D   898 

7.  L.  1885,  p.  78,104. 
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(221-225)  212  Accounts 

General  Accounts 

Led^ere 

221.  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  LEDGER,  1847—.   7  v. 
Accounts  of  county  funds,  showing  name  of  fund,  date, 
amount,  and  purpose  of  receipt  of  disbursements,  total 
amount  of  receipts  or  disbursements,  balance  available, 
name  of  recipient  or  payer,  and  recapitulation  of  ac- 
counts.  Also  contains  (Institute  Fund  Record),  1903 — , 
entry  225.   Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.   1847-1922,  no 
Index;  1923—,  Indexed  by  name  of  funds.   1847-73,  1923—, 
hdw. ;  1874-1922,  hdw.  under  or.  hdgs.   400  -  472  p.  14  1/2 
X  14  1/2  X  2  -  14  1/2  X  9  1/2  x  2.   1  v. ,  1947-73,  strra. , 
bsmt.;  4  v.,  1847-1922,  treas. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  2  v., 
1923—,  treas. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

222.  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  RECORD  OF  CASH  ACCOUNTS, 
1930—.   2  V.  (1  not  labeled,  2). 

Record  of  county  treasurer's  account  with  various  banks, 
showing  names  of  bank  and  taxpayers,  and  date  and  amount 
of  tax  payment  deposited  to  county's  account  by  taxpayer. 
Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   Indexed  by  name  of  bank.   Hdw. 
400  p.  14  X  10  X  2.   Treas. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

County  Orders 

223.  TREASURER'S  VOUCHER  RECORD,  1907—.   3  v. 
(1-3). 

Register  of  vouchers  Issued  against  all  county  funds, 
showing  date,  amount,  number,  and  purpose  of  voucher, 
names  of  recipient,  fund,  and  treasurer,  and  date  of 
cancellation.   Arr.  by  voucher  no.   No  Index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   496  p.  19  x  13  1/2  x  2.   V.  1,  2,  1907- 
31,  treas 's  vlt.,  Ist  fl.;  v.  3,  1932 — ,  treas. 's  off., 
1st  fl. 

224.  RECORD  OF  CANCELLED  COUNTY  WARRANTS  (Register), 
1927—.   2  V.  (1,  2). 

Register  of  cancelled  county  warrants,  showing  date, 
number,  and  amount  of  warrant,  names  of  payer  and  re- 
cipient, and  date  of  cancellation.   Arr.  by  warrant  no. 
No  Index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   500  p.  8  x  13  1/2  x  3. 
V.  1,  1927-36,  treas. 's  vlt.,  Ist  fl.;  v.  2,  1937—, 
treas. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 


Special  School  Accounts 

225.   (INSTITUTE  FUND  RECORD),  1884-1902.   1  v. 

1903 —  In  County  Treasurer's  Ledger,  entry 

221. 
Record  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  Institute  funds, 
showing  balance  brought  forward,  date,  amount,  and 
purpose  of  receipt  or  disbursement,  name  of  payee  or 
recipient,  date,  amount,  and  number  of  order,  total 
amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  balance  avail- 
able. Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.   No  Index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   320  p.  14  x  9  1/2  x  1.   Strm. ,  bsmt. 


(Next  entry  226,  p.  214) 
XIV.   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


The  first  county  school  official  in  Cass  County  was 
the  county  school  commissioner. ^  The  principal  duties 
of  this  officer,  an  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners' 
court,  centered  around  the  sale  of  school  lands.   His 
reports  of  these  sales  were  made  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  and  recorded  by  its  clerk  in  a  well-bound 
book  kept  for  that  purpose. ^  The  school  commissioner 
also  reported  to  the  county  commissioners'  court  on  his 
other  transactions  in  regard  to  the  school  fund.*^  His 
office  became  elective  in  1841.^  In  1845  the  county 
school  commissioner  became,  ex  officio,  superintendent 
of  schools.^  For  his  duties,  ex  officio,  as  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  the  commissioner  received  additional 
compensation  for  the  days  actually  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  these  duties. °  Beginning  with  the  year  1847 
the  school  commissioner  was  elected  for  a  two-year  term. ' 
In  1865  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools 
was  established  as  an  independent  office,  and  had  dele- 
gated to  it  the  authority  formerly  vested  in  the  county 
school  commissioner. ° 


The  superintendent  of 
of  four  years. ^  Befoi 


schools  is  now  elected  for  a 
term  of  four  years. ^  Before  entering  upon  his  duties 
he  must  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath  and  execute  a 
bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  not  less  than  $12,000  to  be 
approved  by  the  county  board  or  by  the  Judge  and  clerk 
of  the  county  court. ^'-*  The  superintendent's  office 
serves  as  the  central  school  administrative  agency 
for  the  county.   One  or  more  of  the  several  congres- 
sional townships  comprise  the  several  school  districts. 
Within  these  administrative  units  are  elected  boards 
of  trustees  who  have  executive  and  financial  responsi- 
bilities which  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  county 
superintendent. ^1  The  boards  of  trustees  appoint  their 
own  treasurers  who  also  act  as  clerks  of  the  township 
(or  school  district)  boards. ^2 

The  superintendent  makes  quarterly  and  annual  re- 
ports to  the  county  board  and  also  reports  to  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health,  the  state  fire  marshal,  and  the 


1.  R.L.  1829,  p.  150,151. 

2.  Ibid. .  p.  152,153. 

3.  rrT831,  p.  175. 

4.  L.  1641,  p.  261,262. 

5.  L.  1845,  p.  54. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  178. 

7.  L.  1847,  p.  120;  L.  1849,  p.  154. 

8.  L.  1865,  p.  112;  L.  1871-72,  p.  702;  L.  1880,  p.  312; 
L.  1909,  p.  343. 

9.  L.  1871-72,  p.  702;  L.  1909,  p.  543;  L.  1915,  p.  628; 
L.  1923,  p.  596. 

10.  L.  1909,  p.  345. 

11.  L.  1847,  p.  126;  L.  1909,  p.  350;  L.  1929,  p.  745. 

12.  L.  1927,  p.  843;  L.  1929,  p.  740. 
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.  Superintendent  of 

^226)  Z14  Schools  -  Accounts 

state  architect.   His  original  duties  are  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  To  sell  township  fund  lands  and  issue 
certificates  of  purchase. 

2.  To  examine  the  complete  accounts  of  every 
township  treasurer  In  his  county  and  re- 
port Irregularities  to  the  township 
trustees. 

3.  To  conduct  a  teachers'  Institute,  hold 
quarterly  examinations  for  teachers' 
certificates,  and  Issue  such. 

4.  To  hold  examinations  for  normal  and  uni- 
versity scholarships. 

5.  To  visit  the  public  schools  in  the  county, 
observe  methods  of  Instruction,  make 
recommendations  to  teachers,  and  advise 
school  officers;  to  observe  sanitary  and 
safety  conditions,  and  notify  trustees 
and  state  authorities  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions;  to  Inspect  plans  and  specifi- 
cations, and  approve  those  meeting  state 
regulations.  •'-«5 

A  noteworthy  undertaking  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  Is  the  annual  teachers  '  Institute.   Pioneer 
legislation  of  1869  provided  that  the  school  directors 
were  to  allow  school  teachers  to  attend  the  teachers' 
Institute  In  their  county  without  the  loss  of  time  or 
pay.-^'*  Twenty  years  later,  the  superintendent  of  schools 
was  required  to  hold  the  Institute  annually. 15  a  fund 
was  set  up  for  this  purpose  which  has  continued  to  be 
made  up  of  the  fees  received  from  applicants  for  teach- 
ers' certificates  and  from  teachers'  registration.   Money 
from  the  fund  Is  paid  out  only  on  the  order  of  the  super- 
intendent to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  annual  Institute. 
When  the  fund  exceeds  the  annual  cost  of  the  Institute, 
the  excess  may  be  paid  out  for  special  meetings  of  teach- 
ers.■'■^ 

The  superintendent  of  schools  keeps  all  of  his  rec- 
ords In  his  office  on  the  second  floor. 


Accounts  of  School  Funds 

226.   JOURNAL  (County  Superintendent's  Financial 
Accounts),  1873 — .   2  v. 
w^ournal  of  superintendent's  financial  accounts,  showing 

13.  R.S.  1845,  p.  498,499;  L.  1847,  p.  122;  L.  1849,  p. 
156;  L.  1653,  p.  246,247;  L.  1855,  p.  56,67;  L.  1861, 
p.  190,191;  L.  1865,  p.  119,120;  L.  1909,  p.  347-50; 
L.  1915,  p.  630-38. 

14.  L.  1869,  p.  394. 

15.  L.  1889,  p.  312. 

16.  L.  1905,  p.  385;  L.  1931,  p.  876. 


Superintendent  of 

Schools  -  Lands;  ,       . 

Districts  215  V<i27-232; 

dates  and  amounts  of  receipts  for  and  expenditures  from 
distributive  fund,  amount  of  Interest  payment  of  state 
fund,  amounts  of  Interest  received  on  notes,  mortgages, 
and  fines,  amounts  received  for  school  fund  and  visiting 
fees,  and  amounts  expended  for  Institute  and  office  ex- 
penses and  attorneys'  fees;  also  Includes  list  of  loans 
from  school  fund.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.  No  In- 
dex.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   576  p.  13  x  8  1/2  x  2. 

227.  (TOWNSHIP  TREASURERS'  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDI- 
TURES BY  DISTRICTS),  1914—.   1  v. 

Township  treasurers'  financial  accounts,  showing  amounts 
of  Itemized  receipts  and  expenditures,  district,  town- 
ship, and  range  numbers,  and  balance  on  hand.   Arr.  by 
district  no.   No  Index.   Typed  under  typed  hdgs.   80  p. 
11  X  9  X  1/2. 

228.  DISTRIBUTIVE  FUND  AND  INSTITUTE  FUND,  1926—. 
1  v. 

Accounts  of  Institute  and  distributive  funds,  showing 
date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  receipt  or  expenditure,  name 
of  payer  or  recipient,  total  amounts  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, and  amount  paid  to  county  treasurer.   Arr. 
by  date  of  transaction.   No  Index.   Hdw.   288  p.  9  1/2 
X  8  X  1/2. 

229.  CASH  BOOK,  1882-1923.   1  v. 

Accounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  school  funds, 
showing  name  of  fund,  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  re- 
ceipt or  disbursement,  name  of  payer  or  recipient,  and 
amounts  of  total  receipts,  disbursements,  and  balance. 
Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.   No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
120  p.  14  X  9  X  1/2. 


School  Lands 

230.  PIECORD  OF  PROPERTY  DEEDED  FOR  SCHOOL  PURPOSES 
(Transcript),  1844 — .   1  v. 

Record  of  deeds  to  school  property,  showing  number  of 
district,  name  of  school,  legal  description  of  property, 
name  of  grantor,  and  transcript  of  deed.   Arr.  by  dis- 
trict no.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fra.   200  p.  17  x  12 
X  1  1/2. 

231.  CASH  (Sale  of  School  Lands),  1907--.   1  v. 
Record  of  sales  of  school  lands,  showing  petition,  affi- 
davit, certificate  of  valuation,  number  of  school  block, 
plat  of  school  district,  dates  of  petition  and  affidavit, 
legal  description  of  real  estate,  name  of  buyer,  and 
amount  of  sale.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw. 
208  p.  14  X  9  1/2  X  1. 

School  Districts 

232.  NON-HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  REPORT,  1917—.   1  v. 
Record  of  proceedings  of  meetings  of  the  non-high  school 
district  board,  showing  names  of  school  district,  members 
of  boai^i,  and  tuition-paying  pupils,  amounts  of  tax 
levies,  financial  accounts  of  district,  and  date  of 


Superintendent  of 
.  Schools  -  Teachers 

(233-239)  216        Records 

meeting.   Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.   No  Index.   Hdw, 
250  p.  16  X  11  X  1. 

233.  RECORD  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  CONSOLIDATION, 
1920--.   1  V.   Last  entry  1919. 

Record  of  school  district  consolidations,  showing  date 
of  consolidation,  and  numbers  of  separate  school  dis- 
tricts and  consolidated  district.   No  obvious  arr.   No 
Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   50  p.  11  x  9  x  1/2. 

234.  DISTRICT  CLAIMS  FOR  STATE  AID,  1923—.   1  v. 
Record  of  claims  of  school  districts  for  state-aid 
funds,  showing  number  of  school  district,  financial 
statements  of  district,  general  information,  names  of 
teachers,  and  budget  accounts.   Arr.  by  district  no. 

No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   150  p.  11  x  9  x  1/2. 


Teachers'  Records 

235.  TEACHERS'  PERMANENT  RECORD  CARDS,  1914--. 
1  f.b. 

Permanent  record  cards  showing  name,  address,  age,  salary, 
and  number  of  years  of  teaching  experience  of  teachers, 
kind  and  number  of  certificate,  schools  attended,  sub- 
jects and  grades  taught,  dates  and  amounts  of  contribu- 
tions to  teachers'  pension  fund,  and  whether  elective  or 
compulsory.   Also  contains  Register  of  Fees  Received  for 
Examinations,  1915 — ,  entry  239.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
teacher.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs. 

236.  TEACHERS'  PERMANENT  RECORDS  BY  DISTRICTS, 
1856—.   1  V. 

Permanent  record  of  teachers,  showing  name,  annual  and 
monthly  salaries,  and  teaching  experience,  name  and 
number  of  school  district,  length  of  school  term,  and 
date  of  registration.   Arr.  by  school  district  no.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  teacher.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
300  p.  11  1/2  X  9  X  2. 

237.  TEACHERS'  PERMANENT  RECORD,  1914-24.   2  v. 
Permanent  record  of  teachers,  showing  nsune,  age,  ad- 
dress, teaching  experience,  and  salary  of  teacher,  grade 
and  number  of  certificate,  schools  attended,  subject  and 
grade  taught,  amount  contributed  to  teachers'  pension 
and  retirement  fund,  and  date  of  registration.   Arr.  by 
date  of  registration.   1914-19,  Indexed  alph.  by  name 

of  teacher;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  238.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   395  p.  16  x  10  x  1  1/2. 

238.  INDEX  TO  TEACHERS'  PERMANENT  RECORD,  1914-24. 

1  V. 

Index  to  Teachers'  Permanent  Record,  entry  237,  showing 
name  and  address  of  teacher,  and  book,  and  page  of  entry. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  teacher.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
200  p.  14  1/2  X  10  X  1. 

239.  REGISTER  OF  FEES  RECEIVED  FOR  EXAMINATIONS, 
1884-1914.   1  V.   Missing:   1895-98.   1915— 
In  Teachers'  Permanent  Record  Cards,  entry 
235. 

Register  of  fees  received  by  county  superintendent  of 


Superintendent  of 

Schools  -Pupil  Records;  (240-244) 

Reports  ci ' 

schools  for  teachers'  examinations  and  registrations, 
showing  dates  of  examination  and  registration,  name  and 
sex  of  teacher,  date  of  payment,  and  amount  of  fee. 
Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   No  Index.   Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   318  p.  14  X  9  1/2  x  1  1/2. 

Pupil  Records 

240.  RECORD  OF  RURAL  EIGHTH-GRADE  GRADUATES, 
1899—.   4  V. 

Lists  of  eighth-grade  graduates  of  county  schools,  show- 
ing names  of  pupil,  teacher,  township,  and  school,  date, 
subjects,  and  place  of  examination,  district  number,  age 
and  address  of  pupil,  grade  earned,  general  average,  no- 
tation, of  granting  or  refusal  of  diploma,  and  signature 
of  county  superintendent  of  schools.  1899-1916,  arr.  by 
date  of  entry;  1917-28,  arr.  by  district  no.;  1929 — , 
arr.  alph.  by  name  of  graduate.  1899-1916,  1924--,  no 
Index;  1917-23,  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  graduate.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   198  p.  14  x  9  x  1. 

Reports 

241.  TRUSTEES'  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1844--.   13  envelopes. 
School  trustees'  annual  reports  showing  names  of  school, 
trustees,  and  teachers,  school  census,  district  number, 
number  of  students  In  each  school,  qualifications  of 
teachers,  amounts  of  Income  from  taxes  and  other  sources, 
amount  of  expenditures,  and  date  of  report.   Arr.  by 

date  of  report.   No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   14  3/4  x 
9  3/4  X  1/4. 

242.  REPORT  OF  TEACHERS'  EXAMINATIONS,  1914.   1  f.b. 
Reports  of  Illinois  State  Teachers'  Examining  Board  to 
county  superintendent  of  schools  on  results  of  teachers' 
examinations,  showing  name,  age,  and  address  of  appli- 
cant, date,  place,  subjects,  and  grades  of  examination, 
and  kind  of  certificate  Issued.   Arr.  by  date  of  exami- 
nation.  No  Index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   15  x  7  x  8. 

243.  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
SCHOOLS,  1859—.   8  v. 

Annual  reports  of  county  superintendent  of  schools,  show- 
ing school  census;  enrollments;  names,  positions,  and 
qualifications  of  teachers;  promotion  of  health  and  at- 
tendance; amount  of  tax  levies;  annual  salaries  of  ele- 
mentary and  hleh  school  teachers:  amounts  of  district, 
distributive,  and  township  funds,  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, and  tuition  payments;  exhibits;  Investments; 
general  and  financial  reports;  number  of  one-room  schools; 
and  memoranda.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  Index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  16  x  11  x  2. 

244.  RATING  SCALE  SUMl-lARY,  1937—.   1  v. 
Record  of  school  ratings  reported  by  superintendent  In 
point  rating  system,  showing  district  number,  name  of 
school,  date  of  visit,  and  number  of  points  allowed  for 
condition  of  physical  and  Instructional  equipment,  teach- 
ers, pupils,  administration  of  program,  and  special  merit. 
Arr.  by  date  of  visit.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  typed  fm.   80 
p.  11  X  9  X  1. 


Superintendent  of 
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Correspondence 


School  Officers 


245.  RECORD  OF  SCHOOL  TRUSTEES  ELECTED,  1S37— , 
1  V. 

Lists  of  school  trustees,  showing  name  and  address  of 
trustees,  length  of  term,  township  and  range  numbers, 
and  date  of  election.   Arr.  by  date  of  election.   No  In- 
dex.  Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   50  p.  11  x  9  x  1/2. 

246.  TOWNSHIP  TREASURERS  ELECTED,  1833--.   1  v. 
List  of  township  school  treasurers,  showing  year  of 
election,  name  and  address  of  treasurer,  township  and 
range  numbers,  and  amount  of  bond.   Arr.  by  twp.  and 
range  nos.   No  Index.   Tyoed  under  pr.  hdgs.   80  p. 
11  X  9  X  1/2. 

247.  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS  AND  SUPERINTENDENTS  LIST, 
1845—.   2  pages. 

List  of  school  officers,  showing  names  of  commissioners 
and  su!:ierlntendent8,  type  of  office,  and  length  of  terra. 
Arr.  by  date  of  term.   No  Index.   Typed.   8  1/2  x  14. 

Correspondence 

248.  MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE,  1837—.   40  f.b. 
Miscellaneous  correspondence  to  and  from  the  superintend- 
ent of  schools,  pertaining  to  reports  of  fines,  school 
election  returns,  and  personal  letters  to  school  officers. 
No  obvious  arr.   No  Index.   Hdw. ,  and  hdw.  on  or.  fm. 

5  X  5  x  10. 


(Next  entry  249,  p.  221) 
XV.   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


From  1837  to  1849  the  county  commissioners'  court 
exercised  Jurisdiction  over  roads  and  bridges  In  Cass 
County. 1  The  court  was  empowered  to  locate  new  roads, 
to  alter  or  vacate  old  roads,  to  divide  the  county  Into 
road  districts,  and  to  appoint  a  supervisor  In  each 
district. 2  The  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads 
vjere  effected  by  means  of  a  labor  tax  levied  on  all 
able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  flfty:*^ 
however  In  1841  It  was  changed  to  twenty-one  to  fifty. 4 
It  was  the  supervisor's  duty  to  summon  these  men  for 
work  when  road  labor  was  needed.^ 
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From  1849  to  1873  the  county  court  In  Cass  County 
had  control  and  supervision  of  public  roads  and  bridges. 
The  substitution  of  this  administrative  body  for  the  old 
county  commissioners'  court  effected  no  material  changes 
In  the  earlier  set  up.   The  system  of  road  districts  was 
retained  and  the  work  of  superintending  road  construction 
and  maintenance  continued  to  be  vested  In  district  super- 
visors until  1872.   In  that  year  the  county  board  was 
authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners  of  highways''' 
for  each  road  district  to  serve  until  1873  when  an 
election  of  new  officers  was  to  be  held.   These  commis- 
sioners of  highways,  who  replaced  the  district  super- 
visors, were  in  direct  charge  of  the  care  and  maintenance 
of  roads  when  a  new  type  of  county  board  provided  for  by 
the  Constitution  of  1870^  assumed  office  in  1873.   This 
new  board  consisted  of  three  county  commissioners  and  the 
first  board  was  elected  November  4,  1873,   It  had  been 
given  the  same  power  of  supervision  of  highways,  roads 
and  bridges  as  had  been  exercised  by  the  county  court, ^ 
but  the  commissioners  of  highways  had  the  power  to  enter 
into  contracts  and  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  their  own  narae.^^ 
They  were  required  to  establish  new  roads  and  to  repair, 
alter  or  vacate  old  roads  and  bridges;  to  collect  all 
fines  and  commutation  money;  to  assess  and  collect  poll 
tax;  and  to  render  to  the  county  board  an  annual  account 
of  collections  and  disbursements. ■'■■^  This  system  of  road 
control  and  maintenance  continued  in  Cass  County  until 
1913;  in  that  year  the  office  of  superintendent  of  high- 
ways was  first  established. 12  The  boards  of  highway 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  175;  R.L.  1S27,  p.  340;  L.  1841,  p.  233. 

2.  L.  1919,  p.  333;  li.  1825,  p.  130;  R.L.  1827,  p.  340, 
344;  L.  1841,  p.  233. 

3.  L.  1819,  p.  334;  R.L.  1827,  p.  341,342. 

4.  L.  1841,  p.  237. 

5.  L.  1819,  p.  334;  R.L.  1827,  p.  341,342;  L.  1841, 
p.  238;  L.  1847,  p.  112. 

6.  L.  1S49,  p.  65;  L.  1851,  p.  179. 

7.  L.  1871-72,  p.  679,680. 

8.  Art.  X,  sec.  6. 

9.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79. 

10.  L.  1671-72,  p.  680. 

11.  L.  1871-72,  p.  681-83. 

12.  L.  1913,  p.  524. 
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coraralssloners  which  existed  prior  to  that  date  have  con- 
tinued to  function,  but  their  powers  are  principally  sub- 
ordinated to  those  of  the  superintendent  of  highways. 13 
The  latter  change  of  county  government  In  Cass  did  not 
affect  the  supervision  of  roads  and  bridges. 1* 

The  superintendent  Is  appointed  by  the  county  board. 
The  board  submits  a  list  of  three  to  five  candidates  to 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  which 
department  examines  the  candidates  to  determine  the  per- 
son best  fitted  for  the  office. ^^  The  successful  candi- 
date holds  office  for  six  years  and  Is  remunerated  in  a 
sum  fixed  by  the  county  board. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  high- 
ways come  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  and  Buildings.   However,  the  super- 
intendent is  subject,  upon  hearing,  to  removal  by  the 
county  board.   The  superintendent  exercises  supervision 
over  township,  county,  and  state-aid  roads  and  bridges, 
and  culverts  in  his  county  and  is  required  to  perform 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  chief 
highway  engineer  of  the  state. 1" 

His  principal  duties  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  prepare  plans,  specifications,  and 
estimates  for  all  bridges  to  be  built 
by  the  county. 

2.  To  supervise  the  construction  and  main- 
tenancB  of  county  roads  and  bridges,  and 
state-aid  roads. 

3.  To  Inspect  the  highways  and  bridges  in 
each  town  or  district  of  his  county  at 
least  once  a  year. 

4.  To  advise  and  direct  the  highway  commis- 
sioners in  each  town  or  district  as  to  the 
best  methods  of  repair,  maintenance,  and 
Improvement  of  highways  and  bridges. 

5.  To  approve  any  purchase  in  excess  of  $200 
for  materials,  machinery,  or  apparatus 

to  be  used  in  road  construction  in  any 
town  or  district. 1' 


13.  L.  1933,  p.  961,962. 

14.  Cass  County  adopted  township  organization  In  1923, 
but  the  change  did  not  become  effective  until  1924, 

15.  L.  1921,  p.  781;  L.  1933,  p.  961.   From  1913  to 
1917  the  list  was  submitted  to  the  State  Highway 
Comraission  (L.  1913,  p.  524).   In  1917  this  state 
agency  was  abolished,  and  its  rights,  powers,  and 
duties  were  vested  in  the  Department  of  Public 

Works  and  Buildings  created  in  the  same  year  (L.  1917, 
p.  4,16,24). 

16.  L.  1921,  p.  782;  L.  1933,  p.  961. 

17.  L.  1913,  p.  523-26. 
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He  Is  required  to  keep  the  following  records: 

1.  Records  of  contracts,  purchases,  and  ex- 
penditures authorized  by  himself,  the 
county  board,  or  township  commissioners. 

2.  Maps,  plats,  blueprints,  specifications, 
etc.,  arising  from  his  supervision  of 
roads  and  bridges,  or  the  planning  of  new 
construction. 

3.  Accounts  of  the  funds  handled  by  his  of- 
fice. 

X  4.   Reports  from  other  officers  or  bodies 

touching  upon  the  affairs  of  his  office; 
copies  of  his  own  reports  on  the  admin- 
istration of  his  office;  related  papers. 18 


Commissioners'  Records 

249.  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HIGHWAYS,  1874—. 

2   V.  (1  not  labeled  1).   Missing:   1888-1912; 
1923-35.   Title  varies:   Highway  Commission- 
ers' Account,  1  v.,  1874-87. 
Record  of  proceedings  of  the  boaixi  of  highway  commission- 
ers and  the  superintendent  of  highways,  Including  minutes 
of  meetings,  copies  of  contracts,  petitions,  surveys,  re- 
ports of  road  district  treasurers,  franchises,  resolu- 
tions, and  accounts  of  highway  funds.   No  obvious  arr. 
Indexed  alph.  by  subject.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  hdw., 
and  typed.   100  -  150  p.  14  x  9  x  1  -  18  x  12  1/2  x  2. 
Strm. ,  bsmt. 

Allotments  and  Claims 

250.  ALLOTMENT  RECORD,  1931--.   1  v. 

Ledger  of  motor  fuel  tax  allotments,  showing  dates  and 
amounts  of  request  by  county  board  and  allotment  by  state; 
date,  amount,  purpose,  and  claim  or  receipt  number  of  re- 
ceipt or  disbursement;  itemized  amounts  and  purposes  of 
engineering  and  maintenance  expenditures;  and  route,  sec- 
tion, engineering  and  maintenance  patrol,  and  purchase 
order  numbers.   Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.   No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.hdgs.   100  p.  12  1/2  x  10  x  1.   Off.  of 
supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 

251.  CLAIM  REGISTER,  1932--.   1  v. 

Register  of  highway  fund  claims,  showing  name  of  fund, 
name  and  address  of  claimant;  date,  number,  and  amount 
of  claim;  purchase  order  or  requisition  number;  nature 
of  service;  route  and  construction  patrol  or  maintenance 
section  numbers;  date,  amount,  and  number  of  payment 
warrant;  and  amounts  of  proration  among  construction, 
maintenance,  labor,  and  equipment  costs;  Includes  reg- 
ister of  cancelled  highway  warrants.   Arr.  by  date  of 


18.   Ibid.,  p.  525. 


(252,253) 
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transaction.  No  Index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  125  p. 
17  1/2  X  11  1/2  X  1  1/2.  Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd 
fl. 

Construction  and  Maintenance  Records 

252.   LEDGER,  1931--,   1  v. 
Journal  of  accounts  of  day  labor  and  construction  costs 
of  roads  and  bridges,  showing  amount  and  purpose  of  dis- 
bursement, date  and  number  of  warrant,  and  amounts  and 
sources  of  accounts  receivable.   Arr.  by  date  of  trans- 
action.  No  index.   Hdw.   188  p.  12  x  7  1/2  x  1/2.   Off. 
of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 


Plats 

253.   CASS  COUNTY  FIELD  BOOK,  1930—.  15  v.  (1-15). 
Road  surveyor's  field  book  showing  plats  of  new  and  old 
roads,  names  of  landowners,  original  surveys,  transit 
lines,  cross  sections,  and  date  of  survey.   Arr.  by  date 
of  survey.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  hand-drawn.   100  p.  8  x 
5  X  1/2.   Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 


(254) 

XVI,   SURVEYOR 


The  office  of  surveyor  was  established  In  Illinois 
In  1821;  the  Incumbent  was  an  appointee  of  the  General 
Assembly.^  During  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  nom- 
inations were  maj^e  by  the  county  commissioners'  court 
to  the  Governor."'  From  1835  to  1936,  the  county  sur-  _ 
veyor  was  an  elected  officer  of  the  county  electorate. 
Since  September  1936,  he  has  been  an  appointee  of  the 
county  board.   His  appointment  Is  for  a  four-year  terra. 
He  takes  and  subscribes  to  an  oath  which  Is  filed  In  the 
county  clerk's  office. ^ 

The  surveyor  Is  required  by  law  to  make  all  surveys 
within  the  bounds  of  his  county  that  he  may  be  called 
upon  to  make  by  the  county  board  or  Interested  persons. 
Such  surveys  Include  surveys  of  lands  of  persons  re- 
questing the  same,  of  additions  or  subdivisions,  and 
marking  of  county  lines.   Few  changes  have  been  made 
In  the  original  statutory  requirements  for  the  duties 
of  this  office.   The  surveyor  may  appoint  one  or  more 
deputies.   Any  Individual  requesting  a  survey  must  em- 
ploy his  own  chalnmen  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
surveyor. 

The  surveyor  Is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  well- 
bound  book  In  which  to  record  all  surveys  made  by  him, 
giving  such  Information  as  the  names  of  the  persons 
whose  land  Is  surveyed  and  descriptive  data  of  the 
survey.   This  record  Is  required  to  be  kept  by  the 
surveyor  In  the  recorder's  office.   The  surveyor  also 
preserves  his  field  notes  and  retains  copies  of  plats. ^ 

For  other  surveyor's  recoxxis,  see  entries  5,  6,  79, 
103,  253. 


254.   PLATS  AND  FIELD  NOTES,  1829--.   2  v.   Last 
entry  1900. 
Plat  book  and  field  notes  of  Cass  County  surveys,  show- 
ing townships,  sections,  ranges,  school  districts,  roads, 
cities,  villages,  parks,  and  Institutions,  and  routes 
of  Sangamon  and  Illinois  rivers.   Arr.  by  twp. ,  sec, 
and  range  nos.   No  Index.   Hdw.  and  hand-drawn.   275  p. 
18  X  15  X  1  1/2  -  21  X  11  X  1  1/2.   Clr.  elk. 's  vlt., 
1st  fl. 


1.  L.  1821,  p.  62;  R.L.  1829,  p.  172;  R.L.  1833,  p.  591. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  rrT835,  p.  166;  L.  1837,  p.  558;  R.3.  1845,  p.  523; 
R.S.  1874,  p.  456,  1050;  L.  1903,  p.  349. 

4.  L.  1933,  p.  1104;  effective  In  1936. 

5.  L.  1821,  p.  63,64;  R.L.  1829,  p.  173;  R.L.  1833,  p. 
591-93,599,600;  L.  1845,  p.  201;  R.S.  1845,  p.  524; 
R.S.  1874,  p.  1050;  L.  1835,  p.  248;  L.  1915,  p.  575; 
L.  1933,  p.  1104. 
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(Next  entry  255,  p.  225) 

XVII.   DRAINAGE  COMMISSIONERS 


For  the  purpose  of  aiding  In  public  welfare  and 
health,  the  present  constitution  has  delegated  to  the 
General  Assembly  broad  power  to  provide  laws  In  regard 
to  drainage.^  By  statutory  provision  these  activities 
are  exercised  by  drainage  commissioners  in  districts 
of  Cass  County.   The  corporate  authorities  of  the  drain- 
age districts  have  power  to  acquire  rights  of  way,  issue 
bonds,  construct  and  maintain  drains,  ditches  and  levees 
for  agricultural,  sanitary,  or  raining  purposes,  and  as- 
sess the  benefited  property. 2 

Drainage  districts  may  be  organized  by  landowners 
upon  petition  to  the  county  court.   When  the  court  finds 
In  favor  of  the  petitioners,  it  then  enters  an  order  to 
that  effect  and  appoints  three  comnlssloners  to  examine 
and  survey  the  proposed  lands.   The  comnlssloners,  when 
they  have  completed  their  assignment,  make  a  final  re- 
port to  the  court  with  recommendations  and  copies  of 
surveys,  maps,  plats,  and  estimates. 3  The  districts 
are  of  three  kinds:   regular,  which  is  composed  of  prop- 
erty lying  in  a  single  town;  union,  where  the  lands 
organized  lie  in  two  towns;  special,  with  three  or  more 
towns  Involved. 4 

After  the  report  on  a  proposed  district  has  been 
made,  the  court  completes  the  organization  of  the  dis- 
trict."- The  corporate  powers  of  regular  and  union 
districts  are  vested  in  three  commissioners  appointed 
by  town  clerks.   The  corporate  authority  in  special 
drainage  districts  is  vested  in  three  elected  commis- 
sioners of  the  district.^  In  regular  districts  the 
commissioners  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  act  as 
secretary.   The  town  clerk  in  union  districts  acts  as 
the  clerk  of  the  district.'''  The  county  clerk  and  county 
treasurer  in  case  of  a  special  drainage  district  are, 
respectively,  clerk°  and  treasurer, 9  ex  officio,  of 
such  district.   Three  kinds  of  districts,  regular,  union, 
and  special,  are  maintained  in  Cass  County. 


1.  Const.  1S70,  Art.  IV,  sec.  31. 

2.  First  amendment  to  the  constitution,  ratified  Novem- 
ber 29,  1879,  incorporated  in  the  Const.  1870,  Art, 
IV,  sec.  31;  L.  1879,  p.  124-39. 

3.  L.  1871-72,  p.  356-53;  R.S.  1874,  p.  429;  L.  1875, 
p.  76,77;  L.  1879,  p.  120,124,155;  L.  1885,  p.  78, 
93,95,110-15;  L.  1907,  p.  275;  L.  1913,  p.  261. 

4.  L.  1879,  p.  155;  L.  1385,  p.  93,94,113.   River  dis- 

tricts, though  not  in  this  category,  may  be  organized 
similarly  and  with  like  powers  (L.  1835,  p.  106). 

5.  See  footnote  3. 

6.  L.  1879,  p.  156;  L.  1885,  p.  93,95,113. 

7.  L.  1915,  p.  390.  The  town  clerk  shall  be  clerk  of 
the  union  drainage  district  when  the  major  portion 
lies  in  his  town. 

8.  L.  1885,  p.  95;  L.  1915,  p.  390;  L.  1919,  p.  468. 

9.  L.  1885,  0.  104. 
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The  following  records  belong  to  the  drainage  com- 
missioners : 

1.  Records  of  bonds  Issued. 

2.  Assessment  books. 

3.  Petitions  of  owners  of  land  to  stay  assess- 
ments, orders  of  commissioners  thereupon, 
and  other  proceedings. 

4.  State  auditor's  certificate  of  interest 
due  on  bonds. 

5.  Tax  lists  showing  pro-rata  share  of  levy 
for  bond  Interest  (union  and  special  dis- 
tricts only). 

6.  Copies  of  reports  to  county  court  on  con- 
ditions of  district  and  estimated  expendi- 
tures; and  to  county  treasurer  on  delin- 
quent lands;  maps  and  plats,  surveys,  and 
estimates;  office  transactions. -^^ 

The  first  two  records  are  required  to  be  kept  in  sep- 
arate books,  the  next  three  generally  are  known  as  the 
"Drainage  Record, "  and  the  remaining  records  are  kept 
desultorily. 

For  other  records  of  drainage  district  proceedings, 
see  entries  2,  67  (xxlv),  102,  105. 

255.  (DRAINAGE  DISTRICT  PAPERS),  1874—.   20  f.b. 
Original  documents  of  various  drainage  districts,  includ- 
ing orders  appointing  commissioners;  reports  of  commis- 
sioners; affidavits  for  publication;  oaths  and  bond  of 
commissioners;  claims.  Jurors'  oaths,  verdicts  and  veni- 
res; objections  to  assessments;  plats;  certificates  of 
election  of  commissioners;  construction  contracts;  and 
notices  of  election.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   No  Index. 
1874-1912,  hdw. ;  1913--,  typed.   10  x  4  1/2  x  13  1/2. 

CO.  elk. 's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

256.  DRAINAGE  RECORD,  1884—.   19  v.  (1,  1-3,  5-8, 
10-19). 

Record  of  proceedings  of  various  drainage  districts,  sliow- 
Ing  names  of  commissioners.  Judge,  and  clerk,  proceed- 
ings of  court,  and  date  of  recording;  includes  petitions, 
appointments  of  commissioners,  publication  notices,  as- 
sessments, and  reports.   Also  contains  Drainage  Assess- 
ment Roll  Record,  1884-1912,  1934—,  entry  257.   Arr.  by 
date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  subject. 
1884-1912,  hdw.;  1913—,  hdw.  and  typed.   500  p.  18  x 
13  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  Ist  fl. 


10.   L,  1879,  p.  120-34;  L.  1885,  p.  78-104. 


(2&'7)  226      Drainage  Commissioners 

257.   DRAINAGE  ASSESSMENT  ROLL  RECORD,  1913-33. 

1  V.  (4).   1884-1912,  1934--  In  Drainage 

Record,  entry  256. 
Copies  of  drainage  assessment  rolle,  showing  date  of 
assessment,  legal  description  of  property,  name  of  owners, 
amount  of  levy,  dates,  numbers,  and  amount  of  Install- 
ments, and  remarks.   Arr.  by  date  of  levy.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  drainage  district,   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
396  p.  17  1/2  X  15  1/2  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  258,  p.  228) 
XVIII.   DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  'WELFARE 


Matters  relating  to  public  assistance  and  welfare 
in  the  county  are  handled  by  the  department  of  public 
welfare,  which  was  established  in  1937  as  successor  to 
the  county  commission  of  public  welfare.-^  This  depart- 
ment consists  of  the  superintendent  of  public  welfare 
and  a  staff  selected  by  him  in  accordance  with,  and 
subject  to,  the  approval  of  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare. 

The  county  board  submits  to  the  state  department 
a  list  of  five  residents  as  candidates  for  the  office 
of  superintendent.   An  eligible  list  of  these  candidates 
is  prepared  by  the  state  department  by  competitive  exam- 
ination and  certified  to  the  county  board.   The  board 
in  turn  makes  an  order  appointing  one  of  the  ellglbles 
as  superintendent  of  public  welfare. ^ 

The  superintendent  is  charged  with  all  the  execu- 
tive and  administrative  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
the  department  of  public  welfare.   He  Is  subject  to  the 
rules  and  regulation  of,  and  removal  by,  the  state 
agency. 3 

This  officer  has  power  and  it  is  his  duty  to: 

1.  Have  charge  of  and  develop  plans  for  the 
administration  of  old  age  assistance. 

2.  Investigate  and  study  problems  of  as- 
sistance, correction,  and  general  wel- 
fare within  his  county. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  in  the  operation  of  wel- 
fare plans  and  policies  In  his  county. 

4.  Maintain  such  records  and  file  such  re- 
ports with  the  State  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Welfare  as  that  department  may  re- 
quire. 

5.  Serve  as  agent  and  executive  officer  of 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
In  the  administration  of  all  forme  of 
public  assistance  administered  by  that 
department.^ 

All  the  records  of  the  county  department  are  subject 
to  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  agents  of  this 
central  authority. 


1.  L.  1935-36,  First  3p.  Sess.,  p.  70-73;  L.  1937, 
p.  451. 

2.  Ibid. .  p.  451,452. 

3.  Ibid. .  p.  452. 

4.  L.  1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  72;  L.  1937,  p.  452. 
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(258-260)  228  Department  of  Public  Welfare 

Federal  legislation  was  enacted  In  1935  to  provide 
for  the  general  welfare  by  establishing  a  system  of 
Federal  old  age  benefits.   In  order  to  participate  In 
the  benefits  of  this  act, 5  the  several  states  were  re- 
quired to  submit  plans  for  old  age  assistance.   Illinois 
passed  legislation  complying  with  this  act  the  same 
year. 6  Today,  the  Federal  government  pays  to  Illinois, 
one  half  of  the  sums  expended  on  old  age  assistance. 

The  department  of  public  welfare  administers  old 
age  assistance  and  Is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  state  department.    Upon  receipt  of  an  ap- 
plication the  department  makes  an  investigation  of  the 
case.   In  the  course  of  the  Investigation  the  depart- 
ment Is  allowed  to  hold  hearings  and  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses  and  the  production  of  papers  and 
books. ° 

Old  age  assistance  records  and  accounts  are  kept 
as  prescribed  by  the  state  department.   All  applications 
and  records  In  these  matters  are  considered  public 
records.- 

All  recoiTds  of  the  department  of  public  welfare  are 
kept  in  the  circuit  court  chambers  on  the  second  floor, 
which  room  Is  used  as  a  file  depository  by  the  old  age 
assistance  office. 


258.  MA3TER  INDEX  CARD  FILE,  1936—.   2  f.b. 
Card  record  of  all  old  age  assistance  applications  and 
case  records,  showing  case  number,  name  and  address  of 
applicant,  and  dates  of  application,  approval  or  denial, 
and  discharge.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  client.   No  index. 
Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   5  x  4  x  12. 

259.  APPROVED  CA3ES,  1936 — .   3  f.d. 

Card  record  of  active  old  age  assistance  cases,  showing 
name,  number,  age,  date  and  place  of  birth,  marital  and 
financial  status,  and  length  of  residence  in  state  of 
client,  proof  of  citizenship,  and  date  of  filing  of 
application;  also  Includes  report  and  recommendation 
of  investigator,  and  approval  by  county  authorities. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  client.   No  index.  Hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   13  1/2  x  11  x  27. 

260.  LI3T  OF  CHANGED  AWARDS  SUBMITTED,  1936—. 
1  f.d. 

Lists  of  clients  with  changed  awards  submitted  to  state 
office,  showing  date  of  filing,  names  of  client,  case 
number,  and  amount  of  new  award.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
client.   No  Index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   13  1/2  x  11  x  27, 


5.  49  U.S.  Stat.  620. 

6.  L.  1935,  p.  260. 

7.  Ibid. .  p.  259-260;  L.  1935-36,  First  3p.  Sees., 
p.  54,55;  L.  1937,  p.  265. 

8.  L.  1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sees.,  p.  57-59;  L.  1937, 
p.  267,268. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  266,269. 
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261.  PENDING  CASES,  1936--.   2  f.d. 

Files  of  pending  old  age  assistance  cases  Including  In- 
vestigator's report  and  recommendation,  showing  name, 
address,  date  and  place  of  birth,  age,  marital  status, 
citizenship  of  applicant,  value  of  real  and  personal 
property,  case  history,  names  and  addresses  of  children, 
and  case  number.   Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.   No 
Index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fra.   13  1/2  x  11  x  27. 

262.  STATISTICAL  AND  VISITOR  CARDS,  1936—.   1  f.b. 
Card  record  of  case  workers'  visits  and  examinations  of 
applicants,  showing  names  of  applicant  and  case  worker, 
marital,  financial,  and  occupational  statistics  of  ap- 
plicant, approval,  reinstatement,  or  denial  of  case, 
amount  of  award,  and  dates  of  application,  examination, 
award,  and  approval.   No  obvious  arr.   No  Index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   8  x  6  x  11. 

263.  CLOSED  CASES,  1936—.   1  f.d. 

Documents  of  closed  old  age  assistance  cases  Including 
Investigator's  report  and  recommendation,  case  history, 
copy  of  marriage  license,  proof  of  citizenship,  author- 
ity to  examine  financial  records,  correspondence  with 
children,  reply  from  responsible  child,  and  date  of  fil- 
ing.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  client.   No  Index.   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   13  1/2  x  11  x  27. 

264.  CLOSED  CASES,  1936--.   2  f.b. 

Files  of  old  age  assistance  cases  closed  by  death  of 
client,  showing  name,  number,  and  case  history,  dates 
of  filing  and  approval  of  original  application,  date 
and  reason  for  cancellation  of  assistance,  and  amount 
of  assistance  awarded,  and  Itemized  account  of  funeral 
expenses;  also  Includes  report  and  recommendation  of  In- 
vestigator.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  client.   No  Index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   13  1/2  x  11  x  27. 

265.  DECEASED  RECIPIENTS  HAVING  PROPERTY,  1936—. 
1  f.b. 

Flies  of  case  records  of  deceased  old  age  assistance 
property-owning  clients,  showing  case  number,  name,  ad- 
dress, sex,  and  date  of  death  of  deceased,  legal  descrip- 
tion and  valuation  of  property,  amounts  of  delinquent 
taxes  and  personal  property,  date  and  amount  of  claim 
filed  and  collected,  and  date  report  sent  to  central  of- 
fice.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.   No  Index.   Typed 
on  pr.  fm.   6  x  8  x  11. 

266.  STATISTICAL  REPORT,  1936—.   1  f.d. 

Reports  to  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  on  old  age 
assistance  statistics,  showing  number  of  men  and  women 
receiving  pensions,  number  of  cases  disposed  of,  ap- 
proved. Ineligible,  deceased,  and  withdrawn,  euid  date 
of  report.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Typed, 
11  X  13i  X  27. 

267.  PAY  ROLL  REPORT,  1936—.   1  f.d. 

Pay  roll  reports  Including  applications  for  leaves  of 
absence,  and  office  and  travel  expenses,  showing  certifi- 
cation and  approval  of  voucher,  itemized  traveling  ex- 
penses, and  names  of  employees,  and  date  of  report.   Arr. 
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by  date  of  report.   No  Index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   24  1/2 
X  12  1/2  X  11. 

268.  CERTIFICATION  LIST,  1937--.   1  f.d. 

Lists  of  persons  certified  for  receipt  of  surplus  com- 
modities, showing  name  of  recipient,  number  of  depend- 
ents, date  of  request  for  surplus  commodities,  and  re- 
marks.  Arr.  by  date  of  request.   No  Index.   Typed. 
13  1/2  X  11  X  27. 

269.  REGISTER  SHEET,  1936—.   1  v. 

Register  of  applications  for  old  age  assistance,  showing 
date  and  number  of  application,  name,  address   sex,  and 
age  of  applicant.   Arr.  by  date  of  application.   No  In- 
dex. Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   125  p.  15  x  10  x  1. 


(Next  entry  270,  p.  232) 
XIX.   COUNTY  HOME 


One  phase  of  public  assistance  Is  administered,  by 
the  county  home.   All  county  poorhouses,  poor  farms,  and 
Institutions  for  the  support  and  care  of  Indigents  In 
Illinois  are  known  as  county  homes. 1  County  poorhouses 
and  farms  have  existed  In  this  state  under  statutory 
provisions  for  nearly  a  century.   The  legislation  cre- 
ating these  county  establishments  for  the  Indigent  has 
changed  little  since  the  original  enactments.   The  county 
boards  of  the  various  counties  may  establish  a  county 
home,  and  are  granted  the  following  powers: 

1.  To  acquire  by  purchase,  grant,  gift,  or 
devise,  a  suitable  tract  or  tracts  upon 
which  to  erect  and  maintain  a  county 
poorhouse  and  other  necessary  buildings, 
and  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  farm  for  the  employment  of  the  poor. 

2.  To  receive  gifts  and  bequests  to  aid  In 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of  the  poor- 
house,  or  In  the  care  of  the  Indigents. 

3.  To  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  same. 

4.  To  appoint  a  keeper  of  the  poorhouse  and 
all  necessary  agents  and  servants  for  the 

management  and  control  of  the  poorhouse 
and  farm,  and  to  prescribe  their  compen- 
sation and  duties. 

5.  To  appoint  a  county  physician  and  pre- 
scribe his  compensation  and  duties. 

6.  To  appoint  an  agent  to  have  the  general 
supervision  and  charge  of  all  matters  In 
relation  to  the  care  and  support  of  the 
poor,  and  to  prescribe  his  compensation 
and  duties. 

7.  To  moke  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of  the  county 
home.~ 

Records  of  the  county  home  are  prepared  and  kept  by 
the  keeper  (superintendent)  of  the  home.   He  is  required 
to  keep  an  account  showing  the  name  of  each  person  ad- 
mitted to  the  county  poorhouse,  the  time  of  his  admission 
and  discharge,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  cause 
of  his  dependency.   He  Is  also  required,  at  the  same 
time  each  year,  to  file  with  the  county  clerk  of  his 
county  a  copy  of  this  record  together  with  a  stPtement 


1.  L.  1919,  p.  699;  L.  1935,  p.  1058. 

2.  L.  1839,  p.  139,  R.3.  1345,  p.  404,405;  L.  1861, 
D.  180;  R.S.  1874,  p.  757;  L.  1917,  p.  638,639; 
L.  1919,  p.  698,699;  L.  1935,  p.  1057,1058. 

3.  R.S.  1874,  p.  758. 
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showing  the  average  number  of  persons  kept  In  the  poor- 
house  each  month  during  the  year.^ 

All  of  the  records  of  the  county  hone  are  kept  In 
the  caretaker's  quarters  on  the  first  floor  of  the  county 
home  in  Bluff  Springs. 

For  reports  of  warden  to  county  board,  see  entry 
67  (Ix). 


270.  ALMS  HOUSE  REGISTER,  1887—.   1  v.   (A). 
Register  of  Inmates  of  county  home,  showing  name,  former 
address,  age,  sex,  date  and  place  of  birth,  and  marital 
and  financial  status  of  Inmate,  cause  of  dependency, 
names  of  relatives,  and  dates  of  admission  and  discharge 
or  death.   No  obvious  arr.   No  Index.   Hdw.  and  hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 

271.  (APPLICATIONS),  1924--.   1  v. 

Copies  of  applications  for  county  aid,  showing  name,  ad- 
dress, sex,  date  and  place  of  birth,  citizenship,  and 
organization  membership  of  applicant,  length  of  resi- 
dence In  county  and  township,  cause  of  dependency,  num- 
ber and  ages  of  family  members,  financial  status  of  ap- 
plicant and  family,  nature  of  prior  aid,  and  signature 
of  township  supervisor.   No  obvious  arr.   No  Index.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   350  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 


XX.   FARM  BUREAU 


Cass  County  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  on  February  7, 
1918  to  promote  and  foster  the  social  and  economic  Inter- 
est of  persons  engaged  In  agriculture,  and  to  encourage, 
promote,  and  foster  cooperative  organizations  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  its  members.   The  membership  of  this 
bureau  is  made  up  of  farmers  of  the  county.   A  farm  ad- 
visor is  employed  who  cooperates  with  the  University  of 
Illinois  College  of  Agriculture  in  its  program  of  ex- 
tension education  and  farm  studies,  and  to  work  with  farm 
leaders  in  establishing  such  organizations  as  4-H  clubs 
and  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Associations. 

In  1914,  Congress  Inaugurated  a  program  of  agricul- 
tural extension  education  by  providing  for  cooperation 
between  the  agricultural  colleges  in  the  several  states 
and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.-^  The 
purpose  of  the  act  was  to  aid  in  diffusing  useful  and 
practical  information  on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture 
and  home  economics,  and  to  encourage  the  application  of 
the  same.   An  appropriation  was  made  to  each  state  to 
carry  out  the  act,  subject  to  the  assent  by  the  state 
legislature  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  provided 
that  the  state  appropriate  a  sum  equal  to  that  given  by 
the  Federal  G-overnment.2  The  General  Assembly  assented 
to  this  act  by  a  Joint  resolution  which  authorized  and 
empov;ered  the  trustees  of  the  University  of  Illinois  to 
receive  the  grants  of  money  appropriated  under  the  act, 
and  to  organize  and  conduct  agricultural  extension  work 
in  connection  with  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  the 
University.*' 

The  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  In  1917  for 
the  payment  of  county  agricultural  advisers.^  The  money 
was  appropriated  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  be 
distributed  equally  among  the  several  county  agricultural 
advisors  of  the  state  to  apply  upon  their  salaries.   The 
vouchers  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
payment  were  to  be  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  the 
agricultural  college  of  the  University  of  Illinois  that 
the  requirements  of  the  act  relative  to  the  employment 
of  county  advlBors  had  been  substantially  applied.   In 
1928,  to  further  develop  the  cooperative  extension  sys- 
tem in  agriculture  and  home  economics,  Congress  appro- 
priated additional  sums  of  money,  eighty  per  cent  of 
which  was  to  be  utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of 
extension  agents  in  counties  of  the  several  states.^ 

Reports  of  the  Farm  Bureau  are  sent  to  the  State 
and  Federal  Departments  of  Agriculture.   All  other  rec- 
ords are  kept  by  local  4-H  clubs  and  other  associations. 


1.  38  U.S.  Stat.  372. 

2.  Ibid. ,  373. 

3.  L.  1913,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  732. 

4.  L.  1917,  p.  85. 

5'.  45  U.S.  Stat.  711. 
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XXI.   HOME  BUREAU 


Caes  County  Home  Bureau  was  organized  on  November  19, 
1937,  to  carry  on  adult  education  on  all  home  economics 
subjects.   The  home  economics  club  may  participate  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  fund  known  as  the  "Agricultural 
Premium  Fund,"  providing  that  such  club  conducts  at  least 
one  show  or  exhibition  of  home  economics  project  work 
and  promptly  pays  in  cash  the  premiums  av;arded.   A  home 
adviser  is  employed  who  cooperates  wltli  the  University 
of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture,  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture in  their  program  of  extension  education  and  home 
economics  studies.-^ 

In  1915  the  General  Assembly  adopted  a  Joint  resolu- 
tion accepting  the  provisions  and  requirements  of  an  act 
of  Congress, 2  passed  th'e  previous  year;  which  act  pro- 
vided for  cooperative  extension  work  betv/een  the  agri- 
cultural colleges  in  the  several  states  receiving  the 
benefits  of  appropriations  under  the  Federal  statute.'^ 
This  resolution  granted  the  trustees  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  permission  to  accept  the  grants  of  money, 
made  available  under  the  statute,  to  aid  in  providing 
helpful  instruction  on  subjects  relating  to  home  eco- 
nomics and  agriculture,  and  in  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  extension  agents.^ 

The  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  in  1917  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  payment  of  county 
agricultural  advisers.^   In  order  to  further  the  coop- 
erative extension  system  between  the  agricultural  and 
home  economics  work,  this  appropriation  was  to  be  dis- 
tributed equally  among  the  several  county  agricultural 
advisers.   The  vouchers  were  to  be  accompanied  by  the 
certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  that  the  requirement  of  the  Federal  act  had 
been  met.   In  1928,  Congress  appropriated  additional 
suras  of  money,  eighty  per  cent  of  which  was  to  be 
utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  extension  agents 
in  counties  of  the  several  states." 

Reports  of  the  Home  Bureau  are  sent  to  the  State  and 
Federal  Departments  of  Agriculture.   All  other  records 
are  kept  by  local  4-K  clubs  and  other  associations. 


1.  L.  1989,  p.  762;  L.  1931,  t).  889;  L.  1933,  p.  1085; 
L.  1935,  p.  1414;  L.  1937,  p.  1162. 

2.  L.  1915,  Joint  Resolution,  p.  732. 

3.  38  U.S.  Stat.  372. 

4.  L.  1915,  Joint  Resolution,  p.  732. 

5.  L.  1917,  p.  85. 

6.  45  U.S.  Stat.  711. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  INDEX 
(All  figures  refer  to  entry  numbers;  under- 
scoring indicates  the  ending  of  a  record 
in  the  decade  under  which  it  is  listed) 


1821-1850 

New  Records 

71-74,  79,  101,  254. 

1851-1340 

New  Records 

1-5,  6,  8,  29,  56,  44,  45,  50,  56,  60,  66,  76,  85, 
86,  105,  151-155,  145,  155,  161-165,  166,  167,  1"72- 
174,  177,  178,  130,  ISl,  189,  191,  195,  245,  246, 
248. 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

71-74,  79,  101,  115,  254. 

1841-1850 

New  Records 

27,  55,  64,  94,  95,  102,  115,  114,  121,  154,  156, 

159,  175,  179,  132,  188,  221,  250,  241,  247. 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-5,  6,  8,  29,  56,  44,  45,   50,  56,  60,  66,  71-74, 
76,  79,  85,  86,  105,  151-155,  145,  155,  161-165, 

166,  157,  172-174,  177,  178,  180,  181,  189,  191, 
195,  245,  246,  248,  254. 

1851-1860 

New  Records 

4,  20-22,  26,  65,  67,  126-129,  155;  158,  156,  158, 

160,  196,  197,  211,  256,  245. 

Recoi?ds  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-5,  6,  8,  27,  29,  56,  44,  45,  50,  56,  60,  66,  71, 
72-74,  76,  35,  86,  94,  95,  101,  102,  105,  115,  114, 
121,  151-155,  145,  154,  156,  159,  161-165,  166, 

167,  172-175,  177-132,  188,  139,  191,  195,  221, 
250,  241,  245-248,  254. 

1861-1870 

New  Records 

7,  52,  49,  70,  84,  90,  98,  115,  150.  156,  157, 
141,  165,  171,  137,  198,  202. 
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Records  Beginning  In  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,  6,  8,  20-22,  27,  33,  35,  44,  45,  50,  56,  60, 
65,  66,  67,  72-74,  76,  85,  86,  94,  95,  101.  105, 
113,  114,  121,  126-129,  131-133,  135,  138,  143, 

154.  156,  150-163,  166,  167,  172-175,  177-182,  139, 
191,  195-197,  211,  221,  230,  236,  241,  243,  245- 
248,  254. 

1871-1380 

New  Reco3?d8 

5,    9,    23,    23,    30,    34,    37-43,    46-43,    52,    53,    57,    63, 
68,    73,    80,    81,    33,    37,    91,    106,    137,    119,    120,    123, 
124,    139,    142,    144,    145,    147,    150,    151,    169,    192, 
193,    199,    205-207,    226,    249,    255. 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,  6,  7,  3,20,  21,  22,  27,  32,  33,  36,  44,  45,  49, 
50,  56,  60,  66,  6^7  70,  72-74,  76,  34-36,  90,  94, 
95,  105,  113-115,  121,  126-133,  135-137,  141,  143, 
156,  153-163,  165-167,  171-174,  177-182,  187,  138. 
139,  191,  195-193,  202,  211,  221,  230,  236,  241, 
243,  245-243,  254. 

lSSl-1390 

New  Records 

15,  24.  31,  95,  99,  103,  108,  134,  146,  153,  175, 
186,  190,  201,  203,  204,  203,  214,  225,  229,  239, 
256,  270. 

Records  Beginning  In  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,  6,  3,  9,  20,  22,  23,  27,  23,  35-43,  50,  52, 
53,  55,  57,  50,  53,  66-68,  70,  72-74,  76,  78,  30, 
81,  83-37,  90,  91,  94,  95,  105,  106.  107,  113-115, 
119-121,  123,  124,  125-129,  130.  131,  132,  133. 
135-137,  133,  139,  141-145,  147,  150,  151,  155, 

155,  158,  159-153,  155-157,  159,  171-174,  177-182, 
137,  189,  191,  192,  195-199,  202.  205-207,  211. 
221,  226,  230,  236,  241,  243,  245-249,  254,  255. 

1891-1900 

New  Records 

il,  25,  55,  58,  75,  77,  109-111,  115,  1''2.  164, 

168,  212,  240. 

Records  Beginning  In  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  4,  6,  8,  9.  20,  22-24,  27-29,  31,  36-48,  50, 
52,  53,  56,  57,  50,  63,  66-68,  70,  72-74,  76,  ''8, 
SO,  31,  33-36,  8'',  90,  91,  94-96,  99,  103,  105, 
106,  113-115,  119.  120.  121,  123,  124,  126-129,  131, 
1^52,  134,  135.  135,  137,  -139,  141-147,  150.  151, 
153,  155,  156,  159,  160,  151-153,  165,  156,  167, 

169,  171-174,  175-132,  136,  197,  189-191,  1^2.  195. 
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196,  197,  196.  199.  201,  203,  205-203,  214,  221, 
222,  225,  226,  229,  230,  236,  239,  241,  243,  245- 
248,  254,  255,  256,  270. 

1901-1910 

New  Records 

12,  13,  51,  59,  69,  104,  112,  117,  125,    149,  149, 
200,  223,  231. 

Records  Beginning  In  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  8,  9,  11,  22-25,  27,  23,  31,  36-41,  44-48,  50, 
52,  53,  56,  57,  58,  60,  63,  66-68,  70,  72-73,  80, 
81,  83,  34,  85-87,  90,  91,  94-95,  99,  103,  105, 
106,  109-111,  113-116,  121,  122,  123,  124,  126-129. 
131,  132,  134,  135,  137,  139,  141-147,  150,  151, 
153,  155,  156,  159,  lcl-154,  166,  168,  171-174, 
175-132,  186,  189-1?1,  196.  197,  201,  203-207,  212, 
214,  221,  222,  225.  226,  229,  230,  236,  239-241, 
243,  245-248,  255,  256,  270. 

1911-1920 

New  Records 

14,  16,  17,  19,  54,  61,  97,  100,  118,  152,  183- 

185,  215,  215,  217,  227,  232,  233,  235,  237,  238, 
242.  257. 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  8,  9,  12,  13,  15,  22-25,  27,  28,  31,  36,  37, 
38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43-48,  50-53,  58,  59,  60,  63, 
66-68,  70,  72-76,  77,  78,  30,  81,  33,  35-37,  90, 
91,  94-96,  93,  99,  103-106,  109-117.  121.123,  124, 
125,  131,  132,  134,  135,  137,  139,  141-151,  153, 
155,  156,  159,  161-164,  156,  168,  171-174,  176, 
177,  178-182,  136,  189-191,  200,  201,  233-207, 
212,  214,  221-223,  225,  229-231,  236,  239,  240, 
241,  243,  245-249,  255,  256,  270. 

1921-1930 

New  Records 

10,  62,  32,  92,  93,  140,  157,  158,  170,  glO,  218, 
219,  220,  222,  224,  228,  234,  253,  271. 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  8,  9;  12-14,  16,  17,  19}  22-25,  27,  23,  31, 
36,  38,  39,  41,  43-43,  50-52,  53,  60,  61,  66-68, 
70,  72-76,  78,  80,  81,  83,  85-87,  90,  91,  94,  95, 
96,  97,  103,  104,  105,  106,  139,  110,  111,  112- 
119,  121,  123,  125,  131,  132,  134,  135,  137,  139, 
141,  143-148,  149,  150-153,  155,  156,  159,  161- 
164,  166,  163.~lTl.  172-174,  175.  176,  178.  179- 

186,  189-191,  200,  201,  203-203,  212,  214,  216. 
217.  221,  223,  226,  227,  229,  230-232,  233.  235, 
236,  237.  238.  240,  241,  243,  245-249,  255-257, 
270. 
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1951-1940 

New  Records 

18,  35,  88,  89,  194,  209,  213,  222,  244,  250-252, 
258-269. 

Records  Beginning  In  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  8-10,  12-14,  16,  17,  19,  22-25,  27-29,'  31,  36, 
38,  39,  41,  43-48,  50-52,  60-62,  66-68,  70,  72-76, 
78,  80,  81,  82,  85-37,  90-93,  95,  103,  105,  106, 
109,  110,  112-118,  121.  123,  125.,  131,  132,  134, 
135,  137,  139,  140-143,  144,  145-147,  148,  150-153, 
155-157,  159,  161-164,  166,  168,  172-174,  176,  179- 
186,  189-191,  200,  203-205,  206,  207,  208,  212, 
214,  218-224,  226-223,  230-232,  234-236,  240,  241, 
243,  245-249,  253,  255,  256,  257,  270,  271. 


(Aba-App) 


SUBJECT  INDEX 
(PlgureB  refer  to  Inventorj  numbers  unless  un- 
derscored; underscored  figures  refer  to  pages) 


Abatement 

certificates  of,  66  (ix) 
mosquito,  district  organiza- 
tion. 25 
AbbreTiations  and  symbols  used 

in  inventory,  106-?,Q9 
Abstracts 

election,  66  (il) 
of  title,  101 
Accoucheurs 
record,  52 
register,  53 
Accounts 

audits,  55,  il5,  JLlfi 
bank,  treasurer's,  222 
birth  and  death,  county 

clerk's,  69 
collector's,  217 
county  clerk's,  68 
examination.  Up.   116 
treasurer's,  221 
distributive  fund,  228 
dog  license  fund,  8,  57 
estate,  154 
highway,  249.  252 
institute  fund,  228 
maintenance  costs  of  prison- 
ers, 207  (l) 
school,  226 

(township  school)  treasxirers' , 
227 
Administrator 
S£&  Alaa  Estate;  Executor; 
Probate  Court;  Wills 
bonds,  67  (i.  ll),  131.  132, 

137,  138,  139,  140 
de  bonis  non.  with  will  annexed, 

139,  140 
deeds,  81 
docket,  156,  157 
inventory  record,  143 
letters,  67  (ll) ,  132,  137, 
139,  140 
oaths,  67  (ll),  131.  137,  139, 

140 
petitions,  67  (i,  ll) ,  131, 
137,  139,  140 
for  sale  of  estate  property, 
67  (1) 
public,  i£2.  122 

bonds  and  oaths,  66  (iv) 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  132,  137 
reports,  67  (i),  131,  132,  150 

of  sale,  67  (l) 
with  will  annexed.  67  (ll) ,  139 


Adoption 
Sea  «1 an  Juvenile 
entries  of  appearance,  67  (ill) 
Jiirlsdiction  in,  158 
orders,  66.  67  (ill),  105 
petitions,  67  (lil),  105 
record,  106 
Adult  probation  officer,  see  Pro- 
bation 
Affidavits 

Beardstown  paving  district.  111 
in  county  court.  66  (i),  105 
of  maintenance  costs  of 
prisoners,  207  (i) 
of  posting  notices,  131 
of  publication  in  drainage 

proceedings,  255 
recorded,  76  (ll),  78  (i) 
of  B£ile  of  school  land,  231 
tax  deeds.  37,  66  (i).  67  (xxvi) 
witness,  66,  105.  200 
foreign.  166 
Agreements 

articles  of.  76  (ill) 
of  conditional  sale  of  auto- 
mobiles, 207  (ll) 
recorded,  78  (ll) 
Algonquin  Indians ,  4 
Aliens,  see  Naturalization 
Allopaths'  register,  53 
Allotments 

motor  fuel  tax,  250 
Allred,  Jesse,  ^ 
Allred,  John,  20. 
Almshouse,  see  County  farm; 
County  home;  Poor; 
Public  welfare;  Relief 
reports,  warden's,  67  (ix) 
Anerum,  Jesse,  £ 
Annexation  of  leinds  to  drainage 
districts,  sea  Drainage 
Answers,  defendants' ,  172 
Anticipation  warrants,  see 

Vfarremt  s 
Appeal 
bonds 

circuit  court.  161.  166 
county  court.  66,  105 
in  circ\iit  court,  61,  161,  162. 

JLZ9.  ISSi 
in  county  court,  fii.  M.  105- 
157.  IfiS,  lfi2 
Applications 

for  admission  to  county  home, 
271 
for  blind  benefits,  16 
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Subject  Index  -  264  - 

Applications  (continued) 

for  hunting  license,  66  (ii) 

for  marriage  licenses,  48,  2&. 

for  old  age  assistance  regis- 
ter, 269 
Appointment 

of  deputies,  207  (ill) 
Appraisement 

bills,  67  (rii) 

record,  143,  145 
Appraiser 

oath,  67  (vii),  131 

reports,  67  (vii) 

warrants,  67  (vii),  131 
Apprentice  indentxires,  66,  105 
Appropriations 

for  county  funds,  114 
Architect 

license.  67  (xvll) ,  78  (xxl) 

state 

inspection  of  school  property, 

25 
school  8\iperlntendent  reports 
to,  212,  23A 
Arenz,  Francis  A.,  i,  fin,  12,  12, 

20. 
Arenz,  J.  A. ,  ^ 
Arenzville,  £,  £s,  1.   14,  12.  2^, 

2&,   4Q.  12 
Arenzville  election  district.  3. 
Arenzville  election  precinct, 

2&.  22 
Arenzville  Township.  21.  ^ 
Armstrong,  Jeptha,  J5i 
Armstrong  and  Beasley,  12 
Arnold,  James,  2 
Army,  see  Soldiers 
Arrest,  warrants  for,  166 
Articles,  see  Agreements;  Incor- 

porntion 
Ashland,  ^.  iQ.  12.  iS 
Ashland  No.  1  election  precinct, 

2a 

Ashland  No.  2  election  precinct, 

2a 

AahlAn<^  Sentinel.  TJ^q,   ^ 
Ashland  Township.  21.  i2 
Assessments,  .afifi  Tax 
Assessors 
books,  22 

district.  £S.  M.  122 
township.  133p 
bonds.  61 

duties,  ^,  122a.  206 
election.  ^ 
Assignee's  deeds,  76  (xvi) 

Assignments 

deeds,  76  (xvl) 

documents.  131 

index.  77 

of  patent  rights.  76  (vi) 


(App-Bel) 


Assignments  (continued) 

record,  67.  107,  132 

recorded.  76  (v) .  78  (iv) 
Attachments 

bonds,  207  (iv) 

county  court,  66,  105 

writs,  207  (xxxil) 
Attorney 

circuit,  £4 
AMiting  of  county  funds,  5Sl 
Auditor 

deeds,  76  (ivi) 

land  entry  record,  71 

reports,   2.    66 
Automobiles,   see  Motor  vehicles 
Awards ,   widows  •  .  am  Vfldow 

Babb,    William  W..  12.  12 

Babb's  West  Bridge,  12 

Bail 

bonds,    66.    105,    166.    170. 

207  (iv) 

Baker,   John.  ^ 

Baker.  Joseph,  3, 

Baldwin.   Reverend  Theron,  22 

Ballots,    see  Election 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  42 

Bank 

deposits,  lists  of,  216 
stock  transfers  of,  78  (ixix) 
stockholders,  lists  of.  78  (xxv) 

Baptists,  24 

Baptist  Association,  24 

Barber.  T.  S..  ^ 

Bar  dockets 

circuit  court,  188 

Bausingault.  Mr.,  IQ 

Beadles,  Madison,  12 

Beard,  Thomas,  4.  5,  1,   1& 
BeardBto%m  named  after.  4 

Beardstown,  ±,   5.  ,&a.  £•  It   U. 

12.  15.  15a.  lS-21.  22-22. 
2S-21.  22.  42a.  42.  4& 
first  sent  of  Justice,  15 
paving  district  documents,  111 

Beardstown,  cotinty  seat  shifted, 

11 

Beardstown  election  district,  2 

Beardstown  election  precinct, 

2a.  22 

Beardstown  Library  Association, 

22 

Beardstown  Township,  20.,  21 

BeardBtOim  dOd  Petersburg  Gazette. 
IM.  21 

PeaxdBtom  giu:QQl.alfi  ^aad  Illl- 

noJB  Bounty  Land  Adver- 
tiser. The.  5.  22 

Bflftraatgwn  Wochenblatt.  The,  12 

Beasley,  Benjamin,  £ 

Bell,  Peter  S.,  2 


Subject  Index 
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(Ben-Bro) 


Bennett,  J.  H. ,  12 

Bflgbflchter  .aod  ininoia  nuaz. 

The,  42 
Berry,  Jajnes,  30 
Berry,  John  M. ,  22. 
Berry,  Thomas  S.,  21 
Blddlecome,  Reverend  John,  6n 
Bide 

Beardstown  paving  district ,  111 
for  local  improvement B, 

67  (xvlii) 
on  cotmty  hulldlngs,  2,  66 
Big  Creek,  4 
Billings,  Horace,  1,9 
Bills 

appraisement,  67  (vll) 
to  construe  will,  172 

filing  of,  112 
for  divorce,  172 
fee 

circuit  court,  161 
county  court,  66,  105 
foreclosure,  173 
partition,  172 
to  qtiiet  title,  172 
of  sale,  76  (vii),  78  (v) 
recording  of,  144 
Births 
See  also  Vital  statistics 

warrants  issued  for,  13 
Black,  James  B. ,  21 
Black,  Joseph  W. ,  ^ 
Blair,  Villiam,  £.  1£ 
Blind 

■benefits,  record  of  payments, 
17 
Bluff  Springs,  1&,  ik2.  42 
Bluff  Springs  election  precinct, 

Bluff  Springs  Township,  jJl,  J55 
Boemler,  Henry,  20 
Boggs,  George,  £ 
Boland,  James,  £ 
Bond  issues 

coupon  register,  20,  21 
drainage 
record,  225 
register,  19,  20 
Jail,  register,  20 
railroad,  register,  20 
road 

register,  19 

resolutions  for,  67  (xxlli) 
school,  resolution  for,  67  (xjcv) 
register,  19 
Bonds 

administrator,  public,  66  (iv) 
appeal,  66,  105,  161,  166 
assessors',  61,  66  (iv) 

township,  206 
attachment,  307  (iv) 


Bonds  (continued) 

bail,  66,  105.  166,  170, 

,   ,     207  (iv) 
capias,  207  (iv) 

cemetery  association  treasurer, 

67  (iv) 

circtiit  clerk,  78  (viil)  .  183. 

constables',  60,  66  (iv),  126 
coroner's,  78  (vlll),  199 

deputy,  201 
county  clerk's,  I,2g 
for  deeds.  78  (vl) 
drainage  commissioners' ,  255 
highway  comnl  bfjI oners '  ,  62 
highway  district  clerk,  67  (ix) 
indemnifying,  207  (iv) 
justices'  of  peace,  60,  66  (iv), 
67  (Ix),  1S6 
lodge  trustees' ,  78  (vii) 
officers' 

county,  3,  63,  67  (ix) 
keeping  of,  1S6 
paving  district  commissioners' 

and  contractors'.  111 
physicians',  co-unty,  2,  66 
police  magistrates',  60,  67  (ix) 
recognizance,  66,  105,  106,  108, 

166,  171,  207  (iv) 
recorder's,  145 
replevin,  207  (iv) 
sheriff's,  78  (viil),  12§ 
state's  attorney's,  203 
treasurers' 
county,  213 
township,  66  (iv) 
(school),  96 
BondEmen,  orders  releasing,  66, 

105 
Bone,  Ellhu,  22 
Bonney,  Amos 

early  county  commissioner,  fi 
Bounty 

crow,  warrants,  register,  2,  66 
fox  wari'ants,  2,  66 
ground-hog,  warrants,  2,  66 
sparrow  warrants,  2,  66 
warrants,  register,  8,  10 
wolf,  warrants,  2,  66 
Bowen,  Jeremiah,  12 
Bowen,  Jerry,  5n 
Bowens  election  district,  3. 
Boyd,  Thomas,  12 
Brands,  see  Marks  and  brands 
Bridges,  geq  Transportation 
Brockman,  Reverend  Samuel,  54 
Broeker,  John,  21 
Brown,  J.  J. ,  £ 
Brown,  William,  22a 
Brown,  Reverend  William  H. ,  54 
Browning,  Orville  Hickman,  22n 


ubject  Index 

ryant ,  Luclan  T. 
Aick,  James,  16 
uck,  Jasper,  3. 
urns ,  Thomas  J . , 
urns,  II.  B.  ,  12 
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12 


ampbell,  Willlnjn,  21 
apias 
bonds,  207  (iv) 
writs 

criminal,  207  (mil) 
pro  fine,  207  (xxxll) 
larr,  David.  Si,  3. 
'aTT,   James,  Q,,   12 
larr  brothers,  5X1 
iartwright.  Peter,  12 
iarver,  Elijah,  ^ 
ash  books 

See  «i«"  Pees;  Fund;  Receipts 
and  expenditures 
8\q)erlntondent  of  schools,  229 
ass,  Lewis 

coxmty  named  after,  IQ 
ass  County,  Z,  5.,  2.  &,   i£.  12a. 
11-12.,   34.  25.  21,  23., 
2&,   i2.  i2.  Ig 
agriculture,  sea  industries 

below 
area,  J5 

Increase  in,  IQ 
changes  in,  IQ 
counties  bordering  on,  IQ 
buflinees  activities,  12,  20. 
churches,  qqg  Heliglon;  also 

under  name  of  denomination 
courthouaes 

bxilldings  used,  21 
first  constructed,  H,  12 
cost,  12 
drainage  commissioner,  first 

appointed,  li 
early  settlers,  4.  2li,   6° 
early  social  Institutions, 

21-22 
economic  development,  17 
education 
school 

buildings  first  used,  21 
commissioner,  appointment 

of,  21 
number  In  county,  52.  22 
^  statistics,  47 

seminarleB,  establishment 

of,  22 
teachers,  early  quality,  21 
elections,  siSA   politics  below 
establishment  of,  1 

election  for,  fi 
farms,  see  agriculture  imder 

industries  below 
ferries,  age  InduBtries  below 


Cass  County  (contln\ied) 

files,  general  index  to,  1 
finance 
taxation 

comparative  etataaent  of 

taxable  property,  2Sl,  32 
rates,  12.  5S 
government 

changes  In,  30,  31 
townships  designated  by  com- 
missioners. 31 
governmental  organization,  53,-80 
health  services,  sea  Public 

welfare 
Indians  In,  ^ 
Industries 
agriciilture 
farm 

acreage,  12 
crops,  Ifi 

yield  chart,  44 
statistics,  44 
value.  12.  42 
importance.  IQ, 
societies,   organization  of, 

la.  13. 

statistics,  44 
ferry 

license,  issuing  of,  Ig,  12& 
grist  mill,  first  established, 

iSi 
manufactures 
kinds,  12,  2fi 
number.  4fi 
t)lant  and  equipment  values, 

20. 
products,  2Q 
statistical  chart,  4fi 
railroad,  am  trsmeportation 

below 

saw  Dill,  first  established, 

i2 

steam  mill,  first  in  county, 

1£ 

tavern 

licenses,  first  Issued,  12 
inhabitants 

foreign  bom,  IS.  42 
negroes,  IS 
Jail,  first  constructed,  H 
lands 

sales,  5, 
location,  2 
manvif acturers ,  see  industries 

above 
newspapers 
See  under  name  of  newspaper 
first  in  county.  5.  22.  42.  ^ 
political  affiliations,  22 
politics 

Democratic  control  of,  2& 


Subject  Index 

Cass  Covmty  (contlmiad) 
election 

adoption  of  secret  'ballot, 
I£ 
districts,  first  estab- 
lished. 2. 
renaming  of,  9 
presidential  election 
votes  cast  in,  ^ 
population.  Increase  in,  2,  iS. 

23. 
statlaticB,  M 
publications,  sfl£  newspapers 

above 
public  welfare 

insane,  early  care  of,  ia 
overseers  of  poor,  appoint- 
ment, i5 
poor,  early  care  of,  ifi. 
poor  farm,  pxirchase  of,  16 
poor  house,  JLS 

construction  of,  33 
destroyed  by  fire,  23l 
statistics,  JH 
railroads,  see  transportation 
below;  also  under  name 
of  specific  railroad 
religion 

early  denomination,  2S-Sfi.  42 
rivers,  lakes,  sloughs  and 

streams ,  ± 
roads,  AQQ  transportation  below 
schools,  see  education  above 
seat  of  justice 
change  in,  ^.  ^ 
election  for,  ^,  JLi.  3S.  -21 
soil,  3.  4,  18 
tavern  keeping,  jafifi  industries 

above 
taxation,  see  finances  above 
trade,  see  industries  above 
transportation 

bridge,  toll,  first  bviilt,  i& 
railroads 

amalgamation,  42 
first  constructed,  i&,  43 
roads 

construction,  early,  J52 
districts,  first  estab- 
lished, 12 
first  in  co\mty,  J^ 
mileage  chart,  22. 
supervisors,  first  appointed 

12 
viewers,  first  appointed,  X2 
Cass  County  Agricxiltural  Society, 

la.  12 

constitution  of,  76  (xlil) 
Cass  County  Fair  Grounds  Organi- 
zation, 12 
Catholics,  2fi.  42 
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Cemetery 

associations 

reports,  67  (iv) 
treasurer's  bond,  67  (iv) 
deeds,  76  (xvi) 
Census  record,  64 
Central  Illinoifllan.  TJia,  22,   42 
Certificates 
See  also  License 
accoucheurs' 
record,  52 
register,  53 
allopaths' .  register,  53 
birth,  38 

Index  to,  40 
change  of  name  of  corporations, 

67  (viii) 
chiropractors,  register  of,  53 
for  citizenship,  Afifi  Natiirali- 

zation 
death,  38 
dentists' 
record,  52 
register  of,  53 
of  discharge,  134 

soldiers' ,  78  (ix) 
eclectics,  register  of,  53 
of  election,  66  (li) 
church  trustees,  66  (v) 
drainage  commissioners,  255 
trustees  of  organizations, 

76  (vlli) 
estray,  66  (vi) 
re^ster,  56 
homeopaths',  register  of,  53 
of  incorporation,  78  (x) 

recorded,  76  (ix) 
Issued  to  insanity  commis- 
sioners, stubs,  14 
jury 

stubs  of,  12 
of  levy 

sheriff's,  94,  95,  161, 

207  (vi) 
of  nomination,  66  (xl) 
ntirses',  record,  52 
optometrists' ,  register,  54 
of  organization,  78  (x) 
osteopaths' 
record,  52 
register  of,  53 
partnership,  67  (xx) 
physicians' 
record,  52 
register  of,  53 
power  of  attorney,  67  (xxi) 
of  publication,  66  (iv,  xvlli) , 

131,  207  (vll) 
of  pTirchase  (tax),  36,  66  (l) , 
67  (xxvl),  76  (x) 


Subject  Inder 

Certificate*  (continued) 

issued  by  drainage  coonlsslon- 
er.  23 
recording  of,  i3£.  ii5.  IM 
of  redenptior 
master's,  94.  95 
sheriff's,  94,  95,  161, 

307  (vl) 
of  registration  of  male  animals, 

78  (li) 
of  sale 

master's.  94,  95 
sheriff's,  94,  95.  161,  207 

(vi) 
of  settlement  of  taxes,  207  (v) 
stallion.  66  (riil) 
record,  99 

renewal  of,  78,  99,  100 
stillbirth,  38 
tax  abatement,  66  (ix) 
teachers' 

issueuice  of,  69n.  20. 
valuation  of  school  lands,  231 
Teterlnarieins' 
record,  52 
register  of,  53 
Cettrough  (Chittrough) ,  John,  ^ 
Chancery,  see  also  Circuit  court; 
Mastor-in-chancery 
jurisdiction  in,  ^,  122 
Chandler,  Dr.  Charles,  fi,  19,  22. 
^,  2a 
Chandler,  Marcus,  £ 
Chandlenrllle ,  4,  £,  2,   2&.  ^. 

21,  ^ 
Chandlerville  election  precinct, 

9b,  Si 
Chandlei-Tille  No.  1  election  pre- 
cinct, 3fi 
Chandlervllle  No.  2  election  pre- 
cinct ,  5fl 
ChAndlarvllla  Tiqea.  The.  49 
Chandlerville  Township,  21,  22 
Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy 

Railroad,  42 
Chicago,  Peoria  ami   St.  Louis 

Railroad,  4S 
Children,  see  Juvenile 
Chiropractors'  certificate 

register,  53 
Christian  Science  Society,  49 
Church 
trustees 

certificates  of  election, 

66  (v) 
election  lists,  67  (xi) 
Cincinnati  (Ohio)  ,  Jl£ 
Circuit  attorney,  £4 
Circuit  court 

appeals  to.  l&2i  169 
branches,  182 
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Circuit  Court  (continued) 
clerk 

appointment,  fil.  78  (ill).  ia2 
bond,  78  (viii),  123 

duties,  las-ias 

ex  officio  recorder,  142 
oath.  122 

office  location,  iQ4 
pro  tempore,  appolntnent ,  183 
records  kept  hy,  160-302 
roster,  S&<  SI 
dockets 
bar.  188 
execution,  181 
Judge's,  182-185 
judgment ,  180 
mechanic's  lien,  186 
fee  books  (court  costs) 
chancer:'.  189.  1^0 
common  law,  189 
criminal,  189 
files 

chancery,  172 
index,  173 
cocmon  law,  161 

index,  162 
criminal,  166 

index,  162,  167 
execution,  177 
mechanics'  liens,  176 
transcripts,  178 
Judge,  £2.  52 
Jurisdiction  and  functions  of, 

^,  122.  122 
records 

hall  bond,  170 
chancery,  174,  175 
common  law,  163 
confession,  163-155 
criminal,  163,  168 
default,  163,  155 
divorce,  174 
of  fines,  182,  187 
Indictments,  163,  168,  169 
plaintiff-defendant  Index, 
160 
prohation,  163,  168 
recognizance  hond,  171 
transcripts,  179 
reports  to 
coroner,  191 

states'  attorney,  163,  192 
Clre,  John  L. ,  £a 
Citations,  207  (viii) 
Cities,  see  \inder  names  of  in- 

dlvid\ial  cities 
Civil 
cases 

Jxirisdlctlon,  1&2.  12& 
service  commission  rules,  67  (v) 
War  militia  roll,  65 


Subject  Index  -  269  - 

Claims 

against  county,  auditing  of, 
5S.  115 
for  dower,  76  (xll) 
In  drainage  proceedings,  255 
against  estates,  131 

judgment  on  132,  155 
against  highway  fund,  register, 

251 
for  sheep  damages,  2,  66 
for  state  aid  for  schools,  234 
Clark,  Gus  A.,  ^5 
Clark,  Lawrence.  12 
Clark  family,  £fl 
Clear  Creed,  4 
Clear  La2<e,  4 
Clemons,  William  S. .  1,6 
Clerk 

coujity,  see  County  clerk 
of  courts.  Egg  under  name  of 
specific  court 
Cline,  George,  22 
Cole,  William,  2. 
Collection  of  ta^es,  aae  Taxes 
Collector 
county 
accounts 

with  county  treasurer,  214 
tax  collections,  215,  217 
appointment,  Sll,   23,0 
hondg,  210 

hooks  (lists  of  taxahle  prop- 
erty) .  27 
duties  and  functions  of,  5Q. 

^.  21^,   211 
orders  to  receive  delinquent 

taxes,  207  (xx) 
records  kept  hy,  214-220 
reports  to  county  clerk,  210 
roster,  §9 
sheriff's  early  duties  as.  ^, 

52.  2X2. 
treasurer,  ex  officio,  57 
township 

bank  deposits,  216 
duties,  ^Z,   21Q,  .211 
Commission 
insanity 

findings,  65,  105,  lOP,  110, 
132 
reports,  66,  105,  109 
justice  of  peace,  78  (xm) 
police  magistrate.  78  (xlii) 
welfare,  county,  229 
Commissioner 

hl>?hway.  .aflfl  transportation 
paving  district,  49*  Paring 

district 
school,  see  School 
Commitments,  66,  105 
writs  of,  207  (xxxll) 


( Cla-Con) 

Committees,  county  hoard  of 
supervisor 8 
reports,  3 
Common  law  cases 

Jurisdiction  in.  1S2,  181 
Communications,  county  hoard,  3 
Complaints 

before  justices,  166 
Compton,  Nathan,  6n 
Condemnation  orders,  66,  105 
Confession 

jud^ent  by,  circuit  court, 

161,  163-165 
record,  106 
Congregational  Church,  22,  g4 
Conservator 
Sqq  fllflo  Guardian;  Insanity; 
Probate  court 
bonds,  67  (vl),  131 
dockets,  156,  157 
Inventories,  143 
oaths,  131 

petitions,  67  (vl),  131 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions) ,  142 
reports,  67  (vl),  131,  132,  150 

record,  153 
resignations,  131 
Constables 

appointment  of,  ^ 
bonds,  60,  66  (tv) 
keeping  of,  127 
creation  of  office,  £3 
duties,  £2.  35. 
election,  62 
oaths,  65  Tiv) ,  126 
register,  50 
Constitution  of  Cass  County  Ag- 
ricultural Society. 

76  (xlii) 
provides  new  form  of  co\inty 
board,  ^ 
Construction,  see  Roads;  Trans- 
portation 
Contractors' 

bids  for  local  improvement a, 

67  (xvlll) 
Beardstown  paving  district,  111 
Contracts 

Beardstown  paving  district,  111 
county 

authority  to  make,  114 
buildings,  construction  and 

improvement  of,  2,  66 
physicians' ,  2,  66 
drainage 

district  construction,  255 
highway,  249 

keeping  of,  2^:^ 
recorded,  76  (xiv) ,  78  (xlv) 
Conveyances 


Subject  Inde:x 

S^q  f^ao   Deeds;  Mortgages 
entry  book  of,  70 
landB,  71 
Conyers,  Bartlett,  £fl 
Cook  County,  2Z 
Cooper,  M.,  la 
Copartnerehip  proceedings, 

67  (vll) 
Corbey,  Joseph,  Q, 
Coroner 

bond,  78  (vlll) ,  i2Ql 
creation  of  office,  ^ 
deeds,  76  (xvl) 
deputy,  appointment  and  bond, 

duties  and  powers  of,  £2.  Mi 

election,  M.  .201 
inquest 

papers,  66  (xli) 
procedure,  M.  201 
oath,  gOl 
office 

tern  of,  ^Qi,  2Qln 
records,  208 
reports,  191 
roster,  Ql,   M 
Corporation 
Sge  ?i,laQ  IncoriDoration 
changes  of  names.  78  (xii) 
proceedings,  67  (yiil) 
Correction  deeds,  76  (ivi) 
Correspondence 

old  age  assistance,  263 
superintendent's  of  schools, 
248 
Costs,  see  fee  book  under  nane  of 

specific  court 
Cotton  Wood  Lake,  ± 
County  board 

board  of  county  commissioners 
clerk,  county  clerk,  ei 
officio.  1S2 
first.  ^ 
legislation  establishing,  54 

minutes,  4 
coimty  cozaialssloners'  co^'ja't 
clerk,  £2.  £1,  ^,  Q^,   ^. 

11a.  122. 
duties  and  powers.  12,  52. 

M.  M.  &2,  22.   11^ 
election,  52 
first  administratlre  body,  h, 

probate  J\irlsdlction,  jfifi,  £1, 
6S 
roster,  82,  83 
succeeded  by  county  court , 
JQ.  ^.  li2 

county  court  as  early  admini- 
strative body 
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County  Board  (continued) 

coniposition,  52,  112,  I,&Q 
early  sessions,  20..   m 
establishnent,  2Q,  52,  JL12 
members 

coopensftticn.  112,  158 
election,  112 
roster,  Q2 

term  of  office.  112,  i£fi 
power  and  JiiTlsdiction,  \}?- 
succeeded  by  board  of  super- 
visors, 52.  112.  112 
succeeding  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  2£1,  ^. 
112 
supervision  over  roads  and 
bridges,  22.  220. 
proceedings,  3,  112 
of  supervisors 

adoption  of,  51,  52.  112 
clerk 

county  clerk,  ex  officio, 

IIZ.  122 
roster,  Q^,   fifi 
composition,  55.  M.  112 
duties  and  powers,  115.  116 
members 

additional  (assistant  super- 
visors) ,  5i.  115.  11:1 
compensation,  113 
election,  55,  112 
roster,  Q^ 
tern  of  office.  115 
minutes,  2,  3,  66 
reports  to,  3,  255,  256 
succeeding  county  court ,  112 
County  buildings 

plans  for  construction  and  im- 
provement of,  2,  66 
County  clerk 
accounts 

with  registrar  of  births  and 
deaths.  69 
bonds  of,  3i23 
cash  book,  68 

creation  of  office,  HZ,  122 
deeds.  76  (xvl) 
duties  and  powers  of,  122-122 
In  custodj'  of  records,  117 
in  election  procedure,  126. 
126,  1S>2 
in  entering  bonds  of  officials, 

123.  13£ 
in  issuing  of  licenses,  12.6 
in  keeping  of  vital  statis- 
tics, 75,  2£,  12i.  125 
in  regard  to  public  hei.lth, 
2i.  75 
in  taxation  procedure,  52. 
122.  ISl.  2Qfi.  203. 
election.  122 


Subject  Index 

Cotmty  clerk  (continued) 
ex  officio  clerk 

of  covinty  board,  117.  iSS 
of  county  court,  £i,  JJLZ, 

122.  122.  iS2 
of  drainage  district.  122.  22^ 
of  probate  court,  £2 
miscellaneous  files,  66 
office 

location,  iai 
term  of,  122 
records  kept  by,  22-69 

legislation  concerning,  72,  23. 
reports 

collector's  to,  52 
to  State  Department  of  Public 
Health,  24 
roster,  S£,  M 
County  collector,  geq  Collector 
County  commissioners,  see  County 

board 
County  court  (judicial) 
See  County  board  for  the  admini- 
strative county  court 
appeals 

to  higher  court,  162 
from  lower  court,  £1,  157 
clerk  of 
bond,  122 

coxmty  clerk,  ex  officio,  £1, 

1&2 

duties.  ^,  il,  i2.  11&,   IIZ. 

1^ 

establishment  of  office,  H 

ei  officio  probate  court 
clerk,  £1 

roster,  fiS,  £fi 

term  of  office,  122 
dockets 

clerk's,  119 

executions,  114 

feeble-minded  cases,  118 

fines.  115,  120 

inheritance  tax,  117,  156 

insanity  cases,  116 

Judge's,  115 

Judgnent ,  113 

Justices'  of  the  peace,  121 

police  magistrates' ,  122 
fee  books  (court  costs) 

common  lav,  123 

criminal,  123 

default,  123,  134 
files 

adoption,  66,  105 

common  law,  66,  105 

criminal,  66,  105 

exhibits,  66,  105 

feeble-minded,  66.  105 

insanity.  66,  105 
Judge 

election,  60.  156 

as  J\iBtice  of  the  peace,  £Ji 


-  271  -  (Cou) 

County  court  (Judicial)  (continued) 
oath,  156 
roster,  £g 
salary,  156 
term  of  office,  156 
Jurisdiction  and  functions  of, 
157-161 
in  Juvenile  cases,  159 
in  mother's  pension  cases,  1^ 
In  natviralizatlon  procedure, 

m,  £1 

In  probate  matters,  SQr&2 

insane  cases,  1^ 

over  swamp  lands,  22 
probation  officer  reports  to, 
1S5 
records 

suioption,  106 

common  law,  106 

confession,  106 

criminal,  106 

defaiilt,  106 

delinquency  an±   dependency, 
106 

Judgment,  1£2>  165 

kept  by  county  clerk,  105-12Ji, 
lg2 

plaintiff-defendant  Index  to, 

probation,  106 
reports  of  warden  to,  163 
County  deeds,  76  (xvl) 
County  farm 
See  pIbo  Almshouse;  County  home; 
Public  Welfare;  Relief 
leases,  2,  66 

plans  for  construction  and  im- 
provement ,  2 ,  66 
County  funds,  see  fund 
County  home 
See  pHao   Almshouse;  Coimty  farm; 
Public  welfare;  Relief 
administration,  221.  232. 
applications,  271 
functions.  231 
register  of  inmates,  270 
Btqperintendent,  records  kept 
by,  221 
County  hospital,  county  empowered 

to  build,  2Z 
County  officers,  ^ee  Officers 
County  offices,  see  Offices 
County  orders.  £flfi  Orders 
County  property 

control  of.  M.  ^,   12.  114.  11^ 

County  superintendent  of  high- 
ways, see  Sv^erintendent 
County  8tq)erintendent  of  public 

welfare,  see  Public  welfare 
County  superintendent  of  schools, 

aee  School 
County  surveyor,  see  Surveyor 


-  272  - 


(Ca»Ala} 


art:  jus  -lrci:lt;   Cr^rtj  "rsard; 

^OTiEty;  Probate 
nrtb(n»« 

c^tcdy  of.    72 
office*  l:i,  i5-li 

rrrrecierx,   2,   66 

I.  ^1.  i 


1 .  *fte  g-?  ■  -.-■._;  c-c-art ; 
:r::^t7  c:-=-. ;  Indict»K:t; 
?To'ie,tlo:i 

.   iuri%i±cXtcz,  In.  i£2 
»w.  J.  ?..  ii 
nr.  Josfaoa  ?. 

»9tIj  cvjmXj  cotBttei.oaeT ,  £ 
3w,  Eerereitd  Villi  at,  ii,    24 
ow  "t>on::zkt7.    varrsj^te,    2,    &£ 
»tB.  Joshua,  ^ 
=■,  Jaaes,  ^ 
tberland  ^T—^jXeriBZ.  Tzrxrzh, 

Le,  B«Ter«Bd  Jetan.  2^ 
rli,    Seorgw,  i^ 

rit.   Jaaet,  ^,  £ 

»•  also  Tital  ctetlKtlca 
JTOOf  of,    131 

bosl*  aor,  .tfifi  AteixiiBtrator 
rlaratios  of  iat«Dtioa,   «»a 

Xat-to^  1  Kat  i  on 
>f  tr::«t,    75    (it; 
if  Tacetlc-.    76    (it) 
:reei 

a  cba^cerj  c«Eee,  172 
-n  li*aait7  casei.  109 
'•cord 

circuit  oonrt.  174.   175 
'or  tale  of  propertj 
(probate) ,  131 
J.  cation 

f  right  of  way,   76,   78,   82 
ber,  John,  2 
•dj 

A  Altt  CosTeTB&eea 
.ckBOvled^tents  to,   76  (i) 
4Bisittrators' .  81 
■Eify>e>i' ,   76  (rrl) 
aal^aent,   76  (irl) 
wiitor'e,    76  (itI) 
oods  for,    78  (t1) 
tmeterj,   76  (irl) 
oroner'e,   76  (irl) 
orrsctloa.    76  (xrl) 


Seeds  {cectiBaed} 
oovttjx.  76  (xrl} 
oeontjr  clerk's,   f^  frri') 
grart.    76   (rrl) 
gr^ardiazs '  .    31 
saster'e.   SI 

r.s.  iMrtnct  z-uzzx.  76  (xTi) 
•ortga^.   76  (xTl) 
q-aitclal«,   76,   90 
receiTer'i.    76  (rrl) 
record.   76 
release ,    76   (irl) 
rlgst  of  way.   76  (xrl).  78  (xrl) 
flcbocl 

propertj,   230 

?rea»ureT«' ,   76  (xrl) 

•.r-jtees*.    76  (iri) 
eberlff'e.   76.  83 
twe^M  Isad,   Isroed  toy  drain- 

a^  cooBiBsi oners,   73 
tax 

afflisTlts  fop.  37.   66  (i) 

petitions  SuT,   66  (i) 

sheriff's.    76,   83 
trsat.   76,  84 

release  of.  76  (xzlii) 
"~*»''''^^  for,   56  (x) 
U.S.  MTSiMl's.    76    (xTi) 
warranty,    76   (xrl) 
Tefa-ilt 

fee  book,   123.  124 
records 

drcDit  court.  153,  166 

souutj  eutti t,   106 
^efcBdaets'   ansi^rs,   172 
De  BarBH,  Villia.  S, 
Delinqxmt   childrer,  j^  Jwanll* 
OellBqiieot  taxes,  ji^  Taxes 

ibwfixat.  2te.  22 

Dentists 

licensee.  £7  Cxrii) 

record,  52 

register,   53 
Departnert  of  pi±lic  welfare,  .ifis 

Public  welfare 
Sependect  children,  Att  JnrsDile 
Sspoeitieos 

eirenit  court,  166 

eoonty  oonrt,  66.  106 
De  Sollar.  VUlias  H. ,  J22 
-doic,   Jaaea  k. ,  ^ 
Ilci,   John  ?.,  £. 
I>iecel.  frederick.  ^ 
I>isburssBents.  ACS  Seceipts  and 

eipendiVares 
Disciples  of  Christ,  ii 
Distribatlre  fuztd  aeeoonts,   236, 

228 
Districts 

school,  jufi  School 


kjKtIl 


-  ?73  - 


-     ■#»  Segoolff 


Villa  far.  172 
reeor*,  174 


flc  ec-i_— . 
title   :: 
la^lrwif.  to   :  e 

Boeter.  as£  P'i:^;: 


^) 


-5.   97 

^.'. 

76  CzU) 

rel=: 1 

mil) 

-CTTLLI.; 

-i". 

:  : 

r^vni^^. 

-22 

€6  txl) 
-basest.  2^L 
«.  67  (zlz) 


PB,  255 
-  Ul) 


reTcr-s     2^.   256 


ister.  19 
ilrri.    ex 


3tl-.: 


.ir:    rf.    7 


;•.    r;  — 8   £.::t= 


ifeTTiiLr;    i^i   •i7«^— -.-res.    ie^e  I-.z-.—.l. 

I&sszi-:z   rr.rriei.    Tc  vxrii/ .  l«:=;5s 

78    (mi)  :;;     r_a: 

fee:  I- e^„- i ; -. ; .-  electiea  preclBct. 


Subject  Index 
Sstatee  (continued) 
accounts  record,  154 
appraleement,  131 
claims  agnlnst .  131,  132.  155 
fee  book,  159 
inventories,  131,  143 
property,  sale  of 
personal 

prlTate,  reports  of,  143, 
147 
imblic.  reports  of,  132, 
143.  148 
real 

petitions  for, proceedings 

on,  132.  149 
public,  reports  of,  132, 

143.  148 
reports  on  condition  of,  132, 
150-153 
settlement  records,  132,  158 
letimatee,  paTing  districts.  Ill 
Istray 

certificates,    66   (vl) 
record,  keeping  of,   126 
register.   56 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Chtirch,  2fi 
Evidence 

master's  report  of,  172 
Examinations,  gee   Teachers 
Examiner  of  the  blind,  appoint- 
ment and  duties,  76 
Execution 
dockets 

circuit  court.  181 
ootmty  court .  114 
sheriff's,  203 
of  Judgment,  161 
praecipe  for,  201 
writs  of,  177,  207  (xxiii) 
Executor 
See  alao  Estate;  Probate  court; 
Wills 
bonds,  67  (xii) .  131,  132.  135 
docket ,  156 
inventory  record,  143 
letters,  78  (xx) ,  132,  135 
oaths,  131.  135 
petitions,  131,  135 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths. 

petitions) ,  132.  135 
reports.  57  (xii),  131.  132.  150 
Xxhibits 

county  coxirt .  66,  105 
IxpenditTires .  see  Receipts  and 

expenditures 
Explanatory  notes  to  inventory, 

1Q6-1Q8 
Extension 

mortgage,  chattel,  90.  92 
Extradition  waivers,  207  (xxx) 
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(Zst-Tor) 


Farm  bureau 

advisor,  compensation.  233 
appropriations,  legislation  con- 
cerning, 233 
membership.  233 
purpose.  .222 
?arm  names,  register  of,  97 
Faulkner,  Reverend  Enoch.  22 
Fee  bills,  66,  105.  161.  207  (x) 
Fee  books 
See  rIbq  under  name  of  specific 
court 
recorder's,  70,  104 
required  to  be  kept,  163.  ifi^ 
sheriff's,  206 
Feeble-minded 
docket,  118 
documents,  66,  105 
Fees 
See  al,BQ  Cash;  Funds;  Receipts 
and  expenditures 
register  of 

school  superintendent's,  235, 
239 
sheriff's,  206 
sheriff's,  203.  304 
state's  attorney's,  163,  192 
Felix.  William  L..  ^ 
Ferry  licenses,  issuing  of,  ^2Z 
Field  notes,  surveyor's.  254 
Fielden,  Robert.  21 
Final  papers,  aofi  certificates 

under  Naturalization 
Financial  records,  see  Accounts; 
Fees;  Funds;  Receipts 
and  expenditures 
Findings  and  orders 

insanity,  66.  105,  106.  110,  132 
Fines 

docket  of.  115,  120 
record  of 

clrc-oit  court,  182,  187 
state's  attorney's  reports  of. 
163,  192 
Fire  marshal,  state 

inspection  of  county  buildings 

by,  22 
school  superintendent's  reports 
to,  213 
Foreclosure 
See  Oil, wo  Mortgage 
bills  for,  172 
notices,  207  (xv) 
Foreign 

transcripts,  179 
witness  affidavits,  166 
Forfeiture 
of  lands 

records,  31,  34 
for  special  assessments,  31. 
36 


Subject  Index 
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(lor-Huf) 


forfeiture  (continued) 

state's  attorney's  reports  of, 
163,  192 
Joi ,  Frank  C . ,  jja 
Toi  bounty  warrants,  2,  66 
Franchises,  highway,  249 
Freeman,  Berr;',  £ 
French,  Dr. ,  2S 
Fulton  (Whiteside  County),  ^g 
Fulton  County,  22 
Funds 

Sj&&   alaa  Cash;  Fees;  Receipts 
and  exi^endlturea 
county 

appropriations 

by  county  hoard,  116 
treasurer's 

account  of,  221 
voucher  register,  223 
distributive ,  226 
dog  license,  claims  against,  57 
highway 

accounts,  249 

claims  against,  register,  251 
Institute 

school  superintendent's  ac- 
counts, 228 
treasurer's  record  of,  221, 

226 
pension 
blind,  23. 
mothers' 

administration,  22 
source,  1^ 
school,  229 

management  of,  £3 
state  aid 

claims  against ,  234 

Gaines,  Robert  B. ,  fl 
Gaines,  William  B.,  £ 
Gat  ton,  B.  0. ,  J^ 
Gat ton,  Thomas,  6q 

-Saafl-iuLfi,  TM,  22 

German  Evangelical  Chviroh,  2& 
German  Literary  Association,  2fl 
German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

2& 
Gibbers,  Ferdinand,  2& 

Goodpasture,  Abraham  H. ,  22 

Goodspeed,  G.  W. .  25 

Gooth,  Philip,  lOn 

Oramman,  Arnold  F. ,  33 

Grant  deeds,  76  (ivi) 

Grantor-grantee  index,  73 

Graves,  Richard,  Qq 

Ground-hog  bounty  warrants,  2,  66 

register,  8 
Guardian 

las  ^iaa  Conservator;  Eotate; 
Probate  court 


Guardian  (continued) 

ad  litem,  answers,  172 

bonds.  67  (liii) ,  131 

deeds,  81 

docket,  156,  157 

inventory,  67  (xiil) 
record,  143,  144 

oaths,  131 

petitions,  131 

for  appointment.  67  (xlll) 
to  lease  property,  67  (xiil) 

public.  ifi2.  122 

record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  132,  141,  150, 

152 
reports,  67  (xili) ,  131,  151 
resignations,  131 
Habeas  corpus,  writs  of,  166, 

207  (x^li) 
Hagenor  Township,  jJi,  jJ5 
Hager,  Amos,  5^,  12 
Hager,  Ruben,  £ 
Hager  Slough,  4 
Hale,  Reverend,  22 
Hall,  Dr.  Henry  H.,  _fi,  j^ 

donor  of  land  at  Virginia  for   . 
county  buildings,  H 
Hall,  Robert,  12 
Harbison,  C.  F. ,  22 
Hardy,  Francis  Ashbury,  1£ 
Hardy,  James  W. ,  j^ 
Harper,  John  S.,  ^ 
Harris,  Timothy,  ^ 
Hawthorn,  Robert,  6q 
Health 

board  of,  organization  of,  7^ 
department,  state 
creation  of,  7^ 
functions,  7^,  25 
districts,  organization  of,  24 
taxes,  7^ 
Heirship,  proof  of,  131 
Hlckey,  James,  12 
Hickory  election  precinot,  2fl 
High  schools,  iea  School 
Highways,  .aflg  Transportation 
Hill,  Allen  J.,  21 
Holland,  Matthew,  12 
Holmes,  William,  21 
Homeopaths'  certificate  regis- 
ter, 53 
Hopkins.  Henry,  ^n,  2,  12 
Horn,  Reverend  Reddlck,  ^q,  fl, 

ifi.  22 
Horrom,  Benjamin,  ^ 

Housing,  care  and  acceBslbillty 

of  records,  52-2fl 
Housing  projects,  establishment 

of.  Ifil.  162 
Houstin  election  precinct,  9n 
Hufflnan,  A. ,  £ 


Subject  Index 

Huffman,  Alexander,  6n 
Hunting  llcenae  appllcatlone, 

66  (ll) 
Hurlinson,  Moses,  ^ 

Illinois  Commerce  Commission, 

Appeals  from,  to  circuit 
court,  18Q 

Illinois  Indians,  ^ 

Illinois  RlTer,  i,  4,  12,  IS 

Illinois  River  Bailroad.  21.  2^, 

Illinois  Soldiers'  College,  23. 
Illinois  State  Agricultural 

Society,  la 
Illinois  State  Archives  Building, 
22.  SSL 
Illinois  State  Historical  Li- 

trajry,  23. 
Illinois  State  University  Li- 
brary, 23 
Illlnotalftn  Sj^OC.  llifi.  i2 
Incorporation 
Sea  aIbo  Corporation 
articles  of  incorporation  of 

railroads,  76  (iv) 
certificates  of,  78  (x) 
recorded,  76  (ix) 
Indemnity  bonds,  207  (iv) 
Indent'ures 

of  apprentices,  66,  105 
Index 

to  assignments,  77 
birth,  40 

chancery  files.  173 
common  law  files,  circuit 

court,  162 
criminal  files,  circuit  court, 
162,  167 
death,  42 

grantor-grantee,  73,  143 
lot,  74 
to  maps,  143 

to  marginal  releases,  77 
marriage  record,  47 
to  mortgage  record,  86 
to  old  age  assistance  files,  258 
plaintiff-defendant 

circuit  court,  160 
plat,  6,  75,  14? 
to  probate  record,  133 
to  supervisors'  files,  1 
teachers*  permanent  record,  238 
tract,  72 
Indian  Creek,  4,  X3 
Indian  Creek  election  district,  S 
Indian  Creek  election  precinct, 

2fl.  23 
Indictments 

original,  66,  105,  166 
record,  163,  168,  169 
true  bills,  207  (xxlx) 
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(Huf-Jai) 


Information  instruments,  207  (xl) 
Ingalls,  Henry  L. ,  19 
Ingalls,  Mrs.  Henry,  21 
Inheritance  tax 

docket,  117,  156 

documents,  131 

record,  112 

returns,  67  (xIt) 
Injunction 

temporary,  orders  for, 

207  (xiii) 

writs,  207  (xxxii) 
Inquest 

papers,  66  (xii) 

procedure,  §±,    199 

record,  2Qfi,  208 
Inquisition,  writs  of,  109 
Insanity 
See  ftlno  Conservator 

commissioners 

certificates  issued  to,  stubs, 

14 

docket,  116 

doctiment  s ,  131 

fees,  123 

files,  66,  105,  109 

J\arisdiction  in,  1,^8 

Jury  verdicts,  67  (xv) 

orders  of  commitment,  67  (xv) 

petitions,  67  (xv) 

proceedings,  67  (xv) 

record,  106,  110,  132 

restoration  of  citizenship 
rights,  67  (xv) 
Insolvency  files,  66,  105 
Institute  fund 

management  of,  214 

record 

school  superintendent's,  228 
treasurer's,  221,  225 
Instructions  to  ^xiry,   see  Jviry 
Instruments  required  to  be  kept, 

71,  112.  1.^ 
Intention,  declaration  of,  see 

Nat  \ar  al  1  z  at  i  on 
Inventories 

copartnership,  67  (vil) 
of  estates,  131,  143,  144 
Investigation  reports 

old  age  assistance,  259,  261, 
263,  264 
probation  officers' 
Juvenile,  125 
Iroquois  Indians,  ± 

Jacksonville  (Morgan  Co\mty) ,  2. 

liB.  IZ.  IS 
Jacksonville  and  Havana  Bail- 
road,  12 
Jail,  county 
See  hIho  Prisoners 


Subject  Indez 

Jail,  county  (continued) 
bond  issue  register,  20 
construction  plans,  2,  66 
ciistody  of,  72,  19g 
reports  on  condition  of,  2,  66 
B^qserlntendent ,  appointment,  ^93 
Jenkins,  George,  22, 
Jot,  Archibald,  5fl,  I,  12 
Joiimal 
Sea  fllnn  Ledger 
highway  construction  costs,  252 
school  superintendent's,  226 
Judgment 

by  confession,  161,  16CU165 
by  default,  163,  165 
dockets 

circuit  court ,  180 
county  court,  113 
probate  court,  132,  155 
executions  of,  161,  177 
sale,  redemption  and  forfeiture 

record,  31 
on  special  assessments,  31,  35 
tax,  record,  31-33 
transcripts  of,  161,  178 
Judicial  circuits.  52,,  fil,  64 
Judicial  system  in  county,  58~61 
Jurors 

certificates,  see  Jury 
register  of,  193 
Jury 

certificates 

stubs,  12 
coroner's,  19^ 
verdicts.  64 
instructions  to,  66,  105,  166 
li-ts 

county  board  of  8\5)er7lsor3'  , 

2,  66,  67  (ivl) 
kept  by  county  clerk,  117 
county  com*t ,  66 ,  105 
oaths,  255 

records,  keeping  of,  184 
reports,  2,  66 
venires,  255 

verdicts,  66  (xii) ,  105.  163, 
166,  168.  169,  255 
in  Insanity  cases,  67  (xv) , 
109 
warrants,  register,  9 
Justice 

administration  of,  58-61, 
S\5)reme  Court,  required  to  hold 
circuit  court,  §^,   ^,  179 
Justice  of  the  peace 
appeals,  ^,  £i,  A&2 
appointment,  59 
bonds,  60,  66  (iv),  67  (ii) 

keeping  of,  12S 
cormlssions,  78  (xlli) 
complaints  before,  166 
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Justice  of  the  peace  (continued) 
county  Judge  as,  60 
dockets,  121 

chattel  mortgage,  121 
as  early  administrative 
officer,  52.  HZ 
election  of,  population  re- 
quirements, ^ 
Jurisdiction  of,  ^9 
oaths,  66  (iv) 
probate,  ^,   ^,  170 
register,  50 

transcripts,  66,  105,  166,  178, 

179 
Juvenile 
Sqq  fllafl  Adoption;  Minors;  Pen- 
sion, mothers' 
delinquency  and  dependency 
files,  66,  105 
Jurisdiction  in,  158 
records,  106 
probation  officer,  see  Probation 

Kaveklut,  Christopher  H.  C. ,  3Q 
Kellogg,  Sejnnour,  5a 
Kickapoo  Indians.  4 
Kingsbury,  M. ,  ^Q. 
Klrcher,  Henry,  6n 
Knapp,  Augustus,  9,  11 
Knight,  John,  ^ 
Krohe,  Frederick,  2S 

Lancaster,  40 

Lancaster  election  district,  2 

Lancaster  election  precinct,  9q. 

21 
Land  (s) 
See  al,30  Lots 
abstracts  of,  101 
assignment  record,  67,  107,  132 
entry,  original,  record,  71 
patents,  76  (xvlll) 
school,  sale  of,  2,  66 

legislation  concerning,  £S 
record,  231 

use  of  funds  from.  £&,  21A 
swamp,  .aflfl  Swamp 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
La  Salle  (Illinois),  S& 
Leases 

county  farm,  2,  66 
recorded,  76  (xlx) ,  78  (xix) 
Ledger 
§JBA   ""l"q  Journal 

motor  f\iel  tax  allotments,  250 
Lee,  Caleb,  £ 
Lee,  Stephen,  Q, 
Lelper,  Robert.  2. 
Leonard,  Kbenezer,  21 
Letters,  see  Correspondence 


Subject  Index  _  278  - 

Levy 
Sqa  Al,qQ  Tax 

certificatee  of,  sheriff' a.  94, 
95,  161,  207  (tI) 
Lexington,  ^ 
Licenses 
See  pXjo   Certificate 

architects'.  67  (xvli) ,  79  (xxl) 

dentists',  67  (xvll) 

dog  license  fund  record,  57 

ferry,  issuing  of,  126 

hunting,  appllCHtlona,  66  (ll) 

marriage,  44 

applications  for,  48,  2&,   I2& 
issuing  of,  135 

notaries' ,  67  (xvil) 

nurses' ,  67  (xvll) 

osteopaths',  67  (xvli) 

peddlers' ,  2,  66 

physlclems' ,  67  (xvil) 

poultry  dealers'  lists,  207  (liv) 

power  to  grant,  114 

professional,  see  under  name  of 
profession 

tavern,  Issuing  of,  i2fi 

veterinarians',  67  (xvll) 
Lieblg,  Justus,  X& 
Liens 
See  .alflfi  Mortgages 

on  chattels,  93 

mechanic's 
docket.  186 
files,  176 

releases,  vendors,  76  (xxili) 

waivers,  78  (ixx) 
Lincoln.  Abraham,  ^,  22U,  21 
Lindsley.  M.  L. ,  21 
Lindsley  family,  5il 
Llppert,  Eknil,  32 
Llppert,  H. ,  £fl 
Lippincott,  Charles  E.,  ^ 
Lippincott,  Heverend  Thomas,  g5 
Lie  comb  and  Buckle,  2Ji 
Little  Indian  Creek,  i 
Little  Panther  Creek,  4 
Little  Sangamon  River,  4 
Logan,  James,  £ 
Long,  0.  M.  .  ^ 
Lots 

See  nlno  Lands 
Index  to,  74 
Ltuiacy,  iflfi  Insanity 
Lynn,  William,  JL2 

McAuley,  James,  Sdk 
McAuley.  William,  fi 
McBrlde,  Mathew,  fi 
McClure,  James,  22 
McCreary,  M. ,  22 
McDonald,  Jonas,  8 
McDonald,  Richard,  g,   ^9 


(Lev-Mor) 


McHenry,  Henry.  13,  5Q 
McHenry,  William,  5a 
McKean,  Henry,  fi 
McKean  family,  6n 
McLane,  Joseph,  17n 
Madison  County,  ifi 
Malone,  John.  6n 
Malone,  John  H. ,  21 
t^aloney  emd  Smith,  20 
Manchester,  14 
Maps 
See  aIho  Plats 

recordation  of,  J21 
March,  Enoch  C.,  J& 
Marchant  and  Co.,  J.  M. .  2Q 
Marks  and  brands,  56 
Marriages,  see  Vital  etatlBties 
Mascouten  Indians,  jl 
Mason  County,  10 
Master-in-chancery 

certificates 

redemption,  94,  95,  161 
sale,  94,  95,  161 

deeds,  81 

reports  of  evidence,  172 
Mat£Uizas,  H 
Mathews  family,  6n 
Mechanic's  lien 

docket,  186 

files,    176 
Menard  County,   IQ 
Meredosia  Lake,  4 
Methodists,  22.  ^.  la 
Meyers,   H.    C,  12 
Miami   Indians,  4 
Middle  Creek,  4 
Militia 
See  ftlfio  Soldiers 

roll,  65 
Miller,  George  7.,  early  county 

commissioner,  £ 
Miller,  John,  ifi 
Miller  family,  £fl 
Minors 
See  nJ-Bn  Guardian;   Juvenile 

marriage  license  applica- 
tions, 48 
Minutes 
See  ftlRn  Proceeding* 

board  of  co\inty  commissioners,  4 

county  board  of  sxjpervlsors' ,  2, 
3,  66 
Mittimus  writs,  207  (xxxil) 
Monroe,  S.  S.,  22 
Monroe,  40 

Monroe  election  district,  £ 
Monroe  election  precinct,  2ll.  2S. 
Montgomery  family,  £a 
Moore,  William,  12 
Morgan,  William,  12 
Morgan  County,  £.  2,  £.  IQ,  14n 


Subject  Indez  -  279   - 

Mortgagee 
See  fllao  Conveyancee ;  Liens 
chattel,  76  (li) 
docket,  121 

extensions,  record,  90,  92 
record,  85,  90,  121 

Index,  91 
recording  of,  143 
register,  89 
unrecorded,  88 
real  estate 

deeds,  76  (xvl) 
foreclosiure,  207  (xr) 
record,  85 
recorded,  76  (rr) 
releases , 
marginal,  85 
record,  87 
Mortgagor-mortgagee  index,  86 
Mosquito  abatement  districts, 

organization  of,  2& 
Mothers'  pension,  see  Pension 
Motor  fuel  tax 

jillotment  record,  250 
Motor  Tehicle 

found,  lists  of.  207  (xiil) 
Mound  Builders,  4 
Mound  Lake,  ± 

Hames  of  farms,  register,  97 

Kance,  Carey,  3, 

Nance,  Sat on,  2 

Hance,  Joshua,  Q, 

Hance  family,  £b 

Naturalization 

certificates  (final  papers) 
circuit  court,  195,  196 
county  court,  66,  105,  126, 
128,  129,  130 
declaration  of  intention 
circuit  court,  195,  197 
county  coTirt,  66,  105,  126 
docket,  199 
files,  66,  105 

Jurisdiction  over,  ££,  £fl,  fii 
minors' ,  129,  196,  198 
oaths 

circuit  court,  195,  196,  198 
county  court,  126,  128,  129, 
130 
petitions 

circuit  court,  195,  196,  198 
county  coTort,  126,  128,  129, 
130 
records  required  to  he  kept, 

soldiers' ,  130,  196,  198 
Nauvoo,  22 
Helper,  Joseph,  2. 
Helms,  William  H. ,  fi 
Nelson,  B.  7.,  21 


(Mor-Old) 


Newman,  M. ,  £a 
Newman S7i lie,  ^ 
NewmansTllle  Township,  iLL.  22 
NlckollB,  John,  fi 
Nlcol,  Albert,  JS 
Nolte,  Oeorge  H.,  20.,   22.  ^ 
Non-high  school,  see  School 
Nordslek,  Russell,  22 
Northern,  Jeremiah,  2. 
Notary  public 

licenses,  67  (xvii) 

records  kept  by  coimty  clerk,  X2& 

register,  50 
Notices 

election,  drainage  commissioners, 

255 

foreclosure,  207  (xv) 

petition  at  equity  to  quiet 
title,  207  (xvl) 

publication  in  drainage  pro- 
ceedings, 256 

sale,  mortgaged  chattel 

property,  207  (xvii) 

sheriff's  sale,  207  (xriii) 

withdrawal  of  bondsmen,  207  (xix) 
Nurses 

certificates,  record,  52 

licenses,  67  (xrll) 

Oaths 

citizenship,  see  Naturalization 
of  county  officers,  SAA  Offi- 
cers, county 
entered  by  county  clerk,  iSfi 
kept  by  circuit  clerk,  232. 
Objection  to  taxes,  ifig  Taxes 
O'Brien,  Patrick,  22 
Officers 
county 

accounts,  examination  of,  116 
appointments  of  deputies  to, 

66  (ill),  67  (ix) 
bonds,  3,  63,  67  (ix) 
oaths,  67  (ix) 
register  of,  51 
reports,  2,  3,  4,  65 
resignations,  2,  66 
probation,  see  Probation 
township,  register,  50,  51 
Offices,  county 

location  and  description  of, 

•I.Q3-1Q5 

Ogden,  Amos,  £a,  21 
Ogle  Cotmty,  2Z 
Old  age  assistance 
See  ftlwQ  Pensions;  Public 
welfare;  Relief 
active  cases,  259 
administration  of,  2fi,  22Z 
appll cat lone  for,  258 
register  of,  269 


Subject  Index 

Old  age  assistance  (continued) 
clients  with  changed  awards,  260 
closed  cases,  263,  264 
correspondence,  263 
deceased  clients,  265 
investigation  reports,  259,  261, 
263,  264 
payroll  report,  267 
pending  eases,  261 
report  to  Department  of  Public 

Welfare,  266 
surplus  commodities,  certifi- 
cation for,  268 
Tlsits  of  case  worker,  262 
Ollcut,  Jaisha,  3. 
O'Heal,  Harvey,  22. 
Optometry  register.  54 
Orders 
county 
See  wlno  Touchers;  Warrants 
cancelled,  2,  66 
receipts  for,  207  (xxiii) 
register  of 

keeping  of,  il2,  i2Z 
court,  66,  105 
gftg  '\^''"  Decrees 
adoption,  66,  67  (ill),  105 
Beardstown  paving  district, 
111 
chancery,  172,  174,  175 
for  commitment  of  insane, 

67  (xv) 
common  law,  106,  161 
criminal,  106,  163,  166,  168 
for  discharge  of  prisoners, 

207  (x3ci) 
for  temporary  injunction, 

207  (xxll) 
in  naturalization  cases, 

128-130,  195-199 
probate,  131 

releasing  bondsmen,  66,  105 
Ordinances 

Beardstown  paving  district ,  111 
street  improvement  proceedings, 
67  (xviil) 
village,  67  (ilx) 
Oregon,  il 

Oregon  election  precinct,  2fl 
Organization 

certificates  of,  78  (i) 
drainage  districts,  2^ 
mosquito  abatement  districts, 

of  school  dlotrlcte,  2,  66, 

67  (xxv) 
certificates  of  changes, 

67  (xxv) 
Osteopaths 

licenses,  67  (ivil) 
record,  52 
register,  53 


280  -  (Old-Pet) 

Overall,  Isaac  W.,  j2i 
Overseer  of  the  poor,  .aflfl  Poor 
Q^.  SM,  21 

Fana,  Springfield  and  Northwestern 

Ballroad,  iQ 
Panther  Creek,  IS 
Panther  Creek  Township,  SL.   JU 
Parratt  and  Co.,  J.,  20. 
Partition 

bills  for,  172 
recorded,  76  (xil) 
Partnership,  certificates  of, 

67  (xx) 
Patents 

assignment  of  ri^ts,  76  (vl) 
land,  76  (xviil) 
Paupers 

See  Poor;  Relief 
Paving  district 

commissioners'  bonds.  111 
Payroll  reports,  old  age  assistance 

office,  267 
Pearce,  Jesse  B.,  ^ 
Peddlers'  licenses,  2,  66 
Pekin  (Tazewell  County) ,  42 
Penny,  Solomon,  5n 
Pensions 
£fifi  ",^«ft  Old  age  assistance; 
Public  welfare;  Relief 
blind 
fund,  2Si. 

documents,  2,  66 
mot Hers' 
See  «T«n  Juvenile 
admlnietratlon  of,  XL 
applications  for,  i£2 
docximente,  2,  66 
fund,  source,  160 
petitions  for,  iS2 
probation  officer,  Aflfl  Pro- 
bation 
Perry,  Wesley,  33 
Petersburg,  JJJ,  1^ 
Petitions 

for  adoption,  67  (ill) 
for  appointments  in  probate, 
see  under  title  of 
appointee 
Beardstown  paving  district.  111 
in  circuit  court  criminal  cases, 

166 
for  citizenship,  see  NatursuLl- 

zatlon 
for  county  work,  2,  66 
to  county  court,  66,  105 
In  drainage  proceedings,  TjSt, 

224.  266 
election,  66  (xi) 
highway.  249 

in  insanity  cases,  67  (xv) ,  109 
for  organization 
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Petitions  (continued) 

of  drainage  districts,  2A 
of  sanitary  districts,  67  (xxiv) 
for  proljation,  125,  194 
for  sale 

of  real  estate,  proceedings 

on,  132,  149 
of  school  lands,  231 
for  tax  deeds,  66  (i) 
Philadelphia,  3.,  2^,   iJi,  4i5 
Philadelphia  election  precinct, 

2a 
Philadelphia  Township,  il,  22. 
Physicians 

certificates  (licenses) , 

67  (xvii) 
record,  52 
register,  53 
county 

bonds,  2,  66 
contracts,  2,  66 
Pinkney,  B,  J.,  22. 
Pitner  family,  5b 
Plaintiff-defendant  index 
circuit  court,  160 
keeping  of,  183 
county  cotirt 
keeping  of,  162 
Plems  for  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  county  buildings, 
2,  66 
Plasters,  Jeptha,  31 
Plasters,  Thomas,  20. 
Plasters  family,  5fl,  21. 
Plasters,  Isaac,  Q, 
Plasters,  Lemon,  fi,  ]J_ 
Plasters,  Thomas,  Jr.,  fl,  21 
Plats 
Sqe  alflo  Maps 
books 

surveys,  land,  254 
in  county  court  cases,  66,  105 
of  drainage  districts,  255 
index,  75 

of  local  improvements,  67  (xviii) 
recording  of,  21 
road,  3,  5,  6,  253 
of  sanitary  districts,  67  (xxlv) 
of  school  districts,  231 
surveyors',  record,  76,  79,  103 
Pleadings  in  circuit  court,  161 
Pleas,  common  law,  66,  105 
Pogue,  Thomas,  £ 
Police  magistrates 
bonds,  60,  67  (li) 
commissions,  78  (zili) 
docket,  122 
Poll  books,  see  Election 
Poor 
See  ftlno  Almshouse;  County  farm; 
County  home;  Pauper; 
Public  welfare:  Relief 


(Pet-Pro) 

Poor  (continued) 

care  of,  iS,  i&,  i&,  JJL4.  ilfi 
overseers  of,  appointment,  llfi 
Poorhoxise,  county  empowered  to 

build,  115 
Potawatomle  Indians,  ^ 
Poultry  dealers'  licenses,  lists 

of,  207  (xlv) 
Pounds,  James,  S. 
Power  of  attorney 

certificates  of,  67  (xxi) 
recorded,  76  (xxil) ,  78  (xivi) 
revocation  of,  78  (xxvili) 
Praecipe  for  execution,  record 

of  requests  for,  201 
Prairie  Creek,  ± 
Pratt,  John  W. ,  fi,  JJjj 
Pratt  family,  6n 
Presbyterian  Chiirch,  2^ 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Virginia, 

2^ 
Presbyterians,  22.  2^ 
Princeton,  24,  40 
Princeton  election  precinct,  9n. 

IQ,  23. 
Prisoners,  county 
See  also  Jail 
discharge  of,  207  (xxi) 
maintenance  costs  of,  207  (i) 
receipts  for,  166 
register,  205 

keeping  of,  X3A 
release  of,  67  (x) 
Probate 

appeals  to  circuit  court,  169 
court 
See  also  Administrator;  Con- 
servator; Estate^  Execu- 
tor: Guardian;  Vilis 
clerk 

county  clerk,  ex  officio, 
62.  121 

duties,  121 

dockets,  121 

administrators'  and  exeetir- 
tors'  cases,  156 

claim,  132,  155 

conservators'  and  guard- 
ians' cases,  156,  157 

Judge's,  156 

Judgment,  132,  155.  171 
establishment,  60,  171 
fee  books  (court  costs),  159 
files,  131 
Judge 

appointment ,  59 

county  Judge,  ex  officio, 

152 
records  kept  by,  legisla- 
tion concerning,  78 
Jurisdiction  and  functions 
of,  ifi2 


Subject  Index 
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(Pro-Rac) 


Probate  (contlnxied) 
records,  132,  121 

certificates  In  dlocharge, 
of  adjnlnlBtratlve  offlcere, 
134 
Index  to,  133 
kept  by.  131-159 
required  to  be  kept,  121 
eettlement  of  estates,  132, 
158 
jurisdiction 

in  circuit  court,  157 
in  county  comnisBloners' 

co\u:t,  ^ 
In  county  coxirt,  SO,,   162 
Justices  of  the  peace,  ^,  ^, 

170 
Probation 
officers 
adult 

appointment,  bond  and  com- 
pensation, ISl 
duties  and  powers  of,  1^, 

121,  ISS 
files,  194 

investigation  records,  194 
comnissions,  67  (ix) 
Juvenile 

appointment  and  compensa- 
tion, isa 

functions,  15£,  152 
reports  to  county  court,  125 
mothers'  pension 

appointment,  152 1  1^ 
duties  and  powers  of,  159. 
IgQ 
reports,  166 
record,  106 
Proceedings 
^ee  ftlBQ  Minutes 
board  of  review,  212,  213 
county  board,  3,  3,  56 
of  courts,  see  a1«q  records, 
under  name  of  specific 
court 
required  to  be  kept,  162. 

IZL.  122 
drainage,  256 

of  highway  commlsBloners,  2/49 
non-high  school  board,  232 
Process  docket,  sheriff's,  204 
Proof 

of  death,  131 
of  heirship,  131 
of  mailing,  66,  67  (xvlil) ,  105 
of  will,  131 
Prunty,  John,  Ifi 
Public  Health,  State  Department 
of,  powers  of,  20.,  2A, 
2&,   12^ 


Public  welfare 
See  alno  Almshouse;  County  farm; 

County  home;  Feeble-minded; 
Juvenile;  Pensions;  Poor; 
Relief 
administration  of,  2£l 
commission,  succeeded  by  depart- 
ment of  public  welfco'e, 
227 
county  department  of 

establishment  and  composi- 
tion, .222 
functions,  222.  2^8 
office,  228 
records 

old  a^e  assistance,  see 
Old  age  assistance 
relation  to  state  welfare 
department ,  227 
county  8\iperlntendent  of 

appointed  by  county  board,  227 
duties  and  powers,  2fi,  ^27 
Public  Works  and  Buildings,  De- 
partment of,  succeeding 
State  Highway  Department, 

22 

Pupils  graduation  record,   240 
Purchase 

certificates   of.    36,    66  (l) 
recorded,   76  (x) 
for  swamp  lands,    Issxied  by 
drainage  commissioners, 
22 

ftulckenbome  von.  Reverend  Charles 

Telix,  2£ 
Quiet   title  bills,   172,   207  (xvl) 
(Quitclaim  deeds.   76,   80 

Baho,   Reverend  J.  B..  26 
Railroads 
See  Cass  County,   trcmsportatlon 

taxes,    see  Taxes 
Read.  Heywood,  20. 
Rearlck,   I.  H. ,  JJl 
Reavls,   I sham,  £a,  fl 
Receipts 

fine  payments,  66  (ilx) 

for  prisoners,  166 

tax,  sea  Taxes 
Receipts  and  expenditures 
§££   ft^»"  Cash;  Fund 

county  clerk's,  68 

sheriff's,   register,  206 

treasurer's 

record,  institute  fund,  221, 
235 
Receivers'  deeds,  76  (xvl) 
Receivership 

appointment,  67  (x3Cll) 

bond  in,  67  (xxll) 
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Recognizance 

tondB,  66,  105,  166,  171,  207 
(iv) 

records,  106,  108 
Recorder 

appointed  by  Governor,  7Q,,   i^Sa 

"bond,  I^ 

circuit   clerk,   ex  officio,  2i, 

duties  and  powers  of,  21,  l^SrlM 
election,  21,  1^ 
fee  resist er,    70,   104 
miscellaneous  records,   78 
office 

establishment,"  20.,   liS 

term,  142 
pop-ulatlon  requirements,  21 
records  kept  by,  70-104,  142. 

112 
roster,  £fi 
Records 

housing,  care,  and  accessibility 

of,  aa-ia 

Redemption 
certificates 

master's,  94,  95 
sheriff's,  94,  95,  161, 

207  (vi) 
records,  31.  33 

special  assessments,  31,  35 
Registrars  of  births  and  deaths, 

accounts  with,  69 
Releases 

deeds,  76  (xvi) 
marginal,  77,  85 
mortgage,  87 

recorded,  76  (xxlii) ,  78  (rxvil) 
Relief 
See  also  Almshouse;  County  farm; 

County  home;  7eeble-minded; 
Insanity;  Juvenile;  Old 
age  assistance;  Poor;  Pub- 
lic welfare 
blind 

applications,  16 
emergency 

county  agent's  record,  18 
unemployment,  see  emergency  above 
work,  see  emergency  above 
Relinquishment,  widow's,  ^eq 

Widows 
Replevin 

bonds,  207  (iv) 
writs  of,  207  (xxxil) 
Replications,  66,  105 
Reporters,  court,  appointment  of. 

Resignations 

of  comity  officers,  2,  66 


Resolutions 

county  bO£ird  of  supervisors'  , 

3,  4 
highway,  249 
Restitution  writs,  307  (xxxil) 
Review,  board  of,  5^,  206 
clerk 

appointment,  5^,  2QZ 
complaint  docket,  212 
duties  and  powers  of,  ^,  206. 
207 
establishment  and.   composition, 

J^.  .2^.  201 
members,  5fi,  2Q&,  202 
proceedings,  212,  213 
Richmond  election  district,  S. 
Richmond  election  precinct,  3ii,   22 
Rlgglnls,  Jesse,  25. 
Right  of  way 

deeds,  76  (xvi),  78  (xvi) 
Roads 
See  also  Transportation 
care  of,  13 

construction,  2X3.,   220 
contracts,  219 
control  over  public  roads,  22t 

111.  .212.  220. 
county  divided  into  road  dis- 
tricts, 22,  213. 
Inspection  of,  220. 
maintenance,  22,   219 
maps,  231 
plans  for,  220 
plats,  field  book,  253 
index  to,  6 
record  of,  5 
repairs,  219 
supervisors,  21,  22,   21,9 
Robertson,  Charles,  6n 
Robinson,  Joseph,  £ 
Rockford,  Rock  Island  and  St, 

Louis  Railroad,  12 
Ross,  James,  3 
Roulston,  J. ,  y) 
Rural  schools,  see  Schools 
Rushvllle  Convention,  2 

St.  Aleiitia  Church,  2& 

St.   Clair  County,  Ifi 

St.  Louis,    (Missouri),  1&,   15n 

St.  Louis,  Jacksonville  and 

Chicago  Railroad,  12 
Sale 

bills  of,  76  (vii) 

recorded,  78  (v) ,  143 
certificates  of 
master's,  94.  95 
sheriff's,  94.  95,  161. 

207  (vi) 
estate  property 
private 

orders,  67  (l) 
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Sale  (continued) 

petltione,  67  (l) 
reports.  67  (l) ,  143,  147 
putJllc 

real  and  personal 

petitions  for,  proceed- 
ings on,  132,  149 
record  of  reports,  132, 
143.  148 
of  school  lands,  2,  66,  231 
legislation  concerning,  M 
report  from,  213 
use  of  funds  from,  £S 
sheriff's,  notices  of,  207  (xvlil) 
of  Bwanip  lands.  2,  66,  102 

use  of  funds  from,  JZ2 
tax,  see  delinquent  \inder  Taxes 
Sanders,  L.  L. ,  IQn 
Sanders,  Levis  T. ,  j^Q 
Sanders,  Thomas  R. ,  22 
Sangamon  Bottom  Church,  34 
Sangamon  County,  iJi,  13 
Sangamon  election  district,  9 
Sangamon  River,  JJ,  4.  fi.  15 
Sangamon  Talley  Township,  jJl,  i2 
Sanitary  district 

ordinances  for  hond  issue  and 

tax  lerles,  67  (xxlv) 
trustees,  appointment,  bond 
and  oath,  67  (xxlv) 
Savage,  John,  ^ 
Schaberhorn,  Reverend,  4;9 
Schedules,  tax,  see  Taxes 
School  (s) 
board 

minutes,  2,  66,  67  (xxv) 
bond  issues 
register,  19 

resolutions  for,  67  (xxv) 
buildings,  inspection  of,  2Si..   7.3 
commissioner,  lists  of,  247 
as  agent  for  sale  of  school 

lands,  M.  212 
appointment ,  213 
creation  of  office,  £2 
duties  and  powers,  21!} 
election,  £2,  212 
ex  officio  svq>erlntendent 

of  schools,  £2,  213 
reports  to  county  commission- 
ers' court,  213 
roster,  30. 
term  of  office,  213 
co-unty  superintendent  of 

accounts  of  school  funds,  228 
cash  book,  229 
correspondence ,  248 
creation  of  office,  £2.  2Q. 

212 
duties  and  powers,  20.,  22., 

212.  22A 


School  (continued) 

election,  69n.  213 
financial  accounts,  226 
lists.  247 
office 

location,  105 
term  of.  21,3 
records 

kept  by.  226-248 

legislation  concerning,  2& 
of  ratings,  244 
register  of  fees  received,  235, 

239 
reports,  242,  243 

to  cotuity  board,  20,   21,3 
to  state,  20,  212 
roster,    9Q 

school  commissioner,  early,  ex 
officio,  £2.  212 
districts 

boundary  changes,  2,  66 
certificates  of  changes  in, 

67  (xxv) 
establishment,  legislation  con- 
cerning, 68 
organization  of,  2,  66,  67  (xxv) 
record  of  consolidations,  233 
examinations,  jua  Teachers 
fund,  see  alwo  ^Tund 
institute 

management  of,  214 
management  of.  70 
lands 

control  of,  "lis 
deeds  to,  record,  230 
sale  of,  2,  66 

legislation  concerning,  £fl 
record,  g31 
use  of  funds  from,  £g 
non-high  board 

election  retxu-ns,  67  (xxv) 
record  of  meetings,  232 
pupils,  Afifl  Pupils 
state's  inspection  of,  20,   22 
state  superintendent  of,  2Z 
supervision,  £2,  20,   22.  213 
tax,  jaaa  Taxes 
teachers,  sgq  Teachers 
treasurers' 
accounts,  227 
bonds  (township),  78,  96 
deeds,  76  (xvi) 
lists,  246 
trustees 

deeds,  76  (xvi) 
lists  of,  245 
reports,  341 
Schooley,  Mahlon  H.  L.,  22 
Schoopman,  Villlam,  £ 
Schroeder,  Henry  J.,  33 
Schuyler  County,  2,  Ifl,  12 
Scire  facias,  writs  of,  161 
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Scott,  John,  2 

Selection,  widows'  ,  aaa  Wldowa 

Settlement  records 

tax,  fl^q  Taxes 
Sewall,  William,  fl 
Shaw,  James,  30. 
Shaw,  John  B. ,  ^21 
Shaw,  J.  Henry,  2Sa 
Sheppard,  Hi chard.  i2 
Sheriff 

honds,  78  (vlll)  ,  122 

certificates 

of  levy,  94,  95,  161,  207 
(ri) 
of  sale.  94,  95,  161,  207 

in) 

of  redemption,  94.  95,  161, 
207  (vl) 
ctistodlan  of  court  house  euid 

jail,  23,  122 
deputy 

appointment  and  oath,  62. 

78  (ill),  307  (ill) 
compensation.  122 
dockets 

execution,  203 
process,  204 
duties  and  powers  of,  ^,  ££> 
122.  124 
election,  £2.  122 
ex  officio  collector.  51,   SIS 
fees,  203,  204 
register,  206 
office,  location,  IQ^ 
records  kept  "by,   203-207 
roster,  Q2 

sale,  notices  of,  207  (xvlli) 
term  of  office,  122 
Sherman,  J.  L.,  27 
Shiloh  Cumberland  Presbyterian 

Church.  2^ 
Short  family,  6n 
Shui'tleff,  W.  D..  21 
Slack,  John,  2 
Soldiers 

laa  ftA^Q  Militia 
discharge  records,  78  (ix) ,  98 
recording  of  certificates,  143 
Somners,  Alexander,  28 
Sparrow  bounty  warrants,  2,  66 
Special  assessments,  ss&   assess- 
ments under  Taxes 
Special  elections,  see  Election 
Spence,  Isaac  C,,  ^ 
Springer,  Reverend  Levi,  £n,  22 
Springfield,  1,  2SL 
Stallion 

certificates,  66  (rill) .  99 

renewal  of,  78.  99,  100 
register,  78  (xl) 


State  aid 

fund ,  saa  Tund 
for  schools,  234 
State  Department  of  Public  Health, 
jurisdiction,  2Q,  lA,   IS, 
12i 
State  Department  of  Public 

Welfare,  2fi,  .22Z 
State  Highway  Department  succeeded 
by  Department  of  Public 
Works  and  Buildings,  12. 
State  Housing  Board,  Igl,  1Q2 
State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction 
power  of,  in  superrlsion  of 

schools,  22 
school  superintendent's  re- 
ports to,  213 
State  Tax  Commission,  3,23 
State's  attorney 

appointment  and  election,  ^,  .221 
bond,  221 
compensation,  221 
docket,  209 

duties  and  powers  of,  ^,   201.  202 
office,  location,  105 
records  kept  by,  209 
reports,  67  (ix),  163,  192 
roster,  88 
Stephenson  family,  Sji 
Steward,  Mr.,  IS 

Stillbirths,  Aflfl  Vital  statistics 
Stipulations 

county  court,  66,  105 
Street  widening,  special  assess- 
ment for,  66,  105 
Stockholders,  list  of,  78  (xxr) 
Strehlln,  Joseph,  2fi 
Strxible,  Andrew,  31 
Subpoenas 

circuit  court,  161,  166,  202 
county  court ,  66 ,  105 ,  207 

(xxvll) 
Sugar  Creek,  12 
Sugar  Grove,  16 

Sugar  Grove  election  district,  2 
Summonses 

circuit  court,  161,  166 
county  court,  66,  105,  207 

(xxvlll) 
Superintendent 

of  highways,  county 

appointed  by  county  board  of 

supervisors,  219 
duties  and  powers  of,  219 
office.  105 
of  schools,  covuaty 
See  School(s) 
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Si^errlsor  of  asseeamentB,    (County 
asBesBor) 

'bonds,    204 

duties  and  powers  of,  ^,  204 

treasxurer,    ox  officio,  ££,    204 
Stqjervisors 

county  "board  of 
Sea  CoTinty  toard 

road,  see  Roads 
Supersedeas  writs,  307  (xrrli) 
Supreme  Court 

Judges,  election  for,  180 

Justices  required  to  hold  cir- 
cuit court.  ^,  52.  179 
Surreyor 

county 

appointment  and  election,  TJ, 

223 

duties  and  powers  of,  2X>    72. 

establishment  of  office,  222. 
oath,  223 

record,  76,  79,  103 
kept  hy,  JZfi.  2S2 
roster,  9fi,  SI 
term  of  office,  223 
Surveye 
land 

original,  253 
road,  249,  253 
Sutton,  Benjamin,  Sl 
Swaiop  lands 

legislation  concerning,  ii,  22 
sale  of,  2,  66 
record,  102 
use  of  funds  from,  2A 
Swan  Lake,  ± 

Swimming  pools,  control  of,  2S 
Sylvan  Grove,  £,  2 

Talmage  and  Company,  L.  W. ,  ^ 
Taverns 

control  of,  24 
license,  issuing  of,  l^Q 
Taxes 

abatement 

certificates,  66  (ix) 
lists 

personal  property,  220 
assessments 
collection 

abstracts  and  statements 
of,  27,  28 
lists,  66  (xvi) 
rolls,  66,  105 
school  lists,  25 
■pedal 
Beardstown  paving  district, 
111 
drainage,  65,  105,  256 
rolls ,  256,  257 


Taxes  (continued) 

Judgment,  sale,  redemption, 

and  forfeltiu'es,  35 
for  local  improvements,  67 
(xviii) 
street  Improvement  files,  66, 
105 
assessor's  books  (lists  of  taxable 

property) ,  22 
board  of  review  record,  212,  213 
certificates  of  purchase,  67 

(XXTI) 

cancelled  tax  sale  of,  36 
collection 

accoxmts  of,   217 

procedure,  124 

statements  of,  66  (xxii) 
collector's 

accounts  of  collections,  215 

books  (lists  of  taxable 
property) ,  27 
complaints 

docket,  212 

method  of  handling,  123 
deeds 

affidavits  for,  37,  67  (xxvl) 

petitions,  66  (i) 

sheriff's,  76.  83 
delinquent 

collection  lists,  66  (xlli) 

forfeiture  for,  31,  34,  218 

Judgment,  31-33,  66  (xvlll) 
sale,  redemption,  and  for- 
feiture record,  31 
special  assessment,  31,  35 

lists,    29,    66   (xv),    X7   (ill) 
in  drainage  districts,   219 

redemption  record,  31,  33 

sale  for,  31,  33 
Inherlteuice,  see  Inheritance 
levies,  66,  105 

Beardstown  paving  district.  111 

road,  2,  66 

school,  2,  66 
lists,  22,  26,  66  (ivli) 

corrected,  22,  210 

real  estate,  211 
motor  fuel,  see  Motor  fuel 
objections.  56  (xviii),  105 

in  drainage  proceedings,  255 
ordinances,  65,  105 
power  to  impose  and  regulate,  1^1,4 
public  health,  21 
purchase  certificates.  36 
railroad 

books  (lists  of  taxable 
property) ,  23 
receipts,  207  (xxiv) 
refunds 

record,  30 

statecent,  66  (xxi) 


Subject  Inde:t 

Taxes  (continued) 

sale  notices,  67  (xxvi)  . 
schedules,  207  (xxv) 

personal  property,  66  (xx) , 
105 
real  estate,  66,  105 
telegraph  emd  telephone,  24 
school,  levies,  56  (xiv) 
settlement 

auditor's  reports,  2,  66 
certificates,  207  (v) 
statements  of  refunds,  66  (xxl) 
telegraph  and  telephone  hook 
(lists  of  taxable 
property) ,  24 
Taxation  procedure,  122.  12A 
Taylor,  John,  S. 
Taylor,  Ho"bert,  Q, 
Taylor,  WllliaE,  30 
Teachers 

examinations 

register  of  fees  received  for, 

235,  239 
reports  of,  242 
permanent  record,  236,  237 
cards,  235 
Index  to,  238 
Telegraph  and  telephone  tax  hook, 

see  Taxes 
Thomas,  Richard  S.,  21,  22 
Thomas,  William,  14p 
Thompson,  John,  i2 
Thompson,  Johji  B. ,  _22 
Thompson,  N.  B. ,  _^ 
Tinney,  Charles  M.,  42 
Town  lots,  aee  Lots 
Tovmshlp 

clerk  as  local  registrar, 

duties  of,  2& 
assessors,  see  Assessors 
collectors,  see  Collectors 
formation,  Q^,   £4 
officers,  see  Officers 
organization 

adopted,  21.  22. 
nlan  of  government,  22.,  22,   M. 

lis.  112 
B\5)ervieors 

assistants,  2^,   113 
term  of  office,  114 
treasurers,  aee  Treasurers 
Tract 

index,  72 
Transcripts 

foreign  and  Justice  courts,  179 
of  Judgment,  161 
justice  of  the  peace,  66,  105, 
166,  178 
required  to  he  kept,  162,  184 
of  recorded  instruments,  79 
Transfer  of  bank  stock,  78  (xxli) 
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Transportation 
bridges 

appropriations,  2^,   116 
authority  over,  22,  il2,   220. 
221 
construction  costs  Journal,  g52 
canals,  authority  over,  114 
ferry  licenses,  issuing  of,  126 
hlghway(s) 

commlBsl oners 

board,  establishment,  22 
bond  register,  62 
duties,  22.  22Si.,  221 
election,  22,   219 
minutes  of  meetings,  2,  66 
proceedings ,  249 
construction  costs  journal,  252 
county  siaperlntendent  of 
account  of  funds,  249 
appointment,  22,   220 
compensation,  22,   220 
duties  and  powers,  22,   2;^ 
of f i  ce 

creation  of.  22,   219 
location  of,  105 
term  of,  22,  220. 
records  kept  by,  231,   249-253 
reports  to,  249 
fund  acco-unts,  249 
funds,  claims  register,  251 
motor  fuel  tax,  see  Motor  fuel 
overseer,  22 

state  supervision  of,  22,   220 
railroad 

articles  of  incorporation,  76 
(iv) 
bond  issue  register,  20 
siilts,  papers  in,  66,  105 
taxes,  age  Taxes 
road(8) 

appropriations  for,  116 
authority  over,  22,   UL^.  112, 
219.  220 
construction  costs  Journal,  252 
resolutions  concerning,  67 

(xxlll) 
condemnation  proceedings,  67 
(xxlli) 
districts 

establishment,  22,   219 
plats,  3,  5,  6,  253 
supervisors 

appointment,  22,   219 
treasurers'  reports,  249 
labor  lists,  2,  66 
rights-of-way.  67  (xxlli) 
dedications,  76,  78,  82 
surveys,  253 
tax,  see  Taxes 
Treadway  Lake,  4 
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TreaBurerCa) 

of  cemetery  asBOClatlons,  r»- 

portB,  67  (iv) 
county 
accounts 

with  banke,  222 
appointment ,  ^ 
'bonds,  211 
duties  and  powers  of,  ^-52. 

election,  211 
ex  officio 

county  collector,  52f  208 
Bupervieor  of  assessmentB, 
^.  201 
Institute  f\md  record,  221,  225 
ledger  accounts  of  county  funds, 

221 
office  location,  1Q4 
records  kept  ty.  211,  221-225 
reports  in  sanitary  district 

proceedings,  67  (xxlv) 
roster,  QS. 
eettlement  record,  with  county 

collector,  214 
tern  of  office,  211 
▼ouchers  Issued,  register  of, 
223 
warrants,  cancelled,  register 
of,  224 
drainage  district 

county  treasurer,  ei  officio, 
211 
school 
township 

accounts,  227 
lists,  246 
township 

honds  and  oaths,  66  (iv) 
True  hills,  see  Indictments 
Trust 

deeds,  76.  84 

release,  76  (xxill) 
Trustees 
of  churches 

election  certificates,  66  (v) 
election  lists,  67  (xi) 
lodge,  bonds,  78  (vii) 
of  organizations,  certificates 

of  election,  76  (tIII) 
school 

appointment  of,  £fl 

duties,  £a.  £2 

election,  M 

lists  of,  245 

reports,  241 

Bupervision  of  education,  £fl. 

Turner,  Professor  J.  B» .  23 
Turpin,  VirglnlUB  A.,  2g 


Underwood,  Phlneas,  iZn 
Unemployment  relief,  see  emergency 

under  Relief 
Union  College  of  the  Cumberland 

Presbyterian  Church,  22 
U.S.  District  Court,  master's 

deeds,  76  (ivl) 
U.S.  Marshal's  deeds.  76  (ivl) 
University  of  Illinois,  223.  234 

Valviation  of  property,  asC  Taxes 
Tandervelde,  Right  Reverend  James 

Oliver.  2S 
Tan  Ulich,  C.,  J4 
Vendors'  lien  releases,  76  (xxlll) 
Venires,  see  Jury 
Veterinarians 

certificates  (licenses).  67 

(xvll) 
record,  52 
register,  53 
Virginia.  £,  M.  1.   il.  12.  14.  12. 
21-2fi,  22.  .21.  iQ.  i2.  42. 

second  seat  of  Justice,  H 
Virginia  Christian  Church,  24 
YlrrTlnln  ghTQalcia.  Th&.  21 

Virginia  election  district,  2. 
Virginia  election  precinct,  2fl.  22 
Virginia  Female  Seminary,  22 

virelnift  Gaaettfl.  Iius,  i2 

Virginia  Public  Library,  22 
Virginia  Seminarj',  22 
Virginia  Township,  J51,  22 
Vital  statistics 
births 
See  »1ho  Accotmts 
certificates,  38 
index,  40 
record,  39 

reporting  of,  2£,  124 
deaths 
See  al BO  Accotmts 
certificates,  38 
index,  42 
record,  41 
reporting  of,  124 
group  of  records  kept  by,  124 
marriages 

licenses,  44 

applications  for,  48 

recording  of,  78 

physicians'  certificates. 

56  (vll) 
record,  46 
index  to.  47 
registration  procedure,  124.  12S 
stillbirths 

certificates,  38 
record,  39,  43 
Volkmar,  George,  21 


Subject  Index 

Vouchere 
See  also   Orders,  county;  Warrants 
treasurers'  register  of,  223 

Waggoner,  John,  2. 
Waiver 

of  extradition,  207  (xxx) 
of  liens,  78  (xxx) 
Wallbaum,  F.  C.  .  jjl 
Wankel,  R.  E. .  J5S 
Warrants 
See  a^flo  Orders,  county;  Touchers 
appraisers' ,  67  (vll) 
for  arrest ,  166 
birth  report,  stubs,  13 
bounty 

crow,  2,  66 
fox,  2,  66 
groundhog,  2,  66 
sparrow,  2,  66 
wolf,  2,  66 
county,  15 

cancelled,  treasurer's  register 

of,  224 
court,  66,  105 
register  of,  8 
Jury,  register,  9 
served  by  sheriff,  207  (xxxi) 
Warranty  deeds,  special,  76  (xvl) 
Watkins,  James,  iS 
Wead.  H.  W. ,  22 
Weaver,  George  W.,  ^ 
WeekLv  Eagle.  The.  42 
West,  Amos  S.,  Si,  22. 
West  Beardstown  Ho.  1  election 

precinct,  5b 
West  Beardstown  No.  2  election 

precinct,  5n 
Weet  Beardstown  No.  3  election 

precinct ,  3xi 
West  Beardstown  No.  4  election 

precinct,  2ft 
Widows 

awards,  131 

election  for  dower,  78  (xriii) 
relinquishnent,  131,  146 
selection,  131.  132,  146 
Wiggins,  Charles,  5n 
Wiggins,  Thomas,  12 
Wllbourne,  John  L. .  £.  12,  20. 
Wllboume,  Thomas,  £,  Ulli  30. 
Wllkey,  Leonard,  12 
Wilkins.  Theodore,  42 
Will 
See  nlno  Administrator;  Sstate; 
Executor;  Probate  court 
annexed,  see  Administrator 
bills  to  construe,  172 
original.  66  (xxlii) .  131 
probate  of,  67  (xil) 
proof  of.  76  (xxlv) .  131 
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Will  (continued) 

record,  132,  135,  136 
recorded,  76  (xxlv) ,  78  (xxxl) 
transfer  of  shares  in,  67  (ill) 
Wilson,  John,  2. 
Wilson  family,  £a 
Witness 

affidavits,  66,  105,  166,  200 
Wltte,  Frederick,  16 
Wolf  bounties,  warrant  register, 

8.  11 
Wood  Slou^,  4 
Workhouse,  county  empowered  to 

build,  72 
Work  relief,  see  Emergency  under 

Hellef 
Wri^t,  Reverend  Cyrus,  2i 
Wright,  J.  S.,  22 
Writs 

of  attachment,  207  (xxxii) 
capias 

criminal,  207  (xxill) 
pro  fine,  207  (xxxii) 
commitment,  207  (xxxii) 
of  execution,  177,  207  (xxxii) 
habeas  corpus,  166,  207  (xxxii) 
injunction,  207  (xxxii) 
of  inquisition  for  Insanity,  66, 

105,  109 
mittimus,  207  (xxxii) 
replevin.  207  (xxxii) 
restitution,  207  (xxxii) 
scire  facias,  161 
siipersedeas ,  207  (xxxii) 

Yaple  family,  5ft 
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of  the 
Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey 


nver.torles  of  the  County 


rchlves  of  1111 

nols 

1. 

Adams 

1939 

210  D. 

54. 

Logan 

5. 

Brown 

1938 

93  p. 

56. 

Macoupin 

8. 

Carroll 

1937 

103  p. 

68. 

Montgomery 

9. 

Cass 

1940 

,291-  p. 

69. 

Morgan 

0. 

Champaign 

1938 

113  p. 

71. 

Ogle 

2. 

Clark 

1938 

132  p. 

74. 

Piatt 

8. 

Cumberland 

1938 

105  p. 

75. 

Pike 

1. 

Douglas 

1939 

282  p. 

81. 

Rock  Island 

5. 

Effingham 

1940 

254  p. 

83. 

Sangamon 

6. 

Fayette 

1959 

165  p. 

85. 

Scott 

9. 

Jackson 

1939 

206  p. 

88. 

St.  Clair 

3. 

Jo  Daviess 

1956 

122  p. 

89. 

Stephenson 

8. 

Knox 

1938 

220  p. 

92. 

Vermilion 

3. 

Livingston 

1940 

252  p. 

1938 
1939 
1939 
1939 
1940 
1940 
1938 
1939 
1939 
1938 
1939 
1938 
1940 


207  p. 

212  p. 
230  p. 

213  p. 
310  p. 
266  p. 
121  p. 
274  p. 
228  p. 
121  p. 
345  p. 
143  p. 
386  p. 


nventorles  of  Federal 
rchlves  in  the  States ; 

0.  12  -  Illinois 


Series  II 

Series  III 

Series  IV 

Series  V 
Series. VII 

Series  IX 

Series  X 


Federal  Courts 


1939   134  p. 


277  p. 

412  p.  326p.  (2  V. 

56  n. 


355  p 
22  p 


!(2  v) 


alendars  of  Collections : 

uide  to  Manuscript  Depositories 

Calendar  of  Robert  "..'eldensall 

Correspondence  1940  34  p. 

Calendar  of  Ezekiel  Cooper 

Collection  of  Manuscripts  1941  97  p. 
Guide  to  Depositories  of 

Manuscrir.t  Collections 

in  Illinois  1940  55  p. 


merican  Imprints 
nventory  -  Checklists 

1.  Missouri,  1608-1850 

2.  Minnesota,  1849-1865 

3.  Arizona,  1360-1890 

4.  Chicago  Ante-Fire,  1851-1971 

5.  Kentucky,  1787-181C 

6.  Kentucky,  1511-1620 

7.  Nevada,  1859-1390 
e.  Alabama,  1807-1840 


1957 

225 

P 

193Q 

219 

P 

1935 

81 

p. 

1938 

727 

p. 

1939 

205 

p. 

1959 

235 

P' 

1939 

127 

P' 

1939 

159 

p. 

290 
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9.   New  Jersey,  1734-1800  1939   169  p. 

10.  Kansas,  1954-1876  1939   773  p. 

11.  Kellogg  Collection  of  "Patent 

Inside"  Newspapers  of  1376        1939   99  p. 

12.  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  N.Y., 

1791-1320  1939  61  p. 

13.  Idaho,  1839-1890  1940  74  p. 

14.  West  Virginia,  1791-1630  1940  54  p. 

15.  Iowa,  1838-1860  1940  84  p. 
Location  Symbols  for 

Libraries  in  the  United  States    1939   258  p. 

,  Additions  and  Corrections 

January,  1941  1941   36  d. 


